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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The snowmobile season is winding down as evidenced by the longer days and warmer temperatures 
moving into our State. 

The Good:  It has been a fantastic season for riders to enjoy the trails the club volunteers build and maintain.  There 
have been some great fund raising events across the state with many clubs holding “ride- in” pancake breakfasts, 
poker rides and even a bikini ride for cancer awareness.  These types of activities are what brings snowmobilers to-
gether during our long winter months.  Our “free weekend” for out-of-state riders helped bring exposure to our great 
trail systems and clubs for many that never traveled here before. Many riders have vowed to return next year.  These 
types of activities help our local businesses and help the clubs.  With new riders being exposed to your area it gives the 
clubs the opportunity to sell more trail guides, raffle tickets and memberships. 

The Bad:  at last count there were 12 snowmobiling fatalities across the State.   Clubs are spreading the important 
message of the safe operation of snowmobiles on our trail system, but operators need to be aware of the dangers of 
squeezing the throttle beyond their control.  Please start applying peer pressure on fellow riders that want to ride 
above their ability – encourage them to control their sled at all times.  Snowmobiling is a fun recreational activity and 
there is no reason to risk injury or death from traveling at speeds where control is an issue.  If you are unfamiliar with 
a trail please slow down and be observant of changing trail conditions.  Yesterday it might have been a smooth flat trail 
but today it could have a 4 foot mogul or drift near a hedge row entrance, or a large tree branch could have fallen 
blocking a trail. 

And the Ugly! Another issue I have seen repeated constantly this season is the number of cars and pickup trucks us-
ing the trails.  Theses operators are following their GPS devices and turning onto the trail system, not realizing it is a 
closed road.  There have also been a few driving on the trails under the influence of alcohol.  This creates another haz-
ard a snowmobiler might ride into: being unaware of a large vehicle operating illegally or illogically on the trail system. 

A Resolution to increase funding to Clubs, and to help fund SLEDNY 

The following resolution will be considered by the Club Delegates at the upcoming NYSSA Annual Meeting, being held 
Sunday, April 12, in Rochester, NY: 

“The Executive Committee of NYSSA brings forth a motion to increase the minimum annual club dues 
from the current $25 to $30, an increase of $5.  Of the $5 increase, $4 will be retained by the club and $1 
will be a donation to SledNY.  Under the proposed $30 minimum dues structure, for the first club mem-
bership purchased by an individual or family, the club will retain $24 for its usage, $5 will remain the 
NYSSA dues charge (processing fees contained herein) and $1 will represent a donation to SledNY.  For 
each additional membership purchased by that individual or family, the club will keep the entire $24 less 
processing fees.  As is the case under the current $25 minimum, this is only a minimum amount that a 
club must charge, and clubs are free to charge higher amounts as they see fit, keeping 100% of any ad-

ditional dues amount charged.” 

There are good reasons this resolution is being proposed by the NYSSA Executive Committee. Some have to do with 
club expenses, and some have to do with SLEDNY and NYSSA. 

The first is, the trail fund is not growing, and does not cover all of a Club’s expenses.  Because of this, many 
clubs have seen their budgets tighten and have had to tighten their financial operations since the “no snow” season of 
2012. The money in the trail fund comes from snowmobile registrations, which have not grown in recent years.  It is 
distributed based on the number of clubs and number of trail miles in the equation.  The slices of pie are always the 
same; the only ways to make the pie bigger are to reduce the number of trail miles, or increase the number of sleds 
registered.  Clubs have used this funding to build their basic business model. The grant was never a promise to pay for 
everything a club desires, it was to help establish a plan for sustainability and growth.  The state has included adjust-
ments in the maximum amount a club can receive for those areas of the state that should have longer seasons.  Nearly 
30% of trails fall into this category. The extra money reflects more snow and more riders through a longer season. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The second is, when it doesn’t snow, people don’t join Clubs. The majority of clubs have been very good on 
trimming their budgets and keeping expenses down in response to low membership renewals the last couple of years.  
That is an issue we have to suffer with when the weather does not cooperate. Many snowmobile owners will just not 
renew until snow is on the ground, or they “forget” to renew their membership during these times.  Club fundraising 
can help fill in the gaps, but when membership is down, events suffer. 

The third reason is the cost of maintaining grooming equipment.  This year took a toll on club equipment 
budgets.  Groomer tracks broke, hydraulics died, transmissions went and anything that could go wrong did.  As our 
groomer fleet ages, many will have to be replaced with newer models over the next several years.  The trail grant no 
longer allows repairs or the cost of replacement parts to be submitted in the grant process.  Clubs will need to compare 
the costs of replacing groomers versus repairing them daily. This is especially true since groomer costs will be estab-
lished by the number of hours the groomer operates. 
The fourth reason is flat revenue and increasing expenses have also affected NYSSA, and its 501(c) 3 
educational subsidiary, SLEDNY. 

SLEDNY is the newly formed subsidiary corporation for educational and safety related curriculum.  The NYSSA budget 
has to fund SLEDNY so it can accomplish its educational and safety message goals. 

As many of our returning attendees of the Annual Forum will remember, at the 2011 Annual Meeting a resolution was 
presented from the floor to hire a professional public relations firm; however no funding source was identified to pay 
for it.  The delegates approved this resolution to get our message out to the public and raise awareness of the positives 
of snowmobiling.  Many would remember how much negativity would be broadcast in the media about our activity.  
Today we see more positive footage and messages broadcasted on the local media outlets.  They are reusing video 
footage from our events and creating positive messages for the general public.  Our public relation firm, Gramercy 
Communications, has also been great at getting the attention of our lawmakers in Albany with their press releases and 
the use of other news outlets such as the Legislative Gazette. 

