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Call for a Free Travel Guide / Chenango Co. Map
www.chenangony.org • 1-877-Chenango - Ask for Code NYSnow07

So it’s time to clean your sled but you don’t want to start the tiring and frustrating process of 
washing with soap & water, waxing, polishing etc...!  Try the new future way to clean your sled 

from the automotive technology.  One can does everything!  

Snowmobile Hood Cleaner & Polish CLEANS AND SHINES IN ONE STEP!  
Complex formula lifts dirt right off the surface and into the applicator towel preventing 

scratching.  Removes willow marks, dirt and grime, road salt, oil & belt residue off your hood, 
windshield, belly pan, seats and tunnels leaving a professional Polyguard-3™ (wax) finish.  Try 

something better than the old rag in the corner and protect your investment.  One can 
lasts most sledders two years, satisfaction guaranteed!

SNOWMOBILE HOOD CLEANER AND POLISH 
IS AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCAL DEALERS:

THE SLED SHED 
• ARCTIC CAT • YAMAHA

• SKI-DOO • POLARIS
315-964-2577
Ambow, NY

↓

COOK’S RECREATION 
ARCTIC CAT
315-696-5121

Canty Hill Road, Tully, NY
↓

CNY POWER SPORTS 
• ARCTIC CAT • YAMAHA 

607-756-6578
     3871 US Rt 11, 

Cortland, NY

WHEEL-A-WAY 
 MOTORSPORTS 

• ARCTIC CAT • YAMAHA
315-592-5311

570 S 4th Street, 
Fulton, NY

↓

INGLES 
PERFORMANCE, INC.
• SKI-DOO • POLARIS

315-598-7422
413 Besaw Road, 

Phoenix, NY

C&C SPORTS
• POLARIS • SKI-DOO

 • YAMAHA
810-227-7068
Brighton, MI

↓EASTERN 
MICHIGAN CYCLE 

• ARCTIC CAT • YAMAHA
• SKI-DOO • POLARIS

810-387-3513
Yale, MI

↓
KENSINGTON 

MOTORSPORTS                   
• POLARIS 

• ARCTIC CAT • YAMAHA
248-446-0000

New Hudson, MI

www.snowmobilehoodcleaner.com • To order call 403.818.7789
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 17 NYSSA Billboards

For the 2006-07 snowmobile season, NYSSA placed three billboards with 
safety-related messages on them along well-traveled routes.

 17 NYSSA/Club Membership 2006-07 and Beyond
The Snowmobile Rights and Responsible Act (SRRA) bill was implemented 
this year and its effects are accomplishing their intended goals.

 �1 Boonville Snow Festival II
A very successful two-day event was held in Boonville in early February, bringing 
snowmobile racing back to the Boonville Fairgrounds after a 28 year hiatus.

 �0 Fundraising Breakfast a Success
The Forest Preserve Users Snowmobile Club of Montgomery County hosted 
one of three pancake breakfasts at the Canajoharie Country Club to raise money 
for their club and honor landowners who open up their land to snowmobilers.

 �4 Ice Safety
Educate yourself about ice conditions before you cross or ride on the ice. It is 
imperative that you watch and know what the ice conditions are before you go!

 �9 NYSSA’s Political Action Committee
NYSSA needs your help with our Political Action Committee (PAC), the 
NYS Snowmobile PAC.

 �� It’s Awards Time!
Each year, NYSSA strives to give recognition to the hard working clubs and 
individuals who are most dedicated to improving our sport. It’s time to nominate 
those who deserve special recognition.
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perry44@frontiernet.net

It Was an Exciting Year 
as Your President

Greetings to everyone! 
Finally, the snow 
arrived in February, 

and the season progressed, only 
a little late. Unfortunately, in 
the first couple of weeks of the 
season after the first measurable 
snow, we had about a half 
dozen snowmobile related 
accidents and some fatalities.

First, let me say that from the 
folks at NYSSA and everyone 
in the snowmobile community, 
our thoughts go out to the 
families who lost a loved one. 
With the first few flakes of 
snow we all get anxious to get 
on our sleds and hit the trails. 
We should remember that there 
are others with the same idea. 
Please use caution, maintain a 
safe speed in regards to the trail 
structure and the condition of 
the trail. Stay on the trail and 
keep to the right at all times, 
especially when in an area 

where visibility is limited such 
as curves and crests of hills. Let 
someone know where you are 
riding and never ride alone. 
With the onset of winter, as we 
operate our motor vehicles on 
the roads, we need to acclimate 
ourselves to winter driving. We 
remember to brake earlier, to 
take it a little slower on 
untreated roads and we watch 
out for the other drivers. We 
need to put those same 
measures in place when we 
snowmobile. Hopefully, we can 
make the rest of the snowmo-
bile season a safe year. 

Secondly, remember a few 
issues back when we asked you 
to get your sleds registered 
because the pay back to Clubs 
was based on registration fees? 
To those who did get their sleds 
registered and are still waiting 
for those perfect conditions, I 
apologize for the lack of snow. 

Unfortunately, there is no way 
of knowing what Mother Nature 
will do to us. It is my belief that 
we are in a weather cycle. The 
western states got the snow this 
year. We missed out with a 
couple of low snowfall winters. 
I think that eventually we will 
get our share of the winters we 
used to have. 

There are a few other topics 
that I would also like to touch 
on. We have noticed that some 
of the information on the 
NYSSA Web site regarding 
Club officers may be outdated. 
The only way we can correct 
outdated information is if you 
send us up-to-date facts. Please 
check out your Club’s informa-
tion on the NYSSA Web site by 
clicking on “Club Items” on 
the Home Page, scroll to 
“Member Clubs By County,” 
click on your county and select 
your Club. If anything needs to 
be updated, go to the Home 
Page on the NYSSA Web site, 
go to “Club Items,” scroll 
down to “Update Club Info 
Form Here,” do the updates 
and send them in. 

For information on the 
upcoming Forum, go to the 
Home Page again, click on the 
link just about in the middle of 
the page for information 
regarding the Forum in 
Rochester on April 13-15. 
Make plans now. Don’t miss it. 
Last year we had to use a 
second hotel for the overflow. 
Get your reservations in as 
soon as you can. 

