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rotaX® engine options......................An array of 2- and 4-stroke options allows you to strike the perfect balance of power and performance.  

wider track...............Our unique 16-inch track features more surface area for better flotation and traction without compromising trail handling.
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Fireside Restaurant
& Lounge on premises!

Deluxe Snowmobile 
Package includes…
• Lodging for Two
•   Full American

Breakfast
•  Plenty of Parking

for your Trailer

$7995
per night

Starting at

FOR THIS OFFER PLEASE CALL
1–800–765–7251

MAIN ARTERY of one of NYS’s
Snowmobile Trail System is

LOCATED DIRECTLY ON
OUR 52 ACRE PROPERTY!
Ride up to the Inn at the Beeches…
PARK YOUR SLED DIRECTLY
IN FRONT OF YOUR ROOM!

Rt 26 North, Turin Rd, Rome, NY
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By the time you receive this, I predict that win-
ter will be fully underway with lots of the white 
stuff already on the ground. As snowmobilers, 
we’re all ready for some real riding after last 
season’s lack of snowfall. The political season 
is finally over; I’m sure I’m not alone in being 
happy we can now see some regular product 
commercials on TV, we can see real news on 
the news and in the newspapers and we can 
find our real mail in the now uncluttered mail-
box!  I hope you voted, regardless of who you 
voted for. We’re glad that a lot of our ‘Friends’ 
were re-elected and we look forward to work-
ing with the new faces in the Assembly and 
Senate of New York State.  If you haven’t had 
time to prep the sleds yet, get them ready for 
the season.  Don’t forget to grease the bearings 
on your trailer, too (it’s always the last thing I 
remember to do at the beginning and end of 
each season). 

Thanks to our partners at Supertrax Interna-
tional for making another year of publishing 
our print magazine possible! We’ve signed a 
contract with Supertrax to continue provid-
ing this magazine to you for at least the next 
five years. Our mutual goal is to move up to 
four editions of this magazine per year. It will 
become a reality as it becomes fiscally possible. 
If you have stories, comments, anecdotes, 
pictures, etc. you’d like us to use, please send 
them to our office.  This is your magazine, 
please help us fill it up with things you want 
to see. Do you have a favorite trail? What is it? 
Can you tell us in 50 words or less why? Got 
a picture? We can use these types of quick 
stories in our Online Magazine too!  While we 
put the print magazine to bed, don’t forget, 
the New York Snowmobiler Online Magazine is 
published online 12 months per year!

This continues to be a critical year for the 
clubs in New York State. I hope you’ve already 

re-joined your club and have been able to join 
some other clubs, wherever you ride.  I hope 
you will consider a ‘Trail Defender’ Membership 
also. You can upgrade at any time through our 
Membership System or your Club Membership 
Administrator. All Trail Defender funds are set 
aside to support clubs and NYSSA’s legal costs 
in defense of snowmobile trails and access 
to lands in New York State. The Trail Defender 
Fund supported the Tri-Valley Trail Riders in 
their fight against a hiking organization that 
sued New York State Office of Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) and 
the club over the use of public (read:  You, the 
Taxpayer’s ) property for a multi-use trail. With 
the assistance of lawyers paid partially by Trail 
Defender Funds, the hiking organization has 
dropped all action in this suit. This is your Trail 
Defender Fund hard at work! These funds come 
solely from us. I’m a Trail Defender. Are you?

We continue to watch how our federal 
government plays with the Ethanol content 
they are adding to gasoline.10-percent we 
seem to be able to survive with, 15-percent, 
according to the Small Engine Manufacturer’s 
Association, is catastrophic for everything from 
chainsaw motors all the way up to tractor en-
gines. E15 is poison to snowmobiles. There are 
some treatments out there that are expensive 
and advertise they can protect your engine.  To 
me, the best idea is not to force this alternative 
type of fuel on everyone.  Some stations carry 
non-ethanol fuels, though up until now, they 
have been few and far between.  At the Big 
East Powersports Show, I had an opportunity 
to speak with a representative from Fastrac 
Gas Stations.  They are now offering ethanol-
free fuel at all their locations throughout New 
York! I stopped at one on the way home from 
a trip to the Adirondacks. Sure enough, it’s 91 
Octane high test, and it was the same price 

as the ethanol-laced version of high test. For 
more info on their locations please check out 
www.fastracmarkets.com.  Additionally, while 
researching this article, I found an ‘ethanol free 
gas’ locator website:  
www.pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=NY.   

I know few people like selling raffle tickets, 
but I’m going to ask you to do it anyway.  The 
Super Raffle is going on now and many clubs 
have ordered tickets and have them on hand.  
This year for Grand Prizes, we have a choice 
of two snowmobiles, a $5,000 gift card from 
Bombardier Recreational Products (BRP/Ski-
doo) or $5,000 cash from NYSSA, in addition 
to 46 other prizes of various values, many of 
which are cash prizes. Some people may not 
need another snowmobile (I don’t understand 
how anyone would not have room for another 
sled in their barn, but I digress), yet I haven’t 
met many people willing to turn down or 
not have a use for cash.  This is a great way 
to reach out to non-snowmobilers for ticket 
sales. If your club needs tickets, please be sure 
to call our office or go to our website at www.
nysnowmobiler.com and place an order today. 
We are also offering incentives for clubs that 
sell more tickets, and for participation by clubs 
that have not participated in years past. On be-
half of NYSSA, thank you to the people at the 
Onondaga County Snowmobile Association for 
sponsoring this raffle every year. Without them, 
we could not make this outstanding fundraiser 
for the clubs and NYSSA happen.

I hope you have a great winter, and I hope 
we all get to log lots of miles safely. Many busi-
nesses depend on the money we spend. Bad 
snow years hurt us, the people that invest in 
the purchase of sleds, gear, trailers, oil, gas, etc.  
Many businesses, especially in the Adirondack 
Park, survive the winter on the business that 
is generated by snowmobilers. Based on our 
economic impact study, we contribute $868 
million to the New York State economy every 
year.  We are an economic powerhouse in this 
state. Just another fact? We are the largest 
Snowmobile Association in the world. No 
other state or province has the membership 
numbers and awesome members that we have 
in New York State. Stay safe, ride between the 
sticks and keep the Rubber Side Down!  <

 

PRESIDENT’S DESK >  Tying Up Loose Ends     
> Gary J. Broderick, NYSSA President, president@nysnowmobiler.com



THE LINE 
WHERE OTHERS SLOW DOWN. 

TERRAIN
DOMINATION

*Offer subject to credit approval. Applies to the purchase of new 2013 and prior Polaris® models until 12/31/2012. Offer may not be combined with certain other 
offers, is subject to change, and may be extended or terminated without further notice. Terms up to 36 months available for purchases based on

credit-approval criteria. Fixed APR of 2.99%, 6.99%, or 9.99% will apply. An example of monthly payments required on a 36-month term at 2.99% is $29.08 per 
$1,000 financed. An example of monthly payments required on a 36-month term at 9.99% APR is $32.26 per $1,000 financed. See participating retailers for 

complete details and conditions.

Professional rider on a closed course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability. Always wear a helmet and other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. 
©2012 Polaris Industries Inc.

TerrainDomination.com

NOTES: Build Size: 8.125"(w) x 10.75"(h) • Built @ 100% • 300dpi  
Proofed @ 100% 
Bleed .1875" x .125” • Safety: .5"

Publication: New York Snowmobiler

SNOW_MY13_IS_FltLnd_PROMO_US_Full_Page

11 /  12 / 2012

CMYK 0000 0000 0000 0000

SNOW_MY13_IS_Flatland_PROMO_US_8.125X10.75_Bleed_NYS

Jon Miller 3308

 Ned Connolly 3556

 Vince VanBael 3408 

2012 SNOW In-Season Promo

Chris Bartine 3314

Sarah Plotnik 3470

Becky Zenk 612-216-1541

Blake 3087

Kerney Daniels - 3521



EYES ON NYSSA >
Your Snowmobile $!  
Where Do They Go?
     > Dominic Jacangelo, 
 NYSSA Executive Director, 
 dominic@nysnowmobiler.com

NYSSA NEWS

From time to time I’m asked, “Why does it cost 
so much to register my snowmobile?” There’s no 
doubt registering your snowmobile is not an inex-
pensive matter. The primary reason it costs what it 
does, is the snowmobile program and its network 
of public trails is a user supported, and not a tax-
payer supported program. We pay our own way!

If you don’t belong to a club, a snowmobile 
registration costs $100. If you belong to a NYSSA 
authorized snowmobile club, your registration 
costs $45. Unlike many states, NY charges the same 
for both residents and non-residents. Whether you 
pay $45 or $100, all of the money you pay except 
$10 goes into the Snowmobile Trail Development 
and Maintenance Fund. This fund is appropriated 
by the State Legislature to the Office of Parks to 
run the state trails program and to provide grants 
to municipalities (counties, and towns) for the 
maintenance of trails. Historically, trail grants have 
been paid between $300 and $540 per mile. Those 
amounts will be significantly reduced this coming 
season because the number of registrations was 
much lower last winter. Grants are likely to be less 
than half of what they traditionally have been. Sim-
ply put: If you don’t register, the clubs lose out.

In addition to a snowmobile registration, 
many riders also choose to join a club. With club 
membership you enjoy the discounted $45 
registration, a registration strategy that was mod-
eled after New Hampshire and implemented for 
the 2006-07 registration year. Most clubs charge 
$25 for an individual or family membership and 
a few charge an additional $5 or $10 for a family 
membership. Five dollars of the initial member-
ship supports the efforts of the New York State 
Snowmobile Association (NYSSA), and the re-
mainder goes to the club. While “State” appears in 
the NYSSA name, it is not a governmental entity, 
but rather a not-for-profit corporation. If you join 
an additional club, there’s no additional funding 
to NYSSA. The club uses its membership fees to 
supplement its trail grant to maintain the snow-
mobile trails under their care. NYSSA uses your 
membership fee, first and foremost, to protect the 
integrity of the Trail Development and Mainte-
nance Fund. That fee is also used to provide guid-
ance to the clubs on best management practices, 
distribute information to the clubs and members 
relative to legislative matters and the actions of 
state and federal agencies, undertake research 
regarding the sport, provide safety information to 
all and promote the sport in general.

While we each pay a substantial amount to 
support the trail system, it is frequently stated that 
what we pay is estimated to support only 50-per-
cent of the cost of maintaining a trail in certain loca-
tions. Many of the high traffic areas see many more 

snowmobilers and higher costs than the trail funds 
and club memberships can pay for. Every club that 
undertakes trail maintenance supplements the dol-
lars it gets from grants and memberships through 
fund raising. Fund raisers range from chicken bar-
beques; to grass drags; to the Super Raffle. All these 
efforts help support the clubs’ operations.

In NY, we have somewhere between 10,000 and 
10,500 miles of public trails that share on average 
$4.3 million for trail maintenance in an average year. 
That means these trails receive between $410 and 
$430 per mile. This funding pays for trail signs, trail 
brushing, the cost of grooming and capital projects 
to create the trail.

So how does NY compare to some of our sur-
rounding states? No comparison can be made with-
out talking about what Vermont does. A Vermont 
registration costs $25 for residents and $32 for 
non-residents. None of this money is used to sup-
port the trail system, so in addition you must also 
purchase a Trails Maintenance Assessment for $80 
now and $110 after December 15 (resident cost, 
plus a club membership). If you are a non-resident, 
the cost is $110 now and $145 after December 15. 
Vermont Association of Snow Travelers provides up 
to $1,000 per mile for the care and maintenance of 
its trail system.