Another major but necessary cost is our lobby firm, Capitol Group.  They are great at advancing snowmobiling issues to 
key lawmakers  They have helped us with many legislation issues that would have hindered the sport, they have 
helped to keep trails open and to improve our visibility with our lawmakers. 

Thanks to the efforts of these two firms, we have been able to display a snowmobile in the entrance of the State Capi-
tol building for several weeks of winter in the past two years.  All types of citizens have seen this snowmobile display of 
the great work our volunteers accomplish.  Regular citizens that enter the building for business reasons, members of 
the Legislature, and even our Governor, have walked past this display.  If it was not for these two firms, and their per-
severance on our issues, there would be no display to view and our positive message would go unseen by the people 
that govern our State. 

We all are striving for safer trails, better education and stronger communications with the general public and govern-
ment agencies we deal with. Nobody likes to see prices go up on items we need to purchase, and I feel the same way.  
Minimum club dues ($25) and NYSSA dues ($5) have remained the same since the delegates approved them at the 
2006 Forum in Watertown. Unfortunately the cost of doing business, for both the clubs and NYSSA, has increased im-

mensely since that time.  NYSSA is no longer the same organization it was in 2006.  It is very vocal on snowmobile pol-
icy and it has met many of the goals its past leaders, “dedicated to improving our sport” envisioned. SLEDNY was 
formed to continue  pursuing the goal of educating snowmobilers and the public. 

For the reasons above, I hope this small increase makes sense and the delegates will approve it. 

The SLEDNY Educational Forum and the NYSSA Annual Meeting is fast approaching and the deadline to 
register your delegates is March 22nd.  Please do not delay and miss out on attending this year in Roch-
ester, New York.  The hotel has extended our special rate until March 25th! So make your reservation to-
day. (If you previously made a reservation and feel you were charged the incorrect rate, please e-mail 
nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com). 

Please enjoy the little time we have left in the season and we hope to see you in Rochester next month.  Remember to 
ride with your head and not your thumb, stay safe. 

James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Blue Mountain Road, near Paul Smiths, is a seasonal trail (dirt road 

in summer - Blue Mountain Rd.) that runs from the intersection of 

the McCavanaugh Pond Club and Blue Mountain Rd. to Paul 

Smiths. From the point of the intersection to Paul Smiths it is not 

plowed in the winter and it is groomed from there over to the 

Meachum Lake area.  

Readers: We welcome your photos! Now that the season is com-

ing to an end, look through your photos and send us your best 

shots! Please send photos that illustrate safe snowmobiling. 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

I almost forgot what a decent winter looked like.  It looks like we had a good eight weeks of cold and snowy weather.  

There should not have been a single trail in the state closed because of the lack of snow.  Snowmobile registrations  
increased this year and club membership also increased.  That is good news for riding this year and next.   

“Free Snowmobiling” Weekend 

March 7 and 8 we had the first ever “Free Snowmobiling” weekend where riders from outside the state could ride without 
purchasing a state registration and NY riders could ride the Old Forge area without purchasing a local trail pass.  NYSSA 

joined the Governor at a press conference on February 19th to announce the initiative.  Based on the phone calls we re-
ceived in the office, I know that we had many non-residents travel to New 

York that weekend to enjoy what NY has to offer.  Naturally, when we were 

done entertaining the press, we were able to take a ride with the Governor, 
the Lt. Governor and several local state officials include Senator Betty Little, 

Senator Patty Richie and Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush.   We introduced 
Lt. Governor Kathy Hochul to snowmobiling who enjoyed the experience 

immensely.  She had told me prior to the ride that she has ridden jet skis in 
the past “As fast as they will go!”  I knew immediately that she would love 

snowmobiling.  Based on her skiing mishap at the Winter Challenge March 8, 

she would have been much safer snowmobiling!   

New places to visit 

Snow still covers my yard except for a few spots where I cleared a path to 

the woodpile.  However, I know that there will only be a few short weeks 
before it is all gone and another snowmobile season is behind us.  This year 

I got to to a few places I had been to before and to a few new places that 
are definitely worth mentioning here.   

In early March, NYSSA held it Board of Directors meeting in Altmar, NY at 
the Tailwater Lodge.  While there, I was able to take an afternoon ride with 

Jim Rolf as we checked out some local trails some of which were maintained 
by the TC Riders.  What a great job this club does on its trails.  Well 

marked, well groomed and well signed, a good example of how to do it 

right.   

(Continued on page 7) 

Does your child need to take a Snowmobile Safety Course?  

They are listed at: 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

..new courses are added throughout the season, if you don’t see one offered in 

your area. Also check with your local club.   

 

This year a course will be offered Saturday, April 11 at the  

Educational Forum in Rochester. Register Now!  

(The Youth Safety Course is FREE) 
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While in Altmar, we stayed at the Tailwater Lodge, which is located 

just a few miles east of I-81 off Exit 36 heading north and just a few 
miles outside Pulaski.  What an incredibly great place to stay on a 

snowmobiling trip.  The rooms are incredibly nice with well-appointed 
bathrooms, lots of space in your room, very friendly staff, included 

breakfast, and has a lunch and dinner menu that is just top notch.  
Park your trailer once and ride right out of the facility.  The Tailwater 

is going out of its way to invest in solid trail connections and ensure it 

is a welcoming atmosphere for snowmobilers.  I cannot wait to go 
back!   

