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10th Anniversary New York Snow Run Raises Over $36,000 ! 

 

Over 100 charitably-minded riders and supporters assembled in Old Forge February 7 to ride with the Pink 
Ribbon Riders.  The funds raised at this event will help men or women that reside in the state of New York 
that are currently diagnosed with breast cancer, in gifts of $500 financial assistance. 

Pink Ribbon Riders has given more than one million dollars in assistance since it started in 2007. 

Couldn’t make the event? 

You can support Pink Ribbon Riders by patronizing their online store or making a donation, at  
pinkstore.pinkribbonriders.com. In 2011-12, Pink Ribbon Riders gave back 84% of all monies collected. 

Events! 

Left: Not just a ride, but a fun social event too, 

this years’ Dinner on Friday night featured a 

sumptuous meal, donated by Pastabilities in 

Syracuse. There was something for everyone and 

nobody left hungry! 

 

 

On the Cover:  Sled decorating is a fun part of 

this event, and the sleds certainly get lots of looks 

on the trails!  

Riders may select a ride category that suits their riding style, 

from the “Hooter Haulers” doing the fastest and longest ride, 

to the “A-cups”, out to view the scenery on a shorter and 

more sedate ride.  Everyone stops for lunch, this year hosted 

by the Trailside Restaurant in Brantingham. The owner is 

herself a cancer survivor. The hot soup was just the thing to 

compliment the sandwiches and unusual stuffing-and-

cranberry side dish. 

Each group is led by a responsible and safety-minded leader who 

knows the trails and is charged with keeping everyone on the trail 

and moving in the right direction.  We’re proud to say there were 

Photos by Anne O’Dell 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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AD RATES 

Become a 

TRAIL 

DEFENDER… 

it works! 

Please support  

the trails you ride on!  

Please donate  

to the Trail Defender fund!   

 

You can go online to the membership system and make a $20 donation or 

you can send a check in any amount made out to NYSSA Trail Defender 

Fund, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566.   

Thank you! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/
mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/registrationrenew/?stype=s
http://www.dmv.ny.gov/OOSNO/default.html
https://membership.nyssnowassoc.org/
https://nysnowmobiler.com/
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles
https://nysnowmobiler.com/images/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2013-14.pdf
https://membership.nyssnowassoc.org/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  February, 2014 - Page 4  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

Wow! What a winter so far this season.  The snow has been falling and some high accumulations of snow have fallen 
over most of the State.  That is... before the winds arrived to sweep the snow away from many areas of the State.  I 
do not ever remember a winter with the volume of wind we are getting struck with.  I have noticed the abandoned 
Railroad beds and the woods have three feet of snow nestled between the trees.   Many snow fences are buried under 
4 feet of snow along many highways around the State; invisible till a warm up.  Unfortunately all the open fields look 
like mid-October with the annual harvest of the crops being taken to the local market.   It is still early and the winds 
should calm down and let these areas receive the amount of snow to match what is already in the woods. Stay tuned 

to your local club for trail updates.  (Update)  Most of the State received heavy amounts of 
snow the first week in February and the majority of our clubs have their trails back open. 
Please ride smart and stay safe. 

Snowmobile Clubs across the State are an anchor to all communities; they provide many ser-
vices beside trail riding opportunities.  Thousands of snowmobile club volunteers build bridges 
and clear woods of trees and other debris to open trails each season. The majority of riders 
already understand this.  What many do not know is what other roles Clubs play in the com-
munity.   

 Clubs work with local landowners and local government to provide easy access for the  

snowmobile owner to ride and enjoy their investment.    

 Clubs are the starting point to help you enjoy your sled and educate the public on safe and responsible riding.   

 Our snowmobile volunteer is also providing a great service to the community to make it a better place for everyone 

that lives in the area of a snowmobile club.   

 Clubs offer different activities for the community. Many offer their services to local emergency responders in the time 

of weather disasters and also hold fund raising events together.    

 There are clubs that hold events for the sick, the homeless, and children with disabilities.   

  Snowmobilers are the first to show up when the community needs help or assistance with any issue that arrives 

unannounced.   

 If you are really in a pinch and need help, tell a landowner that gives permission to use their land for our sport and 

they show up in large numbers offering their help. They already have done enough with  the generous use of their 
land and they still want to offer more help. 

Many understand the role of non-profit organizations and the responsibility that comes with that tag.  We work with 

each other to make our recreational activity as safe as possible and give back to the community to make it a better 
place for everyone.  The Trail Grant process is a very successful program for clubs to help build this trail system across 
the State.  It is intended to assist local communities with the development of snowmobile trails and the maintenance 
of them.  Sound management practices are needed to help clubs balance the grant with fund raising activities to pay 
for our trails.  I have been involved with organized snowmobiling for fifteen plus years at the local level and have seen 
the many creative ways clubs handle fund raising activities.  Since becoming NYSSA President, I have witnessed 
across our great State how snowmobilers love their sport and the work they do for their respected communities.  I am 
very proud of the fact that we all have the same vision and goals to make our sport better for the ones following  
behind us. 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Go Big! 

