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Safety Question: 

Q: What are sliders and what do they do?  
 

A)  A series of  television shows that entertain us when there is no snow 
on the ground 

B)  The plastic on the  
bottom of  the rear  
suspension that the 
track slides along 

C)  The metal tube inside 
the front springs that 
lets the springs move 
back and forth 

A
n

sw
er: B

 

Note: we don’t make these questions up - they’re  right out of the Safety Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- beginning in September each year. 

Allstate Sponsors Membership Card Mailing! 
 

A big thank you to our friends at Allstate Insurance, who sponsored the 2014-15 membership mail-
ing. Members who joined before January 23, 2015 should have received this mailing, which included 
a safety brochure, insurance and other member discount information, and a membership wallet 
card, pictured below. 

 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The trails are open! I hope you are out there enjoying the best trail system in the country, that our 
volunteers have built.   What a winter we are witnessing and it is one for the record books.  In some 
parts of the State it has been snowing since November, too early for the trails to be open but, it was 

a good sign of things to come.    

Groomer Maintenance Difficulties 

On the downside of this amount of snow, clubs are having difficulty with their grooming equipment.  Majority of the 
volunteers are working around the clock getting their machines repaired and back out there to smooth the trails.  Since 
last year when the State Comptroller’s office stopped Parks from allowing clubs to write off groomer expenses, many 
clubs have suffered from this ruling.  We have communicated our displeasure over this to Parks several times.  Parks 

has to follow what the Comptroller tells them.  I would like to ask all clubs to keep records of all groomer expenses you 
have encountered this season.  Please put this data in a file that is separate from other records of trail maintenance.  
We will need data to show how groomer maintenance is important part of our trail system across the State.  I believe if 
we can get some type of relief on this ruling it will help clubs on the expense of these machines.  Even if we just get to 
write the cost of parts we purchase towards the grant, it would make sense and offer the clubs some relief.   

Landowners - part of the team! 

A snowmobile club’s biggest fear is when 
land is sold and changes ownership.  It is a 
scary transaction.  Will the new owner toss 
the club off their land, or will they let the 
club continue with the trails? This is the 
question clubs ponder when these real  

estate transactions occur.  Last month a 
landowner contacted my home base club 
offering up a special day for our club.  He 
recently purchased a large tract of property 
and has decided to keep it open for  
snowmobilers.  He called our club and 
wanted to host an event there for vintage 
snowmobiles.  This property used to be an 
old amusement park facility in the western 
part of Genesee County.  Boulder Park 
opened in 1949 and was a place that was 
quite popular in that era.  The Park is next 
to the Tonawanda Creek and the snowmo-
bile trail runs right next to it.  Mr. Herm 
Clouse bought the park a few years ago and 

has been cleaning it up and wants snowmobilers to enjoy this one-time famous facility.  I never met Mr. Clouse till that 
day and he told me that every time they clear an area in the old Park they find a few surprises.  He has found old ce-
ment pads where rides operated at one time and even found a few sheds buried deep in the thick over growth of trees.  
Many members on this vintage snowmobile ride, remember their parents bringing them to Boulder Park for a day of 
enjoying the rides in this facility.  Boulder Park closed in 1970 and has been just abandoned, with no signs of life for so 
many years, till now.   

The parade of about 35 vintage snowmobiles left the Sno-Packers facility in Oakfield, NY and rode trail S49 then C-4C 
to Boulder Park in Indian Falls, NY.  When we all arrived we met Herm cooking hotdogs and serving hot coffee to all 
the riders.  A couple of nice campfires helped keep everyone warm while we talked about our favorite activity.  If you 

(Continued on page 6) 

Mr. Herm Clouse, manning the grill during the vintage snowmobile ride. 
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ride through this area, please keep your eyes 
open for a few Bald Eagles that live in the 
area.  Take your time while you ride through 
the Park and enjoy the scenery of the creek 
and imagine what it was like to be a child in 
the 1950s or 1960s with the rides still oper-
ating.   It is almost like riding through a time 
machine in this area; not to be missed. 
 

           More about Boulder Park 
 
              The Boulder Park Marker 
 
                  From the Batavian 

 
 
Herm is a businessman and is an Allstate 
Insurance agent, he is also a snowmobiler 
and knows there are great people involved with snowmobiling.  He wants our members to enjoy the sport and has kept 
his land open for this reason.   Before we headed back to Oakfield, I thanked Herm for his generosity and all the help 
Allstate Insurance gives to our sport.   

My club has hosted vintage rides the last 10 or so years and as members understand, these machines have break 
downs.  We always have a few members with trucks and trailers follow us to pick up the ones that don’t make it.  On 
this day, not ONE of the old dogs broke down and I’m glad to say all made it back to Oakfield still running.  

NYSSA Forum: April 10-12, 2015 in Rochester 

March is fast approaching and our staff has already mailed or email out all the forms for the Annual Forum to the clubs.  
Please establish who you will be sending as Delegates to Rochester this April.  This year we will be offering a few new 
types of classes and different subjects on snowmobiling.  One class that many are looking forward to is the Groomer 
Operating safety class on Friday April 10th from 2-5 pm.  If you have never attended a Forum before, this year might 
be the year you will want to sign up to attend.  The way the snow has been coming down this year, we might have to 
mark a trail to the Forum.  If you have any questions or would like to attend the Forum, please contact your local club 
or contact the NYSSA office, or contact me, I will be glad to help answer your questions.    

Be safe and enjoy the last month of the season.  

James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 5) 

The old dogs set out on a ride. 