Before I left I made it a point to thank Robert Bijesse the resort man-

ager and Tayler who was operating the front desk at the Tailwater for their hospitality and great facilities.  Everyone who  

attended the meeting had a great time and experience at the Tailwater.   

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - a big success! 

If you have been following my articles this year you know this year is 

about introducing snowmobiling to new riders.  Over the past winter we 
have completed six Take a Friend Snowmobiling events around New 

York.  One of those events brought me clear across the state to Mayville, 

NY in Chautauqua County.  If you don’t know where that is, it is as far as 
you can go west in NY before you end up in Pennsylvania.  If you have 

never ridden Chautauqua County you are truly missing a great experi-
ence.  The day before the Take a Friend Snowmobiling event, I took a 

short ride from Mayville up to Cherry Creek with several other riders who 
knew the system.  Much of it was spirited riding along some natural gas 

ROW’s.   

Ray Head, who is a NYSSA alternate director from Chautauqua County, 

developed a unique trail direction sign.  The signs not only point out local 
community destinations but also advertise local businesses supportive of 

snowmobiling.  Ray reported that those little advertisements not only 
paid for the signs but also generated some extra revenue to invest in the 

trail system.   

While in Mayville I stay at the family-owned and operated Webb’s Resort, 

a very snowmobile friendly business.  Trailer parking is in the back and 
any size trailer is welcome.  You pick up the trail out the backdoor.  From 

the moment I checked in, I knew I was at a snowmobile friendly establishment.  Hanging at the registration desk was a note 

with instructions from the Chautauqua Visitors Bureau on how to download to your phone a trail app for the Chautauqua  
system of trails, and if you wanted, the front desk had county trail maps for sale.  What struck me the most about this stay 

was that most of the people I met were from another state including North Carolina, Maryland and Ohio.  They were all mem-
bers of the local clubs and made it their business to return as many times as possible.  Ray took me to several local restau-

rants that depend on snowmobilers to stay open in the winter including Steemers Pub, Guppy’s and Tom’s Tavern.  All are 
snowmobile friendly, and Steemers - located down a dead end secondary trail - has fuel and the best fried pickles I have had 

anywhere.   

The Take a Friend Snowmobiling event was hosted by the Lake Effect Trail Breakers, and hosted at Feegan’s Witch Kitch in 

Sinclairville.  We managed to get a couple of English chaps, who started a business in Dunkirk, on sleds.  We gave them in-
structions, an escort and sent them out into the countryside.  One ride was all it took to get these two interested in the sport.  

So much so, that they were shopping for sleds before they left Sinclairville.   

My thanks to the Lake Effect Trail Breakers and Chautauqua County Snowmobile Association for their efforts that day.   

Positive News Stories and images! 

The Take A Friend Snowmobiling initiative that we undertook this year seems to have been a resounding success.  The pro-

gram generated a positive news story in each area that we held an event and we were able to introduce new riders to the 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

Dom, Robert Bijesse, and Tayler. 
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Safety Question: 

Q: What do ski runners do?  
 

A)  Protect the skis from wearing out 

B)  Help you steer the snowmobile 

C)  Both of  the above 

A
n

sw
er: C

 

Note: we don’t make these questions up - they’re  right out of the Safety Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- beginning in September each year. 

sport.  We discovered that many news outlets were no longer using 

generic footage of riders jumping their sleds through the air when 
they presented a snowmobile story, but rather were using the  

family-oriented shots which they obtained at our Take A Friend 
Snowmobiling event.  To keep our sport growing and to keep the 

perception of the sport positive, this is a program we should be 
investing in year after year.   

SLEDNY Forum and NYSSA Annual Meeting 

The 2015 SLEDNY Educational Forum and NYSSA Annual meeting 

is just around the corner.  The Forum is open to any NYSSA  
member (to vote at the Annual Meeting, you must be a delegate 

selected by your club, but you can still attend and listen) and all 
are welcome.  If you have not registered or booked your hotel 

room now is the time to do it.  Register at  

http://regonline.com//2015-forum before it is too late.  You can make hotel reservations at 
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/Snowmobile2015 or call the hotel at 1-888-421-1442 and be sure that you mention that you 

are with the NYSSA event to get the special hotel rate for Friday and Saturday evening.   

Hope to see you on the trail (over the next two weeks).   

Remember to “Think” when you ride!  

Dom 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://regonline.com/2015-forum
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/Snowmobile2015


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  March 2015 - Page 9  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

SAE Snowmobile Challenge 2015 Winners Announced 

HASLETT, MI, MARCH 10, 2015:  The 16th Annual SAE Snowmobile Challenge was held at Michigan Tech-
nological University in Houghton, MI from March 3-7, 2015.  This year 21 teams from the US and Canada 
and one from Finland participated in the weeklong event.  The members of the International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association: Arctic Cat, Bombardier Recreational Products, Polaris, and Yamaha were 
proud Gold-level sponsor of the event.  Representatives from the Manufacturers were involved in the 

event and supported the skilled students participating from the Universities and Colleges from around the world. 

The University of Wisconsin – Madison bested the tough competition and was announced the winner of the Internal 
Combustion Engine Division.  The second spot for the overall competition went to Kettering University from Flint, MI.   

The competition featured a new Diesel Utility 
category where North Dakota State took first 
place.  The diesel category is new this year 
and was created as diesel sleds have different 

characteristics than gasoline sleds and there is 
growing demand for snowmobile use in the 
agricultural and hard work categories that 
would use diesel power.  Second place in 
the Diesel category was awarded to 
SUNY -Buffalo. 

The Finnish team of students from Lapland 
University of Applied Sciences celebrated their 
first year as the top Zero-Emissions team! 