The New Hampshire program is similar to NY’s. 
Resident club members pay $64 for their registra-
tion and $94 for non-club members. Non-residents 
pay $84 and $114. Most of this money is used 
to maintain the trail system in New Hampshire 
through a grant-in-aid program.

 Our friends in Massachusetts have the worst of 
all systems. They pay $45 for their registration and 
receive no trail funding from the registration fee. 
Their limited trail system located in northwestern 
Massachusetts is totally supported by the local clubs.

Pennsylvania has a very inexpensive snowmobile 
registration: $20 for a 2-year registration. However, 
the state has no statewide system of trails supported 
by a grant-in-aid program. The highest number of 
out-of-state registrations in New York are from our 
friends from Pennsylvania who come to ride our 
trails in Western NY and up the I-81 corridor.

So, as you can see, while it’s expensive to register 
in NY, our expenses are very comparable to what 
you pay in most other states in the Northeast that 
have an extensive trail system to ride. There is no 
arguing that the bulk of what we pay is used to sup-
port the system we all love to ride.  <

Now Snowmobile Club  
Memberships and DMV 
Registrations can be 
renewed ONLINE!
1.  Renew NYSSA Club Membership: 
www.nysnowmobiler.com - big green button!

2.  Renew DMV Registration, NY Residents: 
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/
registrationrenew/?stype=s 

Or   Renew DMV Registration, Out of State:  
www.dmv.ny.gov/OOSNO/default.html

HINT: On the DMV site, enter the voucher ID 
number, which is located above the barcode 
on your voucher, with no spaces or dashes,   
to obtain the discounted registration.  

Note: This is not the member id number.
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NYSSA NEWS
Nationwide and NYSSA: 
Partners for Trail Safety 
and Discounts 
Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director

Many of our members know that Nationwide  
Insurance has partnered with the NYS Snowmo-
bile Association for many years to help deliver a 
safety message to snowmobilers throughout the 
state and to provide insurance discounts to our 
members. Nationwide has sponsored our new 
“Safety Trailer” that will be traveling to events 
throughout the coming year and, as always, is 
one of our major sponsors at our annual Educa-
tional Forum.  

This summer I managed to scrape together 
enough cash to purchase a lightly used Dragon 
600.  An old friend of the family is in the insur-
ance business so of course I got a quote from his 
agency. The quote was not bad but while I was in 
between greeting folks at the Big East, I thought I 
would swing by the Nationwide booth and speak 
to our friends from the Getzoni Agency who were 
on desk duty.  I chatted with Lisa Welsch, gave her 
all the particulars and she generated a quote for 

me that I put in my pocket, unread. A few days lat-
er I pulled it out and was impressed by what I saw. 
The quote was so much lower than my original 
quote that I went and double-checked to ensure 
I did not miss anything. I didn’t. 

Needless to say, I closed the deal with a credit 
card over the phone and my insurance cards ar-

rived a few days later. I am comfortable with the 
fact I got a good deal on my insurance and did it 
with a company that gives back to our sport year 
in and year out. I hope when you go to renew 
your insurance you will give Nationwide and our 
friends at the Getzoni Agency a chance to win 
your business. 

Grant Getzoni and Associates with the Nationwide Safety Trailer.

“SAWADEE” 
Gary J. Broderick, President

Sawadee is a greeting or the way to say goodbye  
in Phuket, the language of Thailand. This print 
article for me is bittersweet, as it will be my 
‘Sawadee’ article as your President. The organiza-
tion rules limit the number of terms a President 
can have and I’ve reached the end of the line. I 
know whoever follows me will continue to lead 
this organization forward, with the intent to al-
ways improve organized snowmobiling in New 
York State, while providing ever more benefits 
to our members. I’ve been an officer of NYSSA 
for seven years now: Four as your Vice-President, 
three as your President. During this time, we have 
suffered the sweep of funds by our government, 
the negotiated return of that money to the clubs, 
several strategic planning sessions to chart our 
future, the re-organization of NYSSA’s commit-
tees and the roles of employees. Our first Execu-
tive Director, Jim Jennings, retired. Our first Trail 
Coordinator, Dave Perkins, stepped into the Ex-
ecutive Director role while continuing his duties 
as Trail Coordinator, with the intent to retire a year 
after that. We hired Anne O’Dell to become the 
General Manager and closed the office in Long 

Lake to move to a ‘Virtual Office’ concept. We 
conducted an exhaustive search for a new Execu-
tive Director and hired Dominic Jacangelo, then 
immediately conducted another search for the 
Trail Coordinator position and hired Jim Rolf. I’m 
confident our staff are the very best people we 
could’ve found for the job.

During these years, we have completed an 
updated Economic Impact Study (which can be 
found on our website), created a 501(C)(3) en-
tity called SLEDNY (Snowmobile Leadership and 
Education in New York) that will be a charitable 
institution to further assist us by providing the 
ability to accept tax deductible gifts from mem-
bers and others along with bequests and tax 
savings. We won the bid to host the International 
Snowmobile Congress in 2015 at Niagara Falls, 
NY. We have improved the Membership Discount 
Program and have made it much more robust 
than it was two years ago. There are a lot of dollar-
saving discounts awaiting you in that program. 
The creation and distribution of this magazine is 
at no cost to you or NYSSA. These are just a few 
things we’ve done among all the regular day-to-
day business we accomplish.

It has been my privilege to lead our Board of 
Directors, a group of people who are incredibly 
talented and dedicated to our sport. They are the 

people who do the work in their clubs, act as club 
officers, are involved at the county or federation 
level and then dedicate additional time by step-
ping up at the state level. We don’t always agree 
on everything, but we get the job done.

The confidence you have shown in allowing 
your clubs to elect me to serve over the past sev-
eral years is truly an honor. Outside of raising chil-
dren, being President of this organization is truly 
one of the high points in my life. Again, thank you 
for standing by me and continuing to support 
this organization, as I hope you will continue to 
do for whoever comes next. I look forward to see-
ing you on the trail.

Someone once asked me what I meant when 
I signed off every article I’ve written as President 
with ‘Keep the Rubber Side Down’. Snowmobilers 
are a crowd of people with many interests. Many 
of us have motorcycles, ATVs, boats, PWCs and 
other recreational toys, along with sports cars, 
collectibles, etc. All of these carry some type of 
inherent risks. What I’m asking and I will ask it of 
you, this one last time: Think about the things you 
are going to do before you do them. Use a little 
Risk Analysis/ Management/Avoidance, this will 
help you avoid those moments when, figurative-
ly, your track will be pointed at the sky. So, please, 
keep the Rubber Side Down. Over and Out. 
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**Rates and down payments based on credit approval criteria. Offer is subject to credit approval by GE Capital Retail Bank. Valid on the purchase of new Yamaha Snowmobiles made between 8/15/12 and 12/31/12 on your 
Yamaha installment loan account. 84 month term and Rate of 4.99%, 8.99% or 12.99% APR will be assigned based on credit worthiness. Low payment example: $119 monthly payment based on $8,599 purchase for 84 
months at 4.99% APR; and 12.99% APR requires payments of $140.75. Example based on 2013 Phazer MSRP, less 10% down payment. Minimum Amount Financed of $5,000 or more and 0% to 10% minimum down payment 
required.  Sleds shown with custom graphics kits installed. See Yamaha-motor.com/sledgraphics for more designs. © 2012 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

*On approved credit. See dealer for details.

Visit your nearest Yamaha dealer or PRO Yamaha dealer today. For more on PRO Yamaha dealers, visit yamaha-snowmobiles.com.

PRO YAMAHA DEALERS 

CLAYTON MARINA  
SALES & SERVICE, INC.

50 STATE ST
CLAYTON, NY 13624-4145

(315) 686-3378

CNY POWER SPORTS, LLC
3871 ROUTE 11

CORTLAND, NY 13045-9717
(607) 756-6578

BIG MOOSE YAMAHA, INC.
ROUTE 28

EAGLE BAY, NY 13331
(315) 357-2998

HANOVER POWERSPORTS
210 ROUTE 10

EAST HANOVER,  NJ  07936-2604
(973) 428-1735

EDINBURG MARINA, INC.
140 N SHORE RD

EDINBURG, NY 12134
(518) 863-8398

GLIDER CITY POWERSPORTS, INC.
1741 CEDAR ST

ELMIRA, NY 14904-3036
(607) 734-1223

E. W. BRIDGE, LTD
947 S 1ST ST

FULTON, NY 13069-4989
(315) 592-5311

PHIBBS MOTOR SPORTS
460 ALBANY SHAKER RD
ALBANY, NY 12211-1835

(518) 459-7231

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS  
OF SYRACUSE, LLC
8932 BREWERTON RD

BREWERTON, NY 13029-8505
(315) 699-2592

PIONEER MOTORSPORT, INC.
12220 OLEAN RD

CHAFFEE, NY 14030-9767
(716) 496-6000

DON GEORGES SPORTS CTR, INC.
10295 MAIN ST

CLARENCE, NY 14031-1656
(716) 759-6837

MENNETO POWERSPORTS, INC.
1757 ROUTE 9

CLIFTON PARK, NY 12065-2411
(518) 371-2087

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS, LLC
2292  STATE ROUTE 12

HUBBARDSVILLE, NY 13355
(315) 691-6916

FILER’S POWERSPORTS, LLC
1136 PITTSFORD PALMYRA RD

MACEDON, NY 14502-9100
(585) 464-9999

GOWANDA STARCRAFT, INC.
11147 STAFFORD RD

GOWANDA, NY 14070-9609
(716) 532-2225

LONG ISLAND  
KAWASAKI-YAMAHA

67 N BROADWAY
HICKSVILLE, NY 11801-2903

(516) 935-6969

D & D POWER SPORTS, LLC
4527 STATE ROUTE 410

LOWVILLE, NY 13367-2846
(315) 376-8013

CYCLE MOTION, INC.
1269 DOLSONTOWN RD

MIDDLETOWN, NY 10940-4749
(845) 341-0131

ACTION YAMAHA OF EDISON
108 ESSEX AVE

METUCHEN, NJ 08840-2202
(732) 494-5555

STONES SNOW SLED SLS/SR
4386 MAPLE RIDGE RD

NEWARK, NY 14513-9374
(315) 483-4329

SPORT-MANN SUZUKI HONDA
6225 E TAFT RD

NORTH SYRACUSE, NY 13212-2527
(315) 458-8974

LAKE CITY CHOPPERS, INC.
568 STATE ROUTE 3

PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901-6526
(518) 563-4360

BLEVINS MOTORS, INC.
6683 STATE HIGHWAY 56

POTSDAM, NY 13676-3508
(315) 265-9300

SOVIES CYCLE SHOP, INC.
590 AMES RD

POTSDAM, NY  13676-4100
(315) 265-4297

DUTCHESS RECREATIONAL  
VEHICLES, INC.