Kids love Old Dogs too!      Great day for a gathering.              Photos by Jim Elmore 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

For most of our readers the outdoors should appear pretty much the same: white, deep and cool!  There is snow  
everywhere in upstate New York and certainly everywhere there is a funded trail.  There should be no funded trail 
closed anywhere in the state because of the lack of snow.  Get registered, get insured and get riding!  

Over the past few of weeks, I have had an opportunity to ride three different areas.  Once in northern Rensselaer 
County up towards Hoosick, a couple of short rides around the Rome area and one short ride up on Tug Hill outside 
Lowville.  Three very different rides and three very different experiences.  In Rome we rode out of the Beeches to-
wards Oneida Lake.  You can immediately tell that lots of hard work by the clubs has gone into putting an impressive 
trail together.  In Lowville we rode out of the Ridge View up on Route 12 back onto the Hill and all those impressive 
wind turbines.  The open field trails were extremely well marked with triple staking at every blind hill.  “Stop” and 

“Stop Ahead” signs all in the right places and destination signs at many of the intersections of the seasonal road net-
work.  In Rensselaer County, Ray Buchholz, the county director (and STEP inspector) and I rode out of Grafton Lakes 
State Park and headed north.  Here we ran into the “good, the bad and the ugly.”   I will leave names out of this one 
to protect the guilty.  Some trails were well marked and groomed, some were not so well marked and we ended up 
riding some distance of trail which was marked for hazards but we later found out was completely closed.  (Ray has 
made it a goal to inspect all the trails in Rensselaer County with the purpose of improving all the trails in the county.)  

So what is the point?  Every rider should be aware that trail markings are not yet consistent across the entire state.   
Sometimes there is good reason. One section we were on was just harvested (yes in January) by the farmer and the 
club did not have an opportunity to place stakes in those fields.  (Yes, we did take a wrong turn.)  Snow comes pre-
dictably early to “lake effect” areas like Oneida and Lewis County.  They know everything must be in place as early in 
the season as possible.  So when you are out riding be aware that conditions are going to be different in different 
areas. NYSSA will do it best to promote consistency around the state, but you need to do your best to ride with 
awareness of the conditions around you.   

By the time you have read this we will have completed our fifth Take a 
Friend Snowmobiling event in the State.  This last event was held at 
Lawson Lake in Albany County where the Heldeberg Ridge Runners and 
Mystery Lake Trail Riders hosted a Take a Friend event along with the 
Albany County Executive Dan McCoy and Sheriff Craig Apple.  What 
made the event special was that we had groups from the Albany Boys 
and Girls Club and students from Albany County join us at the event.  
This was a group of young people who would never have had an oppor-

tunity to ride a sled without this initiative.  These events have been extremely successful in introducing snowmobiling 

(Continued on page 8) 

Does your child need to take a Snowmobile Safety Course?  

They are listed at: 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

..new courses are added throughout the season, if you don’t see one offered in 

your area. Also check with your local club.   

 

This year a course will be offered Saturday, April 11 at the  

Educational Forum in Rochester. Register Now! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:dominic@nysnowmobiler.com
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to new riders from around the state.  On February 22nd we will be holding another Take a Friend event in Chautauqua 
County.    Details are on www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com. If you are near this area and have a friend that you 
would like to get on a sled, please bring them down.  Most notable quote of the series was when one woman stated  
after she got to operate her own sled, ”This is going to cost my husband a lot of money!”  No more two-up for her!  

Some photos from these events are below and on the next page. 

Support Our Business Members! 

I can’t leave this article without giving our friends at the Beeches Hotel and Conference Center in Rome and our friends 

at the Ridge View up above Lowville a plug for their hospitality good service to snowmobilers. Both places are excellent 

choices if you are looking for that snowmobile get away.  You can ride straight from your room.  

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - Lawson Lake, February 15, 2015  photos courtesy Dom Jacangelo 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - Delta Lake, February 8, 2015   photos courtesy Jane Chaddock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Riders were given instruction on the sled’s controls.  Time Warner Cable and Syracuse TV stations covered the event. 

February 22nd, 2015 
Feegans Witch Kitch 
68 Jamestown Street 
Sinclairville, NY 14782  

LAST  

CHANCE 

This Season! 
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Take a Friend Snowmobiling - St. Lawrence County, January 31, 2015 photos courtesy The Thirsty Moose 

The event at Sevey’s Point drew a large crowd, and was probably the only Take a Friend event to feature Percheron horses also! 

The St. Lawrence event had a group of  Wounded Warriors on sleds!   Photos Courtesy Rosanne Warner 

View from the groomer, driven by “Groomer Phil” LaPlante 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - Grafton, January 24, 2015   photos courtesy Dave Kiely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Extra care was taken to get kids out on the trail.  For safety, groups of riders were led and followed by experienced riders. 

On the Trail in  

Schoharie County! 

555 PLOST ROAD 

RICHMONDVILLE, NY 

12149 

Tel 518-294-0001 

 

reservations@redcarpetinnrny.com 

www.redcarpetinnrny.com  

MOTORSPORTS ACCESSORIES & GEAR 

2000 Division Street W 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
(866) 335-8500 
 
sales@upnorthsports.com 
www.upnorthsports.com 

2016 Sleds on Display..... 

     It's Sneak Peek Time! 

The 2016 models of Polaris, Ski-Doo and Yamaha will be on display at the following East coast locations.   