The Super Raffle drawing for 
the four sleds and the numerous 
other prizes will be held at the 
April Forum. Get your last 
minute Super Raffle tickets sold 
and turned in. The “Early 11” 

list of winner’s link is also 
posted on the Home Page. 

NYSSA’s February Board of 
Directors’ meeting was moved 
up to Jan. 27, at the Beeches in 
Rome, N.Y. We originally had 
planned to have the Annual 
Governor’s Ride that weekend. 
Since the Governor had not yet 
made all of his appointments, 
we decided to cancel the ride. 
For that weekend we also 
planned a strategic planning 
meeting. About 22 people 
attended a very productive 
meeting. As you may know a 
strategic planning meeting is 

Continued on page 9

I’ve learned a 

lot, traveled

a lot and 

met a lot 

of friendly 

people. 

Thanks to all 

who have 

made NYSSA 

and 

snowmobiling 

what it is.

Bob and Hal Fleischman, Past President, at the NYSSA 
Anniversary Celebration. Photo by Anne O’Dell.



IN 2003, SKI-DOO® INTRODUCED THE REVOLUTIONARY 

REV PLATFORM, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ADVANCEMENT 

IN SNOWMOBILING HISTORY. THE NEXT YEAR, EXECUTIVES

CHALLENGED AN ELITE TEAM OF DESIGNERS AND

ENGINEERS TO DELIVER AN EVEN MORE SOPHISTICATED

PLATFORM AND TO MAKE IT 50 POUNDS LIGHTER. 



MISSION ACCOMPLISHED.

Introducing the REV-XP.™ Each model now is on 

average 50 pounds lighter. Ski-Doo® has always 

delivered the best experience on the snow. But 

nothing compares to the REV-XP. Staggering weight 

drops create a ride that simply has to be experienced 

– stronger acceleration, better handling, telepathic 

responsiveness. The REV-XP chassis is also 37% 

stronger, with a facetized design that looks light, agile 

and fast even standing still. We also added 8 inches 

of legroom, improving ergonomics for both aggressive 

riding and long cruises. Thoroughly reinterpreted with

the singular goal of making you a better rider. The 

REV-XP – it’s available in our new MX Z,® Summit,® and 

GSX.® And it could only come from Ski-Doo. To learn 

the full REV-XP story, visit ski-dooREVXP.com.
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A revolutionary platform would be incomplete without revolutionary features. 
The new Multi-Function Analog/Digital Gauge** displays a multitude of functions 
like altimeter, actual fuel consumption, average fuel consumption, average speed, 
RPM, trip A & B, optional compass, and an optional record mode that lets riders 
record and play back up to 10 minutes of data from laps and speed runs.

FEATURES

Such a radical sled demanded a radical 
look. Inspired by the Stealth Fighter, the 
facetized design of the REV-XP delivers 
improved aerodynamics for higher top end 
performance and rider comfort.

DESIGN

©2007 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc.  All rights reserved. ® ™ Trademark of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates. *Based on model year 
‘07 published brochure weights. **Available on Spring models and most GSX models. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Always ride 
responsibly and safely. Always observe applicable local laws and regulations. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Don’t drink and drive. 

We achieved more fl exibility by opening up the footwells and shin 
area to accommodate 8 inches of additional legroom – a benefi t 
made possible by moving the secondary pulley over the tunnel. 
Riders can now stretch out and be more comfortable while touring. 
And the X-Team racers told us they can now get further up on 
the tank for better control, more aggressive cornering, and even 
enhanced maneuverability in all riding contexts. 

FLEXIBLE ERGONOMICS

REV platform 
REV-XP platform 

While industry insiders fantasized about a Ski-Doo®

25 pounds lighter, we made it our mission to drop 
at least 50. Using state-of-the-art software and the 
world’s best engineers, we analyzed every single 
component of our platform, eliminating any part 
whose purpose and weight was not completely 
justifi ed. The result? A platform on average 50 
pounds lighter than the REV, yet 37% stronger.  

WEIGHT REV-XP™ 2008 MODELS

MX Z® Adrenaline 800R

Summit® Everest 800R 154"

GSX® Limited 600 H.O. SDI

MX Z® TNT™

WEIGHT

435 lbs

439 lbs

448 lbs

399 lbs

MY ‘07 COMPETITOR MODELS*

Polaris  Dragon 
Arctic Cat  F8 EFI
Yamaha  APEX RTX

Polaris RMK Dragon 
Arctic Cat M8 EFI 153
Yamaha APEX MOUNTAIN

Polaris 600 H.O. I.Q. LX CFI
Arctic Cat F6 LXR 
Yamaha RS VECTOR ER

Polaris 500 XC SP 
Arctic Cat F5 EFI
Yamaha Phazer FX

DIFFERENCE

+41 lbs
+68 lbs
+107 lbs

+45 lbs
+66 lbs
+158 lbs

+57 lbs
+74 lbs
+96 lbs

+82 lbs
+86 lbs
+88 lbs

INSIDE THE NEW REV-XP

S
IZ

E
:  

L:
7x

9.
75

  T
:8

x1
0.

5 
 B

: 8
.7

5x
11

.2
5



March �007 ❅ New York Snowmobiler       9 

March 3, NYSSA BOD Meeting, 1�:�0 p.m., Driver’s Village, 
N. Syracuse.

April 13-15, NYSSA Annual Meeting & Forum, Riverside 
Clarion, Rochester, N.Y. To make reservations call 
(888) 596-6400, mention you are with NYSSA and receive 
the rate of $69/room.

May 5, NYSSA BOD Meeting, location TBD.

NYSSA Calendar of Event

Great Rebates
on 2007s 

HURRY IN, 
STILL HAVE 

A FEW 2006s
IN STOCK!

essentially a disciplined effort 
to refocus. With the diverse 
minds we had in attendance, 
there is no doubt that we will 
be able to tackle the issues 
affecting NYSSA’s future. We 
got a lot of work done and will 
meet again in the near future. 
That weekend, Friday after-
noon, despite the bitter cold, 
a handful of riders brought 
their sleds and enjoyed a ride 
led by the West Rome Riders 
Snowmobile Club. Thanks 
to the West Rome Riders for 
their efforts in putting this 
ride together. Saturday 
morning it was back to work 
with the monthly Board of 
Directors meeting. 

