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Governor Cuomo hits the trail with NYSSA  

Historic ñGovernorôs Rideò took place December 30 

 

On a clear and cold December day, it's only natural that the snowmobile trails in 

the Tug Hill area see a lot of traffic. But on December 30, things were even busier than normal, 

thanks to a visit from top state government officials. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo paid a visit to Lowville in Lewis County to not only ride the trails, 

but to unveil a multimillion-dollar tourism initiative that counts snowmobiling as a center-

piece. He was joined by Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Jo-

seph Martens, Sen. Betty Little, Sen. Joe Griffo, Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush and As-

semblywoman Addie Russell, as well as a contingent of New York State Snowmobile Asso-

ciation representatives. 

ñGovernor Cuomo reached out to us on this ride,ò said NYSSA Executive Director Dominic 

Jacangelo. ñWeôve been trying to get a governor out to take a ride for years, and this governor 

not only joined us but came with news that is going to greatly increase the exposure of our 

sport.ò 

Cuomo, speaking at a press conference from the Ridge View 

Lodge on Route 12, announced a $4.5 million advertising cam-

paign for winter recreation in New York State. The campaign 

will be targeting not only the populous Downstate area, but 

neighboring states and Canada. The fact New York is home to 

more than 10,000 miles of snowmobile trails is featured promi-

nently in the campaign. 

ñNew York really does have one of the best snowmobiling trail 

systems in the United States of America,ò Cuomo said during 

the conference. ñIf people see what we have in this state, they 

will come. I believe it. It's just a function of exposure.ò 

Cuomo and other officials spoke from a podium with an ñI [Snowmobile] New Yorkò logo, 

similar to the iconic ñI [Heart] NYò emblem. In addition to rolling out the advertising cam-

paign, which is already under way, Cuomo acknowledged the $868 million economic impact 

the sport has in New York ï a figure that comes from an economic impact study of snowmobi-

ling in NYS completed by SUNY Potsdam. 

Of course, avid snowmobilers already know about the great recreational resources available in 

the Empire State. And they had a chance to show the governor just a sliver of them on a 

roughly two-hour ride across the Tug Hill Plateau immediately following the press conference. 

NYSSA officials, the governor's staff, elected officials, environmental conservation officers 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Want up-to-the minute information on snowmobiling issues, trails, club events, new 

products, and more? 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation 

and others took part in the ride, which saw roughly 50 

snowmobilers passing under Tug Hill's many wind-

mills and included a stop at Whetstone Gulf. 

Upon his return to the trailhead, Cuomo had the 

chance to interact with members of the Valley Snow 

Travelers of Lewis County and to see the clubôs 

groomer barn, giving him a firsthand look at the work 

the volunteers do for the trail system across New 

York State. The governor expressed his gratitude to 

the club for the many volunteer hours they log every 

year. 

In his speech, Cuomo spoke of the $11 million worth 

of trail maintenance and development grants since 

2011 made possible entirely by distributions from the 

stateôs Trail Development and Maintenance Fund, 

which is comprised solely of snowmobile registration 

fees paid by snowmobilers. NYSSA officials had a 

chance to speak with the governor on this and other 

issues when they reconvened at the Ridge View after 

the ride. 

ñHaving the chance to speak with Governor Cuomo 

in an intimate setting like that was invaluable,ò said 

NYSSA President James Elmore. ñHe listened to our concerns and suggestions, and also 

thanked NYSSA as a whole for making the dayôs outing a possibility.ò 

Among the topics discussed with the governor were the importance of state support for the 

sport of snowmobiling, allowing snowmobile access in more areas and most importantly, the 

work club volunteers do to keep the stateôs 10,000 miles of trails open. 

The ads have already begun appearing in media across New York State and beyond (see next 

page). 

(Continued from page 2) 

Governor Cuomo out riding. 
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These ads are part of the I Love New 

York winter recreation promotion.  

Snowmobiling even has its own web 

page! See 

http://iloveny.com/what-to-do/reasons-

to-love-ny/snowmobiling  
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Become a  

TRAIL 

DEFENDERé 

it works!  

Please support  

the trails you ride on!  

Please donate  

to the Trail Defender fund!   

 

You can go online to the membership system and make a $20 donation or 

you can send a check in any amount made out to NYSSA Trail Defender 

Fund, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566.   