I would like to remind all members there are always opportunities to serve at 
the State level.  NYSSA still has several opening for District Directors across the 
State.   

You may have noticed  that our sport has gained much attention across the 
State.  Allstate Insurance just produced a Public Service Announcement to show 
the dangers of drinking and riding a snowmobile.  Erie County Medical Center in 
Buffalo, New York also has aired a PSA on the dangerous or illegal operation of 
snowmobile.  Our Governor and the State Tourism agency also have taken no-
tice of snowmobiling as a recommended winter  activity for our State and want 
more citizens to participate.   Our Public Relations firm, Gramercy Communica-

tions, is always taking a prudent approach to help people understand our issues 
and explain the benefits of organized snowmobiling.  All winter long they have 
stayed on top of weather issues and have released information to our members 
thorough the media several times this winter. 

I’m  hoping for a lot more snow before April.   

(Continued from page 4) 
 NYSSA DISTRICTS  

WITH NO DIRECTOR 

Albany/Greene 

Allegany 

Columbia 

Essex 

Montgomery/Schenectady  

Nassau/Suffolk 

Ontario 

Orange/Sullivan  

Rockland 

Schoharie 

Schuyler/Tompkins 

Seneca 

Ulster 

2013-2014 NYSSA DISTRICTS WITH NO DIRECTOR 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Amsoil Championship Snowcross returned to the Seneca Allegany Casino Feb 7-9 

NYSSA President  Jim Elmore and  

Cattaraugus Director George Couell  

bundled up to represent NYSSA at this  

2nd annual event! 

Looks like the crowd was bundled up too! 

Photos by Jane Chaddock 

Events! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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Eastern NY 

B&B SERVICE CENTER 

CYCLE MOTION 

DELLA MOTORSPORTS 

EDELMANN SALES, INC 

HERMANS PERFORMANCE 

GRIFFIN MOTORSPORTS 

 

MATTS CYCLE CENTER 

MENNETO POWERSPORTS 

POLARIS OF RIVERHEAD 

SPORTLINE POWER 

TC SPORTS 

TEIXEIRA'S POLARIS 

NY Polaris Snow Dealers 

Central NY 

CAPRARA'S OUTDOOR WORLD 

CYCLE SHACK 

DON'S POLARIS 

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS 

FUN UNLIMITED 

GAMBLE DISTRIBUTORS 

INGLES PERFORMANCE 

K&H KAWASAKI 

KUBECKA'S POLARIS 

MOODY POLARIS 

POWERHOUSE MOTORSPORTS 

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS 

SCHOFF POLARIS 

SLED SHOP RACING 

SPORTS UNLIMITED 

WAITE MOTORSPORTS 

ZAMBRI MOTORSPORTS 

Western NY 

APPOLSON'S 

BIBBEN'S SALES 

BOB WEAVER'S MOTORSPORTS 

BUCK'S MOTORSPORTS 

JAN-CEN AUTOMOTIVE 

ITHACA RECREATION 

LEISURE TIME 

MADDIE'S 

O'NEIL SALES 

PIONEER MOTORSPORTS 

PRECISION POWER 

SOUTHERN TIER POLARIS 

T. NELSON SALES 

ZAHM & MATSON, INC. 

Northern NY 

ADIRONDACK POWERSPORTS 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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Events! 

Spectators at Sun-

day’s Vintage  

Snowmobile Races at 

the Boonville Sno 

Fest were also  

bundled up!  

Left, Grand Marshal Ted is 87 years young!  

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.northernoutdoors.com/
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From the Executive Director 
Dominic Jacangelo  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

Finally! After waiting through January, we finally received some decent snow through most of the state that was not 
followed by rain.  A good 9-12 inches fell the first week of February through most of the central section of the state.  
While this snow gave our southern trails a good cover and the forecast is for it to stay cold, it unfortunately did not 
spread a decent coating on the more northern trails of the Adirondacks.  Speculator reported that they had a good 
cover even before the snow but it does not appear that points to the north got much out of this coastal blast.  Out 
in the western part of the state, they did get some decent snow out of this blast and most trails should be open.  
Even trails in Washington and Rensselaer County should be open. 

It appears that a weather  pattern is setting up where storms sweep across the country and dump a decent snow on 
New York.  I hope this will mean weekly snow events for upstate through the rest of February. 

The I Love NY folks are getting ready to shoot the I [snowmobile] NY commercial. I 
am sure many of you have seen the commercials that are promote skiing in New 
York.  The I [snowmobile] NY spot will be to promote family snowmobiling in the 
state.  This effort has generated a discussion among some snowmobilers relative to 

encouraging more users without encouraging more support for the maintenance of the trail system.  There is no 
doubt that we need more revenue to support the maintenance of trails.  Every club that maintains trails, struggles to 
pay for their equipment and materials. This promotional initiative has provided NYSSA with the opportunity to dis-
cuss at the very highest level of state government the problems and inadequacy of trail funding.  Hopefully, those 
discussions will lead to more money for the clubs to maintain trails. 