Now for a few acknowledg-
ments Thanks to the Clubs that 
put on the Groomer Training 
Seminars. I attended the one 
held at the Salisbury 

Ridgerunners Snowmobile 
Club. Thanks to Jim 
MacFarland from New York 
State Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation (NYSOPRHP) for 
his time and assistance, thanks 
to NYSSA’s Trails Coordinator, 
Dave Perkins, for also 
attending, thanks to the 
Salisbury Ridgerunners for the 
use of their Club and the 
numerous Club members who 
made it possible, and thanks to 
the numerous attendees who 
came from all over the state to 
attend the event. 

Thanks to Dave Cross of 
the Sharon Pathfinders from 
Schoharie County for inviting 
me to their Club breakfast on 
Jan. 28. I had a great break-
fast and chatted with a few 
Club members. 

Finally, it has been a very 
exciting year for me as 
President. There have been some 
exciting moments and of course 

some stressful moments. I’ve 
learned a lot, traveled a lot and 
met a lot of friendly people. 
Thanks to all who have made 
NYSSA and snowmobiling what 
it is. They are too numerous to 
mention. I can assure you that 
NYSSA’s directors are hard 
working and take their 
committee assignments seri-
ously. Also, thanks to all the 
“behind the scenes” people who 

most of us don’t see, for their 
work with NYSSA. The April 
Forum will culminate with the 
election of NYSSA officers. I 
have been nominated to run 
for the President’s position 
again. With your support and 
the hard work of everyone 
associated with NYSSA, we 
can make the coming business 
year even better. 

See you at the Forum. ❅

President
Continued from page 4
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The Season That Was

Well, as I write this 
at the end of 
January, there is 

snow in most of the state. I 
have to admit after November 
and December, I was thinking 
that this was going to be 
another snowmobile season 
that wasn’t. Happily, I was 
wrong! We have snow and are 
forecasted to get snow every 
day for the next ten days. I 
hope you are getting a chance 
to take advantage of it and ride 
some of the over 11,000 miles 
of trails in New York State 
maintained by the 251 Clubs 
that make up NYSSA.

Some sobering news has 
popped up in the last week; at 
least five deaths and some very 
serious injuries related to 
snowmobiling. As the last two 
seasons have not provided 
much trail riding time, our 
riding skills may be a bit rusty. 
Throw in a newer high-
powered machine, mix in 
some less than stellar judg-
ment and we have a recipe for 
disaster. Our thoughts and 
sympathy go out to the 
families who have lost loved 
ones. We mourn the loss of 
each and every person lost or 
injured in snowmobile 

accidents. I hope the rest of us 
learn something from these 
losses, so they are not in vain. 
The NYSSA safety logo is 
“Know Your Limit, Ride 
Within It.” 

My Club has started 
receiving complaints from 
across the spectrum: land-
owners finding people riding 
off the marked trail in search 
of “better snow,” damaging 
crops, late night noise, 
families nearly getting run off 
the trail by throttle jockeys 
coming around blind corners 
at full speed, people stopping 
their sleds to take a break on 
the blind side of a hill or a 
curve in the trail and so on. 
I’m sure Club officers all 
across the state hear the same 
things and more. We exist as a 
sport through the good will of 
our landowners, government 
officials and the public. 
Common sense you say? In a 
perfect world, this would be 
true, but you know that we 
don’t live there. If we want to 
keep our trails open and 
develop more, we must work 
on the image of snowmobilers. 
The Two-Tier legislation has 
given Clubs, federations, 
associations and NYSSA an 
opportunity for just that. We 
have the capability to commu-
nicate with snowmobilers who 
have never been Club 
members before. We can do 
this through this magazine, 
Club/association/federation 
newsletters, meetings, Web 
sites and so on. For those of us 
who want to see the sport 
continue, it’s up to us to 
educate people. If we don’t, 
when we lose trails, we have 
no one to blame but us.

A couple tips: If you’re close 
to a building, especially late at 
night, slow down; make your 
approach and departure as quiet 
as possible. If you see a 
landowner approaching, stop, 
shut your machine down, take 
off your helmet and greet the 
landowner. Thanking him or 
her for the use of their land 
goes a long way to making 
people happy. Arguing with a 
landowner is always a lose-lose 
situation — for you, the trail 
and the Club that maintains it. 
When you take a break, move 
off the trail on a straight area. If 
it’s dark out, it’s not a bad idea 
to leave a sled at the front and 
one at the back running to keep 
the lights on. When riding, 

niagaradirector@frontiernet.net

NYSSA Ulster County District Director Anne O’Dell starts 
her sled while Jim Jennings, Dave Perkins, Hal Fleischman, 
Don Roark, and J.R. Purrington, President of the West Rome 
Riders, Inc. confer about where to ride in Rome on Jan. 26. 
Photo by Gary Broderick, NYSSA Vice President.

If we don’t 

take care of 

the trails and 

keep our 

landowners 

happy, there 

will be that much 

less land for us 

to use in years 

to come.
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Over 35 Years Snowmobileexperience

6466 Main Road
Pendelton, New York 14094

Mon.-Tues.-Thurs.  9-8
Fri.  9-5 • Sat.  9-2
Sun. & Wed. Closed

Bill Hebeler
(716) 625-8744

www.hebelers.com

coming into corners, especially 
during the day, you don’t know 
what is coming the other 
direction — a sled, a bunch of 
sleds, a groomer, and ATV or 
just about anything else. We 
once came a round a corner and 
there was a truck with a trailer 
coming up the trail. The driver 
was lost (in more ways than one, 
I think) and looking for a place 
to park and drop. Point is, you 
just never know. Also, when 
you’re in a curve and slammin’ 
the throttle flipper, you spray 
snow up and off the trail, 
leaving much less base snow 
on the trail itself.

