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Governor Cuomo hits the trail with NYSSA 

Historic “Governor’s Ride” took place December 30 

 

On a clear and cold December day, it's only natural that the snowmobile trails in 

the Tug Hill area see a lot of traffic. But on December 30, things were even busier than normal, 

thanks to a visit from top state government officials. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo paid a visit to Lowville in Lewis County to not only ride the trails, 

but to unveil a multimillion-dollar tourism initiative that counts snowmobiling as a center-

piece. He was joined by Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Jo-

seph Martens, Sen. Betty Little, Sen. Joe Griffo, Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush and As-

semblywoman Addie Russell, as well as a contingent of New York State Snowmobile Asso-

ciation representatives. 

“Governor Cuomo reached out to us on this ride,” said NYSSA Executive Director Dominic 

Jacangelo. “We’ve been trying to get a governor out to take a ride for years, and this governor 

not only joined us but came with news that is going to greatly increase the exposure of our 

sport.” 

Cuomo, speaking at a press conference from the Ridge View 

Lodge on Route 12, announced a $4.5 million advertising cam-

paign for winter recreation in New York State. The campaign 

will be targeting not only the populous Downstate area, but 

neighboring states and Canada. The fact New York is home to 

more than 10,000 miles of snowmobile trails is featured promi-

nently in the campaign. 

“New York really does have one of the best snowmobiling trail 

systems in the United States of America,” Cuomo said during 

the conference. “If people see what we have in this state, they 

will come. I believe it. It's just a function of exposure.” 

Cuomo and other officials spoke from a podium with an “I [Snowmobile] New York” logo, 

similar to the iconic “I [Heart] NY” emblem. In addition to rolling out the advertising cam-

paign, which is already under way, Cuomo acknowledged the $868 million economic impact 

the sport has in New York – a figure that comes from an economic impact study of snowmobi-

ling in NYS completed by SUNY Potsdam. 

Of course, avid snowmobilers already know about the great recreational resources available in 

the Empire State. And they had a chance to show the governor just a sliver of them on a 

roughly two-hour ride across the Tug Hill Plateau immediately following the press conference. 

NYSSA officials, the governor's staff, elected officials, environmental conservation officers 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Want up-to-the minute information on snowmobiling issues, trails, club events, new 

products, and more? 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation 

and others took part in the ride, which saw roughly 50 

snowmobilers passing under Tug Hill's many wind-

mills and included a stop at Whetstone Gulf. 

Upon his return to the trailhead, Cuomo had the 

chance to interact with members of the Valley Snow 

Travelers of Lewis County and to see the club’s 

groomer barn, giving him a firsthand look at the work 

the volunteers do for the trail system across New 

York State. The governor expressed his gratitude to 

the club for the many volunteer hours they log every 

year. 

In his speech, Cuomo spoke of the $11 million worth 

of trail maintenance and development grants since 

2011 made possible entirely by distributions from the 

state’s Trail Development and Maintenance Fund, 

which is comprised solely of snowmobile registration 

fees paid by snowmobilers. NYSSA officials had a 

chance to speak with the governor on this and other 

issues when they reconvened at the Ridge View after 

the ride. 

“Having the chance to speak with Governor Cuomo 

in an intimate setting like that was invaluable,” said 

NYSSA President James Elmore. “He listened to our concerns and suggestions, and also 

thanked NYSSA as a whole for making the day’s outing a possibility.” 

Among the topics discussed with the governor were the importance of state support for the 

sport of snowmobiling, allowing snowmobile access in more areas and most importantly, the 

work club volunteers do to keep the state’s 10,000 miles of trails open. 

The ads have already begun appearing in media across New York State and beyond (see next 

page). 

(Continued from page 2) 

Governor Cuomo out riding. 
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These ads are part of the I Love New 

York winter recreation promotion.  

Snowmobiling even has its own web 

page! See 

http://iloveny.com/what-to-do/reasons-

to-love-ny/snowmobiling  
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Become a 

TRAIL 

DEFENDER… 

it works! 

Please support  

the trails you ride on!  

Please donate  

to the Trail Defender fund!   

 

You can go online to the membership system and make a $20 donation or 

you can send a check in any amount made out to NYSSA Trail Defender 

Fund, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566.   

Thank you! 
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The Right Place at the Right Time 

Photo by Dom Jacangelo 

This past January 8th — the day of the Governor’s “State of the State” address — a day when Albany was 
teeming with activity — we had an unique opportunity to set up our NYSSA display on the Concourse level of 
the Empire State Plaza in Albany.  The display was set up to coincide with the State of the State and the be-
ginning of the State Legislative Session. The display was set up in partnership with the NYS Department of 
Motor Vehicles and the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and was intended to call atten-
tion to the great snowmobiling opportunities that we have in NY.   

Hundreds of people stopped by the display with many different questions including how to get started in the 
sport.  Linda Rockwood brought a live demonstration from Mohawk Valley GIS on how to get information on 
trails in your area and DMV brought information regarding on line registrations.  Parks brought safety and 
promotional material to the event. 

A special thank you to the NY Polaris dealers for providing a 2014 INDY 550 as part of the display.  The dis-
play will be up in the Plaza Concourse for the month of January. 

State Senator James L. Seward and Linda Rockwood of Mohawk Valley GIS take a minute to inspect a 1968 Agway Sno-

Squire lent to the display by former NYSSA President Mike Fischer. 
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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The end of 2013 ended very positively for snowmobiling in New York, and 2014 looks very promising.  Many areas of 
the State received snow, and clubs were able to open up their trails for members to enjoy.  We did have a bad week-
end with warm temperatures with rain and ice storms hitting different parts of the State.  We need to keep our eyes 
on the weather.  Long term predictions show that another deep freeze is on its way.  I know many clubs have been 
able to hit the trails with their grooming equipment, when the next round of snow arrives, the trails should be smooth 

and a lot of the high rough spots should be gone.     