Over the past few weeks I have received several calls from people in the down state area (NYC) who want to ride.  
These are people who have never been on a snowmobile before and want to learn what it is all about.  Granted that 
these folks did not have a clue what they were getting in to.  I gave them the best advice possible pointing them to 

a guided snowmobile tour company where they would be under the watchful eye of someone who knows what they 
are doing.  While some of these calls produced some chuckles from me my thoughts quickly turned to the realization 
that each one of these inquiries were a possible new rider, a new club member and a new person who would be as 
impassioned about the sport as we all are.  We all need to remember that there is a lot of disposable income in the 
downstate area and lots of potential for future growth in the sport to come from there.  Yes, it will present new 
challenges but without new blood our numbers are not likely to grow. 

Riding! 

One disappointment I have every year, is that I don’t get to ride as much as I would 
like to. Every ride is a little special for me.  At the end of January the NYSSA staff and 
several of the directors took a ride up into the southern Tug Hill.  Our rendezvous point 
was the Beeches Inn and Convention Center in Rome, NY, a really great place to organ-
ize a ride from.  The Beeches offers rooms to snowmobilers at a reasonable rate and 
they include a good breakfast.  The original plan was to ride straight out of the Beeches 
to the north. Unfortunately, the snow was thin so we left our sleds on our trailers and 
headed twenty minutes to the north to West Leyden.  The ride in the truck going north 
was very revealing as the snow noticeably increased in depth as we headed up and 
onto the Tug Hill.  While there were a few bare spots in Rome we never saw the ground 
once we were in West Leyden.  We parked at the Town of Lewis Recreation fields and 
set off for an afternoon ride.  We rode on trails maintained by the Southern Tug Hill Snowmobile Club and some 
trails maintained by the Lost Trails Snowmobile Club. The trails were very well maintained.  I have rarely ridden in 
the Tug Hill compared to other areas in the state.  What was apparent is that traffic was much more intense.  While 
in the past I have gone for 100 mile rides out of Long Lake and barely passed another rider, here there many other 
riders to share the trail with.  The good news is that they were all well behaved, and so were we. 

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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So if you haven’t ridden the Hill and southern Lewis county, I encourage you to do so.  Stay safe and I hope to see 
you on the trail. 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

The gang along the trail.  That’s Anne O’Dell center left with the blue high-
lighted jacket next to Jim Rolf our trail coordinator (in black) and Ryan  
Emmick, NYSSA Director at Large from the Southern Tier of the State, in red. 

Jim Rolf pointing off into the distance insisting that we 
were not lost.  (We weren’t but he deserves the tease!) 

Our travels took us to the Sportsmen Club where we 
contributed to the local economy.  The only way there 
is by sled.  This was about a third of the sleds that 
were parked there that day.  It was good to see that 
most patrons were eating and not consuming alcohol. 
We also made a stop at the Milk Plant. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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Changes at DMV, Changes at NYSSA  
by Dominic Jacangelo 
Changes are coming in relation to the Department of Motor Vehicles and your club membership.  We will be moving 
to a new membership system April 1, 2014.  The look of the online membership system will be slightly different 
from the past.   

 One of the most apparent changes is that you will no longer need your NYSSA ID # and old password to enter into 

the membership system and renew your membership.   

 Your logon or your user ID will be your e-mail address and you can make up your password.   

 Unfortunately,  since this is a brand new system you will need to re-enter all your information including your ad-

dress and any other person who registers a sled under your voucher e.g. your spouse or child under 18.   

 Any name that appears on the sled registration must also appear on the voucher and it must be recorded within 

your member account.  So be sure the information that you input including your address is accurate.   

 The new system will generate a totally unique voucher number for each membership year.  The importance of this 

is found in the next paragraph. 

DMV has insisted on a new procedure. All members who receive a discount registration at DMV will be  
audited against the NYSSA membership list for that registration year.  This past year the Comptroller issued a a report 
and identified a number of registrations where the discount fee was charged and a membership could not be located.  
At the end of the current 2013-14 Season DMV will provide NYSSA with the discount registration list which will be com-
pared against the membership list which closes midnight of March 31, 2014.  If a membership cannot be demonstrated, 
DMV will institute an enforcement action against the person responsible for completing the registration.   

The point is: don’t cheat the system.  DMV will be looking to make an example of you. 

Additional information on the new membership system will be provided on the NYSSA website and within this magazine 
over the coming months. 

 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling Campaign off to a great start!! 

 

Mother Nature is supporting the Take a Friend Snowmobiling Campaign with record 
snowfalls and cold weather throughout most of North America. The campaign, which 

began 5 years ago is gaining momentum and many snowmobile associations and their clubs are planning special events 
to introduce non-snowmobilers to our winter activity of choice.  

Associations and Clubs are encouraged to organize a campaign and develop partnerships with their local Visitor and 

Convention Bureaus, Dealers, newspapers, radio stations and local land managers in the development and management 
of a unified campaign taking non-snowmobilers out for a fun snowmobile ride this winter.  