With commercial and 
residential development always 
moving forward, every year there 
is less land available for trails. If 
we don’t take care of the trails 
and keep our landowners happy, 
there will be that much less land 
for us to use in years to come. I 
live for the snow each year and 

have instilled this love of the 
season in my children, as I hope 
you have in yours. Let’s make 
sure they have a place to ride in 
future generations. NYSSA will 
continue to represent your 
interests to improve and expand 
snowmobiling in New York 
State, but we need your help. 
Each and every one of us 
represents snowmobiling to the 
rest of the community every time 
we fire up our sleds and go out 
for a ride.

As this is the last edition of 
the New York Snowmobiler 
magazine for the 2006-07 
season, I’d like to say how much 
I’ve enjoyed serving as your 
Vice-President this year. I’ve 
been able to meet a lot of you in 
person, discuss snowmobiling 
(a lot of issues, but lots of fun 
stories too) and helped resolve 
some problems for you. I hope 
to see you at the Spring Forum 
and Annual Meeting at the 

Riverside Inn in Rochester April 
13-15. This is your opportunity 
to learn and to educate the rest 
of us on how we can do things 
better and make NYSSA the 
organization that you want it to 
be. There are a lot of things we 
can do better, but we the Clubs, 
associations, federations and 
NYSSA do a lot of things pretty 
well, and we do it as volunteers. 
So, I hope you enjoyed the 
season that WAS and are already 
looking forward to the season 
that WILL BE.

I’d like to send a special 
“Thank you” to J.R. Purrington, 
President of the West Rome 
Riders, Inc., for acting as trail 
guide for a group of NYSSA 
Directors on Jan. 26. I’d also 
like to say thank you to Mike 
Shanley (owner of DEK’D 
OUT CUSTOMIZING on 
Upper Turin Road in Rome, 
N.Y.) and Bruce Randle from 
Rome for lending a hand when 

someone in our group had an 
electrical problem with his 
brand new sled (he may be 
writing this article, but will 
remain unnamed).

I had the pleasure of speaking 
to the many attendees of the 
Grooming Seminar in Arcade, 
NY, on Jan. 21. I’d like to thank 
Jim MacFarland of the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation 
(NYSOPRHP) Snowmobile Unit 
for teaching this course along 
with the folks from the Tri-
County Drifthoppers, Inc., the 
Holland Sno-Rascals and Larry 
Snyder, from Advanced Snow 
Groomers and the folks at 
Pioneer Motorsports in Chaffee, 
N.Y., for organizing and spon-
soring this event. 

As always, welcome to our 
new members seeing this 
magazine for the first time, and 
to our returning members, 
thanks for all you do! ❅



EAST SIDE YAMAHA
1 MILTON STREET

BELMONT, NY 14813
(585) 268-7633

GABLE MOTORSPORTS                  
2431 STATE ROUTE 7 #2
COBLESKILL, NY 12043

(518) 234-0150

FRED’S SPORT MOTORS, INC.
2156 ERIE BLVD. EAST RT 5

SYRACUSE, NY 13224
(315) 446-7250

EDINBURG MARINA 
& POWERSPORTS

140 N. SHORE ROAD
EDINBURG, NY 12134

(518) 863-8398

GOWANDA STARCRAFT, INC.
11147 STAFFORD ROAD
GOWANDA, NY 14070

(716) 532-2225

GLIDER CITY POWERSPORTS, INC.
1741 CEDAR STREET
ELMIRA, NY 14904

(607) 734-1223

HOLIDAY HARBOR
AVON AVENUE

CELORON, NY 14720
(716) 484-7175

HOLLINK MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
386 S. UNION STREET

SPENCERPORT, NY 14559
(585) 352-1930

SOVIES CYCLE SHOP
590 AMES ROAD

POTSDAM, NY 13676
(315) 265-4297

STONES SNOW SLED SLS/SR
4386 MAPLE RIDGE ROAD

NEWARK, NY 14513
(315) 483-4329

SSR POWERSPORTS
233 EAST HILL ROAD

BINGHAMTON, NY 13901
(607) 648-4172

SPORT-MANN YAMAHA
6225 E TAFT ROAD

NORTH SYRACUSE, NY 13212
(315) 458-8974

YAMAHA MOTOR SPORTS
456 ALBANY SHAKER ROAD

ALBANY, NY 12211
(518) 459-7231

WIDRICK IMPLEMENTS, INC.
5570 SHADY AVENUE
LOWVILLE, NY 13367

(315) 376-3581

WHITE LAKE YAMAHA, INC.
12822 STATE ROUTE 28
WOODGATE, NY 13494

(315) 392-3013

VILLAGE RENTALS
6 NYS ROUTE 8N

SPECULATOR, NY 12164
(518) 548-7368

THOUSAND ISLANDS 
AUTO SALES YAMAHA

42736 NYS RT 12
ALEXANDRIA BAY, NY 13607

(315) 482-5545

SUNNYSIDE CYCLE SALES, LLC.        
1 SOUTH MAIN STREET
ALEXANDER, NY 14005

(585) 591-1140

TONY’S TICONDEROGA
SPORTS, INC.

ROUTE 9N & 22
TICONDEROGA, NY 12883

(518) 585-6364

TROY CITY GARAGE, INC.
810 HOOSICK ROAD

TROY, NY 12180
(518) 279-1781

troycitygarage.com

J & J MOTORSPORTS
15 SENECA AVENUE (STATE RT 5)

ONEIDA, NY 13421
(315) 361-4200

LAKE CITY CHOPPERS.com                
594 STATE ROUTE 3

PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901
(518) 563-4360

JAF MOTORS, INC.
21 SARATOGA ROAD RT 50

SCOTIA, NY 12302
(518) 399-1391

J & J YAMAHA
7918 STATE HIGHWAY 12
SHERBURNE, NY 13460

(607) 674-4387

SNO-PRO PERFORMANCE, LLC.      
6459 STATE HWY 5

NELLISTON, NY 13410
(518) 993-3269

SAGERS CYCLE CENTER, INC.
106 CIMMARRON ROAD
MONTICELLO, NY 12701

(845) 794-4033

ROBERTS SPORT CENTER, INC.
3611 SILVER LAKE ROAD

SARANAC, NY 12981
(518) 293-6673

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS 
OF SYRACUSE

8932 BREWERTON ROAD
BREWERTON, NY 13029

(315) 699-2592

LONG ISLAND YAMAHA
67 N. BROADWAY

HICKSVILLE, NY 11801
(516) 935-6969

LONG ISLAND
CYCLE & MARINE, INC.