We have the Governor’s Attention! 

NYSSA received news that Governor Andrew Cuomo wanted to go for a 
snowmobile ride and that he wanted to know more about our sport and 
what roles our clubs and volunteers play in this activity. Some of NYS-
SAs leadership and staff met him and his staff at Ridge View Inn in 
Lowville to hear the Governor’s press conference on the impact and 
benefits of snowmobiling and other winter activities on our State.  After 
he delivered his speech and took some questions from the press, he 
was ready to hit the trails.  I was told the Governor is an avid motorcy-
cle rider and loves riding his motorcycle when he has the free time to 
do it.   The trip started at the Valley Snow Travelers groomer facilities 
and proceeded to Whetstone Gulf State Park.  It was a cold and clear 
sunny day for the start of this trip and the Governor was quite im-

pressed with our sport and how much work volunteers put in to building this trail system.  

It was an honor to have the Chief Executive of our State willing to learn and understand what it takes to build this 
snowmobile trail system.  There are thousands of other organizations across our State that would have treasured this 
opportunity to have the Governors attention to their work.  During the day, the NYSSA staff and leadership stressed 
how our clubs and volunteers donate time to this great trail system that we build.  Governor Cuomo was impressed 
and it appeared to me that he really did not know what was involved with snowmobiling till his ride with us.  Our Di-
rectors years ago passed a resolution to hold an annual Governors Snowmobile ride, and no New York Governor ever 
accepted the invite, till the second to last day of 2013 when this goal became a reality.  The Governor’s press confer-
ence was to highlight the importance of winter recreation and other healthy activities New Yorkers can participate in 
and enjoy.  This new tourism program is designed to show others what different events and areas of the State that 
are there for enjoyment.  This is not new news to snowmobilers.   We already know what the great State of New York 
has for this type of recreation.   

On a personal note,  I was concerned that this was hype and some type of new program that would be ignored as 
soon as the Governor left us.  The Governor explained that our State needs to grow jobs and bring some type of posi-
tive economic benefits to the State.  Most of the industries our grandparents and parents worked for are no longer a 
reality in New York and many of our younger talented citizens are leaving for other areas of the Country.  His office 
and our elected lawmakers have much work to do to bring in more employment opportunities to stop our citizens from 
leaving.  I believe since he came and talked to us we have a great opportunity to build on his visit.  NYSSA will con-
tinue to offer advice and lend our experience to help our State any way we can.  I was able to explain to the Governor 
that your average snowmobiler could be anyone.  He asked me to give him more details on that statement.  I did ex-
plain that snowmobilers are a wide range of citizens from teachers and farmers to factory workers and professional 
athletes (there are a handful of Buffalo Bills and Sabres that own sleds) who love to get together and enjoy the great 
recreational activity of snowmobiling.  Most snowmobilers are community minded and understand politics and know 
the difference between reality and a promise.   

(Continued on page 8) 

Photo courtesy  http://www.governor.ny.gov 
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I like the fact that this is the only Governor that wants to cut the red tape pertaining to snowmobile trail develop-
ment.  I suspect that he was very instrumental in having the new trail proposed for the Essex Chain Tract for snow-
mobilers to help the towns in the North Country.  If you remember over the past summer,  we asked all snowmobil-
ers to attend these APA hearings for this new land classification and snowmobilers outnumbered average citizens by 
large margins at these hearings.  There is no doubt this caught the attention of people in Government on how pas-
sionate snowmobilers take their sport.  I would add that this is the first step and this is a great opportunity to have 
the Governor of our State open the door to his office to our members and Association to hear our concerns.  It is an 
opportunity to bring the best to the sport and keep our sport from dying due to previous obstacles we faced.  I 
would say this opportunity will not be wasted and we look forward to a very positive relationship with the Governor 
and our Lawmakers to help our clubs and volunteers in the future.  

Safety Public Service Announcement 

The NYSSA / SledNY and the Allstate Insurance Company have produced a Public Service Announcement (PSA) that 

is almost ready to be aired on television.  We are just waiting on some last minute details and then Gramercy Com-
munications can release it to the media statewide.  Keep your attention on our website and our NYSSA Facebook 
page for this PSA, it is well written and it is a very professional video everyone will enjoy.  NYSSA has been working 
on this PSA since the summer and we are ready for it to air. I would like to also say thank you to Allstate Insurance 
for their investment in this safety message.  We could not have completed it without their assistance.  You will be 
really surprised when you see this video— especially by the voice of the narrator for this PSA.  

Snocross Returns to Salamanca 

On Feb 7-9, 2014 the AMSOIL Cham-
pionship Snocross visits Salamanca, 
NY again for another round of high 
power snowmobiles and drivers per-
forming in their respected series.  
Last year over 25,000 people at-
tended this event and NYSSA again will have our display booth there.  Stop by and visit with us and ask us your 
questions that pertain to the sport of snowmobiling.  This event is open to all ages and even if you are not a snow-
mobiler it is a great time to watch some serious racing.  I have been told the track is over a minute longer compared 
to last years short version.  The drivers like a longer track to go along with their skills in handling these high per-
formance snowmobiles.   

NYSSA Forum 

Before you know it, April will be around the corner soon and it will be time to attend the Forum.  The 2014 NYSSA 
Education and Safety Forum will be in Rochester, New York so please start making plans to attend.  Our Events and 
Promotion committee is working hard on a great and entertaining venue for members to enjoy.  Registration opens 
February 3,  and closes March 31.  Please preregister  at www.nyssaforum.com to attend before it is too late or  
hotel rooms are sold out.   

