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Snowmobiling Featured at New York’s Capitol Again! 

NYSSA has been once again invited to place a display on the Plaza of the State Capitol.  The display is part of 

a collection of winter activities displays by different organizations around the state.  This year’s theme for our 

display features scenes from around New York that you can only see from the seat of a snowmobile and is tied 

to our Take a Friend Snowmobiling initiative!  Pictured is the 2015 Skidoo MXZ Sport 600, one of three sleds 

you can win in the 2015 Super Raffle.  The display will remain there for a month. Photo by Jim Rolf 

Speaking of  which… DID YOU GET YOUR TICKETS? 

Clubs throughout the state have tickets for sale. Contact your club!  

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/clubs


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  January 2015 - Page 3  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

SNOWMOBILER 
Online 

New York 

Publisher: The New York State 

Snowmobile Association 

P. O. Box 1040,  

Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

Editor: Anne O’Dell 

nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

888-624-3849 x101 

 

2014-15 Officers  

President Jim Elmore, 585-813-4610 

president@nysnowmobiler.com 

Vice  

President 

Randy Phillips, 585-265-1753 

vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com 

Secretary Rosanne Warner, 315-697-8130 

secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

Treasurer John Occhino, 845-225-3140 

treasurer@nysnowmobiler.com 

Staff 

Executive 

Director 

Dominic Jacangelo, 888-624-3849 x104 

dominic@nysnowmobiler.com 

Trail  

Coordinator 

Jim Rolf, 888-624-3849 x102 

jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

General  

Manager 

Anne O’Dell, 888-624-3849 x101 

nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

Membership 

Helpline 

888-624-3849 x103 

membership@nysnowmobiler.com 

Join or Renew Membership Online: 

 

 

Our Website: www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

 

 

                  New York State  Office of Parks,  

                  Recreation & Historic Preservation’s 

                   Website                                                             

                  

www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles 

                   DMV, Register a Sled: NY Resident 

                   DMV, Register a Sled: Out of State 

CONTENTS 

From the Desk of the Executive Director ...D. Jacangelo P. 5 

Share the Adventure! Take a Friend Snowmobiling!  P. 6 

President’s Message...Jim Elmore P. 9 

What’s been happening at NYSSA ...Rosanne Warner P.13 

Welcome Chris Fallon, OPRHP Snowmobile Unit Director! P. 17 

TRAILS: Trail Coordinator Report ...Jim Rolf  P. 18 

NYSSA Scholarship Application! P. 20 

Do you know someone who deserves an award? P. 21 

AD RATES 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/
mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/registrationrenew/?stype=s
http://www.dmv.ny.gov/OOSNO/default.html
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/
https://nysnowmobiler.com/
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2014-15.pdf
http://www.northernoutdoors.com/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  January 2015 - Page 4  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.allstate.com/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  January 2015 - Page 5  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

At our last NYSSA Board of Directors meeting we heard a 
very sobering presentation from a gentleman who had his 
world turned upside down by a snowmobile accident.  Last 
year Hank Riederer was in a very serious accident in which 
he nearly lost his life.  Hank is just like you and I; average 
Joes who get up everyday and work hard to  
support our families and look for some rest and relaxation 
on the seat of a sled. 

I did not know what to expect from Hank when he asked to 

speak.  What I heard was a very thoughtful person who 
wanted to make his accident mean something to someone.  
I will not speculate on fault regarding the accident.  The 
litigation in this case has been settled.   What I will say is 
that had both riders stayed well to the right at a blind hill it 
is most likely that Hank would not have had a reason to be speaking to us at this past meeting. 

Hank came within inches of his losing his life.  He was in an induced coma for weeks. He is struggling to make a re-
covery and I commend him for his strength in this regard.  He is trying to hold onto his business while his wife works 
to support the household. 

With all he has been through his comment at the meeting was “it was an accident.”  He wanted us to share with  
everyone that accidents happen and we need to be prepared for when they do.  Be sure that both you and your sled 
are properly insured.  If you are running with the state minimum insurance your may not have enough insurance to 

protect you if there is a judgment against you.  Have a conversation with your insurance agent if you have questions.  
(There are insurance discounts through the companies that partner with NYSSA.) If you can get supplemental insur-
ance that augments your income, you should consider it because the public programs like temporary disability will not 
carry you through a catastrophic event. 