1660 SUNRISE HWY
BAY SHORE, NY 11706

(631) 666-4666

MCMILLAN MARINE
& MOTORSPORTS

1525 STATE ROUTE 104
ONTARIO, NY 14519

(315) 524-4386

MENNETO POWERSPORTS, INC.
1757 ROUTE 9

CLIFTON PARK, NY 12065
(518) 371-2087

YAMAHA NORTH SPORTS, INC.
19310 US ROUTE 11

WATERTOWN, NY 13601
(315) 782-4430

BENNETT MOTOR SALES, INC.
6453 STATE HIGHWAY 28

FLY CREEK, NY 13337
(607) 547-9332

BLEVINS BROS., INC.                
5914 STATE HIGHWAY 812
OGDENSBURG, NY 13669

(315) 393-7252

BIRCH HILL YAMAHA, INC.
80 BIRCH HILL DRIVE

CAIRO, NY 12413
(518) 622-9664

BERT’S MOTORSPORTS
4050 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

(716) 646-0028

DON GEORGES
SPORTS CENTER, INC.

10295 MAIN STREET
CLARENCE, NY 14031

(716) 759-6837

CRAZY FREDDY’S 
MOTOR SPORTS

4116 SUNRISE HWY
MASSAPEQUA, NY 11758

(516) 795-6400

CRAZY FREDDY’S 
MOTOR SPORTS

6160 JERICHO TPKE
COMMACK, NY 11725

(631) 858-2300

CNY POWER SPORTS, LLC.
3871 ROUTE 11

CORTLAND, NY 13045
(607) 756-6578

CAPRARA’S OUTDOOR
WORLD OF PULASKI
3872 STATE ROUTE 13

PULASKI, NY 13142
(315) 298-5779

BOB WEAVER YAMAHA
3400 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD
N TONAWANDA, NY 14120

(716) 693-1500

CENTURY CYCLE &
MOTORSPORTS, INC.

5512 ROUTE 9W
MARLBORO, NY 12542

(845) 562-1300

CHENANGO IMPORT MOTORS, INC.
71 N. GENESEE STREET

UTICA, NY 13502
(315)732-8711

FLEMINGTON CIRCLE YAMAHA           
300 ROUTE 202

FLEMINGTON, NJ 08822
(908) 237-0099

ALPIN HAUS SKI SHOP, INC.
4850 STATE HWY 30

AMSTERDAM, NY 12010
(518) 843-4400

XTREME MACHINES
700 HWY 33 WEST

MILLSTONE, NJ 07726
(732) 786-9696

HANOVER POWERSPORTS                
70 STATE RT 10 WEST
WHIPPANY, NJ 07981

(973) 428-1735

*Finance offer available at participating Yamaha dealers on the Yamaha card, subject to credit approval, 2/26/07 - 4/3/07, on any new 2008 Yamaha Snowmobile. Finance Charges will not be imposed on these purchases and payments will not be required until March 
2008 if your Account is kept current. Thereafter, the Standard Rate currently 12.99%, 16.99%, 18.99%, or 22.99% APR will apply. For Accounts not kept current, the Default Rate 24.99% will be applied to all balances. Minimum Finance Charge $1.00. Certain rules
apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Yamaha card. Call 1-877-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. *Three-year warranty is one-year Factory

Warranty plus two years YES. Always wear a helmet and eye protection. Observe all state and local laws. Respect the rights of others. Ride within your capabilities. Allow extra time and distance for maneuvering. Professional rider shown operating a new Phazer GT. Do not perform stunts. 
©2007 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. •  Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 • See dealer for details.  yamaha-motor.com

WE RACE.                                                      YOU COME OUT THE WINNER.



EAST SIDE YAMAHA
1 MILTON STREET

BELMONT, NY 14813
(585) 268-7633

GABLE MOTORSPORTS                  
2431 STATE ROUTE 7 #2
COBLESKILL, NY 12043

(518) 234-0150

FRED’S SPORT MOTORS, INC.
2156 ERIE BLVD. EAST RT 5

SYRACUSE, NY 13224
(315) 446-7250

EDINBURG MARINA 
& POWERSPORTS

140 N. SHORE ROAD
EDINBURG, NY 12134

(518) 863-8398

GOWANDA STARCRAFT, INC.
11147 STAFFORD ROAD
GOWANDA, NY 14070

(716) 532-2225

GLIDER CITY POWERSPORTS, INC.
1741 CEDAR STREET
ELMIRA, NY 14904

(607) 734-1223

HOLIDAY HARBOR
AVON AVENUE

CELORON, NY 14720
(716) 484-7175

HOLLINK MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
386 S. UNION STREET

SPENCERPORT, NY 14559
(585) 352-1930

SOVIES CYCLE SHOP
590 AMES ROAD

POTSDAM, NY 13676
(315) 265-4297

STONES SNOW SLED SLS/SR
4386 MAPLE RIDGE ROAD

NEWARK, NY 14513
(315) 483-4329

SSR POWERSPORTS
233 EAST HILL ROAD

BINGHAMTON, NY 13901
(607) 648-4172

SPORT-MANN YAMAHA
6225 E TAFT ROAD

NORTH SYRACUSE, NY 13212
(315) 458-8974

YAMAHA MOTOR SPORTS
456 ALBANY SHAKER ROAD

ALBANY, NY 12211
(518) 459-7231

WIDRICK IMPLEMENTS, INC.
5570 SHADY AVENUE
LOWVILLE, NY 13367

(315) 376-3581

WHITE LAKE YAMAHA, INC.
12822 STATE ROUTE 28
WOODGATE, NY 13494

(315) 392-3013

VILLAGE RENTALS
6 NYS ROUTE 8N

SPECULATOR, NY 12164
(518) 548-7368

THOUSAND ISLANDS 
AUTO SALES YAMAHA

42736 NYS RT 12
ALEXANDRIA BAY, NY 13607

(315) 482-5545

SUNNYSIDE CYCLE SALES, LLC.        
1 SOUTH MAIN STREET
ALEXANDER, NY 14005

(585) 591-1140

TONY’S TICONDEROGA
SPORTS, INC.