Thank you!  
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The Right Place at the Right Time 

Photo by Dom Jacangelo 

This past January 8th ð the day of the Governorôs ñState of the Stateò address ð a day when Albany was 
teeming with activity ð we had an unique opportunity to set up our NYSSA display on the Concourse level of 
the Empire State Plaza in Albany.  The display was set up to coincide with the State of the State and the be-
ginning of the State Legislative Session. The display was set up in partnership with the NYS Department of 
Motor Vehicles and the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and was intended to call atten-
tion to the great snowmobiling opportunities that we have in NY.   

Hundreds of people stopped by the display with many different questions including how to get started in the 
sport.  Linda Rockwood brought a live demonstration from Mohawk Valley GIS on how to get information on 
trails in your area and DMV brought information regarding on line registrations.  Parks brought safety and 
promotional material to the event.  

A special thank you to the NY Polaris dealers for providing a 2014 INDY 550 as part of the display.  The dis-
play will be up in the Plaza Concourse for the month of January. 

State Senator James L. Seward and Linda Rockwood of Mohawk Valley GIS take a minute to inspect a 1968 Agway Sno-

Squire lent to the display by former NYSSA President Mike Fischer. 
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Presidentôs Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com   

The end of 2013 ended very positively for snowmobiling in New York, and 2014 looks very promising.  Many areas of 
the State received snow, and clubs were able to open up their trails for members to enjoy.  We did have a bad week-
end with warm temperatures with rain and ice storms hitting different parts of the State.  We need to keep our eyes 
on the weather.  Long term predictions show that another deep freeze is on its way.  I know many clubs have been 
able to hit the trails with their grooming equipment, when the next round of snow arrives, the trails should be smooth 

and a lot of the high rough spots should be gone.     

We have the Governorôs Attention! 

NYSSA received news that Governor Andrew Cuomo wanted to go for a 
snowmobile ride and that he wanted to know more about our sport and 
what roles our clubs and volunteers play in this activity. Some of NYS-
SAs leadership and staff met him and his staff at Ridge View Inn in 
Lowville to hear the Governorôs press conference on the impact and 
benefits of snowmobiling and other winter activities on our State.  After 
he delivered his speech and took some questions from the press, he 
was ready to hit the trails.  I was told the Governor is an avid motorcy-
cle rider and loves riding his motorcycle when he has the free time to 
do it.   The trip started at the Valley Snow Travelers groomer facilities 
and proceeded to Whetstone Gulf State Park.  It was a cold and clear 
sunny day for the start of this trip and the Governor was quite im-

pressed with our sport and how much work volunteers put in to building this trail system.  

It was an honor to have the Chief Executive of our State willing to learn and understand what it takes to build this 
snowmobile trail system.  There are thousands of other organizations across our State that would have treasured this 
opportunity to have the Governors attention to their work.  During the day, the NYSSA staff and leadership stressed 
how our clubs and volunteers donate time to this great trail system that we build.  Governor Cuomo was impressed 
and it appeared to me that he really did not know what was involved with snowmobiling till his ride with us.  Our Di-
rectors years ago passed a resolution to hold an annual Governors Snowmobile ride, and no New York Governor ever 
accepted the invite, till the second to last day of 2013 when this goal became a reality.  The Governorôs press confer-
ence was to highlight the importance of winter recreation and other healthy activities New Yorkers can participate in 
and enjoy.  This new tourism program is designed to show others what different events and areas of the State that 
are there for enjoyment.  This is not new news to snowmobilers.   We already know what the great State of New York 
has for this type of recreation.   

On a personal note,  I was concerned that this was hype and some type of new program that would be ignored as 
soon as the Governor left us.  The Governor explained that our State needs to grow jobs and bring some type of posi-
tive economic benefits to the State.  Most of the industries our grandparents and parents worked for are no longer a 
reality in New York and many of our younger talented citizens are leaving for other areas of the Country.  His office 
and our elected lawmakers have much work to do to bring in more employment opportunities to stop our citizens from 
leaving.  I believe since he came and talked to us we have a great opportunity to build on his visit.  NYSSA will con-
tinue to offer advice and lend our experience to help our State any way we can.  I was able to explain to the Governor 
that your average snowmobiler could be anyone.  He asked me to give him more details on that statement.  I did ex-
plain that snowmobilers are a wide range of citizens from teachers and farmers to factory workers and professional 
athletes (there are a handful of Buffalo Bills and Sabres that own sleds) who love to get together and enjoy the great 
recreational activity of snowmobiling.  Most snowmobilers are community minded and understand politics and know 
the difference between reality and a promise.   