Ride smart and keep observant of obstacles on the trails; remember all Grooming equipment have the Right a Way 
on the trails. A snowmobile will always lose against a groomer lumbering down the trail. See you on the trails. 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

Photo courtesy D.R.A.G. of Speculator 
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Eastern NY 

B&B SERVICE CENTER 

CYCLE MOTION 

DELLA MOTORSPORTS 

EDELMANN SALES, INC 

HERMANS PERFORMANCE 

GRIFFIN MOTORSPORTS 

 

MATTS CYCLE CENTER 

MENNETO POWERSPORTS 

POLARIS OF RIVERHEAD 

SPORTLINE POWER 

TC SPORTS 

TEIXEIRA'S POLARIS 

NY Polaris Snow Dealers 

Central NY 

CAPRARA'S OUTDOOR WORLD 

CYCLE SHACK 

DON'S POLARIS 

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS 

FUN UNLIMITED 

GAMBLE DISTRIBUTORS 

INGLES PERFORMANCE 

K&H KAWASAKI 

KUBECKA'S POLARIS 

MOODY POLARIS 

POWERHOUSE MOTORSPORTS 

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS 

SCHOFF POLARIS 

SLED SHOP RACING 

SPORTS UNLIMITED 

WAITE MOTORSPORTS 

ZAMBRI MOTORSPORTS 

Western NY 

APPOLSON'S 

BIBBEN'S SALES 

BOB WEAVER'S MOTORSPORTS 

BUCK'S MOTORSPORTS 

JAN-CEN AUTOMOTIVE 

ITHACA RECREATION 

LEISURE TIME 

MADDIE'S 

O'NEIL SALES 

PIONEER MOTORSPORTS 

PRECISION POWER 

SOUTHERN TIER POLARIS 

T. NELSON SALES 

ZAHM & MATSON, INC. 

Northern NY 

ADIRONDACK POWERSPORTS 
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From: Folsom Trailblazers [mailto:folsomtrailblazers@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, January 12, 2014 8:44 PM 
To: 'Anne M. O'Dell - NYSSA Office' 
Subject: Our trail concerns. 

 

This past week FolsomTrailblazer’s trails were closed and obviously still remain closed.  The rea-
son for this was the obvious lack of snow.  Most of our neighboring clubs, Genesee Sno Packers, 
Tri County Drift Hoppers and Oatka trails were also closed due to the lack of snow.  I would like 
to thank those that did not ride on our trails and our neighboring clubs trails while they were 
closed.   

Unfortunately there were a few disrespectful people (nicest thing I could come up with) who 
chose to go out and ride our trail system while doing so with no respect to our landowners, our 
club or for any other snowmobiler.  If for some reason these people were unaware that the trails 
were closed it should have become quickly obvious to them that there was not enough snow and 
in fact they were riding on dirt.   

This past Friday I received a call from a 
very irritated (to put it mildly) land-
owner.  This landowner owns a farm and 
has let our club have the privilege of letting 
us use his families land to run our snowmo-
bile trails on.  This landowner is also right in 
the middle of our trail system and accounts 
for more than 12 miles of our trail sys-
tem.  This landowner is also one of our trail 
bosses and like the rest of us volunteers his 
time without any financial or personal bene-
fit.  The reason he called and was upset was 
because even though there was obviously 
not enough snow and the trails were closed 
there were still people riding on his land,  

ruining his crops.  On top of this while he was out spreading manure in one of his fields Friday 
(not on the snowmobile trail as he would never do that as he is a snowmobiler and trail boss, 
although he might now) a group of snowmobilers ride through his property on dirt over 
his crops and one of them flips him off.  What a really nice way to show your appreciation 
to a landowner.   

Well now we have a MAJOR situation.  As of right now I am not sure this landowner is go-
ing to continue to let us ride on his land.  If we are not allowed to use this landowners land we 
will not be able to open our trail system as there is no other way around it.   This was not the 
only call I received.  I received several other calls where people were riding off of the marked 
trail.   It seems like we go through this every year.  There is a lot of work that goes into keeping 
the trails open without the added work of dealing with problems caused by a few people who 
have no respect for anyone but themselves.   

(Continued on page 11) 

Riding illegally—no staked trail across this field, and barely 

enough snow cover…. 
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For up to the minute  
news and updates... 

I can tell you the few of us that work so hard to keep the trails open are becoming more 
and more tired of dealing with these issues.  I have heard a few comments like why doesn’t 
our club put up gates.  Besides the obvious expense there are so many different trail heads that it 
would be impossible to do that, also these few people will either go around it or cut it open like they 
did on Holland’s trail earlier in the year.  The same goes for putting signs up that state trails are 
closed, we have so many spots that would need them and a volunteer group who is already burnt 
out that this is not feasible.   

I think it is time for snowmobilers to be responsible for themselves.  We should not have 
to babysit everyone, snowmobilers should check first to see if trails are open.  With almost everyone 
having access to the internet or knowing someone who does this is the quickest and easiest way to 
keep updated on what’s going on.  Our club and all of our area clubs do a great job of updating 
their web sites letting people know if trails are open + what the conditions are.  Like I said at this 
time if we do get snow I am not sure Folsom Trailblazers will be able to open our 
trails.  We will keep you posted as to any new developments.   

Thanks for taking the time to read this and please pass this on to others. 

 

     ~ Mike Hardie, President, Folsom Trailblazers 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

WE STAND CORRECTED! 

In last months’ Online Magazine, we listed 

NYSSA Clubs which received RTP Grants.   

Regrettably, Inlet Barnstormers was omitted. 

(that’s because the Grant actually was awarded to  

“Central Adirondack Partnership for the 21st Century”  

and the project name was “Barnstormers Trail Grant”) 

Sorry! 
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From the Executive Director 
Dominic Jacangelo  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

HOW MANY THIS YEAR? 

This is an editorial about an issue that no one 
wants to think about.  Last year 14 NY snowmo-
bilers headed out to have some winter fun and 
never returned to their home and family.  They 
left behind sons and daughters, spouses and 
parents, friends and fellow club members who 
will never enjoy their companionship again.  
Already this year 4 snowmobilers lost their lives.  