Michigan Tech University has hosted the 
Snowmobile Challenge for the past 13 years 
and experienced a beautiful snowy winter with 
temperatures solidly in the freezing range pro-
viding ideal conditions for the SAE Collegiate 
Design competition. 

Building off successes from previous years, a record-setting 11 teams completed the 100 mile endurance run to Cop-
per Mountain.   

In addition to engineers and other supporting groups, the United States Forest Service is very supportive of the Chal-
lenge.  Forest Service representatives believe that the snowmobile industry and clubs have made great strides, and 
this partnership with the Snowmobile Challenge is a great opportunity for the students to help move forward in a 
partnership. 

The SAE Snowmobile Challenge includes such activities as: 

• Endurance Run from Houghton, MI to Copper Harbor, MI 

• Technical presentations on emissions and design parameters 

• Subjective handling event 

• Acceleration Test 

• Scientific testing of emission levels and sound levels. 

Plans are underway for the 2016 Challenge which will again be held at Michigan Tech beginning March 7, 2016.  The 
snowmobile manufacturers will work with the Michigan Tech planning team in helping design event activities and 
more. 

The competition amongst the Universities and the quality of the products produced continues to improve and the 
overall competition is getting more challenging each year. 

SUNY Buffalo’s Diesel sled. 
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Rochester Institute of Technology Clean Snowmobile club members receiving a new Husky Mobile Workbench Tool-

box, at the March 13th club meeting. They have a true passion for their club and the future of snowmobiling. Club mem-

bers are involved in local NYSSA chapters including Cattaraugus Snow Bounders, Holland Sno-Rascals, Colden Trail 

Riders and others. The tool box was donated by a NYSSA member, who stated, " The RIT Team was sincerely thank-

ful!" Pictured from left to right first row, Jacob Shawley, Jason Ganje, Cody Baronich, Victor Mohney, John Bulzac-

chelli, second row, Chris Wolf.  

NYSSA Sponsors all three New York Teams... 

RIT’s sled competing in the Endurance Run. 

At right, and below, the Clarkson 

University team and their entry. 
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Good morning Anne: 

I wanted to send you a few pictures to document the annual Weller Mountain Winter BBQ, held February 
21st. We had approximately 150 people attend (approximately 85 by snowmobile), coming by both vehicle 
and snowmobile to the great white north in the Adi-
rondack Park in St. Lawrence County. There is no 
club in the area, so the St. Lawrence County Snow-
mobile Association provided the manpower and 
equipment to groom the main trail. 

Thanks, 

Rob Bick 

 

Editor’s note: looks like they did a GREAT JOB! 

Mail Call! 
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Did You Know??  What’s Been Happening at NYSSA. 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

The New York State Snowmobile Association is working to keep its members better informed of the 
issues that NYSSA faces on a daily basis. Hot off the presses here is a re-cap of what  
happened at the March 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors meeting. 
 

NYSSA Board of Director Meeting Schedule 
April 4, 2015 - Canceled 
May 2, 2015 – The Rusty Rail, Route 5, Canastota, New York 
June 2015 – No Meeting 
July 18, 2015 – The Rusty Rail, Route 5, Canastota, New York 
August 2015 – No Meeting 

September 12, 2015 – Location to be Announced 
October 3, 2015 – Location to be Announced 
November 7, 2015 – Location to be Announced 
December 5, 2015 – Location to be Announced 

 
Club Membership Dues Increase 
A membership dues increase has been proposed and will go to the Delegates at the 2015 Annual Meeting at the Roches-
ter Convention Center, April 12, 2015. The proposal is for a $5 increase to the membership dues with $4.00 going to the 
club selling the membership and $1.00 will go to fund SLEDNY.   
 
New GPS Submissions Announced 
GPS submission has been decided by the New York State OPRHP Snowmobile Unit. GPS data collected prior to January 
2011 will be required to be updated.  GPS data submissions will be required every three (3) years. 
 
Parks Proposal 
As of June 1, 2016 (expected 16-17 Phase I due date), all trails must have GPS data no older than  
January 1, 2011.  
As of June 1 2020 (expected 2020-2021 Phase I due date), all trails must have GPS data no older than January 1, 2017.   
 
Thereafter, each and every trail must have GPS data no more than three years old.  This gives clubs over a year from 
the expected release of the 2015-2016 grant documentation in April of 2015 to prepare for the 2016 deadline, and 3+ 
years to prepare for the 2020 deadline.  After the 2020 deadline, every trail would be required to be gps’d at least every 
three years.  It is recommended that clubs stagger their GPS efforts beginning in 2017 so they are not collecting data 
for all of their trails in the same year. 
Please note that our requirement for any newly proposed trails or re-routes to be gps’d in the grant year they are pro-
posed. 
 
Snowmobile Registrations 
As of 3/7/2015 snowmobile registrations in New York State was 120,163 snowmobiles.  That is wonderful news for the 
trail fund. 
 
NYSSA Membership 
As of 3/7/2015 NYSSA Membership was 61,238. 
 
NILICO Mailing 

A mailing will be sent out by NYSSA to all members, detailing the FREE accidental death and dismemberment insurance 
that covers all NYSSA members. 

 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Legislative Gazette 
NYSSA will be doing an insert in the March edition of the Legislative Gazette.  Advertisements were sold to pay for the 
publication and the insert will be included in the Legislative Gazette which is read by all legislators in Albany.  NYSSA will 
receive 1,500 extra copies to distribute throughout the state. 
 