737 FREEDOM PLAINS RD
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603-6343

(845) 454-2810

CAPRARA’S OUTDOOR WORLD  
OF PULASKI

3872 STATE ROUTE 13
PULASKI, NY 13142-9400

(315) 298-5779

MIKE’S CYCLE & SPORTS SHOP, INC.
MOUNTED RTE 26 TURIN RD

ROME, NY 13440-7313
(315) 337-1940 

ROBERTS SPORT CENTER, INC.
3611 SILVER LAKE RD

SARANAC, NY 12981-2626
(518) 293-6673

SPORTLINE POWER PRODUCTS
38 E QUAKER SERVICE RD

QUEENSBURY, NY 12804-3972
(518) 792-4655

BROWNELL’S SALES & SERVICE
11541 STATE ROUTE 40

SCHAGHTICOKE, NY 12154-1934
(518) 692-7356

SUNNYSIDE CYCLE SALES, LLC
10597 MAIN ST

ALEXANDER, NY 14005-9625
(585) 591-1140

ALPIN HAUS SKI SHOP  
INCORPORATED

4850 STATE HIGHWAY 30
AMSTERDAM, NY 12010-7435

(518) 843-4400

SNUG HARBOR MARINA
2374 W LAKE RD

ASHVILLE, NY 14710-9713
(716) 763-2628

M & R SPORTS AND  
MOWER, INC.

2014 CRANE BROOK DR
AUBURN, NY 13021-9510

(315) 252-9069

EAST SIDE GARAGE, INC.
1 MILTON ST

BELMONT, NY 14813-1119
(585) 268-7633

JAF MOTORS, INC.
21 SARATOGA RD RT 50

SCHENECTADY, NY 12302-3411
(518) 399-1391

VILLAGE MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
2886 STATE ROUTE 8

SPECULATOR, NY 12164
(518) 548-7368

HOLLINK MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
386 S UNION ST

SPENCERPORT, NY 14559-1912
(585) 352-1930

TROY CITY GARAGE, INC.
810 HOOSICK RD

TROY, NY 12180-6628
(518) 279-1781

SPORTS UNLIMITED, INC.
5654 HORATIO ST

UTICA, NY 13502-1402
(315) 733-3823

SUZUKI NORTH SPORTS, INC.
19310 US ROUTE 11

WATERTOWN, NY 13601-5337
(315) 782-4430
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NYSSA NEWS

The snow’s coming soon. At the Arctic Blast™ 
Sales Event, the deals are already flying. Hurry 
in for great prices on 2013 Arctic Cat sleds. And 
watch the savings pile up like never before. For 
more info, visit arcticcat.com.

*Offer valid on new and unused 2013 Arctic Cat snowmobiles 
excluding youth, race, Spring Guarantee, rental and demo 
models at participating U.S. dealers to U.S. residents. See 
dealer for details and program dates. 6.9% FINANCING FOR 
60 MONTHS is fi nanced through Sheffi eld Financial and is 
subject to credit approval; not all applicants will qualify for 
credit. Each consumer will be charged a $100 Consumer 
document fee. Financing promotions void where prohibited. 
Minimum fi nancing total of $700, amortized up to 60 months. 
2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY includes 12-month limited 
factory warranty and 12-month extended service contract 
through Cornerstone. Offer subject to change without notice. 
Certain restrictions apply. Excludes tax, freight and dealer 
setup. Always wear a helmet and don’t drink and ride. 
©2012 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., 
Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

ARCTIC 
BLAST

SALES EVENT

BUY A NEW 2013 ARCTIC CAT® 
SNOWMOBILE AND GET:

AND

2-Year 
Limited Warranty*

6.9% Financing
for 60 Months 

GET A GREAT DEAL ON A GREAT SLED

C

1

THIRD PAGE AD
US

M Y K

INITIALSJOB # SNO120029 DATE 9.27.12
CLIENT Arctic Cat

HEADLINE Arctic Blast Sales Event

LIVE 2" x 9.5"
TRIM 2.25" x 9.75"
BLEED 2.5" x 10"
MEDIA MAGAZINE 

COLOR CMYK

CD Brien Spanier

AD/DS Allen Bender

CW Gary Stepniak

AM Nick Simpson

PM Lisa Lange

STAGE: CLIENT REVIEW 

SNO120029_ThirdPageAd_NewYorkSnowmobiler   1 9/27/12   6:55 PM

Public Relations 
and Snowmobiling
Gramercy Communications

No sooner did Gramercy Communications 
dive into working with the New York State 
Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) than we had 
one of the lowest snowfalls on record.  We’d 
like to think we aren’t bad luck and, actually, 
the lack of snow allowed us to highlight one 
of the Association’s most important messages: 
Snowmobiling’s $868 million annual econom-
ic impact and the study to back it up.

The abnormal weather did provide us with 
an opportunity to tell NYSSA’s story more cre-
atively. As newsrooms focused their stories on 
the lack of snow, we were able to contribute to 
the stories by providing hard facts on the in-
dustry and its economic driving force, includ-
ing the lack of snow’s affect on dealers, res-
taurants, convenience stores and gas pumps 
across the state. Working with NYSSA allows 
us to pitch hundreds of newsrooms across the 
state, which means that each pitch needs to be 
specifically targeted to that regional audience. 
The overall NYSSA message is consistent each 
time, but it’s always great to include that local 
connection the media craves.

NYSSA has provided us with multiple op-
portunities to help tell its story through the 
use of video. Video has quickly become one 

of the most popular tools in social media, and 
we have skillfully used it to show there is much 
more to NYSSA than just going for a ride. In 
the past year, we produced a variety of videos 
including an overview of the Educational Fo-
rum in Lake Placid, Super Raffle winners, and 
the ISC in Massachusetts. We’re already look-
ing forward to this season and the opportunity 
to capture some great video footage from a 
snowmobile.  Visit NYSSA’s YouTube channel, 
at https://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnow-
mobiler. 

Working with NYSSA has provided us with 
opportunities to travel to key snowmobiling 
events throughout the Northeast, includ-
ing Pink Ribbon Riders in Old Forge, monthly 
NYSSA board meetings in Syracuse, the 2012 
International Snowmobile Congress in Mas-

sachusetts, the Big East Powersports Show in 
Syracuse and the Educational Forum and An-
nual Meeting in Lake Placid. Whether it’s dur-
ing snowmobile season, spring or summer, it’s 
truly impressive to see the amount of snow-
mobilers who are dedicated to the sport of 
snowmobiling.

As the 2012-2013 season fast approaches, 
we are excited to continue telling the NYSSA 
story, along with promoting new events and 
stories. Through scheduled conference calls 
with the NYSSA Staff and President, we will be 
consistently story-mining public relations op-
portunities throughout the season. Now, let’s 
just hope for some snow.

Have a snowmobile related interest story 
that needs to be told?  Contact us at (518) 326-
6400 and we’ll be glad to discuss it with you.

Gramercy’s Matt Cannon interviews Super Raffle sled winner Ben Wagenhals.  Photo by Jane Chaddock.
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IT’S FAST.IT’S FAST.IT’S FAST.

ARCTIC BLAST™

See your dealer or visit 
arcticcat.com to get the 
best deal of the year!

SALES EVENT

1

BUG AD_B

C M Y K

INITIALS DATEJOB # SNO120057 DATE 11.12.12
CLIENT ARCTIC CAT

HEADLINE Procross F Ad - You Bet Your Sweet  
 PASSION It’s Fast

LIVE N/A
TRIM 7.5" x 10"
BLEED N/A
MEDIA MAGAZINE

COLOR CMYK

CD Brien S.

AD/DS John B.

CW Tom W.

AM Nick S.

PM Mandi T.

STAGE: CLIENT REVIEW 

THE PROCROSS™ F SNO PRO® LIMITED
This is the machine you want to have your 
passion planted on when you hit the throttle. 
The sweet limited edition looks are enough 
to get the blood going. But there’s more here. 
Like your choice of wicked engines, including
the 1100 Turbo that cranks out 177 hp for 
maximum vroom. FasTrack® Slide-Action 
Rear Suspension.™  Hand guards and race-
height windshield. Plus other cool limited 
features. So get out there on this one, and
kick some serious 
passion. For more, 
see arcticcat.com.

ARCTIC RACE SUSPENSION™

The triangulated A-arm attachment 

points, wide spacing and durable ball 

joints provide strength, precision and a 

superior ride. That's geometry in action. 

Always wear a helmet and don’t drink and ride. Arctic Blast,™ Arctic Cat,® Arctic Race Suspension,™ FasTrack,® ProCross,™ Share Our Passion,™ Slide-Action Rear
Suspension™ and Sno Pro® are trademarks or registered trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc. ©2012 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

SNO120057_Revised ProCross-B-Bug-Ad_Eng   1 11/12/12   2:49 PM
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Here’s a New Member 
Perk from NYSSA!!
6-Hour Safe Driving 
Accident Prevention 
Program (SDAPP)
The Point & Insurance Reduction Program 
(PIRP), approved by the NYS Department of Mo-
tor  Vehicles, is now available at the discounted 
price of just $22, through NYSSAís website, 
www.nysnowmobiler.com.   

If you complete an approved PIRP course:
1.   It will help refresh your driving knowledge 
with a review of time-tested safe driving tips and 
an overview of today’s vehicle and traffic laws.
2.   You may be eligible to reduce as many as four 
(4) points on your driving record. The DMV com-
puter will automatically note your eligibility to 
receive the reduction.
3.   If you are the principal operator of a motor ve-
hicle, you will receive a minimum 10% reduction 
in the base rate of your automobile and motor-
cycle liability and collision insurance premiums 
each year for three years.
To take the course, just go to www.nysnowmo-
biler.com  and click on >>Driver Ed Course.

We’ve partnered with America’s leading travel 
companies and cruise lines so that you can 
travel for less. Exclusive discounts not available 
to the general public.
Hundreds of last minute deals.
Book online or call a travel specialist.

1-800-282-0276     www.nyssatravel.com 

Mention promo code  “NYSSA” for upgrades and 
up to an additional 5% discount

NYSSA’s Snowmobile PAC Building A Better Snowmobile 
Trail System Through Political Action

Randall Phillips, NYS Snowmobile PAC Treasurer

Your support is needed for our Political Action 
Committee (PAC), the NYS Snowmobile PAC. 
The NYS Snowmobile PAC is the mechanism by 
which snowmobile clubs and their members can 
pool their resources so they can have a larger 
and more concentrated voice in the political 
process. PAC contributions are made directly to 
candidates for state elective office who have a 
history of supporting our issues.

Our presence in Albany has reached new 
heights over the past several years and we 
should be proud of our many accomplishments.  
Such success comes from having many advo-
cates among the state’s leaders who deserve our 
support.

We need to recognize the contributions of our 
allies as we continue to advance our statewide 
agenda.  We need legislators who will fight to 
protect snowmobiling and support NYSSA’s leg-
islative agenda.

The importance of a viable and effective Po-
litical Action Committee cannot be overstated.  
Please send your donation to the NYS Snowmo-
bile PAC today and help us to achieve our goal.

Formed in 2005 as a political action commit-
tee of the NYS Snowmobile Association (NYSSA), 
the NYS Snowmobile PAC has actively engaged 
in bipartisan political action in support of pro-
snowmobile legislators and/or candidates at the 
State level. While the PAC has a strong relation-
ship with NYSSA it is an independent organiza-
tion formed under NYS Election Law.

We wish to thank all of you who have support-
ed the PAC in the past and ask that you continue 
to do so in the future.

NYS Snowmobile PAC
1808 Plank Road
Webster, New York 14580

Please note:  Political contributions are not 
deductible for income tax purposes.