Why?   

While alcohol is a factor in some fatalities it is 
not a factor in many of them.  Last year there 
were two fatalities that by all information was 
the result of one of those riders being intoxi-
cated.  Already this year there is strong evi-
dence from newspaper reports that at least one 
fatality was the result of alcohol being involved. 
Clearly excessive speed is the number one fac-
tor in accidents and fatalities. These fatalities 
are caused by collisions with fixed objects.  Most fatalities ,and in some years all, occur off trail.  Over the past cou-
ple of decades the number of snowmobile accidents has been dropping.  Better gear and a better trail system are no 

doubt factors in this accomplishment.  But no matter how hard we try, we cannot seem to match the safety record 
in our neighboring state of Vermont.   

So here are my suggestions for the coming season: 

 Don’t drink any amount of alcohol until you are done with your riding.  Safe snowmobiling requires the sharpest 
of senses.  

  Don’t ride beyond your ability.  

We all have different skill sets and differ-
ent equipment.  

  Ride on the maintained trail sys-

tem. It is the safest place to ride. 

  Don’t ride alone.  Unfortunately, a 

few injured snowmobilers were not found 
until many hours after their accident.   By 
that time, it was too late for medical as-
sistance.  

  Throttle back!  When you’re late 

and you’re hoping to make it home in a 
hurry, think for a second, what if?  What 
if I never make it home?  

    

Stay safe this season and make it 
home every time! 

Image courtesy theriderscope.com 

Image courtesy uship.com 
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Adirondack Rail Trail Update and Call for Help 

 

Thank you again for signing our petition to Governor Cuomo calling for the  

creation of the Adirondack Rail Trail for biking, walking, running, and greatly  

improved snowmobiling on the 90-mile section of rail corridor from Old Forge to 

Lake Placid. Here’s a brief report on our progress and what you can do to help 

clinch the deal in 2014. 

BACKGROUND  

Three years ago we formed Adirondack Recreational Trail Advocates (ARTA), a nonprofit organization dedi-

cated to converting the Lake Placid-Old Forge rail bed to one of the nation’s premier rail trails. The response 

to this initiative has been encouraging.  

More than 400 regional businesses recently signed on to ARTA’s campaign in recognition that the rail-to-trail 

conversion could bring substantial economic benefits to the region, amounting to an estimated $27 million in 

annual visitor revenues and hundreds of desperately needed full-time jobs. Local governments have rallied be-

hind the proposal as well--almost every town and village along the corridor has formally called on the state to 

make better use of the rail corridor. Editorials favoring the rail-to-trail conversion have appeared in the daily 

newspapers of Albany, Schenectady and Glens Falls, and the dailies of Saranac Lake, Plattsburgh and Utica 

have called on the state to review the corridor plan as the next step in fully utilizing this resource. 

In response, the state conducted four filled-to-capacity public hearings last September, presumably leading to a 

revision of the corridor plan. But the year ended with no action by the state and no announcement about when 

the plan would be reviewed.  

By law, the NYS Departments of Transportation (DOT) and Environmental Conservation (DEC) were re-

quired to review the plan in 2001, five years after it took effect. ARTA regards any further delay in this proc-

ess as a continuing violation of the state’s mandate and a repudiation of the public interest.   

WHAT YOU CAN DO!  

The immediate decision on whether to open the Travel Corridor UMP rests with Commissioner Joe Martens of 

the NY Department of Environmental Conservation and Commissioner Joan McDonald of the NY Department 

of Transportation.  Both of these Commissioners need to be urged to make a decision to reopen the UMP for 

the Railroad Corridor.  You may also want to contact your own legislator expressing your support for the re-

opening of the UMP and the eventual removal of part of the rail.  

Contact DEC Commissioner Martens here: http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/407.html 

Contact DOT Commissioner McDonald here:  https://www.dot.ny.gov/main/feedback-form 

For additional actions to support ARTA visit www.TheARTA.org. 

Let’s make 2014 the Year of the Adirondack Rail Trail! 

Please ask friends, relatives and co-workers to join the petition by signing up at www.TheARTA.org.  And if 

you wish to contribute to our all-volunteer efforts you can do so by clicking here. 

Many thanks! 

Your friends on the ARTA Board 

Tupper Lake: Hope Frenette, Chris Keniston, Maureen Peroza; Saranac Lake: Dick Beamish, Lee Keet, Joe Mercurio;  

Lake Clear: David Banks; Keene: Tony Goodwin; Lake Placid: Jim McCulley; Beaver River: Scott Thompson;  

Rome (NYSSA): Jim Rolf 
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NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS 

CLUBS.. Get $50  
for each Business Member that 

Joins NYSSA!  

Use this business member application and 

NYSSA will return $50 of every $100  

business membership your club brings in. 

2012 NYSSA Dealer of the Year Award Winner! 

 

 

 

 

 

2886 State Route 8, Speculator, New York 12164  

(518) 548-7533  www.villagemotorsportsny.com 

  

 

 

 

Rt 8W at "Four Corners" ~ Speculator, NY 12164 

518.548.RENT(7368)  

www.villagerentalsny.com 

We rent late model, four-stroke, Yamaha snowmobiles. 
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Yamaha Racers Battle Bitter Cold and Blinding 
Snow Dust as Cross-Country Season Kicks-Off 
 

Pleasant Prairie, WI - The national cross-country tour came rolling across the frozen lakes of northern Minnesota 
with an icy-cold blast as Yamaha racers battled extreme sub-zero temperatures and near white-out conditions in the 
United States X-Country (USXC) season opener on legendary Pine Lake. The 2014 Yamaha cross-country team came 
ready to hone their chops with the all-new SR Viper RTX SE and lay the groundwork for a season of success.  

Each member of the team had a unique set of personal goals and challenges entering the weekend, and while the 
Pro podium eluded the blue squadron, it was a successful launch to the season, with more significant accomplish-
ments almost certainly on the horizon.  