Hank also wanted us to share with you his gratitude that Mercy 
Flight (of Western NY) was there to airlift him to the hospital 
from the crash site.   If he did not receive transport from Mercy 
Flight, he would in all likelihood be dead.   As I thought about it, 
it is a fact that Mercy Flight has assisted many injured snowmobil-

ers over the years and brought them to medical treatment when minutes counted.  Please if you have a few minutes 
to spare send a donation to Mercy Flight of Western NY by going to http://www.mercyflight.org/  and making an 
online donation. 
 
I think it is also worth reminding everyone that this is early season riding.  It is more likely now that there will be  
unanticipated obstacles in the trail.  There could be rocks that still come through the snow and blowdown is common 
around the trail system.  There have been several weather events which have impacted the trail system and you need 
to be aware that conditions are note ideal in many places. 

Already this season there has been a few fatalities and several notable accidents.  Every rider needs to ride defen-
sively and remember there are other riders out on the trial system.  Around that turn there very well can be a rider 
coming your way who is on the wrong side or over that blind hill there can be someone stuck on the other side (me 
for instance).  When you stop on the trail for a rest or to render assistance, be sure that other riders can see you in 
enough time to avoid hitting you. 

The good news is that it is cold and the snow is flying in many areas. Go out, have a great time, be sure to THINK 
when you are riding.  And above all, get home safe. 

See you on the trail,  Dom. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:dominic@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.mercyflight.org/
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Introducing snowmobiling to new riders or bringing back to the sport those who have not ridden in a while is NYSSA’s 
campaign for the winter of 2015.  Why should we have all the fun?  As a group we all know that snowmobiling is a great 
way to enjoy the winter in upstate New York, socialize with friends and stay active.  It is time to share the  adventure 
and show others what great fun snowmobiling can be.  We all have those friends that we always wanted to take for a 
snowmobile ride and show them what we do with our spare time.   

Local clubs and Associations in partnership with the New York State Snowmobile Association will be hosting several Take 
a Friend Snowmobiling events around the state this January.  All snowmobilers are invited to participate. Here is the ten-
tative schedule subject to changes because of snow conditions (please check at www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com 
for the latest information):  
 

 January 24th 

 Grafton Lakes State Park, Winterfest 
 Route 2, Grafton NY 
 Grafton Snow Blazers,    
 
 January 31st       February 8th  
 Sevey’s Point       Delta Lake State Park 
 Rt 3 between Cranberry Lake and Childwold.   Rome, NY 
 Deb Christy, St. Lawrence Co. Snowmobile Assn  Trail Busters of Lee Center,  Bob Spindler  
 
 February 15th      February 22nd 
 Lawson Lake County Park    Feegan’s Witch Kitch 
 Albany County Executive and Sheriff   68 Jamestown St. Sinclairville, NY 14782 

 Chautauqua County Snowmobile Association 

“Share the Adventure”  

and  

“Take a Friend Snowmobiling”  

in 2015! 

COOL:   

The  “Take a Friend Snowmobiling” 
event in Batavia on January 11 was  
covered by the local news channel! 

 

 

            View the Video! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com/
http://www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com
http://wivb.com/2015/01/11/snowmobilers-take-friends-out-on-the-trails/
http://wivb.com/2015/01/11/snowmobilers-take-friends-out-on-the-trails/
http://wivb.com/2015/01/11/snowmobilers-take-friends-out-on-the-trails/
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HELP SPREAD THE WORD! 

Got a friend that might like to try snowmobiling?  

Hand them the form below, and we’ll arrange for a ride! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com/


Adirondack Powersports 

Appolson’s 

Bibben’s Sales 

Bob Weaver’s Motorsports 

Buck’s Motorsports 

Caprara’s Outdoor World 

Cycle Motion 

Cycle Shack 

Della Motorsports 

Don’s Polaris 

Edelmann Sales, Inc 

Excell Motorsports 

Fun Unlimited 

Gamble Distributors 

Griffin Motorsports 

Hermans Performance 

Ingles Performance 

Ithaca Recreation 

Jan-cen Automotive 

K&H Kawasaki 

Kubecka’s Polaris 

Leisure Time 

Maddie’s 

Matt’s Cycle Center 

Menneto Powersports 

Moody Polaris 

O’Neil Sales 

Pioneer Motorsports 

Polaris of Riverhead 

Powerhouse Motorsports 

Precision Power 

Preferred Powersports 

Schoff Polaris 

Sled Shop Racing 

Sportline Power 

Sports Unlimited 

T. Nelson Sales 

TC Sports 

Teixeira’s Polaris 

Waite Motorsports 

Zahm & Matson, Inc. 