(Continued on page 8) 

Photo courtesy  http://www.governor.ny.gov 
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I like the fact that this is the only Governor that wants to cut the red tape pertaining to snowmobile trail develop-
ment.  I suspect that he was very instrumental in having the new trail proposed for the Essex Chain Tract for snow-
mobilers to help the towns in the North Country.  If you remember over the past summer,  we asked all snowmobil-
ers to attend these APA hearings for this new land classification and snowmobilers outnumbered average citizens by 
large margins at these hearings.  There is no doubt this caught the attention of people in Government on how pas-
sionate snowmobilers take their sport.  I would add that this is the first step and this is a great opportunity to have 
the Governor of our State open the door to his office to our members and Association to hear our concerns.  It is an 
opportunity to bring the best to the sport and keep our sport from dying due to previous obstacles we faced.  I 
would say this opportunity will not be wasted and we look forward to a very positive relationship with the Governor 
and our Lawmakers to help our clubs and volunteers in the future.  

Safety Public Service Announcement  

The NYSSA / SledNY and the Allstate Insurance Company have produced a Public Service Announcement (PSA) that 

is almost ready to be aired on television.  We are just waiting on some last minute details and then Gramercy Com-
munications can release it to the media statewide.  Keep your attention on our website and our NYSSA Facebook 
page for this PSA, it is well written and it is a very professional video everyone will enjoy.  NYSSA has been working 
on this PSA since the summer and we are ready for it to air. I would like to also say thank you to Allstate Insurance 
for their investment in this safety message.  We could not have completed it without their assistance.  You will be 
really surprised when you see this videoð especially by the voice of the narrator for this PSA.  

Snocross Returns to Salamanca  

On Feb 7-9, 2014 the AMSOIL Cham-
pionship Snocross visits Salamanca, 
NY again for another round of high 
power snowmobiles and drivers per-
forming in their respected series.  
Last year over 25,000 people at-
tended this event and NYSSA again will have our display booth there.  Stop by and visit with us and ask us your 
questions that pertain to the sport of snowmobiling.  This event is open to all ages and even if you are not a snow-
mobiler it is a great time to watch some serious racing.  I have been told the track is over a minute longer compared 
to last years short version.  The drivers like a longer track to go along with their skills in handling these high per-
formance snowmobiles.   

NYSSA Forum  

Before you know it, April will be around the corner soon and it will be time to attend the Forum.  The 2014 NYSSA 
Education and Safety Forum will be in Rochester, New York so please start making plans to attend.  Our Events and 
Promotion committee is working hard on a great and entertaining venue for members to enjoy.  Registration opens 
February 3,  and closes March 31.  Please preregister  at www.nyssaforum.com to attend before it is too late or  
hotel rooms are sold out.   

Ride smart and keep observant of obstacles on the trails; remember all Grooming equipment have the Right a Way 
on the trails. A snowmobile will always lose against a groomer lumbering down the trail. See you on the trails.  

(Continued from page 7) 
 

Photo courtesy D.R.A.G. of Speculator 
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Eastern NY 

B&B SERVICE CENTER 

CYCLE MOTION 

DELLA MOTORSPORTS 

EDELMANN SALES, INC 

HERMANS PERFORMANCE 

GRIFFIN MOTORSPORTS 

 

MATTS CYCLE CENTER 

MENNETO POWERSPORTS 

POLARIS OF RIVERHEAD 

SPORTLINE POWER 

TC SPORTS 

TEIXEIRA'S POLARIS 

NY Polaris Snow Dealers 

Central NY 

CAPRARA'S OUTDOOR WORLD 

CYCLE SHACK 

DON'S POLARIS 

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS 

FUN UNLIMITED 

GAMBLE DISTRIBUTORS 

INGLES PERFORMANCE 

K&H KAWASAKI  

KUBECKA'S POLARIS 

MOODY POLARIS 

POWERHOUSE MOTORSPORTS 

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS 

SCHOFF POLARIS 

SLED SHOP RACING 

SPORTS UNLIMITED 

WAITE MOTORSPORTS 

ZAMBRI MOTORSPORTS 

Western NY 

APPOLSON'S 

BIBBEN'S SALES 

BOB WEAVER'S MOTORSPORTS 

BUCK'S MOTORSPORTS 

JAN-CEN AUTOMOTIVE 

ITHACA RECREATION 

LEISURE TIME 

MADDIE'S 

O'NEIL SALES 

PIONEER MOTORSPORTS 

PRECISION POWER 

SOUTHERN TIER POLARIS 

T. NELSON SALES 

ZAHM & MATSON, INC. 