 

 March 6         Stewartstown, NH   --   SnoDeo - 9am - 4pm 

 March 10       Manchester, NH   --   Radisson  4pm - 9 pm 

 March 11        Augusta, ME --     Civic Center  4pm - 9 pm 

 March 13-14    Old Forge, NY  --    Hiltebrandt  Pavillion     
        Fri: Noon- 7pm    Sat:  9am -8 pm 

 March 16        Oaks, PA --    Expo Center   4pm - 9pm 

 March 18        Rochester, NY  --   Blue Cross Arena         4pm - 9 pm 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
upnorthsports.com
http://www.redcarpetinnrny.com
redcarpetinnrny.com


Adirondack Powersports 

Appolson’s 
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Buck’s Motorsports 

Caprara’s Outdoor World 

Cycle Motion 

Cycle Shack 

Della Motorsports 

Don’s Polaris 

Edelmann Sales, Inc 

Excell Motorsports 

Fun Unlimited 

Gamble Distributors 

Griffin Motorsports 

Hermans Performance 

Ingles Performance 

Ithaca Recreation 

Jan-cen Automotive 

K&H Kawasaki 

Kubecka’s Polaris 

Leisure Time 

Maddie’s 

Matt’s Cycle Center 

Menneto Powersports 

Moody Polaris 

O’Neil Sales 

Pioneer Motorsports 

Polaris of Riverhead 

Powerhouse Motorsports 

Precision Power 

Preferred Powersports 

Schoff Polaris 

Sled Shop Racing 

Sportline Power 

Sports Unlimited 

T. Nelson Sales 

TC Sports 

Teixeira’s Polaris 

Waite Motorsports 

Zahm & Matson, Inc. 

Zambri Motorsports 
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http://www.polaris.com/en-us/snowmobiles
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On June 10-13, 2015, the 47th International Snowmobile  
Congress will be held in Niagara Falls, NY, at the Niagara Falls 

Convention Center.  This event is dedicated to the  development of 
strategies on our common role with respect to the environment,  
conservation, access, education and accountability.       
 

That aside, the ISC is just plain fun!  Imagine what happens when 
you get snowmobilers 

from across the globe together to share their experiences! 
Learn about what it’s like to outrun an avalanche.. To  
highmark where no sled has gone before! 

We’ll have a program of educational courses, interspersed with 
plenty of social activities, and some really cool side trips for you 
to check out in and around Niagara Falls!  
 

Registration is open at 

www.isc2015.com While you’re in Niagara Falls, check out 

the Jet Boat Ride, only $52 for attendees. 

Test Your Snowmobile Exhaust IQ 

Did you know that New York State law pertaining to snowmobile noise emis-
sions was amended in 2013? The full text of the law is available at: 

http://nysnowmobiler.com/trails-coordinator/nys-laws/85-oprhp-law-s-2517-
equipment  

The change reads as follows: 

On or after November 1, 2013, a person  shall not operate a snowmobile unless the 

snowmobile is equipped with a muffler in good working order and in constant opera-

tion from  which noise emission does not exceed either 78 decibels at 50 feet at full 

throttle, as measured using a generally accepted test for a snowmobile manufactured 

after July 1, 1977 and sold or offered for sale in this state, or 88 decibels, as meas-

ured at 4 meters  from an inline position from the  exhaust and 4,000 rpm using a 

generally accepted test for using a stationary snowmobile manufactured after July 1, 

1980 and sold or offered for sale in this state. Should the federal government adopt 

snowmobile noise level standards different from those contained in this paragraph 

and require that the state conform thereto, the commissioner shall be authorized to 

adopt rules and regulations superseding the noise level requirements of this  para-

graph to achieve compliance  with  federal  standards. No snowmobile shall be modi-

fied by any person in any manner that shall amplify or otherwise increase total noise 

emission to a level  greater than that emitted by the snowmobile as originally con-

structed, regardless of date of manufacture. 

In summary: 

 78 decibels at 50 feet, full throttle; or 

 88 decibels at 4 meters, inline, at 4,000 rpm. 

 No mods that make the sled louder than when manufactured. 

A decibel meter set up for testing sleds. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Did You Know??  What’s Been Happening at NYSSA. 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

The New York State Snowmobile Association is working to keep its members better informed of the 
issues that NYSSA faces on a daily basis. 

Hot off the presses here is a re-cap of what happened at the February 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors 
meeting, held at the Beeches Inn & Conference Center, in Rome, NY. 

Important Dates 

 NYSSA Board of Directors meeting at Tailwater Lodge, Altmar, NY. 
  NYSSA Board of Directors meeting has been canceled. 

- 12, 2015   2015 NYSSA Forum and Annual Meeting will be in Rochester, NY. 
  NYSSA Board of Directors meeting at the Rusty Rail on Route 5 in Canastota, NY. 

- 13, 2015  2015 International Snowmobile Congress will be hosted in Niagara Falls, NY. 

NYSSA Website Request for Proposals have been returned to NYSSA. Once a vendor is chosen NYSSA will begin 
work on the redesign of the website. 

Law Enforcement News: Executive Director, Dominic Jacangelo met with law enforcement officials to discuss the 
problem of unregistered snowmobiles being used on New York’s trails. The law enforcement units will make their best 
effort to support the enforcement and random checks will be done. 

State Parks. The last meeting was very productive. 

state capitol again this year. 

State Emergency Management Plan to discuss how snowmobile 
clubs can assist in snow emergencies like what was seen in Buffalo, NY in November 2014. 

Capitol Group (NYSSA’s Lobby Firm) met with members of the Government Affairs committee in Rome on February 

7, 2015 to discuss legislation that affects snowmobiling. Gas Tax, Noise Law and the Vintage Registration bill are being 
discussed. 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling Event for the season will be held February 22nd, 2015 at Feegans Witch 
Kitch, 68 Jamestown Street, Sinclairville, NY 14782 (Chautauqua County). 