NYS  Snowmobile PAC:
Chairman: Gerald Mitchell, NYSSA Past VP
Treasurer:  Randall Phillips, NYSSA Board 
of Directors 
Trustees: Elwin Goff, Past NYSSA Director; Gerald 
Ivison, Past Chair, NYSSA Events and Promotions 
Committee; Robert Perry, NYSSA Past President



Lanaudière-Mauricie  
snowMobiLe country
3 000 miles of trails  
for you to explore!

Auberge Le CAbAnon ViLLégiAture MAtAwinie
1590, chemin du Lac Stanislas Nord
Saint-Zénon, Québec  J0K 3N0
450 884-5762 | www.aubergelecabanon.com 
aubergecabanon@xplornet.com
Le Cabanon offers relaxation and comfort in the heart of 
the snowmobile trail network. Enjoy our pool and relax  
in the whirlpool. 3 nights, 3 breakfasts, 3 table  
d’hôte dinners (5 courses), gratuities  
included 

1260, chemin du Centre-Nouvel-Air
Saint-Michel-des-Saints, Québec  J0K 3B0
450 760-5454 | 1 800 361-9629
www.matawinie.com | info@matawinie.com
3 nights/3 dinners/3 breakfasts package. Get the most 
from your snowmobile trip with this package from  
Villégiature Matawinie. Includes: 3 glasses of red 
wine and promotion on Sleeman beer

$244.35
$264per person dbl. occ., taxes extra, available weekdays only. 

Other packages available. per person, dbl. occ., taxes and service extra.

For inForMAtion About tHe region, PACKAgeS AnD trAiL ConDitionS  AnD to reCeiVe our Free PubLiCAtionS 

LAnAuDière > 1 800 363-2788     MAuriCie > 1 800 567-7603

snowmobilecountry.ca

From

1200, chemin Baie-du-Milieu
Saint-Michel-des-Saints, Québec  J0K 3B0
450 833-1919 | 1 877 822-2623
www.lactaureau.com | info@lactaureau.com

Four-star resort centre in rustic log cabin style, offering 100 rooms  
at the inn and 58 condo units. 
Snowmobile package includes:  
> 1 night in forest room  
> buffet breakfast  
> seasonal activities, access to indoor pool,  
     sauna and whirlpool 

10, chemin du Lac-Lachute
Mandeville, Québec  J0K 1L0
450 835-2533 | www.pourvoiriemastigouche.com

Come discover a snowmobile relay with unique character and one of the oldest 
in Quebec. Lodging and dining onsite. At our DINING-ROOM and BAR SALON 
you will enjoy excellent meals and a relaxing and friendly atmosphere.   
A warm welcome from the Koubek family awaits you. 

Night and breakfast packages

Auberge Du LAC tAureAu MAStigouCHe KoubeK’S CLub

$100 $59per person dbl. occ., gratuities included, taxes extra,  
according to availability, low-season rate per pers. dbl. occ., plus taxes and services

From
Starting at

Centre Du  
PourVoyeur
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HERE’S TO A SAFE SEASON
By Jim Elmore, NYSSA Vice President

Greetings to all! I’ve already had the chance to 
go to several snowmobile functions across the 
state. So far, many have told me attendance 
is good and they’ve been able to raise some 
much-needed funds from these events. Many 
clubs’ sponsors have not abandoned them and 
are looking forward to the continued partner-
ship with the local clubs. The events I attended 
had large amounts of door prizes for the mem-
bers to win.  Sponsors know our sport and the 
loyalty of our members; one bad year will not 
turn them away from helping us out. 

Remember to respect all landowners whose 
land we’re allowed to ride on. Please refrain 
from littering or damaging others’ property or 
crops. Obey all the signs you see on the trail; 
they are there to inform the rider.  If you come 
to a trail sign that is knocked over, please stop 
and try to take corrective action and fix the sign.  
If you are unable, please contact the local club 
and report it to them. We are all in this together 
so lets all give great respect to the land and oth-
ers when out enjoying our sport.  

Many clubs are now starting to hold vintage 
shows or rides. If you are not into vintage snow-
mobiles you’re missing out. The owners are 
pouring a lot of money into their old machines. 
Many travel across the Northeast to show these 
vintage snowmobiles off to the public. If your 
club does not have an event for the vintage 
group, look into hosting some type of event.  

Some clubs promoting vintage snowmobile 
shows are increasing club funds and receiving 
increased public exposure for the club.  

Starting in January 2013, NYSSA will be pro-
posing legislation for some type of vintage 
registration to help expand the trail fund. Thou-
sands of these vintage snowmobiles are still ca-
pable of being operated but the owners choose 
not to register them because of the cost and the 
vintage sled’s limited use. The newer sleds are 
ridden all the time, but they just want to take 
the old ones out once in a while. Stay tuned and 
watch for updates on the NYSSA website.  

Also available on the website is the cur-
rently released Economic Impact Study. Please 
take time to read it. If you’re having problems 
with local government officials, prepare your-
self with the information in this study to use in 
your discussion with these officials. This study 
will also help show potential sponsors the cost 
value of supporting your club and the trails. 
Clubs need to become more aggressive in fun-
draising. With the recession and so many other 
groups looking for donations, businesses are 
less motivated to donate in this current busi-
ness climate. Instead of just looking for a dona-
tion, it’s more professional to explain to a spon-
sor what your club can do to help their business 
grow. Use this approach and you’re more likely 
to develop a long, stable partnership. 

Clubs should be getting ready to attend NYS-

SA’s Annual Meeting and Educational Forum 
being held in Lake Placid, New York, April 19-
21, 2013.  Please try your hardest to attend the 
Forum. Lake Placid is an exciting city and the 
historic site of the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olym-
pics.  Many items NYSSA has been working on 
the last year will be presented to the delegates 
for their approval.  NYSSA is looking into a more 
equitable system of distributing funds back to 
the clubs. Many of our sponsors are returning 
to the event, along with the vintage snowmo-
bile show.     

Please stay safe this season and enjoy our 
volunteer-built and maintained trail system.  
Don’t be a stranger, stop in at any local club 
meeting or stop in for the NYSSA Board of Di-
rectors meeting held each month. Check out 
the NYSSA website for dates and places.  

Let it snow and snow often! ‘Til next time..  <



Join the free Ski-Doo Originals program:

SAVE UP TO 50% On gEnUinE BRP PARTS*

gET A chAncE TO Win A BRAnD nEW SKi-DOO SLED
inViTE An OWnER AnD yOU cAn Win An $8,000 DREAm VAcATiOn

For more information and to sign-up visit:

SKi-DOO-ORiginALS.cOm

©2012 Bombardier recreational Products inc. (BRP). ® and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. *To be eligible for the Ski-Doo Originals program, you must own a 1998 to 2007 
Ski-Doo snowmobile and be a resident of canada or the United States (excluding Florida) when registering. Every eligible vehicle identification number will receive a promo code for exclusive 
use on the website genuine.parts.ski-doo.com. Discounts apply to selected items only. For more details on the program and the contest, visit ski-doo-originals.com.
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        Like us on facebook!
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages Commerce-Chenango/77732079970

Chenango County Trails
DON’T PASS US BY!

•  300 miles of funded trails

•  180” annual snowfall

•  112,000 acres state land

®NYSDED

Visit www.chenangoNY.org or call 1-877-CHENANGO

RIDE NEW YORK

Winter Recreation; Old 
Forge, Central Adirondacks 
Traditions are great things happening again 
and again over time. There’s a tradition of win-
ter recreation in Old Forge, Snowmobile Cen-
tral of the Adirondacks. 

Visitors have played in Old Forge snow since 
the mid-1800s. Snowshoes, skis, and tobog-
gans were used to pack the trails through the 
woods and over the mountains of the Central 
Adirondacks. Adventurers trudged, glided, and 
skidded over the frozen landscape, waiting for 
the marriage of machinery and recreation. 

In 1936, a rope was hitched to the wheel of 
a truck, and skiers were whisked to the top of 
Maple Ridge. That made winter much easier 
and much more fun. During the 1960s, recre-
ational tourists roared into Old Forge on snow-
mobiles, and the area soon became famous as 
“The Snowmobile Capital of the East”. Skiing 
expanded to McCauley Mountain, and the 
small ski area with big mountain terrain and 
attitude has produced two Olympic skiers and 
is training more. A second marriage has devel-
oped with many locals transporting to McCau-
ley on snowmobiles.  

Snowmobilers rave about the professional 
grooming, and the technical riding through 
woodlands and up to mountain lookouts 
along the trails from Old Forge to Eagle Bay, 
Big Moose, Stillwater and Beaver River. The 
500-square mile local trail system connects to 
NY State trails to the north and south, and the 
Tug Hill region to the west. 

The recipe: Mix snow and fun, add great 
people, shake or stir, enjoy. 

Old Forge: Accessible, affordable, fun. Lo-
cated less than an hour north of Utica and the 
NYS Thruway on NY Routes 12 and 28 featur-
ing all the amenities: Lodging, restaurants 
and shops at rates reminiscent of Mayberry, 
not Monaco. Friendly people live in Old Forge 
because they like winter fun, and they have 
open, snowy arms ready to welcome people 
like you who feel the same way.

That’s how traditions are built in Old Forge 
and the Central Adirondacks. Come when 
you’re ready… it’s ready for you.

Member Discounts
NYSSA has added many new discounters, including 
travel, insurance, auto rental, hotels, cruises.. They are 
all listed at  http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/mem-
berdiscounts
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WELCOME TO ALL SNOWMOBILERS WHO CARE ABOUT ENVIRONMENT!

2013 WINTER PACKAGES
REGIONAL SNOWMOBILE TRAILS MAP
TRAIL CONDITIONS

2 300 MILES
FINEST TRAILS
NORTH AMERICA

2 300 MILES
FINEST TRAILS

OF
THE

FINEST TRAILS
NORTH AMERICA
FINEST TRAILS IN

QUÉBEC/CANADA

SNOWWWILD.COM



NYSSA NEWS
Government Affairs 
Hal Fleishman, Chairman, 
Government Affairs Committee

The Importance of NYSSA Government 
Relations
Snowmobiling in New York is tremendously im-
pacted by local, state and federal officials who 
exercise regulatory, legislative and policy powers 
over our activities. This is why NYSSA has devel-
oped an aggressive government relations opera-
tion at all levels of government to engage with 
these elected and appointed officials for the ben-
efit of snowmobiling and its related activities.

While NYSSA has a strong and effective grass-
roots organization powered by the collective 
voice of its 240 clubs and the 150,000 NY riders, 
there’s no substitute for a professional “boots-on-
the-ground” lobbying presence at the State Capi-
tol to augment this effort.

Capitol Group, LLC continues to be our go-to 
team for state lobbying in Albany, promoting the 
NYSSA agenda as developed by the Government 
Affairs Committee members of our Board of Di-
rectors. They help safeguard our sport from bad 
legislation, uninformed policy and those who are 

hostile to snowmobiling. Capitol Group helps de-
velop relationships with New York officials so that 
they can understand our priorities and we can un-
derstand theirs. These lawmakers and policymak-
ers are cultivated, cared for, and communicated 
with on a regular basis through Capitol Group, our 
clubs and our grassroots activities.

Election Results
The upcoming 2013 State Legislative Session will 
present many challenges for NYSSA. The Novem-
ber elections left open the question of who will 
be the majority in the State Senate.  Hopefully by 
the time you read this that issue will be resolved. 
Democrats are now the majority by a wide margin 
in the Assembly and hold all of New York’s state-
wide offices. In any event, 2013 is the first year of 
the two-year legislative session and will mean that 
all legislation that had been introduced the last 
two years will need to be reintroduced. The elec-
tion has brought new members to both houses of 
the legislature and to both sides of the aisle. 