Returning rider Ben Lindbom started his first full season in the pro ranks after capturing the Semi-Pro title last win-
ter. While Ben struggled during the first day of competition, key set-up changes Saturday night and new found con-
fidence allowed Ben to settle in Sunday, and prove he has what it takes to run with the best in the business as his 
Viper showed blistering speed.  

Another familiar face in Yamaha blue was Re Wadena, who was intent on getting a feel for the new Viper in compe-
tition trim, while looking forward to when USXC races leave the frozen lake surface and give way to nasty ditch-lines 
and natural terrain. “I’m looking forward to some rough ditches, high speeds, and having a great time,” said Wa-
dena, who is pumped about his chances aboard the new Viper. 

Returning to the Yamaha fold this year is per-
haps one of the winningest cross-country and 
endurance racers of all time, Corey Davidson. 
Corey had his Viper absolutely flying both 
days, taking the win in both Master classes 
and coming oh-so-close to a podium finish in 

the Pro ranks. While Corey is definitely looking 
forward to a few wins in USXC, it’s the Soo I-
500 that he truly has in his sights.  

“I want to go back to the Soo (500) and win 
it…I just love the Yamaha power,” said David-
son, who felt extremely confident about his 
chances aboard the new Viper. “Eight times 
I’ve won it (Soo I-500) and it’s gonna be the 
ninth this year.” 

Finally, newcomer to the Yamaha fold, Mat-
thew Piche, got a feel for his first ever cross-
country race at Pine Lake. The former profes-
sional snocrosser demonstrated a quick learn-
ing curve as he showed pro caliber stuff on the second day of racing. “That was the most fun I’ve had in a race 

since I raced X-Games,” said a pumped-up Piche after Sunday’s final. 

Yamaha racers will be back on the gas when the USXC stops in Detroit Lakes, Min-
nesota, January 4th and the Soo I-500 is poised to go green on February 1st.  
Yamaha fans can follow the team throughout the season at  
facebook.com/YamahaSnowmobilesUSA and  
youtube.com/user/YamahaSnowmobilesUSA. 

 

The Racing Show is live on the Yamaha YouTube channel.  

Click the logo at left. 

Rory Davidson on the new Viper. Photo provided. 
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We at NYSSA are excited that the trails are open and the season has begun. I myself have been 
out riding a half dozen times so far and hope to make it out again this weekend. 
 

Clubs and volunteers wait anxiously all year long for the snow and to enjoy the fruits of the labors. With that said, I 
know that many of you are hardly thinking about the end of the season now that it has just begun, but I hope you 
will consider joining us this April in Rochester at the NYSSA Educational Forum & Annual Meeting. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to tell you about some things that take place at the Forum in case you have 
never been and are wondering if it is something you may be interested in going to. 
 

Club members from all over the state gather every April to learn and network with other club members, elected offi-
cials, Guest Speakers and NYSSA Directors & Officers of the Association. NYSSA works hard to put together sessions 
to educate riders about the in’s and outs of organized snowmobiling. 
 

Some of the sessions we put together include: 
Chainsaw Safety, CPR, First Aid, AED and Blood 
borne Pathogens, NYS Groomer Operator & Safety 
Training, a hands on GPS Training, Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historical Preservation Snowmobile 
Unit Year in Review, Membership Q&A, NYSSA’s 
Annual Budget review, Club Public Relations, Club 
Insurance and Liability Issues, Legislation & Politi-
cal Action, How to Apply for a RTP (Recreational 
Trail Program) Grant, Robert’s Rules of Order, Meet 
the Candidates and the always popular Trails Pres-
entation by our very own NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
Jim Rolf. 
 
Some of the fun things we do include: Vintage Sled 
Show, Basket Raffles, Friday night Social with en-
tertainment, Vendor Expo, NYSSA Awards Lunch-
eon and the Super Raffle winners will be drawn at 
the Dinner Banquet! 

 
Sunday will be the Annual Meeting where we will vote on the upcoming year’s Budget and Election of Officers. Club 
members can register as a delegate and vote on behalf of their club at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Speaking of the Forum, I must take this opportunity to tell you about the venue this year !! 
 

The Rochester Riverside Convention Center & Hyatt Regency is the site of 
this year and next year’s Forum. The hotel is beautiful and the rooms are 
clean and spacious. The hotel boasts 338 spacious guestrooms with views 
of the city, Lake Ontario and the Genesee River. They also have 1 and 2 
bedroom suites. Complimentary airport, train and bus pick-up available 
upon request and based on availability from 6am – 11pm. There is an 
indoor heated pool and whirlpool as well as a 24 hour fitness center. Rid-

ers will have plenty of time to network with others at the hotel fabulous bar and the hotel is directly connected to 
the convention center via a walk-over bridge. The hotel is also ADA accessible with 18 handicapped deluxe guest-

(Continued on page 18) 

2014 NYSSA Educational Forum & Annual Meeting  
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 
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rooms. The Hyatt Regency has a 24 hour in-house business center for all your business needs, including e-mail and 
high speed internet access, photocopying and faxing. The hotel also has a gift shop which is open from 7am – 10pm 
Monday through Saturday and 8am – 8pm on Sundays. 
 
For more information you can visit the 2014 NYSSA Educational and Annual Meeting website at 
www.nyssaforum.com.  Useful links and information can be found there as well as an opportunity to make your hotel 
reservations and receive the NYSSA discount on your room. Online Registration for the Forum open February 3rd, 
2014. 
 
You can also reserve your hotel room at: https://resweb.passkey.com/go/snowmobile2014  ..Or call 1-888-421-1442 
and mention you are with NYSSA, to obtain our low rates. Must reserve by April 3; Room rates are valid April 23-27, 
2014, so you can arrive early if you like!  
 