STEP Inspections are ongoing in problem areas throughout the state. If your 
club has not been inspected, please contact NYSSA Trail Coordinator, Jim Rolf at 
Jrolf@NYSnowmobiler.com   to set up a date and time. 

accident reports when they occur on 
their trails and submit them to Trail Coordinator, Jim Rolf. Clubs should understand 
that it is important to submit the reports to protect themselves and protect the trail 
insurance policy. 

Better Trails Plastic Signs available for clubs who are interested in 
purchasing them for their trails. Clubs interested in them can order them through 
Trail Coordinator, Jim Rolf. Clubs should make checks payable to SLEDNY. The 
signs are $2.50 each. 

Membership reached 57,149 members on February 7, 2015. Last year at 
this time, the membership was 55,586. 

Membership packets will be mailed out to all NYSSA members who joined as of 
January 25, 2015. Allstate Insurance paid for the entire mailing and has included 
for each member a 2015 NYSSA Membership card. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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NYSSA trailers and Super Raffle sleds are available for clubs to use at their club events. If there are any clubs in-
terested in picking up a trailer for their events, please let General Manager, Anne O’Dell know and she will check the 
availability of the dates. 

Legislative Gazette.  The release of the publication is expected in 
March 2015. The Legislative Gazette is distributed to all of the elected state officials. Advertisement opportunities are 
reasonably priced and sponsorship needed. Snowmobile clubs, associations, businesses and tourism councils are en-
couraged to place an advertisement. More information can be obtained from Gary Broderick at PastPresi-
dent@NYSnowmobiler.com. 

Budget for the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year. The Budget will be presented to the dele-
gates at the Annual Meeting in Rochester Sunday, April 12, 2015. 

Bylaw changes proposed this year. 

Nomination forms are being sought for the following: 

 NYSSA Officers – President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer 

 “Of the Year Awards “– Club of the Year, Snowmobiler of the Year, Groomer of the Year,  Youth Snowmobiler 
 of the Year, Dealer of the Year and Family of the Year.  

If you are interested in completing a nomination form, please visit the NYSSA Members Only portion of the website at: 
www.NYSnowmobiler.com 

Vintage Snowmobile Registration bill as the State Legislature 
just resumed session. 

DC Fly-In in Washington, DC on April 18, 2015. NYSSA will be sending two representa-
tives to DC to speak to legislators about the issues of snowmobiling New York. 

Direct Deposit of membership money from online member-
ships. Clubs who have not complied with the requirement will not be able to enter memberships online until they sub-
mit the required bank information. 

OPRHP News 

Chris Fallon, Director of the NYS Parks Snowmobile Unit who was on hand for the Board of Direc-
tors meeting at the Beeches in Rome, NY on February 7, 2015.  Chris is working on coming up to speed in his new role 
and listened to County Director’s concerns about the program.  He has 31 years of experience with State Parks and 
previously worked for 16 years in the Marine Department.   

LEO School - 20 new officers went through the snowmobile law enforcement course in Old Forge. Chris attended 
the program also and is learning the program. 

Snowmobile Grant Program - the snowmobile unit is working to get the Phase I, II and III information out in a 
more timely fashion and is hoping to have them released at the same time, every year. 

GPS Requirements - Parks needs to determine appropriate GPS guidelines and submission dates. It is essential to 
have accurate maps. 

Groomer Repair Expenses - He stated for now the state will not allow groomer repairs as a recommendation 
based on the information given back from the Office of the State Comptroller. The state does not own the groomers 
and therefore cannot pay for repairs. The Office of Parks has released a new decision based on the recommendations 
of the State Comptroller to no longer allow Preventive Groomer and Catastrophic Repair expenses to be reimbursed 
from the snowmobile trail fund. 

 

GPS Units in the Groomers are still being discussed but the state has to develop a series of Request for Proposals 
before a unit can be decided on. NYSSA will continue to work with Parks on this issue. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

Another season with snow across almost all of Upstate NY!  Yes, it started late for most of us, but once Feb 2nd hit…it’s 
been cold and snowy since!  Keep it coming Mother Nature and Jack Frost!  Snowmobilers love it!  The businesses love 
it!  We needed this!  I hope everyone has an enjoyable season…safe and enjoyable. 

Accidents 

 Reports have come in that 6 people have died in snowmobile-related accidents so far this season.  That’s 6 too 
many!  Too many riders think that an accident will never happen to them.   Well, it can!  We all need to THINK a little 
more about what riding on the edge of control can mean to yourself or others.  Yes, a couple of these accidents were 
truly accidents that maybe no one could have helped.  But we all need to respect our machines, stay on the marked 
trails, ride responsibly, and think of everyone else on the trails too!    

 

Signage  

Last year at this time I wrote a little bit about trail signs and what they mean.  After riding recently on some 
local and out of the area trails while doing a few inspections, I guess some areas need more signage education classes 
and riders also need to learn what the signs on our trails actually mean.   

HAZARD MARKERS:  Object Markers, as 
they are usually referred to, are yellow 
warning signs with black lines that we see 
on the bridges on vehicle roads as well.  
The black lines actually point down to the 

safe area of travel and away from the haz-
ard or object to be concerned about.  On a 
bridge or culvert, the signs are directing 
riders to travel on the bridge or over the 
culvert.  The signs are also installed where 
manmade or natural object may be hidden 
underneath the snow, at narrowing of the 
trails such as fence lines or woods open-
ings, or at road crossings where there may 
be a ditch on each side of the spot where 
the trail crosses.  Please pay careful atten-
tion to these safety signs the next time you 
are out. 