NYSSA will be meeting with many of these new 
members, legislative leaders, committee chairs 
and key staff over the next few months to inform 
them about NYSSA, snowmobiling and our legis-
lative agenda. Perhaps most daunting is the status 
of the underfunded state Snowmobile Trail Fund 
due to the complete lack of snow in the state this 

prior winter that will put tremendous financial 
stress on NYSSA clubs as they attempt to keep the 
trails open, groomed and safe this season. 

2012: Route 8, Town of Deerfield, 
Oneida County Bill Signed into Law
This year, the NYSSA-sponsored legislation to al-
low a portion of the highway right-of-way along 
Route 8 in Oneida County to be designated for use 
by snowmobiles was signed into law by Governor 
Andrew Cuomo. 

Sections of the parks, recreation and historic 
preservation law relating to the operation of 
snowmobiles on highways specifically states that 
snowmobiles will not be operated on the Thru-
way, interstate highways and controlled access 
state highways. Under the new law, the Commis-
sioners of the Office of Parks and the Department 
of Transportation will develop conditions for the 
safe use of this portion of Route 8 for snowmo-
biles. This designation is for one year and can be 
renewed without the need for passage of a new 
bill each year with the concurrence of the Com-
missioner of DOT.

NYSSA appreciates the leadership on the part 
of the bill’s sponsors, Senator Joseph Griffo and 
Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi, the support of 
the Governor and the cooperation of the Office of 
Parks and the Department of Transportation.
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FULTON 
COUNTY, NY

“Gateway to the Adirondacks”
Snowmobiling ∙ Skiing ∙ Snowshoeing ∙ Ice Fishing 

Choice #22: A Winter Adventure

44 lakes...44 choices
Call for a free snowmobile trail guide!
1-800-676-3858  •  www.44lakes.com
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A Look Ahead to 2013
NYSSA will be seeking passage of bills during the 
upcoming 2013 Legislative Session to enhance 
snowmobiling in New York State.

Protecting the State Snowmobile Trail Fund
Each year, the state budget authorizes the Divi-
sion of the Budget to sweep hundreds of millions 
of dollars of unspent balances in the state’s special 
revenue accounts to the General Fund to help bal-
ance the budget. This annual authorization ex-
posed the Snowmobile Trail Fund to a potential 
$1 million financial raid this past fiscal year to help 
balance the state budget. 

Capital Group, by mobilizing key legislators who 
have in the past aggressively supported NYSSA 
and snowmobiling, and working with many high-
level Cuomo Administration officials, was able to 
insure that not one dollar of the nearly $500 million 
eventually “redirected” under this budget sweep 
provision this year came from the Snowmobile 
Trail Fund. Unlike essentially every other special 
revenue account in the budget, the Snowmobile 
Trail Fund was again protected.   

This coming session NYSSA will be pressing for 
the introduction of legislation that will make it 
more difficult to sweep these funds. The proposed 
legislation requires that before a sweep takes place, 
state officials will need to analyze the long term im-

pact on the fund and its ability to level resources 
from one year to the next. These past two years 
were a good example of where a balance of funds 
was needed to make up for a very poor snow year.   

Snowmobile Noise Testing
One such bill is a NYSSA-initiated proposal to allow 
the Office of Parks to establish an alternative stan-
dard and practical noise field test for snowmobiles.

The vast majority of NY’s 10,500 mile snowmo-
bile trail system is located on private land voluntari-
ly offered by the landowners for use as a snowmo-
bile trails. Many landowners who do not open their 
land (even many of those who do) cite loud illegal 
exhausts as the reason to not allow snowmobiling 
on their land. 

New York State law provides that no new snow-
mobile may be offered for sale in the state unless 
it emits less than 73 db when measured by the “A” 
scale at 50 ft. New sleds encompassing 4-stroke or 
direct injection technology frequently emit far less 
than the state standard. However, the responsible 
work of the manufacturers can easily be negated 
by a non-complying aftermarket exhaust.

While current state law makes it a violation for 
snowmobiles to exceed certain db levels or for op-
erators to remove exhaust equipment, these laws 
are difficult to enforce and are therefore ineffective.  
NYSSA proposes to provide authority for the Office 

of Parks to use the J2567 test, an easy to administer 
stationary noise level test that has been developed 
in consultation with the manufacturers and is used 
in several other states including Michigan, Wiscon-
sin and Colorado. The J2567 test can be employed 
by any police or peace officer.  

It is important to note that this legislation as 
proposed by NYSSA will not impose any new noise 
standard on any snowmobile; but rather only pro-
vides an alternative and analogous noise measur-
ing technique. It is hoped that this practical noise 
enforcement tool will lead to a better snowmobil-
ing experience for everyone and entice more land-
owners to open their lands to snowmobilers. 

Reduced Registration Fees for Vintage 
Snowmobiles
A second proposal involves NYSSA’s desire to re-
spond to the needs of snowmobilers who have 
antique or vintage snowmobiles that are seldom 
used on the trail system. By providing for a unique 
registration fee that recognizes the limited use of 
these older snowmobiles, the state can help re-
duce the costs of operation of these vintage sleds 
while still insuring an adequate contribution to the 
state snowmobile trail fund. It is NYSSA’s expecta-
tion that a reduced fee will result in a larger per-
centage of these older sleds being registered and 
therefore generate a net increase in revenues to 
the trail fund. 
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SLED THE ADIRONDACKS >>>>>>>>>

We brag that we strip new sled for new parts.
NEW PARTS, USED PARTS VINTAGE PARTS

Used Tracks starting $125.00 
& UP

*NEW Camoplast Tracks starting $299.00 
& UP

121”x15” 

121”x15” 

Used parts save 30 to 80% off retail pricing 
based on mileage, condition and availability.

GPS 8187 State Route 12 & 28 Barneveld NY 13304

SAVE $$$$ SAVE $$$$ 

Fax order to 315.896.2815
or call 315-896.HELP
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TWO FOR THE MONEY

So your old steed has five digits on the 
odometer (actually that was before it stopped 
working) and you’re pretty sure it’s time 
to lay Dobbin to rest and get a new sled. 
Unfortunately, the cost of entry for the latest 
and greatest, whiz-bang equipment-blessed 
model is beyond your current budget. Yup, 
you could save a lot of gas money riding a 
brand new sled that gets miserly mpg but 
the cost to get in is just out of reach. Besides, 
Mama needs a new refrigerator.

So you hit Kijiji and Craig’s List and check 
out the used stuff. It looks like there’s a lot of 
cleaned-up junk there and the best looking 

stuff is still priced pretty high and... no war-
ranties.

Next thing, you consider downgrading 
from your current well-used liquid cooled 
performance model to a new fan-cooled sled. 
Sure, you could get used to having less motor, 
but will you be happy? Not likely. 

In this foul economy surrounding us, these 
are the choices many snowmobilers are look-
ing at. However, what if there was another 
option? Right now there are at least two 
snowmobiles that offer up-to-date technol-
ogy and excellent performance and they 
are both priced in the range of a good, used 

snowmobile. Their pricing is very close to the 
most basic models offered in 2013 and that 
includes some fan-cooled models. The bot-
tom line is this: Big bang for the bucks.

Ski-Doo MX-Z Sport 600 – $6,999.00
It’s tough to deny the Ski-Doo XP is one of the 
most sophisticated designs in the snowmo-
bile marketplace. Its lightness is legendary, its 
balance between handling and suspension is 
ideal and its ergonomics fit a huge cross-sec-
tion of riders comfortably. Furthermore, the 
XP has been around a while and pretty much 
all the bugs have had a chance to come to the 

Money, money, money! It all comes down to how much it costs to 
participate in this activity we all love so much. Yes, the price of gaso-
line is obscene. As a matter of fact, anything to do with petroleum is 
pretty obscene and that includes injector oil, too.

2As Prices Climb, These Two Sleds Deliver Real Cost Savings
     > Supertrax Staff Report



Get the Adirondacks 
FOR FREE.

FreeSledMap.com
518.846.8016

FREE SNOWMOBILE MAP showing:
•  More than 2500 miles of groomed trails
•  95% free trail access
•  Lodging, dining and service locations
Great sled and stay packages available!

Click or call now!
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surface and be swatted. This is a very-up-to-
date platform with proven genetics.

Ski-Doo offers this snowmobile with a long 
menu of very cool engines: Two different 
4-strokes, two DI 2-strokes and a very good 
fan-cooled, cylinder reed 550.  Somewhere 
in the shadows is an almost-forgotten 600 
2-stroke with a relatively short list of sophisti-
cated tricks - carburetors, cylinder reed valves, 
RAVE exhaust valves, digital ignition. 

Keep in mind, this XP, even with an “old-tech” 
600 under its hood, is way more advanced 
than any snowmobile was ten years ago. It’s 
what makes the MX-Z Sport such an attrac-
tive offering. This engine-chassis combo is so 
good, Ski-Doo is actually worried about selling 

too many. Inverted sales of this carbureted, 
non-EPA certified sled compared to it’s squeaky 
clean brethren could ruin Ski-Doo’s corporate 
average fuel economy (CAFE) rating and result 
in penalties. There are only so many Sport 600s 
available and Ski-Doo rarely promotes them. 
What makes the Sport so attractive is its price. 
It sells right in the middle of what three of the 
OEMs charge for a fan-cooled 550.

Suspenders
We’ve often stated you could use elastic 
bands for shocks on any XP and it would 
ride decently. Maybe not, but this one has 
lower cost steel bodied gas cell shocks that 
actually work very well and its coupled SC-5 

skidframe with a rate adjuster and 15-inches 
of travel delivers exceptional ride results. 
Another thing: The Sport comes with a 1.25-
inch RipSaw track, a definite upgrade. More. 
Ski-Doo didn’t skimp on important things 
like the windshield, (15-inches of good wind 
protection), the instruments (all data includ-
ing an electric gas gauge), RER and high-tech 
skis (plastic Pilot 5.7s, the same as the pricier 
Ski-Doo models).

This engine, in this light chassis is a potent 
one making about 110-hp and delivering 
gutsy performance both at trail speeds and at 
the big end. Except for evidence of smoke at 
start-up and shorter distances between visits 
to the gas pumps, you could compare it fairly 

<<<<<<<<< SLED THE ADIRONDACKS
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NEED NEW VISA IMAGE - This is 

the one from last year
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Scan QR code with your smart phone to access our updated winter trails report.

For trail and fi shing reports, special events and visitor information: 1-800-248-4FUN (4386)

WWW.VISITOSWEGOCOUNTY.COM

IT’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

    Highest annual snowfall east of the Rockies! With more than 360 miles of groomed 
snowmobile trails you won’t fi nd a

better place to vacation this winter than 
in Oswego County! Thousands of acres of 

pristine wilderness. Friendly and affordable 
accommodations.

closely to its E-TEC 600 sibling. Well, actually, 
the E-TEC is better in almost every way, but its 
price, even in the least costly version, is over 
three grand more.

There you have it - your excuse to buy a 
new sled instead of a used one. This is an 
amazing bargain, almost too good to be true.

Polaris Indy 600 – $7,999.00
Polaris shocked everyone this year by re-
awakening the Indy name and making the 
new version a thoroughly modern snowmobile 
without losing the aura of magic surrounding 
the original. 