Zambri Motorsports 
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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The season is underway and thousands are out enjoying their snowmobiles and the trails our volun-
teers mark and maintain.  Unfortunately, there have been a few accidents and 2 deaths have been 
reported since the trails have opened.  NYSSA and the snowmobiling community offer our deepest 

condolences to the families of these snowmobilers.  Please use extreme caution and watch out for obstacles on the trail 
system and for changes in the weather.  We want everyone to go home to their families healthy after a day of riding.  
When horrible accidents happen, it is always a chance to take the time to look at your own insurance policies and cov-
erage you have purchased. 

 
National Income Life Insurance Company ( NILICO ) is a proud supporter of NYSSA and 
snowmobiling.  They offer all members a free accidental death and dismemberment policy.  

Please take the time to review this free benefit for belonging to a club and NYSSA.  Insur-
ance for your snowmobile is a very easy task and the prices are reasonable.  Both our 
partners for snowmobile or trailer insurance are a phone call away.  Nationwide Insurance 
and Allstate Insurance companies work with our members to bring great coverage and 
reasonably priced policies for snowmobilers.  Please contact one of these  
companies’ local agents for information. Please remember to state you are a member of 

NYSSA for additional discounts.    

When I was a local club President, I was heavily involved with insurance issues that 
could affect club operations or members and even landowners. Everyone should 
examine and read your policies once a year and every time you renew your policy. 
My experience is many people just take the word of what the agent is selling and 
never read the policy for what is in it. The majority just want to hear a low price 

and buy it without reading it over carefully. 
New York State does have some of the best laws written to protect policy holders 
and there is a wide selection of options when you purchase any type of policy for 
your home or auto and snowmobile. In some cases, a policy that was $20 less 
could leave you exposed to financial issues over a claim compared to the policy 
that was a few dollars more. Insurance premiums are a hassle but they are a si-
lent partner to protect your home and family in case you need it. Please be a 
smart consumer when you purchase one. 

I was an automobile damage writer for a few years and it happened a few times where folks bought a minimum cover-
age policy. They did not mean to have an accident but it does happen. They damaged an expensive car and they only 
had the minimum amount of coverage. In these cases, the owner of the car that was not at fault had to turn the claim 
over to their insurance carrier for the cars to be repaired. Luckily these folks had the proper coverage to pay for the 
damage from the other car owner, who was at fault. If these owners bought the minimum coverage they would have 
to sue the other driver and wait for their money or pay out of pocket to have their cars fixed. In one of these cases the 
one owner did not have rental car coverage, she had to pay out of pocket for her rental car while her car was being 
repaired, she wanted to save the ten dollars on her premium and this again was not a smart choice in the long term. 

Snowmobiling is a safe sport and is a healthy activity but sometimes accidents can occur. Please read your snowmobile 
insurance policy over before the season starts. A very minor accident on a snowmobile can be very expensive if you 
must visit a hospital for any type of injury. It also is a good idea to carry a comprehensive rider on your snowmobile, 
this covers you from events that are beyond your control. Many unscrupulous citizens these days like to search for an 
easy target. A snowmobile parked behind a restaurant in an unlighted parking lot is a quick way for some people to 
make illegal gains off your property. Many snowmobiles even being 4 to 5 years old are still worth thousands of dollars, 
so please look into protecting your property and your bank account with a good insurance policy. 

 
(Continued on page 10) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com
https://www.nilife.com/benefits/secure/sgaav/intro.php
http://www.allstate.com/snowmobile-insurance.aspx
http://www.nationwide.com/agent/williamsville-new-york-insurance-agent/grant-getzoni/office.html
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There has been a video posted on a few snowmobile websites catching a couple of criminals stealing a snowmobile 
from a person’s garage. Very slick technique these 2 had for stealing the snowmobile.  One guy stayed in the truck 
while his partner hooked up some type of tow rope on the sled.  When he got it hooked up the driver backed the truck 
up to the garage and then dragged the sled down the street.  It took less than a minute for this victim to lose his 
snowmobile from his own garage.  It is just a reminder but, try to make it difficult for thieves trying to walk off with 
your possessions.    

Snowmobile clubs across the State are holding many different types of events this season.  If your club is hosting an 
event, please take pictures of these activities and send them to NYSSAOffice@nysnowmobiler.com.  We would like to 
add these photos to our Facebook page or maybe even place them in our e-magazine. It is a great way to showcase 
your event across the snowmobiling community.  

Please stay safe and watch for others on the trails.   