ROUTE 9N & 22
TICONDEROGA, NY 12883

(518) 585-6364

TROY CITY GARAGE, INC.
810 HOOSICK ROAD

TROY, NY 12180
(518) 279-1781

troycitygarage.com

J & J MOTORSPORTS
15 SENECA AVENUE (STATE RT 5)

ONEIDA, NY 13421
(315) 361-4200

LAKE CITY CHOPPERS.com                
594 STATE ROUTE 3

PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901
(518) 563-4360

JAF MOTORS, INC.
21 SARATOGA ROAD RT 50

SCOTIA, NY 12302
(518) 399-1391

J & J YAMAHA
7918 STATE HIGHWAY 12
SHERBURNE, NY 13460

(607) 674-4387

SNO-PRO PERFORMANCE, LLC.      
6459 STATE HWY 5

NELLISTON, NY 13410
(518) 993-3269

SAGERS CYCLE CENTER, INC.
106 CIMMARRON ROAD
MONTICELLO, NY 12701

(845) 794-4033

ROBERTS SPORT CENTER, INC.
3611 SILVER LAKE ROAD

SARANAC, NY 12981
(518) 293-6673

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS 
OF SYRACUSE

8932 BREWERTON ROAD
BREWERTON, NY 13029

(315) 699-2592

LONG ISLAND YAMAHA
67 N. BROADWAY

HICKSVILLE, NY 11801
(516) 935-6969

LONG ISLAND
CYCLE & MARINE, INC.

1660 SUNRISE HWY
BAY SHORE, NY 11706

(631) 666-4666

MCMILLAN MARINE
& MOTORSPORTS

1525 STATE ROUTE 104
ONTARIO, NY 14519

(315) 524-4386

MENNETO POWERSPORTS, INC.
1757 ROUTE 9

CLIFTON PARK, NY 12065
(518) 371-2087

YAMAHA NORTH SPORTS, INC.
19310 US ROUTE 11

WATERTOWN, NY 13601
(315) 782-4430

BENNETT MOTOR SALES, INC.
6453 STATE HIGHWAY 28

FLY CREEK, NY 13337
(607) 547-9332

BLEVINS BROS., INC.                
5914 STATE HIGHWAY 812
OGDENSBURG, NY 13669

(315) 393-7252

BIRCH HILL YAMAHA, INC.
80 BIRCH HILL DRIVE

CAIRO, NY 12413
(518) 622-9664

BERT’S MOTORSPORTS
4050 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

(716) 646-0028

DON GEORGES
SPORTS CENTER, INC.

10295 MAIN STREET
CLARENCE, NY 14031

(716) 759-6837

CRAZY FREDDY’S 
MOTOR SPORTS

4116 SUNRISE HWY
MASSAPEQUA, NY 11758

(516) 795-6400

CRAZY FREDDY’S 
MOTOR SPORTS

6160 JERICHO TPKE
COMMACK, NY 11725

(631) 858-2300

CNY POWER SPORTS, LLC.
3871 ROUTE 11

CORTLAND, NY 13045
(607) 756-6578

CAPRARA’S OUTDOOR
WORLD OF PULASKI
3872 STATE ROUTE 13

PULASKI, NY 13142
(315) 298-5779

BOB WEAVER YAMAHA
3400 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD
N TONAWANDA, NY 14120

(716) 693-1500

CENTURY CYCLE &
MOTORSPORTS, INC.

5512 ROUTE 9W
MARLBORO, NY 12542

(845) 562-1300

CHENANGO IMPORT MOTORS, INC.
71 N. GENESEE STREET

UTICA, NY 13502
(315)732-8711

FLEMINGTON CIRCLE YAMAHA           
300 ROUTE 202

FLEMINGTON, NJ 08822
(908) 237-0099

ALPIN HAUS SKI SHOP, INC.
4850 STATE HWY 30

AMSTERDAM, NY 12010
(518) 843-4400

XTREME MACHINES
700 HWY 33 WEST

MILLSTONE, NJ 07726
(732) 786-9696

HANOVER POWERSPORTS                
70 STATE RT 10 WEST
WHIPPANY, NJ 07981

(973) 428-1735

*Finance offer available at participating Yamaha dealers on the Yamaha card, subject to credit approval, 2/26/07 - 4/3/07, on any new 2008 Yamaha Snowmobile. Finance Charges will not be imposed on these purchases and payments will not be required until March 
2008 if your Account is kept current. Thereafter, the Standard Rate currently 12.99%, 16.99%, 18.99%, or 22.99% APR will apply. For Accounts not kept current, the Default Rate 24.99% will be applied to all balances. Minimum Finance Charge $1.00. Certain rules
apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Yamaha card. Call 1-877-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. *Three-year warranty is one-year Factory

Warranty plus two years YES. Always wear a helmet and eye protection. Observe all state and local laws. Respect the rights of others. Ride within your capabilities. Allow extra time and distance for maneuvering. Professional rider shown operating a new Phazer GT. Do not perform stunts. 
©2007 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. •  Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 • See dealer for details.  yamaha-motor.com

WE RACE.                                                      YOU COME OUT THE WINNER.



Plan Now to Attend Forum �007
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PHONE HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 9-9, Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4 EST 

UPS
SHIPPED

DAILY

It’s easy to find and order the parts you need at

1-800-253-7667

www.ronniesmailorder.com

Satisfying our Customers
Since 1956

43 Ingraham Rd. • New Ashford, MA 01237

Tens of thousands of OEM parts in stock.

Call Now to Order Your FREE Snowmobile Catalog BUCKS MOTORSPORTS, INC.  
6189 ROYALTON CENTER RD  
www.bucksmotorsports.com  
www.bucksmotorsports.com  

AKRON NY 14001  
716-542-5855

AKRON NY 14001  
716-542-5855

6189 ROYALTON CENTER RD  
www.bucksmotorsports.com  

AKRON NY 14001  
www.brp.com 
© 2005 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM Trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Because of our ongoing commitment to 
product quality and innovation, we reserve the right at any time to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipment 
without incurring obligation. Always consult your snowmobile dealer when selecting a snowmobile for your particular needs and carefully read and pay 
special attention to your operator’s guide, safety video, safety handbook and to the safety labelling on your snowmobile. Always ride responsibly and safely. 
Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Always observe applicable local laws and regulations. Don’t drink and drive.

faster, Sharper, 
stronger, Higher  

For 2006, we’ve made our industry-leading line-up of 
adrenaline-surging snowmobiles even better. We’re 
not giving up our number one position any time soon. 