The all-new 2013 Indy combines the front 
clip of the RUSH Pro-Ride platform with the 
shock-in-skid technology carried over from the 
rock-solid IQ, at the rear. The combo is a good 
one. The new Indy is incredibly light, taking full 
advantage of Polaris’s patented bonding pro-
cess to actually “glue” the sled together. All of 
the precious metal and design efficiency of the 
light, strong Pro-Ride variable caster, double 
A-arm front end merges with a proven falling 
rate, fully coupled skidframe with plenty of 
travel (13.9-inches). The result is an incredibly 
rigid, incredibly light, great handling snowmo-
bile platform.

Where the comparison between the new 
Indy and Ski-Doo’s 600 Sport gets fuzzy is 
when you start to match up some of the stan-
dard goodies you get with the Indy. Although 
the Indy is priced higher, its equipment list is 
definitely better. For instance, shocks: The Indy 
uses four premium Ryde FX MPV aluminum 

bodied, compression adjustable gas cell 
shocks. Also, the Indy 600 engine is the same 
Cleanfire injected twin available with the RUSH 
and makes 125 honest stallions compared 
to the Ski-Doo’s 110. One downgrade in the 
comparison is the track. The Indy comes with a 
.91 lugged 121-inch ShockWave compared to 
the deeper 1.25-lugger on the Ski-Doo. 

Feedback
Our riding experience last March with the 
new Indy was a very positive one and we 
were wowed with the sled’s nimble, very 

light-at-the-handlebars feedback and razor 
sharp handling. This is a fast snowmobile with 
a level of smoothness you can only get with 
a fuel-injected motor. We would call the rear 
end ride a draw between the Ski-Doo and the 
Indy but the handling tilts toward the Indy 
unless you add in the optional second carbide 
for the Ski-Doo’s Pilot 5.7 skis.

The Indy 600 should not be confused 
with the former IQ Shift. This is in no way a 
rationalized or stripped down ride - rather, it’s 
a full-featured sled that offers very little com-
promise. Everything from gauges to the skis 

Continued on page 30



CLOTHING - HELMETS - GOGGLES - PARTS - AVALANCHE GEAR & MORE! 1-800-396-7034
Serving Snowmobilers Throughout The United States, Canada & Across The Globe!

Monster Energy®
Tucker Hibbert Replica

NEW FOG 
FREE GOGGLES!

FREE SHIPPING on u.s. orders

LARGEST 509 DEALER! 509 SINISTER GOGGLES

509 AVIATOR 
GOGGLES

FREE DVD with Every 
509 Helmet or Goggle

in
stock!

DVDS

100% USA MADE100% USA MADE

New Dominator Helmet!

LARGEST 
BOSS DEALER!

WIN A
$250
SHOPPING SPREE!

“Like” Us for your chance to win!
2 Winners this month!

Plus deals throughout the year!

NEW FOG 
FREE GOGGLES!FREE GOGGLES!

GOGGLES

www.facebook.com/FirstPlaceParts

MOUNTAIN ADDICTION
JUGS & BAGS

Kits starting 
at just $129

YES! WE SHIP TO CANADA!

GET YOUR FREE 

CATALOG TODAY!

TIMBERSLED 
SNOW BIKE KITS
RIDING LIKE YOU’VE NEVER 
EXPERIENCED BEFORE!

NEW PRO SEATS 
WITH STUD GRIP

$239$219

$239
$209

$219

$219

$219

$219

$229 $229

$249

$239

$259

$225 $225

$289 $399

$189

$179 $174

$249

$179 $124

$79
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HAMILTON COUNTY
The Speculator Region: So Many Choices For Great Riding

Hamilton County New York is located completely within the 6-Million acre Adirondack State Park, the largest park in the mainland USA!  
The entire park is larger than the state of Vermont.   “Inside the blue line”, as it’s known locally, you will find a patchwork of private and 
public lands, unlike large National Parks like Yellowstone or Yosemite. The ratio of private to public lands is roughly 1:1. Hamilton County 
occupies about 1,745 square miles of these mountains and valleys and is located about a 50-minute ride north of the NYS Thruway/I-90.  
For snowmobilers, Hamilton County and its neighboring Herkimer County are the Mecca for riding in the Northeast!

 > Story by Paul Allen and John Buckley, NYSSA Directors for Hamilton County

The Speculator region of Hamilton 
County provides approximately 75 miles 
of groomed trails in a mixture of primarily 
State Forest Preserve, Conservation Ease-
ment and private lands. Thanks to its rural 
location within the Adirondack Park, Specu-
lator has a rich history in snowmobiling 
recreation dating back to the early 1970’s. It 
was one of the first areas in NY to recognize 
the economic benefit of the snowmobiling 
industry, and was one of the first villages in 
the Adirondacks to establish an organized 
network of groomed trails with a “Trail 
Permit” system.  In the early 1980’s the Trail 
Permit system was abolished, and now all 
trails in and around Speculator are free of 
charge and open to all. No special permit is 
required, but all sleds must be registered in 
NY to ride NY trails. 

The vast majority of snowmobile trails 
in Speculator are located on State ease-
ment lands known as the Perkins Clearing / 
Speculator Tree Farm (PCSTF). Until 

RIDE NEW YORK



recently, these lands had been in Interna-
tional Paper ownership and were managed 
for timber for the last 100 years. In 2005, 
the State of New York acquired a conserva-
tion easement on these lands. The ease-
ment limits subdivision and development 
on the property, requires that forestry be 
practiced sustainably, and provides public 
recreation rights. In 2006, International 
Paper Company sold nearly all of its Ad-
irondack timberlands, including the Perkins 
Clearing/Speculator Tree Farm Conserva-
tion Easement lands, to the Lyme Timber 
Company, the current landowner.

Since the easement lands are an active 
working timber forest, logging activities are 
in practice year-round. Consult the web to 
learn what trails are open and where log-
ging activities are occurring.  On occasion, 
both snowmobiles and loggers will share 
the same trail so please be careful and obey 
all posted speed limits.  In addition, be 

aware that cross-country skiers and snow-
shoers may use some of trails. Slow down 
when passing them.

A Great Place to Bring the Kids
The Speculator region is unique in that its 
network of trails provides opportunities for 
families to enjoy the sport as well as explore 
the back country without leaving services 
like gas and food more than 20 miles away 
at any time.  The Adirondack Speculator 
Region Chamber of Commerce (ASRCC) and 
Hamilton County Department of Tourism 
promote the area as a family-oriented des-
tination with a variety of winter activities; 
snowmobiling, alpine and cross country 
skiing, tubing, skating, ice-fishing and 
snowshoeing. Snowmobiling is by far the 
most popular activity on and around the 
conservation easement lands. Designated 
and groomed snowmobile trails on these 
lands connect with snowmobile trails on 

Severe Duty Belts
by EPI

KLIM believes it has developed the most advanced 
snowmobile goggle in the world.  The Radius 
Goggle is completely revolutionary and is the result 
of tirelessly sourcing technical solutions riders 
encounter every day they ride.  KLIM produces a 
superior goggle by focusing on fog-proofing, field 
of vision, lens durability, ventilation and comfort. 
Truly the new standard in winter optical perfor-
mance.  Supertrax test riders have been using these 
goggles and love them!  Visit www.denniskirk.com 
or call 1-800-970-2309 to get a pair.

ARCTIVA
Comp 7 Gear

EPI, an 
industry 

leader in snow-
mobile, ATV & SxS 

performance clutching 
introduces its new line of 

Severe Duty Snowmobile Drive 
Belts.  Years ago, EPI re-invented the 

Severe Duty Belt market by introducing 
its line of Severe Duty ATV and SxS drive belts. 

Now EPI brings that same leading-edge technology 
and expertise to its line of snowmobile drive belts. 
EPI’s Severe Duty Belts provide consistent, durable 

CVT operation. Priced at $124.95, with a 1 year 
warranty. Contact EPI at 218-829-6036 or online at 

EPIperformance.com

KLIM’s Vision is Clear

New for 2013, Arctiva’s Comp 7 insulated gear de-
livers authentic competition styling but with the 
added comfort of an extreme condition insulation 
package.  This, combined with multiple oversized 
zip-vents, allows the rider to regulate temperature 
in a broad range of conditions.  Available in nine 
shot color patterns for men and three for women.  
Call 1-800-970-2309 or go to www.denniskirk.com
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We  carry some of the best brands in outerwear

WHAT COULD BE BETTER?

Use your smartphone
to scan the QR Code
for FREE hand warmers!

THE FOUR CORNERS, SPECULATOR, NY
(518) 548-6123  •  WWW.SPECULATORDEPARTMENTSTORE.COM

Direct access to trails, hot food and supplies.

WHAT COULD BE BETTER?

THE FOUR CORNERS, SPECULATOR, NY  •  (518) 548-7451  •  WWW.CHARLIEJOHNS.COM

Use your smartphone
to scan the QR Code for
a FREE cup of coffee!
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Forest Preserve and private lands that are part 
of the trail system connecting the communi-
ties of Piseco Lake, Lake Pleasant, Speculator, 
Indian Lake and Wells.

Parking
Parking for tow vehicles and trailers is avail-
able at the Speculator Village Pavillion/Fire-
house, or Moffit’s Beach Campgrounds which 
are closed in the winter.  All have direct access 
to the trail system or, if you are staying at a 
local motel, ride from your door!

Speculator Clubs
Snowmobile trail conditions in the area are 
a top priority with the two clubs in the area, 
newly formed D.R.A.G. of Speculator (www.
dragofspeculator.com) and the Pleasant Rid-
ers Snowmobile Club (www.pleasantriders.
com).  The local Highway Departments in the 
towns of Lake Pleasant and Arietta are the 
backbone of the trail maintenance operations 
performing off and on season chores during 
the weekday hours with the clubs augment-
ing their work on a volunteer basis.  Trail 

conditions, including an interactive map, local 
lodging/restaurant information, webcams, and 
other useful visitor information is available at 
the Chamber of Commerce website (www.
speculatorchamber.com) and D.R.A.G. website 
(www.dragofspeculator.com).  Snowmobile 
rental information is available at Village Rent-
als (www.Villagerentalsny.com).  <

Speculator area is home to both the 
2012 NYSSA Dealer of the Year and 
2012 NYSSA Groomer of the Year.





NYSSA NEWS
NYSSA Announces  $4,000 
Accidental Death 
and Dismemberment 
Insurance Benefit
NYSSA and the National Income Life Insurance Com-
pany (NILICO) will continue their long-standing part-
nership for the upcoming 2012-2013 season by an-
nouncing a benefits increase for all NYSSA members. 
NILICO provides NYSSA members with accidental 
death and dismemberment (AD&D) coverage at no 
additional cost to the NYSSA membership. The NILI-
CO insurance policy covers members 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, anytime and anywhere. The AD&D 
benefit has been increased to $4,000 of coverage for 
all NYSSA members in good standing. 

NILICO and NYSSA have partnered for ten years, 
adding quality membership benefits to NYSSA mem-
bers. NILICO was the first company to provide con-
tinuing benefits to our members in their time of need 
and has paid more than $1 million in claims to NYSSA 
members and their families during our partnership. 