The general media is on board in supporting snowmobiling as they realize that the heavy snowfall and cold weather sup-
ports outdoor recreation—which is good for the mind and body! Positive stories about the economic impact that is gen-
erated by snowmobiling activity are being published in newspapers and magazines across North America and this is an 
excellent time to meet with and interact with your local news reporters. Event planning is relatively easy and should in-
clude easy riding opportunities for new snowmobilers with carefully planned stops and good food! The Safe Riders! cam-
paign is also an important part of the Go Snowmobiling effort. Any group activity and/or Go Snowmobiling campaign 
must include the messages contained within the Safe Riders! campaign and always support safe, responsible snowmobi-
ling.  
 
Send ISMA photos and stories to their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling.  

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling
http://www.snowmobile.org/take-a-friend-snowmobiling-campaign-2014.asp
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FINCH LAND CLASSIFICATION A WIN FOR SNOWMOBILERS! 

 

Historic Step in Preserving Priceless Natural Resources While Advancing the Adirondack Park’s Renown 

as a World-Class Tourism and Recreational Destination 

 
February 7, 2014 — Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today approved the State 

Land Classifications for 42,000 acres recently added to the State Forest Pre-

serve in the Adirondack Park, which bolsters his strong emphasis on natural 

resource preservation balanced with community connectivity and public ac-

cess and recreational needs. The classification of the properties, formerly 

owned by Finch Pruyn & Company, will ensure the protection of lands and 

waterways of unparalleled natural resource and beauty for generations to come 

and supports the growth of vibrant communities where residents can raise 

families and visitors can enjoy the preserve’s breathtaking wonders.  

 

“I am thrilled to approve this land classification plan that will allow the State to both preserve the Adirondacks’ magnifi-

cent natural resources and provide public recreational and tourism opportunities that will help grow the region’s econ-

omy,” Governor Cuomo said. “The addition of thousands of acres of land to the State Forest Preserve is a major step in 

both protecting and preserving the Adirondack Park for future generations. At the same time, this plan enhances the 

State’s efforts to attract more visitors to the Adirondacks and grow the region’s tourism industry and communities. To-

day’s announcement marks a momentous occasion for New York’s history and landscape.” 

 

The land classification was endorsed by the Adirondack Park Agency on December 13, 2013 as the preferred alternative 

and will provide something for everyone; it is a balanced approach that protects the lands but also provides for diverse 

opportunities and public access. The plan will allow recreation access to the newly acquired lands for people of all 

abilities for a wide variety of uses including hiking, cross country skiing, hunting, fishing, mountain biking, horse 

riding and snowmobiling.  
 

Specifically, the approved classification provides for a mixed use of Wilderness, Primitive and Wild Forest classifica-

tions. The Wilderness and Primitive Areas will protect the nearly pristine water bodies, intact fisheries, wetlands and 

endangered plants. The Essex Chain Primitive Area will establish a new remote paddling experience that is within rea-

sonable access to the general public. The Primitive classifications will allow for float plane access for sportsmen and 

sportswomen from First and Pine Lakes. Also, a Wild Forest buffer between Hudson River Gorge and Essex Chain 

Primitive Areas will provide much needed community connectivity through a multi-use, four season trail, including 

mountain biking and snowmobile uses, linking Indian Lake, Newcomb and Minerva. This community connector trail 

supports the goal of public access and recreation, which supports tourism development and opportunities through the 

Park.  

 

The approval of the land classification marks an important accomplishment stemming from a deal between Governor 

Cuomo and The Nature Conservancy in the summer of 2012 by which the 69,000-acre property will be sold to the state 

pursuant to a phased five-year contract. Once complete, the acquisition of the form Finch lands will be the largest addi-

tion to the State Forest Preserve in 118 years. 

 

In total, the Finch lands contain 180 miles of rivers and streams, 175 lakes and ponds, 465 miles of undeveloped shore-

line (rivers, streams, lakes, ponds), six mountains taller than 2,000 feet and countless smaller hills. There are a variety of 

mountains, cliffs, wilderness lakes, ponds, bogs, fens, swamps, alluvial forests, and flat-water and white-water rivers. 

Terrestrial habitat exists for mammals such as moose, bobcat, and black bear, and aquatic habitat exists for brook trout, 

landlocked salmon, and smallmouth and largemouth bass. 

THANK YOU 
...to every snowmobiler, club officer, 

business owner, and NYSSA  

representative who wrote to the  

Adirondack Park Agency on this 

matter.  It is clear that the Governor 

heard our many voices! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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2nd Annual Vintage Snowmobile Show held 
February 1 In Alexandria Bay, NY 

Results:  
 
Featured sled Arctic Cat  
Rick Padunas with a 1975 Jag  
 
Antique  
1st to Don Kingsley with a dragonfly 
ice sled (cant remember the year)  
2nd Marty Rudd with a model 200 
Hus ski  
3rd to Mike Forbes with a 1968 Ski-
doo 
 
Vintage  
1st George Hutchings with a beauti-
ful 1970 Skidoo TNT blackdot  
2nd Lewis Alexander 1969 Motoski  
3rd RR Customs 1971 Puma EL GATO LOCO really cool sled has a 317 hirth free air with dual carbs 
 

Classic  
1st and 2nd to Nathan Stroup with a 1977 jag  
3rd place to Mimi Scouten 1976 Scorpion Whip  
 

Muscle  
1st Gary Baker 1975 440 Z cat  
2nd Steve Matire 1972 Lynx "Barncat"  
3rd Scott Alexander 1977 arctic cat el tigre  
 
Race  
1st Richard Penoyer 1975 thunderjet  
2nd Richard Penoyer 1974 thunderjet  
3rd Joe Clark 1974 Boaski BAR 650  

 
Mini sled  
1st Brayton Malbeuf 1972 Arctic Cat Kitty Cat  
2nd Hunter Carrol Yamaha Bravo 250  

One of  NYSSAs Trailers and the Super Raffle Sleds made an appearance! 