STAY OFF POND:  This sign is actually pretty obvious.  But why is it that I have seen this sign in 3 different 
areas on 3 different trail systems and I noticed tracks across the ponds?  Do riders not care that the reason the clubs 
put up the sign in the first place is due to a landowner complaint or concern?  Do those riders just not care?  We must 
take control of the issue where riders are not adhering to the signs and patrol our own trails when we see others not 
being able to read or comprehend what the signs mean.   

These are just two signs riders see that they are ignoring.  Clubs have reported losing trail segments this sea-
son due to riders traveling where they are not welcomed.  Please understand what you are doing to the future of this 
sport by not complying with the signage!  PLEASE RESPECT THE LANDOWNERS and the clubs’ volunteers!  Without 
them there are no snowmobile trails to ride 

(Continued on page 17) 

TRAILS 

Can you spot the error? Right! the yellow hazard markers are mounted backward. The 

lines should point down toward the trail, which is the safe path of travel. 
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Stay on The Marked Trails!   

 A reminder again from last month, as once again…I have 
witnessed riders off the signed trails as I described above.  I have 
many reports from clubs as well as complaints from landowners 
due to some not staying on the marked trails.  Double-staked trails 
are the ONLY method to signing open fields that NYS Parks and 
NYSSA accept.  Please become familiar as a rider to the double-
staked trails and ride between the stakes.  If you are in a club that 
is somehow still single-staking open fields, please advise your club 
officers that they are not following the guidelines and are only 
helping to cause confusion on the trails.  

Snowmobile club volunteers take extreme care to find the 
safest trail for snowmobile traffic to ride, especially in open fields.  
The club reps mark the outer boundary (delineate, by State Law), 
and those stakes then represent where NOT to go outside of.  In-
side the stakes, clubs mark objects that one may encounter as well 
as noting warnings for fences, bridges, culverts, narrowing of 
trails, etc.  Outside of those stakes, no club volunteer can assure 
riders what may be out there that could damage your sled or in-
jure you.  Please understand that when you see signs that state 
“Stay on Trail”, “Stay on Trail, OR STAY HOME”, “Stay Right AND 
Between the Stakes!” or “Respect Landowners”…most of the 
time that means the generous owners of the property are 
concerned that riders may or are riding off the section of 
trail that was given permission to be ridden.  Quite possible 
there may be crops in the fields, or the club is on the last leg with 
the landowner and may lose the permission of riders keep disre-
specting the owner of the land.  It’s all about RESPECTING THE LANDOWNERS AND THE CLUBS!  Please show respect 
and stay on the marked trails! 

 

 You should be seeing the sign above on the trails more often.  NYSSA’s newly developed “Stay Right… AND 
Between the Stakes” sign showcases exactly what riders should be adhering to in open fields and is fully reflective so 
riders can see it well at night too.  

 

Take A Friend Snowmobiling Events 

I worked at the Grafton Lake State Park event on 
Jan 17th, alongside the Grafton Trail Blazers club.  I 
was completely amazed at how many people attended 
and wanted to ride…first-timers, kids, adults, and 
those that used to ride and wanted to see what the 
new sleds were like!  I want to thank the club for their 
work as well as the NYS Parks snowmobile unit for 
being there to give rides as well.  But I need to send 
out a special thanks to Paul Uvanni of Victory Mo-
tors Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep/Ram of Rome for al-
lowing me to borrow a truck to tow the NYSSA trailer 
and sleds out to Grafton, as my truck broke down the 

(Continued from page 16) 
 

(Continued on page 18) 
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day prior to leaving.  Victory Motors is certainly a community-based business that supports snowmobiling and cares!  
Thank you Paul! 

 The next event was in Cranberry Lake and hosted by the St Lawrence County Snowmobile Association’s clubs.  
From the reports and pictures I have seen, this event was a hit as well. 

 Although the Rome event was less attended, the exposure it gave through the media was positive and two of 
the attendees reported to a friend of mine that they are now going to buy a sled.  SUCCESS!  The Lee Center Trailbust-
ers club hosted that event at the Delta Lake State Park facility on Sunday, February 8.   

A lot of planning goes into these events and the smiles on the participants’ faces are infectious!   

New Aluminum Bridge Design 

 I have been contacted by a NYS business that is building aluminum 
bridges that may be something clubs and NYS might want to look at.  I was able 
to attend an exhibitor show in Albany last month when they were set up and speak 
to the salesmen about their product.  Bridge-in-a-Box, as the company calls it, is 
a concept and design of American Douglas Metals (an American Company with an 
office and manufacturing facility right in Erie Co). 

 What caught my eye, and was the reason why the salesman called me late 
the past fall, was that these bridges are made from aluminum AND they come in 
different colors.  The salesman, a snowmobiler, was intrigued by the articles 
NYSSA wrote about the need for letters to the APA about changing regulations for 
bridges to allow for man-made materials.  ADM’s new aluminum bridges actually 
can be colored to look like species of wood!  What a concept!  Of course the sur-
face of the bridge would need to be covered by some sort of material, like wood or 
rubber belting material, to keep carbide runners and/or sled/groomer tracks studs 
from slipping on it or damaging the aluminum.  That suggestion is being made to 
the designers now.  

 I wanted to take this time to thank every snowmobiler who submitted 
comments to the APA and DEC on possibly changing the regulations in the State 
Land Master Plan.  Having a structure that looks like wood native to the Adiron-
dacks is certainly something that the APA and DEC need to know about so that 
snowmobile bridges may be built in places that they are currently restricted from.       