NYSSA Forum 
The Forum will be held on April 10, 11 & 12th in Rochester, NY.  Registration is still open and rooms can be booked at 
the Rochester Hilton.  There are many new classes that will be presented on including: 

GPS for Beginners 
Snowmobile Youth Safety Class 
Volunteer Round Table 
Social Media/How Clubs Can Improve Communication 
Youth in Snowmobiling 

All About Permits (DEC, Parks, Health Dept., Dig Safe, DOT) 
501(c)3 – What you need to know 
Basic Snowmobile Maintenance 
Women in Snowmobiling 
Club and Membership Relations 
Plus Many More 

 
Groomer Rate Recommendation 
The NYSSA Trail and Funding Committee has made recommendations to OPRHP for Groomer Rates.  These rates are 
only recommendations and have not been adopted by the OPRHP Snowmobile Unit. 
 
“Groomer Classification recommendations: 
Class A: Generally over 150hp with 8’ drag widths minimum 
Class B: Generally less than 150hp with 7’-8’ drag widths 
Class C: Generally less than 80hp with 4’-7’ drag widths 
Class D: Snowmobiles/ATV/UTV and equipment comparable to these regardless of drag width 
 
*Class A - 
Bombardier-160,180, 250 ME, 350ME, ME PLUS 
PB- 100,200,230, 240, 260, 270, 300 Bully, Trail Bully 
Tucker- 2000’s only 
Tracked Tractors- 110hp + Case Puma 145 NH TS 110 NH TM130 TM 134 TM 115 7740 Kubota M125(6)XDTC 
LMC- 1800’s, 3700’s 
Lambtrac-All 
Thikol- 2100’s 165hp 
Prinoth- Husky TG176hp 

Marcel MXM 140 
VMC 04W 174 HP 
 
*Class B- roughly less than 150hp 
Bombardier- 110, 60, 200,252 
PB- 130, 150 
Tucker- any model other than a 2000 or 442 
Tracked Tractors- 65hp-109hp JD 6400 CAT MT 535B Kubota 126 Puma 230 Kubota H126 (half-track) 
ASV- other than track truck all DX4539 DX4530 
LMC-1500’s 
Trail Boss- All 
Full Size Pickup conversion- All 
Gilberts- All 

(Continued from page 13) 
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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VMC RT-01 105 hp 
Trail Boss -110hp Diesel 
Lambtrac-All 
ASG- All unless Larry Synder can identify. 
Bell- TC 110 
Prinoth- Trooper 
 
*Class C- Less than 80HP 
Bombardier- 100, bombi, muskeg, 100+, JW 70 & 71, SW 48, JW 73 
PB- 60 
Tucker -442A 
Tracked Tractors- less than 65hp TC 45 Kubota L5740 
Track trucks- All 2800, 8600 
Cushman- All 
SUV/truck conversions- All 
Thikol 1450 56hp, IMP 1400-1402 30 hp, 1200’s 
Centaur 954DT 
ASV- Scout 50 HP 
 
*Class D- 
All snowmobiles, UTV’s (Bobcat CT450) Arctic cat Prowler, Kubota 900 & 1100 UTV’s, Polaris Ranger, Kawasaki Mule, 
Yamaha Rhino, John Deere Gator 825I & 850I, ATV with tracks” 
 
Using the fact that repairs are no longer allowed as per Parks’ rules, the trails committee reviewed and recommends 
to parks the following rate:  
Usage           Flat Rate 
A                   $ 180/hour 
B                   $ 128/hour 
C                   $ 52/hour 
D                   $ 21/hour 
  
The above figures do NOT include labor.  These figures were realized by the Trails Committee using only operational 
costs associated with these specialized pieces of grooming equipment that are not used in other applications to recoup 
the money that is invested. 
 
NYSSA Officers 
The nominations received for NYSSA Officers to be voted on at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 12, 2015 are as 
follows: 
President – Jim Elmore 
VP – Craig LaPlante 

Secretary – Rosanne Warner 
Treasurer – John Occhino 
 
Clean Sled Challenge 
Once again, NYSSA will be donating $500.00 each to Rochester Institute of Technology, University of Buffalo and 
Clarkson University for the 2015 Clean Sled Challenge which is already underway.  Good luck to all of our New York 
State schools who are competing.   
 
Annual Charity Auction 
Raffle Baskets are needed for the Annual Charity Auction.  Clubs and Associations are asked to donate baskets and 
items for the raffle.  The proceeds go to help fund the Pink Ribbon Riders, the USO and Easter Seals.  Please help sup-
port these worth-while charities by donating to the auction.  
 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Sunday, April 12, 2015 

On June 10-13, 2015, the 47th International Snowmobile  
Congress will be held in Niagara Falls, NY, at the Niagara Falls 

Convention Center.  This event is dedicated to the  development of 
strategies on our common role with respect to the environment,  
conservation, access, education and accountability.       

 

That aside, the ISC is just plain fun!  Imagine what happens when 
you get snowmobilers 

from across the globe together to share their experiences! 
Learn about what it’s like to outrun an avalanche.. To  
highmark where no sled has gone before! 

We’ll have a program of educational courses, interspersed with 
plenty of social activities, and some really cool side trips for you to 
check out in and around Niagara Falls!  
 

Registration is open at 

www.isc2015.com While you’re in Niagara Falls, check out 

the Jet Boat Ride, only $52 for attendees. 

TWO Major Sled Events  

in New York This Year! 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

TRAILS 

Another season just about ended!  Let’s hope next year is as good, but starts a little sooner. 