Hunter Carrol and his currently registered Yamaha Bravo 250! 

Events! 
MORE 

PHOTOS 

Photos  courtesy Abay Paparazzi Dan Gaebel. 
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Racers Post Strong Results in Hayward;  

Doug Henry Wins X Games Bronze 

Pleasant Prairie, WI – The eyes 
of the world were honed in on the 
slopes of Aspen, Colorado this past 
weekend, as Winter X Games 2014 
brought together the best extreme 
athletes in the world for a compe-
tition only rivaled by the Olympics. 
Amongst them was adaptive 
snocross athlete and motocross 
legend Doug Henry. With special 
modification made to his Yamaha 

SR Viper RTX snowmobile, Doug 
rallied late in the final to pass Jim 
Wazny and earn the bronze medal 
at the line. 

The medal certainly wasn’t a first 
for the long-time Yamaha athlete 
who is perhaps best known for 
being the rider to first win an out-
door national motocross champion-
ship in 1998 aboard a Yamaha 

YZ400F. The bronze marked Doug’s sixth medal in X Games competition, with four coming from Winter X and two 
more at Summer X. 

While many of the world’s top snowmobile racers were at Winter X, several Yamaha independent riders were bat-
tling the elements in Hayward, Wisconsin in round two action of the COR Powersports cross-country series. The re-
gional series is known for its demanding natural terrain courses, and Hayward proved to be all that and more, as 
sub-zero temperatures and wind gust in excess of 30-mph further challenged racers. 

Highlights from the weekend include a strong show-
ing from Pro Women’s racer Sarah Wiedmeyer, who 
captured the win in Women’s, a second in the Trail 
class, and a third overall in Vet 30. Matching Sarah’s 
efforts was last year’s rookie of the year Mitch 

Sebastian, who grabbed a pair of second place 
runs in Junior 16-17 and the 85 classes with his 
Phazer. Mitch also joined his father to snag another 
second place finish in the Team class aboard a Ya-
maha SR Viper.  

Other Yamaha racers with strong showings in-
cluded: a fourth place finish by Justin Steck in Pro 
Open; a second place run by Dusty Bodine in Sport 
Stock; and a fifth place in Vet30 by Seth Thorson. 

Up next is the legendary Soo I-500, where Yamaha is one of the favorites to win it all. Follow all the action through-

out the season at facebook.com/YamahaSnowmobilesUSA and youtube.com/user/YamahaSnowmobilesUSA. 

Doug Henry at the X Games. 

Mitch Sebastian 
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Over the past ten years I have had the opportunity to be a local club president, a county associa-
tion president, and a board member and officer of NYSSA.  Having met many new friends from all 
over the state, most with similar experiences of growing their snowmobiling volunteer efforts from a 
local level to statewide, I have noticed that there are many similarities between the various clubs in 

New York, and a few distinct differences.  One common theme is pride in local club trails.  Whether 10 miles or 200 
we all tend to think of our home club’s trails as special and irreplaceable.  Perhaps our first snowmobiling experience 
was on these trails or we took our kids for their first ride there.  Perhaps they are simply the trails closest to your 
home.  In any event these trails are special to each of us, and they should be. 

Local Trails have a big impact! 

Our local trails have a much bigger 
impact, however, as they also serve as 
part of the New York State snowmobile 
trail system.  This year there are 
10,317 miles of funded snowmobile 
trail in New York, a number that has 
grown steadily over the years.   Our 
trail system encompasses all of upstate 
New York from Chautauqua to Albany, 
from Binghamton to Malone.  The 
characteristics of the trails vary greatly 
as you move from the flat lands of 
western New York with rolling farm 
fields, hardwood forests and pockets of 
dense population to the North Country 
with mountainous terrain, stands of 
pines and sparse population.  New 
York offers a tremendous riding oppor-
tunity with diverse, enjoyable trails.  

Therefore, we must, as a snowmobiling community, move past the notion of “my local trail system” and embrace 
the idea of “our statewide trail system”.  It is time to evolve past the local club trails as the focal point and begin to 
focus on the entire trail system as one system with ever changing needs. 

Think of this as the next step in the evolution of snowmobiling in New York.  In the past 30 years we have tripled in 
registration counts, established and mapped a trail system, moved from ribbons and Tide bottles hung in the trees 
to a proper signage program, provided liability insurance coverage for our landowners, and established the largest 
and best functioning infrastructure for snowmobile administration in the world.  Along the way we have established 
that the economic benefit from snowmobiling is nearly $1,000,000,000 annually to our state.  We are now a vital 
component of the New York State economy and we have two premier assets, our volunteer base and our trail sys-
tem.  It is time we evolve to the next level and start to maximize the efficiency of both of these assets. 