James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 9) 

Here’s a picture of Gage going for his first 

ride as a licensed rider!  10 years old, he 

took his course with the Tawaeri Taqui 

Trailblazers of Ulster County.  He did 50 

miles and rode like a Champ!  

Does your child need to take a Snowmobile Safety Course?  

They are listed at: 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

..new courses are added throughout the season, if you don’t see one offered in 

your area. Also check with your local club.   

 

This year a course will be offered Saturday, April 11 at the  

Educational Forum in Rochester. Register Now! 

Photo by Lori Pinckney 

ARE THE 

FUTURE 
OF SNOWMOBILING! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:nyssaoffice@NYSnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/clubs
https://www.regonline.com/2015-forum
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On June 10-13, 2015, the 47th International Snowmobile  
Congress will be held in Niagara Falls, NY, at the Niagara Falls 

Convention Center.  This event is dedicated to the  development of 
strategies on our common role with respect to the environment,  
conservation, access, education and accountability.       
 

That aside, the ISC is just plain fun!  Imagine what happens when 
you get snowmobilers 

from across the globe together to share their experiences! 
Learn about what it’s like to outrun an avalanche.. To  
highmark where no sled has gone before! 

We’ll have a program of educational courses, interspersed with 
plenty of social activities, and some really cool side trips for you 
to check out in and around Niagara Falls!  
 

Registration is open at 

www.isc2015.com While you’re in Niagara Falls, check out 

the Jet Boat Ride, only $52 for attendees. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://appguide.woodystraction.com/
http://www.isc2015.com/
http://www.isc2015.com/
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Did You Know??  What’s Been Happening at NYSSA. 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

The New York State Snowmobile Association is working to keep its members better informed of the 
issues that NYSSA faces on a daily basis.  
 
 A re-cap of what happened at the January 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors meeting.  
 

 Assemblyman Steve Hawley from the 139th District spoke to the board.  

 
 Hank Reiderer, who was in a snowmobile accident in February 2014, addressed the Board about his tragic 

accident and the efforts of Mercy Flight that no doubt saved his life. He cautioned riders to Stay Right when  
riding for their own safety and the safety of others. He will be speaking at the 2015 Forum in Rochester about 
his ordeal. Everyone wished him well in his continued recovery.  
 

 The New York State Snowmobile Political Advisory Committee (NYSSPAC) is looking for someone to take over 

the duties of Treasurer. If anyone is interested in serving in the position, please contact Randy Phillips at  
VicePresident@NYSnowmobiler.com.  
 
 “Take a Friend” Events continue to be held through-

out January and February. 
 
  NYSSA has been discussing the Board of Directors 

meeting schedule, and in an effort to save money, is  
looking at reducing the number of meetings. He noted that 
the attendance may go up if there are less meetings and 
also noted that the meetings cost about $5,000 each 
(location, food, mileage). 

 
 The Board approved sending two delegates to the ACSA Northeast Chapter meeting in Canada.  

 
 NYSSA will be displaying photos from the Share the Adventure, Take a Friend Snowmobiling campaign in the 

State Capitol Concourse. Photos from the viewpoint of a snowmobile were collected from riders all over the 
state and will be showcased along with rescue photos from the ”Sno-vember” winter snowstorm in Buffalo this 
past November. The use of snowmobiles during the winter storm was instrumental in the snow response and 
will be discussed at a meeting this week with the NYSDOT.  

  
Thank you to all of the clubs and snowmobilers who helped in the effort.  
 

 Chris Fallon has been named as the new, OPRHP Snowmobile Unit Director. Chris has 15 years of experience as a 

State Park manager. He will attend his first NYSSA meeting at the February meeting in Rome, New York. NYSSA is 
confident that the relationship with OPRHP will improve greatly with Chris the director.  
Welcome Chris !! 

 
 The Budget and Finance committee has begun developing the 2015-2016 NYSSA budget. It will be voted on by 

the delegates at the NYSSA Annual Meeting, April 12 in Rochester, NY. 
 
 Multiview is a company that has been advertising on the NYSSA website. You may have seen their ads. The con-

tract with Multiview is helping NYSSA generate much needed funds to continue the mission of advocating for clubs 
and developing safety programs for its members.  

  

(Continued on page 14) 
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 70% payment vouchers have been sent out by OPRHP to all sponsors. If the 

county association has not  
received confirmation of a voucher, please contact your local sponsor.  

 
 NYSSA Membership reached 45,171 as of January 10, 2015 (update: nn,nnn as 

of January 21!). Anne O’Dell reported that with the arrival of snow, riders are re-
newing their memberships at a rate of one person every two minutes. This will 
help to get membership money to the clubs just in time for grooming season.  

