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Safety Question:  

Q: What are sliders and what do they do?  
 

A)  A series of  television shows that entertain us when there is no snow 
on the ground  

B)  The plastic on the  
bottom of  the rear  
suspension that the 
track slides along  

C)  The metal tube inside 
the front springs that 
lets the springs move 
back and forth  
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Note: we donôt make these questions up - theyôre  right out of the Safety Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety -courses.aspx  

-- beginning in September each year.  

Allstate Sponsors Membership Card Mailing!  
 

A big thank you to our friends at Allstate Insurance, who sponsored the 2014 -15 membership mail-
ing. Members who joined before January 23, 2015 should have received this mailing, which included 
a safety brochure, insurance and other member discount information, and a membership wallet 
card, pictured below. 
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Presidentôs Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com   

The trails are open! I hope you are out there enjoying the best trail system in the country, that our 
volunteers have built.   What a winter we are witnessing and it is one for the record books.  In some 
parts of the State it has been snowing since November, too early for the trails to be open but, it was 

a good sign of things to come.    

Groomer Maintenance Difficulties  

On the downside of this amount of snow, clubs are having difficulty with their grooming equipment.  Majority of the 
volunteers are working around the clock getting their machines repaired and back out there to smooth the trails.  Since 
last year when the State Comptrollerôs office stopped Parks from allowing clubs to write off groomer expenses, many 
clubs have suffered from this ruling.  We have communicated our displeasure over this to Parks several times.  Parks 

has to follow what the Comptroller tells them.  I would like to ask all clubs to keep records of all groomer expenses you 
have encountered this season.  Please put this data in a file that is separate from other records of trail maintenance.  
We will need data to show how groomer maintenance is important part of our trail system across the State.  I believe if 
we can get some type of relief on this ruling it will help clubs on the expense of these machines.  Even if we just get to 
write the cost of parts we purchase towards the grant, it would make sense and offer the clubs some relief.   

Landowners -  part of the team!  

A snowmobile clubôs biggest fear is when 
land is sold and changes ownership.  It is a 
scary transaction.  Will the new owner toss 
the club off their land, or will they let the 
club continue with the trails? This is the 
question clubs ponder when these real  

estate transactions occur.  Last month a 
landowner contacted my home base club 
offering up a special day for our club.  He 
recently purchased a large tract of property 
and has decided to keep it open for  
snowmobilers.  He called our club and 
wanted to host an event there for vintage 
snowmobiles.  This property used to be an 
old amusement park facility in the western 
part of Genesee County.  Boulder Park 
opened in 1949 and was a place that was 
quite popular in that era.  The Park is next 
to the Tonawanda Creek and the snowmo-
bile trail runs right next to it.  Mr. Herm 
Clouse bought the park a few years ago and 

has been cleaning it up and wants snowmobilers to enjoy this one-time famous facility.  I never met Mr. Clouse till that 
day and he told me that every time they clear an area in the old Park they find a few surprises.  He has found old ce-
ment pads where rides operated at one time and even found a few sheds buried deep in the thick over growth of trees.  
Many members on this vintage snowmobile ride, remember their parents bringing them to Boulder Park for a day of 
enjoying the rides in this facility.  Boulder Park closed in 1970 and has been just abandoned, with no signs of life for so 
many years, till now.   

The parade of about 35 vintage snowmobiles left the Sno-Packers facility in Oakfield, NY and rode trail S49 then C-4C 
to Boulder Park in Indian Falls, NY.  When we all arrived we met Herm cooking hotdogs and serving hot coffee to all 
the riders.  A couple of nice campfires helped keep everyone warm while we talked about our favorite activity.  If you 

(Continued on page 6) 

Mr. Herm Clouse, manning the grill during the vintage snowmobile ride. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  February 2015 - Page 6  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

ride through this area, please keep your eyes 
open for a few Bald Eagles that live in the 
area.  Take your time while you ride through 
the Park and enjoy the scenery of the creek 
and imagine what it was like to be a child in 
the 1950s or 1960s with the rides still oper-
ating.   It is almost like riding through a time 
machine in this area; not to be missed.  
 

           More about Boulder Park  
 
              The Boulder Park Marker 
 
                  From the Batavian 

 
 
Herm is a businessman and is an Allstate 
Insurance agent, he is also a snowmobiler 
and knows there are great people involved with snowmobiling.  He wants our members to enjoy the sport and has kept 
his land open for this reason.   Before we headed back to Oakfield, I thanked Herm for his generosity and all the help 
Allstate Insurance gives to our sport.   

My club has hosted vintage rides the last 10 or so years and as members understand, these machines have break 
downs.  We always have a few members with trucks and trailers follow us to pick up the ones that donôt make it.  On 
this day, not ONE of the old dogs broke down and Iôm glad to say all made it back to Oakfield still running.  