• Next evolution of REV platform: SC-4 rear skid, 
lower ride height, fixed windshields 

• New dual-runner Pilot skis track true and 
eliminate darting 

• Summit sled weight reduction makes them the 
lightest in their classes 

• The most fuel-efficient and cleaner engine options 
in the industry 

• New Freestyle for the next generation of 
snowmobilers 

It is imperative that clubs 
contact their new members, 

engage them, this is how 
they will become active 

in your club.
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Registration Packets were mailed 
and e-mailed to clubs on Feb. 7. 
Registration is $50 if received on 

or before March 15 and $65 if received on 
or before March 30. No registrations will be 
accepted after March 30. There will be 
trails related seminars on Friday, April 13, 
including a groomer course (limited to 
150), and seminars for trail coordinators 
and inspectors. Our Social on Friday 
evening will again be sponsored by the 
Cool Insuring Agency. Scheduled seminars 
for Saturday include: Working With the 
Media, Legal/Insurance, Club Grooming 
Policy, Forming a 501 C3 Corporation, 
Online Membership, Public Relations 
Planning for Clubs, Using Excel for Trail 
Worklogs, Political Action, NYSSA 
Budgets and various Presentations by the 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation (NYSOPRHP). 
Sunday is the Annual Meeting where 

delegates will elect officers, vote on by-
laws, and set the course for 2007-08. 

To reserve rooms call the Clarion in 
Rochester, call (888) 596-6400 before 
March 22, mention you are with the NYS 
Snowmobile Association and receive the 
$69/room rate. Parking is free in the 
attached parking garage, but keep in mind 
this garage has low ceilings and will not 
accommodate pickups or a full size SUV. 
There are other parking garages nearby 
that can accommodate trucks and so forth.

Club Communication
Most club membership rolls have 

increased dramatically. It is imperative that 
clubs contact their new members, engage 
them, this is how they will become active in 
your club. Many of the phone calls received 
at the office from snowmobilers joining a 
club for the first time say it is something 
they should have done years ago. Now is 

the time for clubs to think about retaining 
their new members, the best way is to 
communicate with your new members.

2007-08 Membership
NYSSA will be utilizing the voucher 

system for the 2007-08 season. We are 
recommending that after the season ends, 
members go to the NYSSA Web site and 
join their club for the 2007-08 season and 
print their voucher. ❅

jimjennings@nyssnowassoc.org



GREAT DEALS on select non-current† models including rebates up to $1,500, 
3-year bumper-to-bumper warranty* plus great low payments.

3-YEAR BUMPER-TO-BUMPER Warranty*

on all qualifi ed 2007 models, plus great low payments.
For exclusive offers 
and a FREE gift,**

visit polarisindustries.com/snowoffers.
See your Polaris dealer or call 1-800-POLARIS.

*3-year bumper-to-bumper warranty: Qualifi ed models only. Free 3-year warranty consists of 12 months standard manufacturers warranty plus 24 months POLARISTAR Protection Plus extended service contract. POLARISTAR contract subject to $50 deductible. 
Visit www.polarisindustries.com or your local dealer for full details. Rebates and warranty offers vary based upon model. Polaris recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability. Always wear 
a helmet and other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. Unless otherwise noted, all trademarks are the property of Polaris Industries Inc. ©2006 Polaris Sales Inc. †Select 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 model snowmobiles. **Free gift offer subject to availability.

SUPPORT YOUR SPORT – WINNING RIDER’S PROGRAM
In appreciation for those who keep the trails smooth and access to the deep powder open, Polaris is continuing the Winning Rider’s Program. 
Every time Polaris sells a sled, we will make a donation to the state or provincial association where it was sold. Find out how you can support 
your sport by visiting us online at polarisindustries.com/winningriders.

THE IQ® SUSPENSION gives you the ultimate advantage, whether you’re on the trail or on the track. That’s because 

we engineered it with a variable caster design allowing the suspension to adapt to changing conditions. Not only 

does it deliver unmatched control, it also provides incredible stability in the rough stuff. What else would you expect 

from the company that’s been building performance sleds for more than 50 years? 
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Complete In-House:
• Electronic Clutch Balancing
• Cylinder Porting
• Many Other Mechanical Services

The OldesT and 
Most ExpEriEncEd 

speed shOp in 
new YOrk sTaTe

since 1958

           3161 transit rd. • Elma, nY

parts And Accessories shipped daily

www.JAncEn.com

(716) 668-2096 • (716) 668-0970
faxphone

Non-Current ArcticWear Clearance
We’re Overstocked – Save BIG!

(Plus many more styles in stock – Call for availability) *XLT & larger sizes subject to additional charge.
*Prices do not include shipping and handling. *Prices apply to in-stock items only.

Phone: (920) 788-0220 • Fax (920) 788-7050
www.kenssports.com

W2520 Cty. JJ, Kaukauna, WI 54130

  Was    Now
’06 Ripper Jackets 189.99 94.99
’06 Fusion Jackets 249.99 124.99
’06 IQ Jackets 249.99 124.99
’06 Race Crew Jackets 229.99 114.99
’05 Escape 3/4 Jackets 219.99 109.99
’06 Coastal Jackets 99.99 49.99
’06 Women’s Jackets- 99.99-249.99 49.99-124.99

IQ/Loft/Pepper
’06 MVT Bibs 199.99 99.99
’06 IQ Bibs 219.99 109.99
’04 Pursuit Modular Helmets 329.99 119.99
’04 Pursuit CF4 Multi-Sport Helmets 229.99 99.99
’06 LE6 Helmets  149.95 74.99
’06 Modular Helmets 299.99 149.99
’06 Edge Boots 119.99 59.99
Edge Covers-Standard/Super 154.99-199.99 99.99-129.99

Non-Current Polaris Clearance
We’re Overstocked – Save BIG!