 
 The New York Snowmobiler print magazine began hitting member’s mailboxes 

this week. It is packaged with the current issue of Supertrax. 
 
 NYSSA has had many problems with outstanding membership checks 

(payable to clubs). Efforts were taken to cut expenses in mailing monthly mem-
bership checks to clubs for online memberships. Many clubs have checks that remain uncashed. As a result, clubs 
who have not provided NYSSA with information for direct deposit of membership funds will be locked out of the 
membership site until they respond.  If your club has been locked out, please contact General Manager, Anne 
O’Dell at:  nyssaoffice@NYSnowmobiler.com  

 
 Matt Cannon has returned to Gramercy Communications in the role of Director of PR. He will be working with 

NYSSA again after his year off working for the State Senate’s Independent Democratic Party. We are glad to have 
him back on board.  Matt@gramercycommunications.com or by phone: Office 518-326-6400  

 
 Once again Gramercy will be assisting with the development of the February Albany Legislative Gazette. NYSSA 

will be featured again in the publication that goes to all state and county legislative offices.  
 
 Gramercy Communications and NYSSA teamed up to develop a new Trail Poster for the clubs this year. There are 

1,500 posters available for clubs to place in the businesses along their trail system. Please see your director to ob-
tain copies. The new posters also include a place to put the clubs name and contact info as well as a QR code that 
links riders directly to NYSSA’s website. NYSSA is researching the cost of having the posters incorporated into a 
trail sign. 

 
 Federal Mileage Reimbursement Rates have increased to $.575/mile in 2015. Clubs who are reimbursing for 

mileage at the Federal Rate should be aware of the increase in the new year.  
 

 NYSSA’s Trail Coordinator, Jim Rolf has purchased a decibel meter in an effort to educate clubs about the loud 

pipe noise law and its limits.  
 
 NYSSA’s Safety and Education Committee are researching online safety classes at a low cost to riders.  

More to come.  
 
 Contracts have been signed with Lake Placid for the 2016 & 2017 SLEDNY Forum and NYSSA Annual Meeting. 

NYSSA is happy to partner again with the Lake Placid Visitor Bureau to bring another successful event to snowmo-
bilers. (The 2015 Educational Forum is in Rochester). 

 
 NYSSA understands the problems some have experienced with the online membership site. We ask that you 

please be patient as it is a work in progress and appreciate your understanding as we work through the problems.  
 
 The International Snowmobile Congress will be held in Niagara Falls, New York on June 10-13, 2015. We are 

hoping to see a lot of clubs attend to show the international community why we are the biggest snowmobile asso-
ciation in the world. Please visit: www.ISC2015.com for more information.  

(Continued from page 13) 
 

(Continued on page 15) 

Chris Fallon. Photo courtesy the 

Albany Times Union. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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 Nominations are being sought for Officers positions to be voted on at the Annual Meeting. To submit your name 

for an officer position, please contact a member of the Nominating Committee: 
   Gary Broderick  716-807-7002 
   Hal Fleischman  716-867-5308 
   Roger McCabe  716-560-3239 
   Phil LaPlante   315-338-3761 
Per the NYSSA Bylaws:   
 The Officers of this Association shall be elected by the club delegates at the Association Annual Meeting, with member 

clubs being notified in writing at least thirty (30) day prior to the Annual Meeting of a proposed slate of officers as presented by 

the Nominating Committee.  Officers of this Association shall hold office beginning at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting at 

which the Officer was elected.  The term of office for the Officers of this Association ends at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting 

of the following year. 

The nomination form follows on the next page. Nominations are due by March 1, 2015. 

(Continued from page 14) 

With winter now here, snowmobile trails throughout 
Oneida County are open and the Sheriff's Snowmo-
bile Patrol is actively working. Oneida Sheriff Robert 
Maciol is reminding everyone of some basic safety 
tips to insure an enjoyable time. 

"Always operate your snowmobiles at a reasonable 
speed, follow all of the NYS Snowmobile Laws, stay 
on the designated trails, always respect the private 
landowners, and never drink & drive", according to 
Sheriff Maciol. 

Any snowmobile operated in New York State must be 
registered with the New York State Department of 
Motor Vehicles, even if it is registered in another 
state or providence. Snowmobilers must carry proof 
of registration and insurance on their person while 
snowmobiling and required holders of snowmobile 
safety certificates must carry the certificates with 
them when they are snowmobiling. 