How do we maximize the efficiency of our trail system?   

Like any other business or personal decision involving money, we must strive to use our available dollars where they 
will provide the most return.  In our sport snowfall is a big determinant of the length of the riding season in any 
area; but it’s not the only one.  Temperature, wind, landowner issues and other fact ors are also involved.  While we 
have used higher average annual snowfall as a means to get some areas extra funding, it isn’t the most efficient 
means to provide extra funding, as anyone who has experienced high snow followed by high temperatures and a 
quick melt can tell you.  High snow, combined with temperatures that can sustain the snow (and other factors for 

(Continued on page 17) 

Snowmobiling in New York State:   
               Evolve or Lose Ground (literally) 
By Randy Phillips, NYSSA Vice President, vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com  

Photo by Anne O’Dell 
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sure) make up the formula for riding days, but current funding formulas don’t capture reality when they only count 
snowfall totals.   As a result, an area might have a great season one year with snow and sustainable temperatures 
and be open for 15 weeks but the next season it is only open for 8 weeks, but the funding remains the same; it’s an 
inefficient funding mechanism.  

 It’s time to evolve past this “character-based” trail funding program, the term used for our current scenario.  One 
possible alternative, and the one I endorse, is a “use-based” one.  A “use-based” funding program is a system where 
Trail Maintenance Entities, or TME’s (if your club maintains funded trails, it is a TME) are funded based largely on the 
actual hard dollar costs of preparing and maintaining the trails in their area.  If you submit expense reports for work, 
think of those.  You incur a cost, submit a claim for reimbursement and get reimbursed for that cost.  By utilizing this 
methodology we would maximize the use of our available trail dollars by putting them where the trails are open and 
paying for the actual expenses, not soft costs like volunteer hours.  Trails that are open longer are, in turn, main-
tained more often, need more funding and would get it that funding under a use-based system. 

To be sure, certain areas would benefit from this and others would lose funding.  But consider this- under the current 
funding program some TME’s receive 100% plus of their trail costs annually, even if their trails never open,  while 
others receive less than 30%.  We must evolve towards a system which funds all areas of the state at a more compa-
rable percentage of actual costs.  This doesn’t mean the same level of funding is taken from or given to any particu-
lar area.  What it means is that as the season varies from region to region and from year to year, the funding will 
follow.   

Along with funding mechanism advancements we need to evolve to a mindset that any area of deficiency in the trail 
system reflects on all of us and is the responsibility of all of us, not just the local TME.  Many areas of the state suffer 
from a lack of club membership and therefore a lack of volunteerism, while others have many hands to complete the 
tasks at hand.  If we could smooth out the volunteer base over the entire trail system we could achieve better trail 
prep, signage, grooming and tear down efficiencies which not only makes for a better riding experience but also 
helps preserve the delicate relationship with our landowners.  The next time you travel to go ride, think about which 
club’s  (TME) trails you are riding on.  How can you help them with their section of the trail system?  If we all took 
one day a year and traveled to the areas we ride most when we are away from our local section of trail we would put 
a big dent in this problem.  If we can take a day to ride, we can take a day to volunteer; we are helping ourselves in 
the end. 

None of these ideas should be construed as a knock on the current system.  Snowmobiling has been improving in 

New York since the 1960’s and these ideas represent one possible future evolutionary step.  But it’s important that 

we continue to evolve as a sport to keep up with demand, sled capabilities, and the increasing trend towards recrea-

tional tourism as a core snowmobiling activity.  Riding solely on local trails is becoming less of the norm while riding 

from one town to the next with 125+ miles days is becoming more common.  As a result, we need to evolve our trail 

system to maximize that potential and meet the needs of our customers…us.  The evolution of our mindset from 

separate, isolated club trail networks into one statewide system with proper funding and maintenance is up to each 

and every one of us.  We have 

the manpower, knowledge and 

resources to improve our al-

ready great trail system to a 

world class level.  Lets get busy 

doing it.   

(Continued from page 16) 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

Trail Safety 

 I know, I know…each month it seems like you read about the same thing in these magazines in regards to 
trail safety.  BUT IT DOESN’T SEEM TO BE STICKING in some riders’ minds!  So, we at NYSSA and your local clubs all 
are trying to do our part in reminding everyone to ride right - on your side of the trail, keeping in mind that an-
other snowmobiler could be coming around any corner, and to ride safely each time you head out onto the trails.. 

 We’ve endured another 3 reported fatalities since my last month’s article, bringing that unfortunate number 
to 6 this year.  Listen … 1 fatal snowmobile accident on NYS snowmobile trails is too many!  Stop!  THINK!  And ride 
your sled in control at all times! 

 

Landowner Complaints 

 Each year, we receive a few complaints from landowners who are upset at the riders for 
not staying on the marked trails, OR (worse yet) ride right past NO TRESPASSING signs and ride 
on fields or lands that are not officially authorized to be used as snowmobile trails.  This season I 
have received much more than the average number.  Maybe it’s due to the low snow, or maybe 
signs weren’t placed by clubs early enough when the first snows fell.  But now that we have 
snow pretty much all across the State, let’s right these wrongs! 