Renew Now for Peace of Mind
In order to ensure continuous coverage, we encour-
age NYSSA members to join their club and register 
their snowmobiles ASAP for the 2012-2013 season. 
If you have not renewed your club membership, 
your coverage has lapsed. NYSSA members are en-
couraged to take preventative measures to address 
life’s unexpected tragedies and provide financial as-
surance to their families. Be sure to take the time to 
fill out the insurance information card properly, by 
including all beneficiaries and contact information.  
Providing a named beneficiary will ensure swift pay-
ment to a NYSSA member’s family.  Remember, the 
NILICO benefit is paid in the case of ANY accidental 
death or dismemberment and is not restricted to a 
snowmobile accident. 

NILICO provides valuable benefits to NYSSA 
members with their increased $4,000 AD&D cover-
age along with Child Safe Kits and a Family Informa-
tion Guide. The Child Safe Kits are available for each 
child in the family. The Kit is a place to record and 
store vital information, including fingerprints for 
authorities if a child goes missing. The Family Infor-
mation Guide provides a convenient place to record 
information regarding members’ final wishes as well 
as the location of important legal documents to aid 
family members when necessary. 

NILICO also provides an optional health services 
discount program that will be available to members 
who return their beneficiary card. The discount pro-
gram provides point-of-sale discounts on several 
health care services including prescriptions, vision 
care/products, hearing and dental care at participat-
ing providers. A NILICO representative is available to 
provide additional information on coverage avail-
ability and benefits.

The AD&D coverage available through NYSSA’s 
partnership with NILICO is just one of many benefits 
that NYSSA members receive with their membership. 
Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com for a full description 
of member benefits.  
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to electronic reverse, to a 15-inch windshield 
tell you this sled is the whole package. 

The bottom line about the two is that they 
are very comparable in weight and riding 
demeanor, not too far apart when it comes to 
power and the price difference is well-justified 
because of the feature upgrades on the Indy. 
It is definitely priced right - about $1,000.00 
more than the MX-Z Sport but about 
$2,000.00 less than a base RUSH 600.

You Decide
There’s something about snowmobilers 
that makes them crave the “latest and 
greatest”.  However, these two sleds allow 
their buyers to experience very advanced 
engineering, credible performance and the 
benefit of owning a brand new sled for rea-
sonable money. We think their value makes 
a big statement about where the business 
needs to go!  <

SKI-DOO MX-Z SPORT 600

Engine:  Liquid cooled, oil injected, cylinder  
 reed 597cc twin with RAVE controlled  
 exhaust valves. 110hp (EST).

Carburetion:  2-TM 40 Mikuni. TPS

Exhaust:  Two into one.

Clutches:  TRA III. Internal helix, QRS 
 adjustable secondary.

Track:  120 x 15 x 1.25-inch RipSaw.

Brake:  Bombardier-Brembo dual 
 piston hydraulic.

Skis:  Plastic dual runner Pilot 5.7. 

Ski-Stance:  42.4 inches 

Front Suspension: Unequal length A-frame. Twin tube
 Motion Control gas cell shocks. 
 9 inches travel.

Rear Suspension: SC-5 2-way coupled.  Motion Control  
 gas cell shocks. Two position rate  
 adjuster. 15 inches travel. 

Fuel Capacity:  10.6 US gal./ 40 liters

Published  420 lbs./191kg.
dry weight:

Wet weight:  498 lbs. (EST)

Special Notes:  XP platform. 4.5-inch riser. 
 1.25-inch track.

POLARIS INDY 600 

Engine:  Liquid cooled, oil injected, 599cc case
 reed twin with electronically controlled  
 exhaust valves and CFI. 125hp (EST).

Carburetion:  2-throttle bodies with TPS sensor &  
 detonation control.

Exhaust:  Two into one.

Clutches:  Polaris P-85 primary. 
 P2 roller cam secondary. 

Track:  121 x15 x .91 Shockwave. 

Brake:  Polaris-Phantom dual piston hydraulic  
 with steel braided hose.

Skis:  Plastic with carbide runners

Ski-Stance:  42.5 inches

Front Suspension: Unequal length, non parallel A-arms 
  with anti-sway bar. Ryde FX MPV gas  
 shocks. 9 in. travel.

Rear Suspension: 2-way coupled. Front arm: Ryde FX  
 MPV gas. Rear arm: Ryde FX MPV gas. 
 13.9 in. travel. 

Fuel Capacity:  11.5 US gal/43.5 liters

Published  447 lbs/203 kg. 
dry weight:

Wet weight:  532 lbs. (EST) 

Special Notes: PERC electronic reverse. 
 Fixed position 3.5-inch riser.

SPECIFICATIONS

Continued From Page 24
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Cocktails & Dinner
Live Entertainment - Every Saturday Night!

Fridays 4-10pm & Saturdays 4-11pm
Snowmobilers Welcome!!!

Come Join Us...
Re-Opening January 4, 2013

177 Hudson Street, Warrensburg • 518-623-5599 • www.thelodgeonecholake.com



SLED TUG HILL >>>>>>>>>
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<<<<<<<<< SLED TUG HILL

Over 80 locations
Proudly Serving

Central NY Snowmobilers
since 1980!

To see our SNOWCAM
visit: www.niceneasy.com

A webcam is located at our Constableville, NY
location on the Tug Hill Plateau

FUEL, FRESH FOOD, SNACKS, ATM & More!

We Appreciate Your Business!
for discounts, exclusive o�ers, 

contests or to join the conversation visit

like us on facebook
facebook.com/niceneasygroceryshoppes

twitter@NNEASY
follow us on twitter

w w w . n i c e n e a s y . c o m

Non-ethanol Gas NOW AVAILABLE!*
*Brewerton, Clay, Constableville, Richland, Star Lake and 

Williamstown locations
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As most people feel when they first got into 
this sport… it’s all about the riding.  Not many 
people realize what it takes to have an open trail 
system for us to ride on, especially back in the 
70’s and early 80’s when most riding was done 
close to home and not too many maintained 
trails were developed. But now that NYS has 
over 10,000 miles of funded trails traversing 
most of the upstate region, the work that clubs 
do is sometimes not fully  comprehended.  In 
articles written by the Officers, Directors, and 
staff of NYSSA, we are attempting to educate 
riders to the needs of clubs and our trails.

Snowmobile club volunteers give up a lot 
of their free time, some for many hundreds 
of hours each year, all for the benefit of their 
club(s) and the sport. The ability to recreate on 
one’s snowmobile during the beautiful winter 
months is the end result. However, one thing 
most riders do not understand is that we ALL 
are representatives of this sport and need to rec-
ognize that fact in order to preserve it properly 
and positively. Without that, trails in NY might 
be gone someday.

Yes, we rely heavily on Jack Frost for the cold 

and Mother Nature for the snow, but the actions 
of snowmobilers themselves are most impor-
tant to the future of snowmobiling in NYS and 
beyond. Actions like volunteering for trail work 
is on top of my list, with choosing to ride only on 
the marked trails, being respectful to other trail 
users, helping support legislation important to 
the sport and showing appreciation to the gen-
erous landowners. Keeping one’s sled’s exhaust 
quiet as stock is also so important to the others 
who don’t choose to ride with us and only see, 
hear, and/or read about us. Being representa-
tives in a positive light will go far.

Landowners that allow trails to be located 
on their property are the backbone of this 
sport. Without them we would not have such a 
network of trails as we do. They deserve recogni-
tion and respect for their generosity.  I implore 
each and every one of you to show that respect 
any time you either come across a landowner or 
when/if you know one. Just that little thanks will 
go a long way with our landowners, believe me. 
RESPECT of landowners also is shown by staying 
on the marked trails, never littering, and not tak-
ing a landowner or club to court when YOU are 

at fault riding and have an unfortunate accident.  
FYI… NYS law and precedence dictates that you 
will not win, anyhow!

Some people are only informed about our 
sport by what they read and hear in media 
reports, most negatively slanted. Riders need 
to understand that they themselves can turn 
around the image we have with fellow enthu-
siasts as well as with the non- snowmobiling 
public.  Detrimental actions such as speeding, 
reckless riding, riding under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol, and any other negative action 
hurts our sport as others will read about that 
negativity.  THINK!

Some rules of the trail, like the following 
points, show respect to other users; help with 
everyone’s safety; and also will help you be 

What Kind of An
ADVOCATE FOR SNOWMOBILING
Are You?
When I got into snowmobiling in the early 1970’s as an 8-year-old (My dad had bought 
Mom a new sled the year before and when she fell and broke her back, I was given the 
sled)”. I never realized it would be a lifelong obsession and love of mine as an adult. 
Throughout the years, I went through many different phases in this sport, just as I believe 
most riders do. From simply riding on my grandparent’s land and their neighboring 
farmer friends to now as the Statewide Trails Coordinator for the New York State Snowmo-
bile Association, I can reflect back and see quite a transformation.

     > Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trails Coordinator   jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com
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viewed as a much-needed positive advocate for 
snowmobiling:  

• Share the trail with other user groups such as 
dog-walkers, horse-riders, snow-shoers, cross-
country skiers, and those hikers that like to use our 
packed down trails to get out into the woods. Give 
them a smile and a wave as you pass and most 
will reciprocate that friendliness, showcasing that 
snowmobilers are indeed respectful and are will-
ing to share the trails.

• Dim your headlights to oncoming traffic, both 
other sleds and vehicles when you are alongside 
roadways. Along those same lines, when you are 
near homes where lights could pierce windows, 
show respect and dim the lights there too. Also, 
groomer drivers find it hard to see when bright 
lights are either behind them or coming down 
the trail towards the machines and appreciate low 
beams.

• Never replace your stock snowmobile exhaust 
parts with those that are purposely built to just 
make extra noise. Most of them do not produce 
more horsepower and are the resulting complaints 
by a majority of our landowners. DO NOT JEOPAR-
DIZE OUR LANDOWNER/CLUB RELATIONSHIPS!

• Obey signs when riding between the stakes on 
the marked trails, just as one obeys road signage. 
Signage regulations come from the NYS Snowmo-
bile Trail Signing Guidelines handbook developed 
by NYS Parks and Recreation’s snowmobile unit. 
Trail signs such as Stay Right and hazard markers 
are put there for good reason. Stay Right means 
stay to the right of the trail at all times and those 
yellow signs with diagonal black slashes are point-
ing out that there is a hazard. The more snowmo-
bilers I speak to the more I hear that they never 
understood what the signs mean, so I’d like to 
describe that the black lines are actually pointing 
down to the safe portion of the trail and away from 
the hazard. Think about that when you see them.

An issue that also needs to be discussed 
more to help out with trail surface longevity is 
something more riders need to understand: Trail 
etiquette. Club officers and groomer operators 
have mentioned to me they are noticing some 
disturbing actions by a few riders. Some people 
seem hell-bent on spinning their tracks at every 
opportunity. WHY? When the trail base is not very 
thick, why would anyone that enjoys riding these 
trails purposely destroy them? Why would anyone 
feel it necessary to spin their track on the icy dirt 
base in corners to completely wipe away the snow 
the clubs need to successfully continue to groom 
them and build-up that base?  A friendly sugges-
tion to parents who reads this and who allow their 
teenage kids out onto the trails without supervi-
sion: Please make your children comprehend the 
rules of the “snowmobile road” as well as what trail 
etiquette is. Maybe a few of these witnessed and 
reported incidents are truly isolated accidents, but 
it is highly doubtful each one is. If snowmobile 
riders enjoy the nice groomed trails when there is 

sufficient snow, please work with the clubs to keep 
that snow on the trails so the groomers can build-
up the base they need for the trails to be able to 
hold up to the immense traffic they get on them.