 
 
 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Products That I Have Tested 

 From time to time, companies request that I test their products and give them a report back as well as write 
about them in this magazine.  Testing these products as a part of my job is a treat and I report all of the opportuni-
ties to the NYSSA Board in full transparency.  I will go over some of those products below: 

 
SENA Bluetooth Helmet Communicators:   

(http://www.sena.com/product/accessories/smh10-snowmobile-2/ ) I tried their 
Version 4.0 units 2 seasons ago and really liked them.  The only downfall in my 
opinion was that they only worked about 500 yards apart from each other.  The 
newest version is their 5.1.1 units and they seem to work further away from each 
other as well as connecting quicker.  I highly recommend these communicators 
for those wishing to remain connected as they ride the snowmobile trails.  I have 

used communicators for at least 10 years now, teaching my wife and kids the 
“rules of the trails” as we ride, alert them of hazards along the trails, and just to 
talk.  These Bluetooth communicators are so clear, you talk in your normal voice 
like the person on the other end is right next to you.  They come as a pair and 
can be purchased directly from the manufacturer. 

 
D.G. Electronics USB Heated Shield Adapter:   

(http://www.dg-electronics.com/?page_id=20 ) What a great invention!  Techno-
logical products like cell phones, MP3 players, and even the communicators 
above all use USB cords nowadays.  This product allows riders to use their 
heated shield RCA plug as a charging port for their phones and such.  It works 
great, is under $20.00 and is made in the USA right here in NYS! 

 
Rocztoys Snowmobile Headlight HID Kit:  

(http://sledtoyz.com/component/virtuemart/?page=shop.product_details&product_id=6&flypage=flypage.tpl&pop=0 
) The Rocztoys headlight kit is easy to install and is a huge improvement over OEM headlights.  The High Intensity 
Light emitted is sort of “blue” when you look directly at it, but it is really “true white” light that lights up the night in 
front of your sled like no other headlight I have ever seen.  It almost looks like daylight when the high-beams are on 
and is not affected at all by snow or snow-dust.  I will purchase these for ALL of my snowmobiles going forward that 
don’t have HID or LED headlights direct from the factory.      

 
  Bite Harder Snowmobile Carbide Runner Sharp-
ener Tool:   

(https://www.biteharder.com/products/2 ) I tried 
this to sharpen a set of Woody’s Dually runners on my 
own sled.  It really works well on runners that aren’t worn 
down too far.  Sharpening runners makes your sled turn 
easier and steer more safely.  

 

STAY RIGHT, … 

And BETWEEN the Stakes!    

You are an ambassador of this sport. 
 

(Continued from page 18) 

The sled at right has the HID lights.  
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2015 Scholarship Applications  
 

* Northeast Chapter ISC * Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship * 

Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship * 

Application Deadline for Scholarships is February 27, 2015! 

Each year, NYSSA awards two (2) $500 scholarships: 

*Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship 

*Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship 

Only members of NYS Snowmobile Clubs will be eligible for the scholarships. 

Northeast Chapter ACSA: 

The top 2 NYSSA applications will be sent to the NEC Scholarship Committee where they will compete against applications 
from Northeastern United States and Canadian Provinces for two, $1,000 scholarships. 

Guidelines:  

(the guidelines below print with the application packet above) 

 

ACSA Scholarships: The top two New York applications will also be sent to the Northeast Chapter of the International 
Snowmobile Council (NEC) Scholarship Committee, where they will compete against applications from other Northeast States 

for two (2) $1,000 scholarships. 

 

Criterion: The NYSSA Scholarship Committee will review all applications and make its awards based upon academic achieve-

ment, extracurricular involvement, community service and the quality of the original essay submitted with each application. 

Financial need is a secondary criterion used in the selection of the winner. Completion of the financial need portion of the 
application is optional, however students who have provided a complete financial background will be given priority over those 

whose applications are incomplete when all other considerations are the same. Please make sure you include attachments 1 
through 6 on the application. The 2015 essay should be about what snowmobiling means to you, or about snowmobiling in 

your state (economy, trails, environment) in five hundred (500) words or less. 

 Applicants must be graduating high school seniors who have been accepted at a College, Junior College, or  

Vocational School, or must be College Students who are already enrolled. 

 The student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s) must be a member in good standing of NYSSA as of January 1, 2015.  

To obtain a NYSSA Club membership, go to: https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com 

• Application, letter of acceptance at your college you will be attending, transcript of grades at high school or grade record of 

the college you are already attending, essay and recommendations must be received by NYSSA by  
February 27, 2015 as one package. All applications must be complete to be considered. 

• Applications must be received at the NYSSA Office on or before February 27, 2015. Late applications will not be consid-

ered. 

• The applications submitted to NYSSA will be answered by mail after judging. 

 The two top New York applications will be notified by the NYSSA Executive Director and will be forwarded to the North-

east Chapter of ACSA.  

 All application materials are considered Confidential, and will be limited to examination for their intended purpose only 

and become property of the NYSSA and the Northeast Chapter of ACSA. 

 

Mail your application package to: NYSSA – Attention Scholarships, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566 

-- must be received on or before February 27, 2015 to be considered. 

Download Application: 

MS Word Version (.DOC) 

Adobe Acrobat Version (PDF) 
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U.S. Forest Service Releases Final Snowmobile Rule 

On January 28, the U.S. Forest Service published a final rule that will regulate when and where 
over-snow vehicles (snowmobiles) can be used on national forest lands. 
 
The final rule, which will take effect in about a month, will “provide a wide range of motorized 
and non-motorized recreational opportunities”, said U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell.  
“This policy maintains community input and local decision-making so that those with knowl-
edge of local areas can decide how to best balance natural resource issues with legitimate rec-
reational uses of national forest land.” 
 