 I am urging riders to show RESPECT for the landowners of this State…whether they have allowed snow-
mobiles to use their lands or denied it.  These people paid for their lands, pay taxes on their lands, and have full 
rights to their own properties.  We see the sign along the trails stating “USE OF THIS TRAIL IS A PRIVILEGE, NOT A 

RIGHT!”  Please understand that sign’s meaning.  Show RESPECT to our landowners.  Clubs all across the State will 
thank you! 

Allstate Emergency Locator Signs 

I just wanted to remind riders of a sign they should come across while out on the 
trails.  The “E-911 Sign” was developed a few years back to help riders unfamiliar 
with the trails they are on to gain knowledge of locations via GPS coordinates, road 
crossings, junction numbers, and so on just in case they came across an accident or 
were in a group who was in an accident. 

We ask that you notice these signs as you pass by them so you know they are there 
“just in case”.  If your club hasn’t installed these signs, please let them know that 
you would like to see them out there for the safety of the riders.  They are available 

through me, the NYSSA Trail Coordinator, free of charge thanks to our business sup-
porter, Allstate Insurance Company. 

 

Safety Poster 

 Again…The poster shown on the next page will be seen across our State this season.  The message is that 
“in open fields, double staking is the only recommended method of delineating the safe trail to be used.  Stay to the 
right and between the pairs of stakes that are placed in these fields”.  It seems the confusion that the “Stay Right” 
signs bring to some people tend to force them to ride outside the stakes and to the right of the signs.  That is not 
what the sign means.  It means to “stay to the right side of the marked trail”.  Yes, some fields with blind hill situa-
tions may have 3 stakes at the peaks of hills.  In those cases, you would ride to the right between the 2 stakes to the 
right.  So the same message of riding between the stakes and to the right applies there as well. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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We have had GREAT response to the message that this poster is promoting from clubs 
and riders alike.  In addition, this poster was also made into a full-reflective sign for clubs 
to purchase, at Voss Signs.  Any club wishing to purchase a quantity of these signs may-
contact VOSS Signs in Manlius to order them.  

(Continued from page 19) 
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I just wanted to pass this on to the Association. Every year I get a chance to promote the Snowmo-
bile Ride for Children with Special Needs on Bridge St., WSYR Channel 9 in Syracuse. The media is 
more than willing to work with any of our snowmobile related causes, and our members should 
reach out to them statewide to take advantage of their generosity and interest. They actually asked 
me to bring the sled into the studio. This is a Skidoo Expedition…a very large sled. That was a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to ride into a TV studio..! 

 

 

Rob Bick 

rbick@townofclay.org  

Snowmobile Ride for Children with Special Needs featured on TV! 
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Calling All NYSSA Award Nominees…. 

The New York State Snowmobile Association is currently seeking nominees for the following awards: 

2013 Groomer Operator of the Year, Frank Stone, Square Valley Trail Blazers. 

Photos by Jane Chaddock 

The first-ever Youth Snowmobiler of the Year, 

Eric Szlamczynski of Cranberry Lake. 

2013 Awards 

VIDEO!  

If you know someone who is deserving of one of these awards, we encourage you to submit a nomination to NYSSA.  
The 2014 winners will be announced at the Educational Forum & Annual Meeting in Rochester Saturday,  
April 26, 2014. Deadline for Submissions:  February 27, 2014 (Our March BOD meeting is March 1 this year). 

Click (PDF) or (MS Word) next to each award title to 
view and print a nomination form. 

Snowmobiler of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Snowmobile Family of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Snowmobile Dealership of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Groomer of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Club of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Youth Snowmobiler of the Year (PDF) (MS Word) 
 

Award History  
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2014 Scholarship Applications  
 

* Northeast Chapter ACSA * Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship * 

Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship * 

Application Deadline for Scholarships is February 27, 2014! 
Each year, NYSSA awards two (2) $500 scholarships: 
*Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship 
*Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship 
Only members of NYS Snowmobile Clubs will be eligible for the scholarships. 
 
Northeast Chapter ACSA: 
The top 2 NYSSA applications will be sent to the NEC Scholarship Committee where they will compete against applica-
tions from Northeastern United States and Canadian Provinces for two, $1,000 scholarships. 

 
Guidelines:  
(these guidelines print with the application packet above) 
 
ACSA Scholarships: The top two New York applications will also be sent to the Northeast Chapter of the American 
Council of Snowmobile Associations (NEC) Scholarship Committee, where they will compete against applications from 
other Northeast States for two (2) $1,000 scholarships. 
 
Criterion: The NYSSA Scholarship Committee will review all applications and make its awards based upon academic 
achievement, extracurricular involvement, community service and the quality of the original essay submitted with each 
application. Financial need is a secondary criterion used in the selection of the winner. Completion of the financial need 
portion of the application is optional, however students who have provided a complete financial background will be 
given priority over those whose applications are incomplete when all other considerations are the same. Please make 
sure you include attachments 1 through 6 on the application. The 2014 essay should be about what snowmobiling 
means to you, or about snowmobiling in your state (economy, trails, environment) in five hundred (500) words or less. 
 