SHERIFF REMINDS RIDERS ABOUT SNOWMOBILE SAFETY, 
RULES, AND REQUIREMENTS 

Pictured left to right: Deputy Rob Snider, and Lieutenant James Para-

vati of the Oneida County Sheriff's Snowmobile Patrol. This picture 

was taken in the Town of Florence while on patrol. 
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At the Quarterly meeting between NYS Office of Parks and Recreation, NYSSA had the pleasure of meeting 

the new Director of the Snowmobile Unit, Chris Fallon.  Pictured left to right, front row: Jim Elmore, 

NYSSA President, Jim MacFarland, OPRHP Snowmobile Unit, Chris Fallon, OPRHP Snowmobile Unit  

Director, Bennett Campbell, OPRHP Snowmobile Unit.  Back Row: Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator; 

Anne O’Dell, NYSSA General Manager, and Dom Jacangelo, NYSSA Executive Director.   

Photo by Jane Chaddock. 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

Well, Happy New Year to all of our NYS Snowmobilers!  Let’s hope that the weather starts to give the areas 
that haven’t been so fortunate with snow so far lots more the rest of the season!  We need it!  All across the entire 
state we need snow from now through March.  I am hearing some good long-range forecasts too! 

 

Accidents  

Last month I wrote about accidents and accident reporting.  NYS Law states that each accident that results in 
over $1,000.00 in damage to one’s own sled, any property damage, OR any personal injury MUST BE reported within 

days of the accident to the NYS Parks snowmobile unit.  The 2 sided-form is available here for another reminder:  
http://nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/documents/OPS209CivilianAccidentReport.pdf  

Unfortunately there have been 3 snowmobile-related deaths this year, all in the past week.  My personal con-
dolences to the families of these riders. One looks to be a freak accident but the other 2 were off-trail incidents.  This 
goes to the proven fact that riding on the marked trails is the safest place to be and why clubs post signage.    

We have been receiving accident reports from clubs in a very timely manner so far.  But that means that there 
are accidents!  Not good!  And unfortunately the 3 fatalities have been included in those reports.  All we can do is hope 
to reiterate to riders reading this article that “YES, IT CAN HAPPEN TO YOU!”.  None of us are invincible, although 
some seem to believe that they are.  I urge all riders to make a deal with yourselves and every other rider on the trail 
system this season and going forward…to please slow down and THINK about someone possibly coming around that 
next corner or over the next blind hill on your side of the trail and/or out of control.  I really don’t enjoy reading these 
reports…it’s truly up to you to curb these accidents. 

 

Stay on The Marked Trails!   

 I have been reading some good trail condition reports from riders on different 
blog sites about more clubs  
following the NYS Snowmobile Trail Singing Guidelines on double-staking the trails.  
More are noticing that clubs that didn’t follow the program guidance document now 
are.  But then again, I am hearing that there are clubs also lacking in this same re-
gard.  Double-staked trails are the ONLY method to signing open fields that NYS Parks 
and NYSSA  
accept as safe.  Please become familiar as a rider to the double-staked trails and ride 
between the stakes.  If you are in a club that is somehow still single-staking open 
fields, please advise your club officers that they are not following the guidelines and are only helping to cause confu-

sion on the trails.  

Snowmobile club volunteers take extreme care to find the safest trail location for snowmobile traffic to ride, 
especially in open fields.  The club reps mark the outer boundary (delineate, by State Law), and those stakes then  
represent where NOT to go outside of.  Inside the stakes, clubs mark objects that one may encounter as well as noting 
warnings for fences, bridges, culverts, narrowing of trails, etc.  Outside of those stakes, no club volunteer can assure 
riders what may be out there that could damage your sled or injure you.  Please understand that when you see signs 
that state “Stay on Trail”, “Stay on Trail, OR STAY HOME”, “Stay Right AND Between the Stakes!” or “Respect Land-
owners”…most of the time that means the generous owners of the property are concerned that riders may or are riding 
off the section of trail that was given permission to be ridden.  Quite possible there may be crops in the fields, or the 
club is on the last leg with the landowner and may lose the permission of riders keep disrespecting the owner of the 
land.  It’s all about RESPECTING THE LANDOWNERS AND THE CLUBS!  Please show respect and stay on the marked 
trails! 

(Continued on page 19) 

TRAILS 
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 I am including this sign below that is available from 
Voss Signs in Manlius that you should be seeing on the trails 
more often.  Our new “Stay Right… AND Between the 
Stakes” sign showcases exactly what riders should be adhering 
to in open fields and is fully reflective so riders can see it well at 
night too.  