And as an FYI, snowmobile trails in NYS do not 
open just because they may have sufficient snow 
cover on them. Landowners many times demand 
that clubs wait until after their hunting season 
ends before allowing gates or fences to be open. 
The northern zone season ends in early December 
each year. Most clubs with southern zone trails are 
closed until just before Christmas due to the late 
bow-hunting and muzzle-loading seasons. Some 
clubs have trails in both the north and south hunt-
ing zones, making it difficult to determine by one’s 
own self when they can legally ride. We ask that 
riders please check with the local clubs for more 
information on specific dates of their own trail 
system’s official opening. 

All clubs are in dire need of new trail volunteers. 
Contact the club’s officials where you ride the most 
to see what you can do for them. I’m quite sure 
they will appreciate the offer and I bet you will 
enjoy the work out on the trails as well. New riding 
friends are also forged by being active in a club. It 
is truly impressive what these groups of volunteers 
do in order to keep trails open and develop new 
ones.  Being involved in a club and NYSSA is the 
best way to become informed. 

Snowmobile trails are signed according to NYS 
Parks and Recreation’s snowmobile unit’s guide-
lines, as I pointed out above. Trails are double-
staked for safety, pointing out to riders a boundary 
that represents the safest place to be and that 
riding outside of these posts is “ride at your own 
risk” territory. When riders go even slightly outside 
of the safely marked trail, it could ultimately result 
in the club losing the landowner’s permission to 
access these fields that often have crops planted 
in them. When an entire trail has to be re-routed, 
any active club volunteer can tell you about the 
tremendous amount of work that has to be done!  
Please respect the landowners and clubs by adher-
ing to the signs.  They are there for a reason… 
everyone’s safety!

4-stroke sleds are becoming a major player on 
our trails.  The benefits to the environment and to 
the anti-snowmobilers is a positive one.  That is 
also a form of advocacy, as those that are buying 
these new machines with clean-burning motors 
for the sole reason of these positive benefits are 
representing snowmobiling in an enlightened 
manner.  So, advocacy is obtained in many forms.  

The point to this article is that it is quite appar-
ent to those involved with clubs what we need 
to do to have a positive impact on our sport.  We 
are asking that all riders realize they can help out 
and be POSITIVE ADVOCATES as well by thinking 
about their actions before they make the news in 
a negative manner.  Let your actions help out in 
that sense and let me ask one more time to offer to 
help a club.   <
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CORTLAND COUNTY
Smack Dab in the Middle of the State and Yours to Experience

When people think of snowmobiling in New York, they usually think of the most popular riding areas like Alleghany State forest, Old Forge 
and The Tug Hill plateau. But nestled in the middle of the state is Cortland County, a place the locals would like to keep for themselves.

> Story by Rick Burt, Cortland County District Director

On the eastern edge of the Finger Lakes 
region, Cortland County has some of the best 
riding available anywhere in the state, bar 
none. There’s such a variety of trails you can 
literally say there’s “something for everyone”. 
Whether you like the wide-open fields or 
the tight, twisty and technical appeal of the 
woods, Cortland County has it all. With over 
30,000 acres of state forest land and 320 miles 
of trails, maintained by nine clubs, Cortland 
County boasts the most trail miles per capita 
of any county in the state. Snowfall has rivaled 
Tug Hill and the Adirondacks from year to 
year. Many can remember times when Cort-
land still had great riding when Tug Hill was 
bare. Oh, what a feeling it is to tell your Lewis 
County buddies you’re going riding!

The clubs that maintain the trails are dedi-
cated to providing the best riding experi-
ence possible. Just like the clubs in the rest 
of New York, they are an entirely volunteer 
work force dedicated to improving our sport. 
The clubs range in size from a few dozen 
to several hundred members and maintain 
the trails with a wide range of grooming 
equipment. They use everything from sleds 
with drags to Class A Tuckers, Pisten Bullys 

and tractor conversions. Needless to say, the 
trails are almost always in great condition. 
The clubs do an excellent job keeping up 
with traffic, whether it’s on a weekend or 
mid-week.

A Great Group of Clubs Working Together 
The trails within Cortland County run from 
the Onondaga County line in the north, 
where they are maintained by The Tully Trail 
Blazers (www.tullytrailblazers.com), a group 
that sets the benchmark for signing in the 
area. This club also runs one of the biggest 
snowmobile-related events in the area. It 
hosts the hill-climbs at Song Mountain Ski 
Area. If you’ve never been, it is a must-see 
snowmobile event. Check the website for the 
January date. 

The next club heading south on C-5 trail is 
the Seven Valley Snow Goers  (www.svsginc.
com ). This club covers just about the entire 
west side of the county from the small town 
of Preble to the north, Homer and Scott to 
the west and Virgil to the south. From there 
The Dryden-Caroline Drifters (www.dcdrifters.
net) take over. They handle the southwest 
corner of the county by maintaining the C-2B 

trail. This group is always ready to step up and 
help neighboring clubs whenever needed. 
They also sponsor a Breast Cancer awareness 
ride every year and this is just one of many 
charitable rides held throughout the county 
every season. 

The Marathon Snowdusters (www.mara-
thonsnowdusters.com) handle the south 
central region of the county. The club’s Annual 
Snowmobile Drag Race pulls a huge crowd 
every February on the C-5A at Lovell Field. The 
southern most trails in the county are handled 
by one of the largest clubs represented in the 
Cortland area, The Ridge Riders Snowmobile 
Club of Whitney Point. Even though they 
only have a small amount of trails within the 
county, this club is responsible for connecting 
Cortland County with Broome County to its 
south. They are a crucial link in a trail network 
that makes up the southern tier of central 
New York. 

Where The Ridge Riders leave off, The 
Trailhounds of Cincinnatus (www.trailhounds.
org) pick it up in a big way. This group does 
an amazing job on the C-6 trail that stretches 
from the southern edge of the county, along 
the eastern side, almost to the northern 
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edge. Their trails run through towns like, 
Cincinnatus, Taylor, Pharsaila, Willet, Gre-
man, Pitcher and South Otselic, just to name 
a few. They have proven to be one of the 
hardest working clubs in the network. When 
it comes to getting the job done, they do it. 

When you get to the northeast side of the 
county you will get to enjoy the hard work 
of the Truxton Snowmobile Club (www.trux-
tontr.com ). This is another group that never 
quits and provides a critical link to join, not 
only the north south connection but an east 
west connection as well. Without this club’s 

efforts the county would be difficult to 
cross. It’s another example of what it takes 
to “make it happen” every year.  That takes 
us to the far interior of the county. Here 
you’ll find a small club that’s a big part of 
the trail system within the county, The Twin 
Bridges Snowmobile Club of McGraw (www.
tbsci.com) gets you to some of the most 
spectacular views in the county overlook-
ing the city of Cortland and beyond. They 
handle some of the toughest terrain the 
county has to offer, which makes for some 
of the most enjoyable riding around. 

Finally, there’s the northeastern corner 
maintained by The LaFayette Trail Rid-
ers (www.lafayettetrailriders.com) . Even 
though this club only has a few of miles, it 
still keeps the riders in the area connected 
to places like Highland Forest County Park 
and the rest of the east side of Onondaga 
County. 
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All the Snowmobiling Amenities
If you’re looking for a place to stay and ride from 
while you’re here, there are a couple of choices. 
To the north just over the county line, there’s a 
Best Western in the village of Tully located on the 
C-5D trail, only a minute off I-81. If you’re looking 
for something more on the resort side, there’s 
Hope Lake Lodge located in the town of Virgil at 
the Greek Peak Mountain Resort. There are world-
class accommodations here and (are you ready 
for this?) an indoor water park! That’s right, you 
can ride some of the best trails  found anywhere 
all day and then go down waterslides when you 
get done.  This past season the clubs worked with 

Melissa Burt of Preble, taking a break while riding on the C-5 trail in Homer.

the resort to get a trail to the front door! It’s just 
off the S-53 on the south side of the county.  

Near Greek Peak there’s also The Gatherings. 
There’s cabins for rent here as well as great dining 
and entertainment. Further to the south you can 
stay at The Three Bears Inn located in the village 
of Marathon. They have dining that will satisfy the 
biggest appetite after a long day on the trail. 

 The trails of Cortland County are just the 
beginning of what is offered in this rich snowmo-
biling area. Please visit www.experiencecortland.
com for more information on some of the won-
derful destinations in and around our little piece 
of New York.  < 

sleds   buy.com 

Buy or sell snowmobiles, 
ATVs and trailers on 

Canada’s largest classified 
powersports website.

A portion of each listing fee 
supports the trails you ride.

Sponsored by The Canadian Council 
of Snowmobile Organizations.

ccso-ccom

2sleds   buy.com 

Buy or sell snowmobiles, 
ATVs and trailers on 

Canada’s largest classified 
powersports website.

A portion of each listing fee 
supports the trails you ride.

Sponsored by The Canadian Council 
of Snowmobile Organizations.

ccso-ccom
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We are located on the New York State Snowmobile Trail 
System, with direct access to one of the main arteries to 
the Tug Hill Plateau and the Adirondack Park. You can 
park your vehicle and sled directly in front of your room, 
with plenty of parking for trailers, too! 

Two restaurants on premise. Fireside dining, cozy 
lounge with live entertainment. We eagerly await your 
visit. Ask about our group bonfires. See our ad in this 
issue for more information.

7900 Turin Road, Rome, New York 13440
thebeeches.com  |  800.765.7251

Nestled in the heart of Central New York, Turning Stone 
Resort Casino offers something for everyone with five 
great choices for accommodations, Vegas style gam-
ing with over 80 table games, 2,300 gaming machines 
and high-stakes Bingo, a Sportsplex featuring two rac-
quetball courts, tennis and golf domes, spacious locker 
rooms and a well-stocked pro shop, the exciting LAVA 
Nightclub, world-class spa services, superb AAA award-
winning dining choices, dazzling live entertainment and 
nonstop fun and excitement.

5218 Patrick Road, Verona, New York 13478
turningstone.com  |  800.771.7711  |  promotions@turningstone.com
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Utica, Rome, Vernon, Verona, Boonville, and all points in between. Home to  
more than 540 miles of well-groomed trails, we have your next winter getaway!

It’s a snowmobiler’s paradise! Experience unlimited excitement  
in Central New York when you…get away to it all in Oneida County!

TheGetawayRegion.com  |  800.426.3132

GET AWAY TO  
EXCITEMENT

Utica, Rome, Verona & Boonville
+  C E N T R A L  N E W  Y O R K ’ S  G E T A W A Y  R E G I O N  + 

DELUXE SNOWMOBILE  
PACKAGES START AT 

$79.95
PER NIGHT

WEEKDAY RATES AT  
THE HOTEL START AT 

$169.00

ONEIDA 
COUNTY 
SNOWMOBILE 
SPONSOR

AMERICAN
BREAKFAST 
INCLUDED

PER NIGHT
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Your snowmobile insurance should be, too.

With Nationwide® Snowmobile
Insurance you can have the kind of
protection a sled like yours deserves:

The Getzoni Agency
Grant L. Getzoni
8427 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221
1-866-447-SNOW(7669)

Find out why so many riders are
making the switch to Nationwide.
Call today to Join the Nation.

Discounts up to 35%

Earn Vanishing Deductible®
credit up to $500

Customized equipment protection
up to $3,000 included with
comprehensive coverage
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