The Travel Management Rule, established in 2005, adopted a system in which local forest 
managers designated trails, routes and areas in which off-highway vehicle use was allowed or 
prohibited.  Because snowmobile tracks melt with the snow, whether to use this specific regu-
latory system to manage over-snow vehicles was at the discretion of the land manager.  In 
March 2013 an Idaho federal judge ruled in favor of a lawsuit filed by the Winter Wildlands Alliance filed in November, 2011, requir-
ing the Forest Service to conduct more analysis. 

 
The American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) and the Idaho State Snowmobile Association, with substantial support 
from the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA), appealed the decision against the Forest Service.  This ap-
peal is currently ongoing.  Blue Ribbon Coalition is also listed as a participant in the appeal. 
 
The proposed rule was published on June 18, 2014 and the Forest Service received and analyzed thousands of comments that were 
received during the comment period. Along with ACSA, ISMA and the other participants in the appeal filed detailed public com-
ments.  Based on its findings, the Forest Service issued the final rule.  The final rule will now require that each Forest Service unit 
and/or ranger district which has adequate snowfall to support OSV use, develop an OSV Plan that decides which routes, trails and 
areas should be open to snowmobiling, unless the unit already has such a Plan in place. 
 
This Rule will provide consistency in how over-snow vehicle use is allowed by requiring the publication of maps designating trails, 
routes and areas where snowmobiles are allowed.  Those forests that have already made decisions on OSV use, with public involve-
ment, will not be required to go through that process again and current use may continue, unless the unit chooses to reopen its 
prior decision.  Thus, a substantial number of Forests will not be required to go through this process again. 

For those Forests that must conduct proceedings to designate trails, routes and areas as open or closed to snowmobile use, current 
use is protected on an interim basis while the unit conducts the proceeding.  The Final Rule explains: 
 
“Until designation for a unit or District are complete and an OSV use map indentifying those designations is published, existing OSV 
travel management policies, restrictions, and orders remain in effect.  Use of NFS roads, NFS trails, and areas on NFS lands consis-
tent with current OSV travel management decisions and management objectives may continue.” 
 
The Rule provides for the creation of over-snow vehicle use maps.  It also modifies the definition for an “area” to encompass over-
snow vehicle use over a broader landscape.  The Forest Service explains that this recognizes that cross-country snowmobile use 
may be appropriate in areas in which cross-country use by wheeled off-highway vehicles would not be appropriate. 
 
“Snowmobilers have participated in Forest Service planning for decades.  Unfortunately it seems every time a Forest Service Plan is 
updated, snowmobilers lose trails and access,” said ACSA President Duane Sutton.  “With this new rule, snowmobilers must main-
tain their diligence in attending these meetings and participating in the planning process.  Our participation is more important now 

than ever.” 
 
The American Council of Snowmobile Association is very appreciative of the input and financial support from individual snowmobil-
ers, snowmobile clubs, state associations, and businesses throughout this process.  ACSA looks forward to working with all of those 
individuals and organizations in the implementation of this Rule. 
 
To view the entire Final Rule, see http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-01-28/pdf/2015-01573.pdf 

If you have any questions, please contact the ACSA office. 
 
American Council of Snowmobile Associations 
271 Woodland Pass, East Lansing, MI 48823 
517*351*4362    www.snowmobilers.org 
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A Message from the ACSA President 
 ~ Duane Sutton, President, American Council of Snowmobile Associations 

 
The Holidays are behind us, credit card bills are arriving, we all begin to  

focus on taxes and how to get out of paying more than we feel we should, snowmobile trails are 
signed and in some areas groomed and are being ridden, and for those of us who snowmobile, 
we are in the middle of our favorite season. I hope you are all enjoying it, and have been blessed 
with adequate snow.  

I happen to live in an area that hasn’t been so lucky yet, but I’m certainly not giving up 
hope. Depending on where you live, many are used to having to trailer to find good snow conditions on an annual ba-
sis. Others have the luxury of getting early snow, plenty of new snow, and have riding conditions all winter long many 
of us can only dream about.  I envy those people!  

 Snowmobiling is truly an addiction in my opinion. It is a sport that consumes us year round. For the thousands 
of volunteers that assist at all different levels, it is a year round commitment. Many belong to and serve at the local 
club level. Others get involved at the State, National, and even International level. To all those volunteers everywhere, 

I’d like to say THANK YOU. Without all of you, snowmobiling as we know it today wouldn’t exist. It’s all of you that 
make the trails happen, the rules and legislation necessary for our protection and safety possible, and the constant 
awareness of threats to our sport become front and center to those who don’t get involved.  

I have the pleasure to serve all of you as the President of the American Council of Snowmobile Association 
(ACSA). Chances are, if you’re reading this, you are involved at some level in snowmobiling. You most likely belong to 
your local club, and in most cases as a result, also belong to your State Association. You then in turn, again in most 
cases, become affiliated with ACSA.  

We are the umbrella organization that monitors and watches out for your snowmobiling interests at a variety of 
levels. We serve as watchdogs regarding continuous and ongoing threats to our sport and where we ride. ACSA has 
over the years built and nurtured relationships with decision makers at the National Level in various areas of Govern-
ment. These relationships have proven to be invaluable when “knowing the right people” has been a critical part of fa-
vorable outcomes regarding potential closures to some of our favorite areas to ride.  

ACSA currently has one full time Executive Director and one part time office person. The governance of ACSA is 
the responsibility of volunteers who serve, for no other reason except, for the fact that they love the sport of snowmo-

biling.   
The ACSA Board of Directors is made up of Delegates from each of our member Associations. ACSA works 

closely with each state Association and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association to stay on top of issues 
that arise and policies that could have a negative impact on our sport. In addition, ACSA has a close working relation-
ship with the Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations, our sister entity in Canada.  