 

Accidents 

 Reports have come in that 12 people have died in snowmobile-related accidents so far this season.  
Most of these accidents are attributed to speed.  2 fatal accidents were drownings on the NY/Quebec border, 
so we will be requesting a better location of the deaths and if they weren’t in NYS, then the number would be 
reduced by those 2.  Either way, we have had far too many fatal accidents.  Most are unfortunate and are 
truly accidents, but we all need to better recognize the hazards and keep our speed down.    

 

Trail Closings 

 While there is no real “NYS SNOWMOBILE TRAIL CLOSING DATE”, most clubs have agreements with 
landowners or State agencies that dictate when the trails officially close just as they have with trail opening 
dates.  Most clubs post their trail closing dates on their websites and/or Facebook pages.  If one is unsure of 
when a trail closes, they should do their due diligence and contact the club to find out.  Please don’t jeopard-
ize the trail locations by riding when the trails are officially closed.    

 

Take A Friend Snowmobiling Events 

 The events held statewide were a great success.  I expect that we will continue this promotion going 
forward in next year as well.  It seems that the TAFS events that were held in conjunction with other local 
events in the area had the most turn-out.  I suggest hosting future events with other events.   

 

Getting Involved 

 I would like to take a moment to offer up a chance for those that are not already involved with a club 
to become more involved in the process of producing and maintaining snowmobile trails.  Clubs are run like 
businesses, only with volunteers doing all of the work required.  From banking to bridges, from fundraising 
events to preventative maintenance on the groomers, to hanging signs in the fall to taking the signs and 
posts down in the spring…clubs need help.  Just a few hours here and there adds up.  The more that are at 
work days or at fundraising events, makes the work less per person.  Please think about offering up your ser-
vices to your club so they can get better and better each year.  We all need that so we can enjoy the trails!  
Thank you!  

 

SLEDNY Educational Forum and NYSSA Annual Meeting is Next Month 

 I hope to see a good amount of your there in Rochester, on April 10th through the 12th. 

 

STAY RIGHT, …And BETWEEN the Stakes! 

  THINK!  You are an ambassador of this sport. 
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Whitehall Youth Snowmobile to School 
By Dave Perkins, Former NYSSA Executive Director & Trail Coordinator & President (& we could go on) 

On Friday, February 28th, approximately 25 students, faculty, parents, and interested supports gathered at 6:30 AM at 
the Elks Field outside of Whitehall, NY.  The purpose of the gathering was to participate in the second Snowmobile to 
School ride.  On this ride, all participants met at the Elks Field and as a group went on a short ride of the Whitehall Rai 
Riders Snowmobile Club’s trail system in Whitehall, NY, located in Washington County.    

The ride covered several miles of trail.  There 
were also several road crossings the group 
encountered and were safely escorted across 
town and county roads, as well as busy US Rt 
4 connecting to Rutland, VT, by several mem-
bers of the Washington County Sheriff’s De-
partment and by members of the NYS Police.   

The ride culminated at the high school at a 
parking area designated for sleds on this ride.  
Students and staff then went in to school to 
prepare for their school day while parents and 
others met in District Superintendent  
Liz Legault’s office to warm up and have some hot chocolate.   
 

“Snowmobile to School Day” 

Last year, Superintendent Legault initiated the idea for a “snowmobile to school” day, which was very successful.  She 
also got this year’s ride organized along with members of the Whitehall Rail Riders Snowmobile Club.  Everyone that 
participated was extremely delighted at the success of the ride.  Trails were groomed by the club using their new 
groomer so everyone’s ride was extremely enjoyable.  It is the hope of all that this event will continue in future years, 
though it will be done without Superintendent Legault’s participation as she is taking a new job in Massachusetts.   

For me personally, last year my wife Debbie and I drove up to watch last year’s event and we were thoroughly im-
pressed with it and would like to see other school do this as well.  This year, I was up early and on the trail at 5:30 AM, 
riding my sled to Whitehall to participate in the ride.  Again, a very enjoyable time. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Getting Youth Involved 

At this year’s Forum there is a pertinent session on youth in snowmobiling.  Hopefully club representatives will attend 

this session and get some ideas to getting youth involved with the local snowmobile club.  It would appear that 

Whitehall is on the right track to accomplish that. 

(Continued from page 19) 

Driver Ed... 
One of the easiest ways to reduce your insurance bill, apart 

from taking advantage of your NYSSA Member Insurance 

Discounts, is to take this online Driver Education course. 

The 6-Hour Safe Driving Accident Prevention Program 

(SDAPP) is just $22.00 for NYSSA Members. 

...Do It Today! 

Just Click It! 
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LEWIS COUNTY AREA SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION 
HOLDS ANNUAL LEGISLATOR RIDE       Submitted by Jackie Mahoney 
 

There are nine clubs in the Lewis County Area Snowmobile Association.   As a group they govern themselves as Lewis 
County Area Snowmobile Association with monthly meetings.   They are a part of the 232 clubs belonging to the New 
York State Snowmobile Association. Their local sponsor  is Jackie Mahoney, director of Lewis County Department of Rec-
reation, Forestry and Parks who handles most issues with the New York State Office of Parks,Recreation and Historic 
Preservation. The nine clubs consist of Barnes Corners Sno-Pals, Inc; Brantingham Snomads Inc.; Long Pond Sno Sled 
Club Inc.; Lost Trail Snowmobile Club Inc. (Boonville);  Missing Link Snowmobile Club Inc. (Carthage); Osceola Snowmo-
bile Assn. Inc.;  Southern Tug Hill Sno Riders Inc. (Constableville); Turin Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club Inc.; and Valley 
Sno Travelers of Lewis County Inc., (Lowville). 
 