Room Rates: $115 per night for single/double/triple/quad occupancy, includes internet. (Other room types and rates 
will be shown online; you do not have to select these.) 
One bedroom suite, $165 per night. State and local taxes are additional.  
You must CALL our event manager, Aylin Tunay direct 585.794.4812 to reserve a suite (not available online). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are so pleased to be going back to Rochester for the Forum and Annual Meeting. Rochester has so much to offer 
with its historic places, museums, parks and night life that we know you will not be bored in your free time. 
 
TOP 12 ATTRACTIONS 

(Continued from page 17) 
 

Continued on next page... 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

Trail Safety, Longevity, Grooming, and the need for more cold & snow!! 

Well, it’s definitely been cold enough over the past few weeks, but then Mother Nature takes away what she has 
given us just as quickly as we get some plentiful snow across the State.  Some parts of NY have received good snow 
and have kept it, but for the most part each time a warm spell hits, it takes away the entire snow base that was be-
ginning to build up.  The snow we have received so far hasn’t always been what clubs consider “good snow” either.  
I’m hopeful that we can consider these 3 weekends of warm weather melt-downs as our normal “January THAW”, so 
that we can now get abundant cold & snow to build-up the trails with enough of a base so the trails get through any 
more impending temperature upswings.  Let’s have the rest of this season bea great one, … 

How much snow is needed? 

Snowmobile trails require at least 8” of snow early on in the season in order 
for the groomers to go out the first time to build-up a base.   That goes for 
after a warm-up as well, when the base needs to be built back up.  Then 
more snowfall is needed every now and then to help with the grooming 
equipment to fill-in the bumps and repair the bermed-up corners.  Snowmo-
biles “push” the snow out from the curves into berms on the outside of each 
corner and the clubs’ grooming equipment then tries to “re-claim” that snow 
by attempting to push or pull it back onto the inner corners along with new 
snow that they carry in the drags.  When the trails are allowed to set-up 
properly they become hard like a road surface and last until traffic depletes 
them or a warm-up melts the snow.  If riders come along immediately after 
grooming sessions and ruin the trails by spinning their tracks or pushing that 
fresh corner off to the ice underneath before the cold air has a chance to 
freeze it back up, the trails end up with icy corners and bumps from the 
quick starts/stops. 

Club groomer operators wish riders would remain off freshly groomed trails 
for at least 4 hours, but we also know that in areas of high-traffic, that al-
most never happens.  So they then hope that the riders that do get the 
chance to jump on that newly groomed trail will have the consideration and 
respect enough to travel slowly on it and let it freeze up for all our sake.  
Snowmobile suspensions collapse when they are ridden and actually cause 
the bumps (which most snowmobile enthusiasts call “moguls”).     

How the groomer works 

When the grooming equipment, which 
costs upwards of $200,000.00 for a 
tractor-style motorized tracked unit 
and a drag that is pulled behind it, is 
driven properly it takes out the bumps 
that appear after snowmobiles ride on 
it.  Most grooming equipment has front 
blades to help with working corner 
berms and bumps.  A drag, which is 
nothing more than a steel frame fabri-
cated with cutting edges similar to 
plow blades, is pulled behind a 
groomer and is used to cut off the 

(Continued on page 22) 

Some reliable method of snow measure-

ment is helpful. 

Image courtesy of Fopo-Snow 
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bumps via the blades then shuffles the snow around with other cutters.  The drag then forces the processed snow out 
under a rear pan that smooths it out and compresses it down.   This action by the blade (and by the groomer’s tracks 
themselves) in the drag causes friction within the snow, which in turn causes a bit of heating up of the frozen molecules.  
By allowing this snow to re-freeze untouched, “set-up” takes place and the trail will last a lot longer. 

Mother nature’s help is needed! 

Air temperature and the type of snow are critical to how long the re-freezing process takes, but normally around 4-6 
hours is needed.  Heavy wet snow just before an arctic front comes through is thought to be the best time to groom.  
The water content in the snow along with cold nighttime temperatures makes for the perfect grooming conditions.  This 
is why most clubs wait until evening to groom their trails, allowing the daytime sunshine to add some water content to 
the trail’s snow base and then by churning it up adding a little more heat in the shuffling process, the air temperature 
then does its job.  Nor’easter snow is great for building a good base while lake effect snow is not, due to the different 
amount of water content in the snow flakes.    

 

Riders: YOU are important too! 

Snowmobile riders themselves are the main factor to the longevity of the 
groomed trails.  For some odd reason, most riders consciously decide to 
ride in the middle of the trails until they meet other oncoming traffic.  Be-
sides this being unsafe, it also causes the middle of the trails to become 
bumpier quicker.  Clubs ask riders to ride to the right side of all trails ALL 
the time.  Also, quick starts and stops by sleds add to bumps being gener-
ated.  Please take care to start slowly and to not stop so quickly on freshly 
groomed trails.  Lastly, clubs ask that riders understand the unsafe condi-
tion that cutting left hand turns could be for them and other trail riders.  
If a sled is coming in the other direction on that left corner, an accident 
could occur.  Remember that there is an invisible line that equally divides 
the trails, especially in the curves, so always ride to the right side. 

Volunteers! 

The volunteers that groom the clubs’ trail are a very important factor in 
the grooming process.  Most groomer drivers have lives “outside of the club”,… families, jobs, and so forth.  So their 
ability to make time to spend grooming usually ends up dictating when the grooming machines go out.  When you see 
these unsung heroes out running the clubs machinery, give them a “thumbs up” for a job well done.   

Now you know! 

So when riders wonder why the trails aren’t always groomed to perfection as they head out each time, now you know 
what some of the reasons are.   We now comprehend that traffic, riding with no regard for the fresh groomed trails, 
quick starts/stops, and riding down the middle of the trails all contribute to rough trails.  Let’s hope that by educating 
our riders as to these factors and asking them to understand how they themselves can help with trail longevity  with 

make a noticeable difference on our freshly groomed trails. 