 Applicants must be graduating high school seniors who have been accepted at a College, Junior College, or  

Vocational School, or must be College Students who are already enrolled. 
 The student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s) must be a member in good standing of NYSSA as of January 1, 2014.  

To obtain a NYSSA Club membership, go to: https://membership.nyssnowassoc.org/  
 
• Application, letter of acceptance at your college you will be attending, transcript of grades at high school or grade 
record of the college you are already attending, essay and recommendations must be received by NYSSA by  
February 27, 2014 as one package. All applications must be complete to be considered. 
 
• Applications must be received at the NYSSA Office on or before February 27, 2014. Late applications will not be 

considered. 
 
• The applications submitted to NYSSA will be answered by mail after judging. 
 
 The two top New York applications will be notified by the NYSSA Executive Director and will be forwarded to the 

Northeast Chapter of ACSA. 
 
All application materials are considered Confidential, and will be limited to examination for their intended purpose only 
and become property of the NYSSA and the Northeast Chapter of ACSA. 
 
Mail your application package to: NYSSA – Attention Scholarships PO Box 1040 Pine Bush, NY 12566 
-- must be received on or before February 27, 2014 to be considered. 

Download Application: 

MS Word Version (.DOC) 

Adobe Acrobat Version (PDF) 
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  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

 Just $22 

Find courses in your county at: 

http://www.nysparks.com/recre
ation/snowmobiles/safety-

courses.aspx 

TELL A FRIEND!!! 
You don’t have to wait in line.. you can register your sled ONLINE!  

NY Residents: 

https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/registrationrenew/?stype=s 

 

 

 

Out of  State:  
http://www.dmv.ny.gov/OOSNO/default.html 

Use your voucher ID #, located above the barcode on your current 2013-14 season voucher. 

Photo courtesy Brian Johnston, via Facebook 

Divas SnowGear Partners with Parts 
Canada for Canadian Distribution 
 

Divas SnowGear & Parts Canada are excited 
to announce their newly formed partnership 

for distribution in Canada. Divas SnowGear is a line of attractive, 
functional and fashionable women’s snowmobile riding apparel. 
According to Wendy Gavinski, President and Founder of Divas 
SnowGear and driving force behind the line, “We couldn’t be 
more excited to add Parts Canada as a distribution partner to 
expand our reach in that market”!  

Parts Canada immediately identified Divas SnowGear as a line 
that adds tremendous value to their offering. “Aligning ourselves 
with a strong brand of women’s snowmobile apparel fits perfectly 

with our goal of gaining more market share and offering a strong 
women’s line to support the rapidly growing women’s snowmobile 
segment” stated James Danyluk, General Manger for Parts Can-
ada.  Wendy went on to say, “We are equally as excited about 
this partnership knowing the strength in Parts Canada in their 
market.  With their help, we can keep our focus on manufactur-
ing the most fashionable, yet functional outerwear for women. 
We are extremely confident the dealers and end consumer will 
see the passion both parties put forth in keeping up with the evo-
lution of this new, exciting niche market we are creating.      

The 2014/15 Divas SnowGear line is available now for dealer  
pre-booking and will be available to the public in the fall of 2014. 
Please contact your local Parts Canada sales representative or 
authorized dealership for more info, or contact Divas SnowGear 
direct at sales@DivasSnowGear.com or at 
www.DivasSnowGear.com.        
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NYSSA CHARITIES PAGE 

Pink Ribbon Riders www.pinkribbonriders.com 
The Pink Ribbon Riders mission is to promote awareness of breast  
cancer in the motor sports industry for both men and women while  
raising funds for those in need.  

Easter Seals www.easterseals.com 
Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and  
special needs, and their families, live better lives for over 85 years.  

NYSSA encourages its individual members and its Clubs to support 

the following charitable organizations: 

The USO www.uso.org/howtohelp 

The USO is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
support the troops by providing morale, welfare and  
recreation-type services to our men and women in uniform. 
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Safety Question: 

Snowmobile Registration Stickers Must be placed on.. 

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

 
A) the hood or cowling 

B) the tunnel 

C) the windshield 

 

Note: we don’t make these questions 

up - they’re right out of the Safety 

Program workbook!   

Here are two major sled brands with correctly placed NY registration stickers. 
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  
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Club Events are listed on our website: 

 www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Safety Courses are listed at  

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
March 1, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Fred’s Inn, Norwich, NY 

April 5, 2013 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

April 25-27, 2014 NYSSA Educational Forum and Annual Meeting 
 (Hotel Reservations, Hyatt Regency Rochester) 
Vendor Information! Registration opens February 3, 2014. 

Rochester Convention Center, 
Rochester, NY 

May 17, 2014 

(no June Meeting) 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

July 12, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

August 2, 2013 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting  Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

(10 days after each BOD Meeting). 

March 11, 2014 

April 15, 2014 

May 27,2014 

July 22, 2014 

August 12, 2014 

 

Season 2013-14 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 

Register Here! 
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