The Association held their Annual Legislator Snowmobile Ride on Thursday, February 26.   This yearly event, which origi-
nated in the mid-1990’s, is held at various locations throughout the county.  This year’s ride was hosted by The Turin 
Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club.  The event started out at the Snow Ridge Ski Area where they met and were treated to 
coffee by Michael’s while the event got underway.  After a blessing by Rev. Samuel P. Lundy of Copenhagen, the ap-
proximately 30 sleds headed out on freshly groomed trails and proceeded to the Southern Tug Hill SnoRiders Club 
groomer facility located on Fish Creek Road in West Leyden.  Participants were given a chance to warm up over coffee 
and donuts at this location (which were donated by Dunkin Donuts of Lowville, and West Wind Motel of Turin).  The 65 
mile ride showcased the excellent trails Lewis County has to offer especially this year with the constant snowfall from 
Lake Ontario’s lake effects.   The ride concluded full circle back at Michael’s Candlelight Restaurant in Turin for a buffet 
luncheon, along with a question and comment session. 
 

In attendance were Larry Dolhof, & Neil Pepper, County Legislators, various department heads, law enforcement offi-
cials, Deputy Mike Leviker,  Undersheriff Jim Monnat, , Sheriff Mike Carpinelli; as well as representatives of the nine 
Lewis County clubs. Also represented were members of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, Dir. Chris Fallon, Bennett Campbell and Jim MacFarland;  staff members from Senator Joe Griffo’s office as 

well as Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush’s office.  Representing New York State Snowmobile Assn. was Jim Rolf, Trail Co-
ordinator and Jason Kowalczyk, Lewis Co. 
District Director NYSSA. 
 

The Legislator ride is intended to increase 
awareness of the sport of snowmobiling 
and the economic value it provides to 
Lewis County and the Tug Hill Region.  
According to Albanese, “after building this 
ride up from the mid-90’s, today we are 
enjoying the fruits of our efforts”.  The 
Lewis County Snowmobile Association 
meets at the Marine Corps League on the 

second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

(More photos next page) 

Sledders getting ready to ride: l to r:   Back row, Randy Mono (Missing Link), Steve 

Gamble (Missing Link), Pat Lyng (Long Pond), Frank Pace (Dir. Of Planning Lewis Co), 

Skip Albanese (Turin Ridge Riders, Chairman of Ride). Front row: Shari Lyng (Long 

Pond) , Chaplain Fr. Sam Lundy (NYS Fire Chaplain), Debra Lambert (Turin Ridge Rid-

ers Treasurer), Pixie Bobela (Turin Ridge Riders President), Larry Dolhof (Lewis County 

Legislator). 
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At Left: Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator; 

Chris Fallon, Dir. NYS OPRHP; Bennett Camp-

bell, OPRHP; Jim MacFarland, OPRHP; Mike 

Carpinelli, Lewis County Sheriff 

Rev. Samuel P. Lundy blessing the ride…. 

Ready to go! 

Lewis 

COUNTY 
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This story, giving the perspective of a first responder, is included here in the hopes that riders will exercise caution on 

the trail. Even the best riders can be injured accidentally. 

 

As a New York State Forest Ranger you start your day never knowing what to expect.  You try to prepare for anything 

that may come your way and leave headquarters hoping you’ve got everything you need.  This becomes even harder 

when you have to put all those things on a snowmobile and head into an area that has miles of trails with virtually no 

communication to the outside world. 

In the Moose River Plains, Forest Rangers have been doing this for years and have been involved with numerous snow-

mobile accidents.   Keeping this in mind,  Forest Rangers head out to the Plains on a weekly basis for radar enforcement 

in the hopes of slowing people down enough to prevent at least one accident from occurring.  This was our plan when 

Rangers Scott,  Miller,  Lomnitzer and I decided to head out to the Plains for the day on Monday January 19th, 2015, 

Martin Luther King Holiday.  The most action we had was when Ranger Miller and I had a group of sleds go by that 

looked like they wanted to gun it but acted like they knew our location.  We called ahead to give Rangers Scott and 

Lomnitzer a heads up.   

When the group got to them a groomer was close by so everyone was going slow.  The four of us decided to meet up, 

have lunch and discuss options.  We were just discussing calling it a day when  DEC Dispatch Ray Brook called out for 

Lomnitzer and Scott.  It was approximately 13:45 (1:45 pm) when we received the call that there was a snowmobile ac-

cident approximately 3 miles from the Cedar River Flow. We all grabbed our gear, jumped on our sleds and headed in 

the direction of the Flow. 

Upon reaching the Flow we had two trails to choose from.  After a brief discussion Lomnitzer and Miller went left head-

ing toward Cedar River Road.  Scott and I went  straight across the Cedar River Dam onto a trail which goes through the 

Squaw Valley Easement.  The trail was very narrow and bumpy which slowed us down considerably.  

After about half a mile a snowmobiler 

flagged me down to tell me that there was 

an accident about 2.5 miles down the trail 

and that the man was in rough shape.  I 

asked him to give this message to Ranger 

Scott so that he could relay the message to 

Rangers Lomnitzer and Miller and I contin-

ued on toward the accident. 

Finally reaching the accident scene I 

grabbed my first aid gear and headed to a 

mound laying under a bunch of rescue blan-

kets in the middle of the trail.  When I 

looked under the blankets I found a man 

lying on his left side in the fetal position.  

His friend informed me that this was the 

exact position that he landed in after striking 

a tree with his snowmobile.  