NYSSA Forum: April 10 -12, 2015 in Rochester  

March is fast approaching and our staff has already mailed or email out all the forms for the Annual Forum to the clubs.  
Please establish who you will be sending as Delegates to Rochester this April.  This year we will be offering a few new 
types of classes and different subjects on snowmobiling.  One class that many are looking forward to is the Groomer 
Operating safety class on Friday April 10th from 2-5 pm.  If you have never attended a Forum before, this year might 
be the year you will want to sign up to attend.  The way the snow has been coming down this year, we might have to 
mark a trail to the Forum.  If you have any questions or would like to attend the Forum, please contact your local club 
or contact the NYSSA office, or contact me, I will be glad to help answer your questions.    

Be safe and enjoy the last month of the season.  

James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 5) 

The old dogs set out on a ride. 

Kids love Old Dogs too!      Great day for a gathering.              Photos by Jim Elmore 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com   888-624-3849 x104 

For most of our readers the outdoors should appear pretty much the same: white, deep and cool!  There is snow  
everywhere in upstate New York and certainly everywhere there is a funded trail.  There should be no funded trail 
closed anywhere in the state because of the lack of snow.  Get registered, get insured and get riding!  

Over the past few of weeks, I have had an opportunity to ride three different areas.  Once in northern Rensselaer 
County up towards Hoosick, a couple of short rides around the Rome area and one short ride up on Tug Hill outside 
Lowville.  Three very different rides and three very different experiences.  In Rome we rode out of the Beeches to-
wards Oneida Lake.  You can immediately tell that lots of hard work by the clubs has gone into putting an impressive 
trail together.  In Lowville we rode out of the Ridge View up on Route 12 back onto the Hill and all those impressive 
wind turbines.  The open field trails were extremely well marked with triple staking at every blind hill.  ñStopò and 

ñStop Aheadò signs all in the right places and destination signs at many of the intersections of the seasonal road net-
work.  In Rensselaer County, Ray Buchholz, the county director (and STEP inspector) and I rode out of Grafton Lakes 
State Park and headed north.  Here we ran into the ñgood, the bad and the ugly.ò   I will leave names out of this one 
to protect the guilty.  Some trails were well marked and groomed, some were not so well marked and we ended up 
riding some distance of trail which was marked for hazards but we later found out was completely closed.  (Ray has 
made it a goal to inspect all the trails in Rensselaer County with the purpose of improving all the trails in the county.)  

So what is the point?  Every rider should be aware that trail markings are not yet consistent across the entire state.   
Sometimes there is good reason. One section we were on was just harvested (yes in January) by the farmer and the 
club did not have an opportunity to place stakes in those fields.  (Yes, we did take a wrong turn.)  Snow comes pre-
dictably early to ñlake effectò areas like Oneida and Lewis County.  They know everything must be in place as early in 
the season as possible.  So when you are out riding be aware that conditions are going to be different in different 
areas. NYSSA will do it best to promote consistency around the state, but you need to do your best to ride with 
awareness of the conditions around you.   

By the time you have read this we will have completed our fifth Take a 
Friend Snowmobiling event in the State.  This last event was held at 
Lawson Lake in Albany County where the Heldeberg Ridge Runners and 
Mystery Lake Trail Riders hosted a Take a Friend event along with the 
Albany County Executive Dan McCoy and Sheriff Craig Apple.  What 
made the event special was that we had groups from the Albany Boys 
and Girls Club and students from Albany County join us at the event.  
This was a group of young people who would never have had an oppor-

tunity to ride a sled without this initiative.  These events have been extremely successful in introducing snowmobiling 

(Continued on page 8) 

Does your child need to take a Snowmobile Safety Course?  

They are listed at: 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

..new courses are added throughout the season, if you donôt see one offered in 

your area. Also check with your local club.   

 

This year a course will be offered Saturday, April 11 at the  

Educational Forum in Rochester. Register Now! 
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to new riders from around the state.  On February 22nd we will be holding another Take a Friend event in Chautauqua 
County.    Details are on www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com. If you are near this area and have a friend that you 
would like to get on a sled, please bring them down.  Most notable quote of the series was when one woman stated  
after she got to operate her own sled, òThis is going to cost my husband a lot of money!ò  No more two-up for her!  

Some photos from these events are below and on the next page. 

Support Our Business Members!  

I canôt leave this article without giving our friends at the Beeches Hotel and Conference Center in Rome and our friends 

at the Ridge View up above Lowville a plug for their hospitality good service to snowmobilers. Both places are excellent 

choices if you are looking for that snowmobile get away.  You can ride straight from your room.  

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - Lawson Lake, February 15, 2015   photos courtesy Dom Jacangelo 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - Delta Lake, February 8, 2015    photos courtesy Jane Chaddock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Riders were given instruction on the sledôs controls.  Time Warner Cable and Syracuse TV stations covered the event. 

February 22nd, 2015  
Feegans Witch Kitch  
68 Jamestown Street  
Sinclairville, NY 14782  

LAST  

CHANCE  

This Season!  
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Take a Friend Snowmobiling - St. Lawrence County, January 31, 2015  photos courtesy The Thirsty Moose 

The event at Seveyôs Point drew a large crowd, and was probably the only Take a Friend event to feature Percheron horses also! 

The St. Lawrence event had a group of  Wounded Warriors on sleds!   Photos Courtesy Rosanne Warner 

View from the groomer, driven by ñGroomer Philò LaPlante 
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