As many of you know, each June, snowmobilers get together at the International Snowmobile Congress (ISC) 
to network and together work on snowmobile related issues. Many other snowmobile related organizations are also 
represented at Congress, making it one of the most critical annual snowmobile events. In June of 2015, we will gather 
in Niagara, NY for the 2015 ISC. Chances are, your state delegate will attend and participate in this. 

I feel the most critical function of ACSA is organizing the Annual DC Fly-In. Each spring, delegates travel to 
Washington, DC to get the latest updates from those in the know regarding snowmobiling. Each Chapter of ACSA holds 
meetings, we meet as the full ACSA Board, and one full day of the trip, each delegate visits their Congressional Dele-
gates as a result of pre-arranged time slots by our ACSA staff. This puts us face to face with the decision makers or 

their staff to explain how critical our sport is to their state’s economy, and provide them with valuable up to date snow-
mobile information.  

Another critical function of ACSA is to provide financial support to defend ongoing and continuous legal chal-
lenges by various anti-snowmobile groups. The ACSA Legal Defense Fund (LDF) was created many years ago to help 
with this financial support. The LDF was revitalized a couple years ago as a result of a lawsuit filed against the United 
States Forest Service in Idaho. Since that time, snowmobilers everywhere have realized how critical this financial sup-
port is and have contributed to our ongoing legal financial needs. I want to extend a sincere thank you to all the indi-
viduals, clubs, businesses, and organizations who have contributed. As a result of your support, I strongly believe we 
continue to make a difference in the outcome of the legal challenges we face. 

Enjoy the rest of our favorite time of year, be safe on the trails, and continue to be Ambassadors for our sport. 
It’s because of you that our sport is strong and growing. Let’s all help ensure that our children, grandchildren, and be-
yond, are  able to enjoy the beauty of winter missed by those who don’t snowmobile. For further information visit 
www.snowmobilers.org.  

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.snowmobilers.org
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NYSSA Awards - Do you know someone who deserves one? 

Each year at the Educational Forum, we celebrate the season by awarding several deserving volunteers 

awards for their efforts.  Do you know someone who deserves an award? The award nomination forms 

for the following awards are available online.  

 

Club of the Year  MSWord  PDF 

Dealership of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Family of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Groomer of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Snowmobiler of the Year MSWord  PDF 

Youth Snowmobiler of the Year MSWord PDF 

Click the image to view award history. 
See the 2014 Award Winners here. 

What’s new for 2015 at the Forum? 

 There will be two GPS Sessions: a beginning and an advanced level. 

 Saturday, a FREE Youth Safety Course will be held for children age 10 and up. 

 Gramercy Communications will present a brand-new session on Social Media for Clubs. 

 Ed Zalar (aka “Fast Eddie”) will lead a Volunteer Roundtable session. 

 Snowmobile Youth Groups - how to get kids involved! 

 A session on what to do AFTER your club is designated a 501(c)3! 

 Basic Snowmobile Maintenance! 

 Club and Member Relations Roundtable! 

See 

YOU 

There! 

Sunday, April 12, 2015 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/club_of_the_year.doc
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/club_of_the_year.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/dealership_of_the_year.doc
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/dealership_of_the_year.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/family_of_the_year.doc
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/family_of_the_year.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/groomer_of_the_year.doc
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/groomer_of_the_year.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/snowmobiler_of_the_year.doc
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/snowmobiler_of_the_year.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/youth_snowmobiler_of_the_year.docx
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/youth_snowmobiler_of_the_year.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2014/NYSSA-Awards-History.pdf
http://vimeo.com/92744645
http://www.rrcc.com/
https://www.regonline.com/2015-forum
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/Snowmobile2015
http://sledny.org/
https://nysnowmobiler.com/
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Available all year long at: 

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts 

 Byrncliff 

 Charlie’s Inn 

 Country Inn & Suites 

 Junction Campground 

 Old Forge Camping Resort 

 Rocky Acres Inn 

 Tumble Inn 

 Water’s Edge Inn 

Check out the local lodging available too, and many more discounts! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts
http://link.hertz.com/link.html?id=22548&LinkType=HZLK&TargetType=Reservations
http://www.redroof.com/partners/nyssa/
http://www.funjet.com/default.aspx?plcode=nyssa&gsPromotionCode=nyssa&gsVendor=TPV
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://www.countryinns.com/nyssa
http://www.wyndhamhotelgroup.com/?corporate_id=1000007487
http://www.budget.com/budgetWeb/html/bridge/assoc/index.html?R198157
https://www.avis.com/car-rental/profile/go.ac?B291057
http://www.allstate.com/snowmobile-insurance.aspx
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://agency.nationwide.com/agent/grant-l-getzoni-310028859-31002885900000


As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com 
Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
February 22, 2015 “Take a Friend Snowmobiling Event” 

Chautauqua County 
Feegans Witch Kitch 
Sinclairville, NY 

March 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Tailwater Lodge 
Altmar, NY 

April 10 - 13, 2015 SLEDNY Educational Forum & NYSSA Annual Meeting 
 

Rochester Riverside Convention Ctr 
Rochester, NY 

May 2, 2015 
 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

June 10 - 13, 2015 International Snowmobile Congress Niagara Falls Convention Center 
Niagara Falls, NY 

July 11, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

August 1, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

September 12, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

October 3, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

November 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

December 5, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting TBD 

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

March 18, 2015 

April 23, 2015 

May 13, 2015 

June 23, 2015 

July 22, 2015 

August 12, 2015 

September 23, 2015 

Season 2014-15 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events-list
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.nyssaforum.com
http://www.isc2015.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://nysnowmobiler.com/images/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2013-14.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2014-15.pdf