Northern NY 

ADIRONDACK POWERSPORTS 
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From:  Folsom Trailblazers [mailto:folsomtrailblazers@gmail.com]  
Sent:  Sunday, January 12, 2014 8:44 PM 
To:  'Anne M. O'Dell - NYSSA Office' 
Subject:  Our trail concerns. 

 

This past week FolsomTrailblazerôs trails were closed and obviously still remain closed.  The rea-
son for this was the obvious lack of snow.   Most of our neighboring clubs, Genesee Sno Packers, 
Tri County Drift Hoppers and Oatka trails were also closed due to the lack of snow.  I would like 
to thank those that did not ride on our trails and our neighboring clubs trails while they were 
closed.   

Unfortunately there were a few disrespectful people (nicest thing I could come up with) who 
chose to go out and ride our trail system while doing so with no respect to our landowners, our 
club or for any other snowmobiler.   If for some reason these people were unaware that the trails 
were closed it should have become quickly obvious to them that there was not enough snow and 
in fact they were riding on dirt.    

This past Friday I received a call from a 
very irritated (to put it mildly) land-
owner.   This landowner owns a farm and 
has let our club have the privilege of letting 
us use his families land to run our snowmo-
bile trails on.  This landowner is also right in 
the middle of our trail system and accounts 
for more than 12 miles of our trail sys-
tem.  This landowner is also one of our trail 
bosses and like the rest of us volunteers his 
time without any financial or personal bene-
fit.   The reason he called and was upset was 
because even though there was obviously 
not enough snow and the trails were closed 
there were still people riding on his land,  

ruining his crops.  On top of this while he was out spreading manure in one of his fields Friday 
(not on the snowmobile trail as he would never do that as he is a snowmobiler and trail boss, 
although he might now) a group of snowmobilers ride through his property on dirt over 
his crops and one of them flips him off .  What a really nice way to show your appreciation 
to a landowner.   

Well now we have a MAJOR situation.   As of right now I am not sure this landowner is go-
ing to continue to let us ride on his land.   If we are not allowed to use this landowners land we 
will not be able to open our trail system as there is no other way around it.    This was not the 
only call I received.  I received several other calls where people were riding off of the marked 
trail.    It seems like we go through this every year.   There is a lot of work that goes into keeping 
the trails open without the added work of dealing with problems caused by a few people who 
have no respect for anyone but themselves.   

(Continued on page 11) 

Riding illegallyðno staked trail across this field, and barely 

enough snow coveré. 
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For up to the minute  
news and updates... 

I can tell you the few of us that work so hard to keep the trails open are becoming more 
and more tired of dealing with these issues.   I have heard a few comments like why doesnôt 
our club put up gates.   Besides the obvious expense there are so many different trail heads that it 
would be impossible to do that, also these few people will either go around it or cut it open like they 
did on Hollandôs trail earlier in the year.  The same goes for putting signs up that state trails are 
closed, we have so many spots that would need them and a volunteer group who is already burnt 
out that this is not feasible.    

I think it is time for snowmobilers to be responsible for themselves.   We should not have 
to babysit everyone, snowmobilers should check first to see if trails are open.   With almost everyone 
having access to the internet or knowing someone who does this is the quickest and easiest way to 
keep updated on whatôs going on.  Our club and all of our area clubs do a great job of updating 
their web sites letting people know if trails are open + what the conditions are.   Like I said at this 
time if we do get snow I am not sure Folsom Trailblazers will be able to open our 
trails.  We will keep you posted as to any new developments.   

Thanks for taking the time to read this and please pass this on to others.  

 

     ~ Mike Hardie, President, Folsom Trailblazers 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

WE STAND CORRECTED! 
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NYSSA Clubs which received RTP Grants.   

Regrettably, Inlet Barnstormers was omitted. 

(thatôs because the Grant actually was awarded to  

�³Central Adirondack Partnership for the 21st Centuryò  

and the project name was ñBarnstormers Trail Grantò) 

Sorry! 
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