 

STAY RIGHT, … 

And BETWEEN the Stakes!  

 THINK!  You are an 

ambassador of this sport. 
 

(Continued from page 18) 
 

The sign at left should be seen in businesses and 

along trails at kiosks soon, as NYSSA is distributing 

printed copies, and taking orders from clubs who 

want to use it as a trail sign, too. 
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2015 Scholarship Applications  
 

* Northeast Chapter ISC * Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship * 

Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship * 

Application Deadline for Scholarships is February 27, 2015! 

Each year, NYSSA awards two (2) $500 scholarships: 

*Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship 

*Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship 

Only members of NYS Snowmobile Clubs will be eligible for the scholarships. 

Northeast Chapter ACSA: 

The top 2 NYSSA applications will be sent to the NEC Scholarship Committee where they will compete against applications 
from Northeastern United States and Canadian Provinces for two, $1,000 scholarships. 

Guidelines:  

(the guidelines below print with the application packet above) 

 

ACSA Scholarships: The top two New York applications will also be sent to the Northeast Chapter of the International 
Snowmobile Council (NEC) Scholarship Committee, where they will compete against applications from other Northeast States 

for two (2) $1,000 scholarships. 

 

Criterion: The NYSSA Scholarship Committee will review all applications and make its awards based upon academic achieve-

ment, extracurricular involvement, community service and the quality of the original essay submitted with each application. 

Financial need is a secondary criterion used in the selection of the winner. Completion of the financial need portion of the 
application is optional, however students who have provided a complete financial background will be given priority over those 

whose applications are incomplete when all other considerations are the same. Please make sure you include attachments 1 
through 6 on the application. The 2015 essay should be about what snowmobiling means to you, or about snowmobiling in 

your state (economy, trails, environment) in five hundred (500) words or less. 

 Applicants must be graduating high school seniors who have been accepted at a College, Junior College, or  

Vocational School, or must be College Students who are already enrolled. 

 The student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s) must be a member in good standing of NYSSA as of January 1, 2015.  

To obtain a NYSSA Club membership, go to: https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com 

• Application, letter of acceptance at your college you will be attending, transcript of grades at high school or grade record of 

the college you are already attending, essay and recommendations must be received by NYSSA by  
February 27, 2015 as one package. All applications must be complete to be considered. 

• Applications must be received at the NYSSA Office on or before February 27, 2015. Late applications will not be consid-

ered. 

• The applications submitted to NYSSA will be answered by mail after judging. 

 The two top New York applications will be notified by the NYSSA Executive Director and will be forwarded to the North-

east Chapter of ACSA.  

 All application materials are considered Confidential, and will be limited to examination for their intended purpose only 

and become property of the NYSSA and the Northeast Chapter of ACSA. 

 

Mail your application package to: NYSSA – Attention Scholarships, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566 

-- must be received on or before February 27, 20145 to be considered. 

Download Application: 

MS Word Version (.DOC) 

Adobe Acrobat Version (PDF) 
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NYSSA Awards - Do you know someone who deserves one? 

Each year at the Educational Forum, we celebrate the season by awarding several deserving volunteers 

awards for their efforts.  Do you know someone who deserves an award? The award nomination forms 

for the following awards are available online.  

 

Club of the Year  MSWord  PDF 

Dealership of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Family of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Groomer of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Snowmobiler of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Youth Snowmobiler of the Year MSWord PDF 

Click the image to view award history. 
See the 2014 Award Winners here. 

What’s new for 2015 at the Forum? 

 There will be two GPS Sessions: a beginning and an advanced level. 

 Saturday, a FREE Youth Safety Course will be held for children age 10 and up. 

 Gramercy Communications will present a brand-new session on Social Media for Clubs. 

 Ed Zalar (aka “Fast Eddie”) will lead a Volunteer Roundtable session. 

 Snowmobile Youth Groups - how to get kids involved! 

 A session on what to do AFTER your club is designated a 501(c)3! 

 Basic Snowmobile Maintenance! 

 Club and Member Relations Roundtable! 

See 

YOU 

There! 

Sunday, April 12, 2015 
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NYSSA CHARITIES PAGE 

Pink Ribbon Riders www.pinkribbonriders.com 
The Pink Ribbon Riders mission is to promote awareness of breast  
cancer in the motor sports industry for both men and women while  
raising funds for those in need.  