I crouched down, introduced myself as a 

NYS Forest Ranger and Wilderness EMT.  I 

asked if he minded if I examined him to find 

out what was going on.  His response was please just don’t let me die out here. He stated that he was in a lot of pain, was 

(Continued on page 24) 

Back Country ACCIDENT - NYS DEC Forest Rangers to the Rescue! 

 By Forest Ranger Jenifer Temple 
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having a hard time breathing, and he thought 

he had broken his back so he didn’t want me 

to move him.  I assured him that I did not plan 

on moving him at any time in the near future 

but that I did need to examine his body to find 

out the extent of the damage.  I began by as-

sessing his vitals. He was alert and orientated, 

his pulse was 86 and strong while his respira-

tions were 28 and labored/shallow.  

At this point Ranger Scott asked if he could 

do anything and I asked him if he could make 

sure that there was an Advanced Life Support 

provider responding with the Indian Lake 

Ambulance.  Ranger Scott contacted Ranger 

Miller who was with the fire department.  

Ranger Miller informed Ranger Scott that a 

paramedic was en-route. Ranger Scott asked 

Ranger Miller to have the Fire Department 

move to the Squaw Valley Easement Road as 

the trail out would be shorter and smoother from the accident location.   

I asked Ranger Scott to please jot down some vitals for me and he continued the patients SAMPLE history while I began 

the head to toe exam.  The exam revealed extensive pain to the right shoulder, back and rib cage area. I was barely 

touching him and he told me it felt like I was crushing him.  

There was no pain to the right abdomen, pelvic or leg area.  He was able to move both legs and had no pain or tingling.  

He stated that his right arm felt very heavy and was hard to hold up. Palpation of the chest area found crepitus to the left 

rib cage.  When looking I could see that a portion of his chest was sunken in.   

It was obvious that the side that he was lying on had multiple broken ribs which were affecting his breathing.  At this 

time Ranger Miller asked if a helicopter should be requested and I said yes. I took another set of vitals and waited for 

Indian Lake Ambulance to get to us with the backboard, Stokes basket and requested paramedic.  This set of vitals was 

much the same except that the pulse was weaker. Not knowing the extent of internal injuries I was not happy to find a 

weaker pulse.  Again all we could do was wait and be ready in case the patient needed us to breathe for him and/or begin 

CPR.  

Within a few minutes, Indian Lake Fire Department personnel showed up with their snowmobile, rescue sled, backboard 

and Stokes basket. I briefed the paramedic as to my findings, he did another head to toe, and decided to backboard the 

patient out.  I held neck stabilization while the paramedic removed the helmet. We maneuvered the backboard behind the 

patient, straightened his legs and carefully rolled him onto the backboard.  

The patient was hoping that being on his back would help his breathing but it did not. Around this time we heard that we 

were not getting a helicopter due to the weather conditions.  No one was happy to hear this news.  We put the patient into 

the Stokes basket and then into the rescue sled.  

Ranger Lomnitzer knew the area, and led the Fire Department out the shortest trail to the ambulance.  A helicopter was 

again requested and again denied.  The patient was going to have to fight to breathe for another hour or so as the ambu-

lance made its way to the closest hospital in the Adirondacks. 

Back on the trail I got my first aid gear back together as Rangers Scott and Miller interviewed the riders that were snow-

mobiling with the patient and pieced together the accident report. It was found that the patient had lost control after hit-

ting a deep gully in the trail. He had come out of the gully on the wrong side (left) of the trail and tried to correct himself 

toward the right side.  Unfortunately he overcorrected and ended up hitting a tree while the right side of his sled was air-

borne.  The impact threw the left side and back of his body against the tree and onto the trail. The exact speed at which 

the seasoned snowmobiler was going was not determined but it was enough to cause two collapsed lungs, 4 broken ver-

tebrae and multiple broken ribs.  The strange thing is that these were the same guys we had seen earlier in the day. 

(Continued from page 23) 
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Available all year long at: 

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts 

 Byrncliff 

 Charlie’s Inn 

 Country Inn & Suites 

 Junction Campground 

 Old Forge Camping Resort 

 Rocky Acres Inn 

 Tumble Inn 

 Water’s Edge Inn 

Check out the local lodging available too, and many more discounts! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts
http://link.hertz.com/link.html?id=22548&LinkType=HZLK&TargetType=Reservations
http://www.redroof.com/partners/nyssa/
http://www.funjet.com/default.aspx?plcode=nyssa&gsPromotionCode=nyssa&gsVendor=TPV
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://www.countryinns.com/nyssa
http://www.wyndhamhotelgroup.com/?corporate_id=1000007487
http://www.budget.com/budgetWeb/html/bridge/assoc/index.html?R198157
https://www.avis.com/car-rental/profile/go.ac?B291057
http://www.allstate.com/snowmobile-insurance.aspx
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://agency.nationwide.com/agent/grant-l-getzoni-310028859-31002885900000


As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  
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Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com 
Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 

April 10 - 13, 2015 SLEDNY Educational Forum & NYSSA Annual Meeting 
 

Rochester Riverside Convention Ctr 
Rochester, NY 

May 2, 2015 
 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

June 10 - 13, 2015 International Snowmobile Congress Niagara Falls Convention Center 
Niagara Falls, NY 

July 18, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  

September 12, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

October 3, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

November 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

December 5, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

   

   

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

May 13, 2015 

June 23, 2015 

July 29, 2015 

September 23, 2015 

October 14, 2015 

November 18, 2015 

December 16, 2015 

Season 2015-16 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events-list
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.nyssaforum.com
http://www.isc2015.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://nysnowmobiler.com/images/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2013-14.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2014-15.pdf