SAFETY! 

As for trail safety…I hear all the time from riders 
who are noticing most clubs doing more in the 
way of better signage.  They appreciate that.  
But I also get many reports of clubs that are 
lacking in signage.  I invite anyone who feels a 
trail or trail system that they have ridden on 
could be signed better, and wants to see the 
best trail system we can have to contact me at 
jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com, with pictures please.  

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 23) 

PLEASE…  

RIDE  

SAFELY! 
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NYSSA has a program that we call STEP: Safe Trails Education Program.  We have volunteer “advisers” who will visit a 
trail system to look for deficient signage and work with the club’s signing volunteers to educate them as to the guide-
lines that they must follow.  In order for this program to work, we need to get these advisers out there so they can help 
work on a better trail system.  Anyone interested in becoming a STEP Trails Adviser, please contact me with that offer 
as well. 

There have been numerous reports of accidents already this early season, with 4 unfortunate deaths.  3 of the fatal ac-
cidents happened off the marked trails.  As a reminder, NYSSA wants everyone to go out and come back safe.  SLOW 
DOWN and think about what may be just ahead, around the next curve, under the snow, fallen from the trees, and so 
on.  WE, the snowmobilers who enjoy this sport, are the ones that can hurt the image or help build it back up.  Riding 
off the club-marked trails isn’t only unsafe, it’s detrimental to the trails’ future location.  Landowners tell clubs where 
THEY want the trail! 

Excessive speed and unfamiliarity with the area are the 2 biggest factors in most snowmobile acci-
dents.  Alcohol is another major factor as well in some.  All of these type accidents could be pre-

vented if speeding was completely eliminated and drinking while snowmobile riding weren’t com-
bined.  55 MPH is the statewide speed limit on the trails.  But that doesn’t mean that’s how fast you 
can ride on every trail!  Speeding could be going only 25 MPH on a section of bumpy, winding trail 
that can only handle 20 mph.  Hit a bump, lose control, and get a ticket for unreasonable speed.  
The next time you’re out riding, take a long moment to actively ride responsibly and notice how fast 
you really are/need to go on the trails.  I’m sure that you will then notice the wonderful wintertime 

scenery that is available to snowmobile riders even more as you ride leisurely down the trails.  And isn’t that part of 
what this sport is all about? … viewing the beautiful NYS scenery while riding from one place to another SAFELY?  It’s 
not a race track people!   These are public trails with families riding on them too.  We want everyone to go out and 
COME BACK from each ride safe and sound, uninjured.  We need you all in this sport for many more years to come.  
YOU can help reduce accidents and make this sport safe.  THINK about that, please.  What are you doing to either add 
to the negative press that snowmobiling receives OR are you making that conscious effort to bring positive promotion to 
this sport? 

(Continued from page 22) 

The Politics of Snowmobiling        

You read about and have seen pictures of events that NYSSA Officers, Directors, Staff and members partici-
pate in to promote this sport.  This magazine is filled with recent event articles and pictures.  In my point of 
view, having the NYS Governor actually ride on a snowmobile IS A GREAT THING, as it shows he endorses 
our sport!  He could have been on snow-shoes protesting snowmobiling or tied to a tree preventing a logger 
from cutting it down.  He CHOSE to go out and ride on a snowmobile.  He enjoyed it and told those of us 
that were along on his ride that he would like to go again…soon.  Each of us has our own political opinions, 
but like him or not, his willingness to promote the sport, and promotion of snowmobiling by any elected offi-
cials has helped us to get where we are today.  We are now sitting at the same table with our highest State 
leaders!   

NYSSA’s mission is TO PROMOTE this sport.  We realize that clubs need more volunteers to help out, 
and we pro-actively think about “how” we can help with that when it’s always the same groups of volunteers 
that perform all of the work that provides NYS and the thousands of businesses that benefit from snowmo-
bile trails with revenue from their sweat-equity.  Promoting this sport as the enjoyable recreational pastime 
that it is might be the manner in which a new snowmobiler decides they like what they see and want to get 
more involved.  It may attract former snowmobilers to decide that they are ready to get back into snowmo-
biling after time away, or interest others who finally have the time and/or extra money to get into the sport 
they always wanted to, but couldn’t.  These potential “new club members” are who we need to open our 
club doors to recruit new volunteers that may want to help us out.  The media does enough negative stories 
on snowmobiling due to accidents, so all positive promotion of this sport is an important aspect of what 
NYSSA does and needs to continue to do. 
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Calling All NYSSA Award Nominees…. 

The New York State Snowmobile Association is currently seeking 
nominees for the following awards: 

2013 Groomer Operator of the Year, Frank Stone, Square Valley Trail Blazers. 

Photos by Jane Chaddock 

The first-ever Youth Snowmobiler of the Year, 

Eric Szlamczynski of Cranberry Lake. 

2013 Awards 

VIDEO!  

If you know someone who is  
deserving of one of these awards, we encour-
age you to submit a nomination to NYSSA.  
The 2014 winners will be announced at the 
Educational Forum & Annual  
Meeting in Rochester Saturday,  
April 26, 2014. Deadline for Submissions:  
February 27, 2014 (Our March BOD meet-
ing is March 1 this year). 

Click (PDF) or (MS Word) next to each award title to 
view and print a nomination form. 

Snowmobiler of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Snowmobile Family of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Snowmobile Dealership of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Groomer of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Club of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Youth Snowmobiler of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Award History  
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2013 Scholarship Applications  
 

* Northeast Chapter ACSA * Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship * 

Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship * 

Application Deadline for Scholarships is February 27, 2014! 
Each year, NYSSA awards two (2) $500 scholarships: 
*Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship 
*Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship 
Only members of NYS Snowmobile Clubs will be eligible for the scholarships. 
 