Easter Seals www.easterseals.com 
Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and  
special needs, and their families, live better lives for over 85 years.  

NYSSA encourages its individual members and its Clubs to support 

the following charitable organizations: 

The USO www.uso.org/howtohelp 

The USO is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
support the troops by providing morale, welfare and  
recreation-type services to our men and women in uniform. 

Safety Question: 

Q: A Corridor Trail is….  
 

A)  A high-volume primary snowmobile 
route through more than one county. 

B)  A snowmobile route to local  
restaurants and gas stations. 

C)  A trail over to your friend’s house. 

A
n

sw
er: A

 

Note: we don’t make these questions up - they’re  right out of the Safety Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- beginning in September each year. 

Photo Courtesy Michael Nye. 
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Available all year long at: 

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts 

 Byrncliff 

 Charlie’s Inn 

 Country Inn & Suites 

 Junction Campground 

 Old Forge Camping Resort 

 Rocky Acres Inn 

 Tumble Inn 

 Water’s Edge Inn 

Check out the local lodging available too, and many more discounts! 
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It’s TIME to RENEW 

your 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP! 

How to Renew Online and Print your Voucher 

1. Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com and click on the Big Green Button at the upper left. 
 

2. Enter your Member ID and password. 

 Don’t know your Member ID? Use the “Forgot” link: 

 Don’t know your Password? Use the                                      button. 

3. Once you are logged in, you may renew your membership with your existing Club, or join a 
different club, or join several clubs. Be sure to select the “Individual” or “Family” member-

ship type as appropriate. 

4. Fill in your credit card info and press PAY NOW! 

5. Once the transaction is completed, return to the home page. To the right of the Club Name 

is the word ‘Voucher’.  Click on that to view and print your Voucher. 

Still need assistance? Email us at membership@nysnowmobiler.com, or call the Membership 
Help Desk at 888-624-3849 x 103. 

Turn the page to learn how to register your sled(s) online 

with the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles!  --> 
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How to register your sled(s) online with  

the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles 

1. Let’s get you to the right place: 

 If you are a New York State Resident, go to this website: 

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/RegistrationRenew/index.cfm 

 

 If you are Out of State, go to this website: 

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/SnowmobileOutofState/ 

 

 

2. Follow the on-screen instructions (they are different for NY Residents and Out of State, 
so we can’t reproduce them here). 

 

 
3. Remember to enter your 12-digit NYSSA Voucher ID (located above the barcode on your 

2014-15 Voucher) with no dashes or spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Print your Temporary Registration - your permanent registration and stickers for your 

sled will be mailed to you by NYS DMV within ten days. 

XX-XXXX-XXXXXX 

Helpful tip from one of our members! 

Anne, 

Thanks for your help, I think this will work so you might want to add this to your bag of short cuts. 

Instead of printing the temporary registration, I simply saved it on my computer and sent it to my 

email on my I phone. So if i get questioned about it, I was told to always have a phone on me when I 

ride, and I'm just trying to save the environment by going paperless!! 

Sounds good. 

Tom 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/RegistrationRenew/index.cfm
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/SnowmobileOutofState/


As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com 
Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
January 24, 2015 “Take a Friend Snowmobiling Event” 

Rensselaer County 
Grafton State Park WinterFest 
Rte 2, Cropseyville, NY 

January 31, 2015 “Take a Friend Snowmobiling Event” 
St. Lawrence County 

Sevey’s Point 
Childwold, NY 

February 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting  The Beeches Inn & Conference Ctr 
Rome, NY 

February 8, 2015 “Take a Friend Snowmobiling Event” 
Oneida County 

Delta Lake State Park 
Rome, NY 

February 15, 2015 “Take A Friend Snowmobiling Event” 
Albany County 

Lawson Lake County Park 
Feura Bush, NY 

February 22, 2015 “Take a Friend Snowmobiling Event” 
Chautauqua County 

Feegans Witch Kitch 
Sinclairville, NY 

March 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Tailwater Lodge 
Altmar, NY 

April 4, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

April 10 - 13, 2015 SLEDNY Educational Forum & NYSSA Annual Meeting 
 

Rochester Riverside Convention Ctr 
Rochester, NY 

May 2, 2015 
June 6, 2015 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

June 10 - 13, 2015 International Snowmobile Congress Niagara Falls Convention Center 
Niagara Falls, NY 

(11days after each BOD Meeting). 

January 21, 2015 

February 18, 2015 

March 18, 2015 

April 16, 2015 

May 13, 2015 

June 17, 2015 

Season 2014-15 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 
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