Northeast Chapter ACSA: 
The top 2 NYSSA applications will be sent to the NEC Scholarship Committee where they will compete against applica-
tions from Northeastern United States and Canadian Provinces for two, $1,000 scholarships. 

 
Guidelines:  
(these guidelines print with the application packet above) 
 
ACSA Scholarships: The top two New York applications will also be sent to the Northeast Chapter of the American 
Council of Snowmobile Associations (NEC) Scholarship Committee, where they will compete against applications from 
other Northeast States for two (2) $1,000 scholarships. 
 
Criterion: The NYSSA Scholarship Committee will review all applications and make its awards based upon academic 
achievement, extracurricular involvement, community service and the quality of the original essay submitted with each 
application. Financial need is a secondary criterion used in the selection of the winner. Completion of the financial need 
portion of the application is optional, however students who have provided a complete financial background will be 
given priority over those whose applications are incomplete when all other considerations are the same. Please make 
sure you include attachments 1 through 6 on the application. The 2014 essay should be about what snowmobiling 
means to you, or about snowmobiling in your state (economy, trails, environment) in five hundred (500) words or less. 
 
 Applicants must be graduating high school seniors who have been accepted at a College, Junior College, or  

Vocational School, or must be College Students who are already enrolled. 
 The student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s) must be a member in good standing of NYSSA as of January 1, 2014.  

To obtain a NYSSA Club membership, go to: https://membership.nyssnowassoc.org/  
 
• Application, letter of acceptance at your college you will be attending, transcript of grades at high school or grade 
record of the college you are already attending, essay and recommendations must be received by NYSSA by  
February 27, 2014 as one package. All applications must be complete to be considered. 
 
• Applications must be received at the NYSSA Office on or before February 27, 2014. Late applications will not be 

considered. 
 
• The applications submitted to NYSSA will be answered by mail after judging. 
 
 The two top New York applications will be notified by the NYSSA Executive Director and will be forwarded to the 

Northeast Chapter of ACSA. 
 
All application materials are considered Confidential, and will be limited to examination for their intended purpose only 
and become property of the NYSSA and the Northeast Chapter of ACSA. 
 
Mail your application package to: NYSSA – Attention Scholarships PO Box 1040 Pine Bush, NY 12566 
-- must be received on or before February 27, 2014 to be considered. 

Download Application: 

MS Word Version (.DOC) 

Adobe Acrobat Version (PDF) 
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  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

 Just $22 

Find courses in your county at: 

http://www.nysparks.com/recre
ation/snowmobiles/safety-

courses.aspx 

TELL A FRIEND!!! 
You don’t have to wait in line.. you can register your sled ONLINE!  

NY Residents: 

https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/registrationrenew/?stype=s 

 

 

 

Out of  State:  
http://www.dmv.ny.gov/OOSNO/default.html 

Use your voucher ID #, located above the barcode on your current 2013-14 season voucher. 

Photo courtesy Brian Johnston, via Facebook 

Feb. 6, 7, 8 2014 

New York  

Snow Run  

 

*Celebrating 10 years of the New York Snow Run and this event being 

the start to creating the PRR organization!   

* A 3rd day of fun has been added. On Thursday night all is invited to 

meet for a GLOW in the DARK ride. Meet between 6pm and 6:30pm 

for sign in at the Rec. Center. Deck you and your sled out in glow in the 

dark accessories and we will take you on a night ride through the area 

for about an hour with a finish stop at the BACK Door Restaurant for 

hot snacks and more.  A great way to kick off the anniversary. 

* NON participants are welcome to join on Thursday night, a donation 

jar will be placed at sign in.  

* Friday check in starts at 12 noon - Come and get your trail pass for 

the weekend and take a ride before the 8pm party fun.  

* Silent Auction will open to the public at 12 noon and close at 4pm and 

reopen at the 8pm party for registered participants.  

 IMPORTANT: 

 * PRE REGISTRATION - Ends Jan.1st  - Pre register for FREE.. 

$200.00 in pledges must be turned in online or by mail by Jan. 1st. Then 

you attend free!  

*  REGISTRATION LATE FEE starts on:  

Friday Jan. 24th - $130.00 pp. 

* Last day to register if you are attending is: Thursday Jan. 30th 
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NYSSA CHARITIES PAGE 

Pink Ribbon Riders www.pinkribbonriders.com 
The Pink Ribbon Riders mission is to promote awareness of breast  
cancer in the motor sports industry for both men and women while  
raising funds for those in need.  

Easter Seals www.easterseals.com 
Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and  
special needs, and their families, live better lives for over 85 years.  

NYSSA encourages its individual members and its Clubs to support 

the following charitable organizations: 

The USO www.uso.org/howtohelp 

The USO is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
support the troops by providing morale, welfare and  
recreation-type services to our men and women in uniform. 
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Safety Question: Which of  these are trail hazards to watch out for? 

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

 
A) fences, guy wires on poles, and bridges 

B) half-buried rocks, ditches and depressions 

C) all of the above 

 

Note: we don’t make these questions up - 

they’re right out of the Safety Program 

workbook!   

This is only funny when it’s not you. Photo by Lori Pinckney 
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website: 

 www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Safety Courses are listed at  

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
February 1, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting The Beeches Inn & Conference Ctr 

Rome, NY 

March 1, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Fred’s Inn, Norwich, NY 

April 5, 2013 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

April 25-27, 2014 NYSSA Educational Forum and Annual Meeting 
 (Hotel Reservations, Hyatt Regency Rochester) 
Vendor Information! Registration opens February 3, 2014. 

Rochester Convention Center, 
Rochester, NY 

May 17, 2014 

(no June Meeting) 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

July 12, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

August 2, 2013 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting  Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

(10 days after each BOD Meeting). 

February 11, 2014 

March 11, 2014 

April 15, 2014 

May 27,2014 

July 22, 2014 

August 12, 2014 

 

Season 2013-14 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 
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