(Plus many more styles in stock – Call for availability)
*XLT & larger sizes subject to additional charge.

*Prices do not include shipping and handling. *Prices apply to in-stock items only.

Phone: (920) 788-0220 • Fax (920) 788-7050
www.kenssports.com

W2520 Cty. JJ, Kaukauna, WI 54130

ShOp OnlIne @
www.kenSSpOrtS.cOm

ShOp OnlIne @
www.kenSSpOrtS.cOm

  Was    Now
’06 Nitro Jackets 199.95 99.95
’06 Sno Pro V-Tex Jackets 189.95 94.95
’06 Sno Pro A-Tex Jackets 209.95 104.95
’06 Velocity Jackets 159.95 79.95
’06 Iron Dog Jackets 169.95 84.95
’05/’06 Team Arctic 429.95-469.95 249.95

Leather Jackets
’06 Cross Country Jackets 209.95 104.95
’06 Women’s Jackets-Catgirl 169.99-189.95 84.95-94.95
’06 Youth Jackets/Bibs/ 69.95-109.95 34.95-54.95

1-Piece Suits
’06 CrossTec Helmets 319.95 159.95
’05/’06 TXI Helmets 239.95 129.95
’05/’06 PFP1 109.95 69.95
’06 Gloves & Mittens 32.95-79.95 16.50-39.95
’06 Boots-Tracker/Expedition/ 49.95-119.95 24.95-59.95

Sno Cross/Advantage
’06 Covers-Standard & Premium 159.95-189.95 109.95-119.95
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NYSSA Bi l lboards

F
or the 2006-07 snowmobile 
season, NYSSA placed three 
billboards with safety-related 
messages on them along well-
traveled routes.

These photos show the two that were placed 
along Route 12, one just south of Boonville, visible 
from the northbound lane, and the other north of 
Port Leyden, visible from the southbound lane. A 
third billboard, donated by Lamar, was located 
along Route 219, north of Ellicottville, N.Y. ❅

Photos courtesy Jason 
Kowalcyk, NYSSA 
Alternate Director, 
Lewis County.

NYSSA/Club Membership �006-07 and Beyond
by Mike Denapole, NYSSA Membership Chairman

The SRRA bill was implemented this 
year and its effects are accom-
plishing their intended goals. 

Memberships for nearly every Club 
have grown dramatically! It has 
been very helpful to Clubs to have 
members join early in the season.

Again, Mother Nature has been 
miserable to snowmobilers this year. 
NYS Registrations are down; however, 
it’s the opposite for snowmobilers joining 
NYSSA and Clubs.

NYSSA has worked hard to provide an 
online database to assist snowmobilers to 
easily join a Club online plus have a system 
that would manage increased memberships 
for NYSSA and Clubs. Unfortunately, the 
company selected to produce the online 
database application failed to meet every 
milestone we set, costing NYSSA a lot of 
grief. We have severed ties, moved forward 
and have a new company finishing our 
application. We now offer online Club 
membership sales for the Club of your 
choice from the NYSSA Web site. A 
voucher can immediately be printed.

We are working to have everything 
completed by the Forum and a goal to 

present the online database to the 
Clubs and members April 14, 2007.

Despite the growing pains we 
have experienced and poor 
cooperation from Mother Nature, I 

expect NYSSA/Club memberships 
to be 45,000 to possibly 50,000. 

That’s still a healthy increase from the 
27,000 we had last year. If we were to 
have early snow and a good snowmobiling 
year next season, NYSSA Clubs would 
easily have 70,000 to 80,000 members.

NYSSA has also implemented a new 
membership card program. A quality plastic 
credit card style NYSSA membership card 
that also serves as a Club card is being sent 
to each member with name and Club name 
printed on each. Along with the welcome 
letter, several vendors are offering discounts 
to NYSSA members. One vendor is paying 
the postage for this program! Our goal is to 
attract other vendors to give benefits to our 
members and support the complete cost of 
the card program.

The membership card program also 
proved to be quite an undertaking. Our 
original software provider agreed to also 
provide the membership card program. 
When the relationship ended, we had to start 
over with another provider to set up the 
program. American Bank Note Company, a 
national company that has been in business 
for 100 years, has been chosen. This is a 
start. Please allow a chance for this program 
to work. Remember, like your Club, NYSSA 
is run by nearly 100 percent volunteer effort, 
with the exception of our Executive Director, 
Trail Coordinator, and office assistant. ❅

 
You will be able to join a club 
online or from the club directly 

for the 2007-08 season beginning 
May 1, 2007! 2007-08 Vouchers 

and Membership cards 
will be issued.







Fundraising Breakfast a Success
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Article by Robert V. Perry NYSSA President
Photos by Chad Perry

On Jan. 7, the Forest Preserve Users 
Snowmobile Club of Montgomery 
County hosted one of three pancake 

breakfasts at the Canajoharie Country Club. 
Every year for the past five years the club 
has held three breakfasts, each the first 
weekend in January, February and March. 
Landowners who are located on the club’s 
trail system and who graciously open up 
their land for the club to build and maintain 
trails are given free tickets to the event. It’s a 
way of saying thank you to the landowners.

The menu consists of all you can eat 
pancakes, sausage, eggs, sausage gravy, 
applesauce, maple syrup, coffee, tea, milk, 
and orange juice. A donation of $5 gets a 
ticket to this family event. NYSSA Super 
Raffle tickets, local trail maps, club 
applications, and other raffles are available 
along with answers to snowmobile-related 
questions that are discussed. There are 
even Mickey Mouse shaped pancakes for 
the children.

Club members take on all the duties of 
the event from advertising, ticket sales, 
and purchase of the supplies, to cooking 

Landowners who 

are located on the 

club’s trail system 

and who graciously 

open up their land 

for the club to build 

and maintain trails 

are given free 

tickets to the event.

the breakfast, wait staff, and clean up. 
About 200 people attended the January 
breakfast. Past President Rich Kennedy 
stated, “During snow years the count can 
get as high as 500 and during years of low 
snow fall, as with this event, the count 
falls to about half.”

The Forest Preserve Users Snowmobile 
Club is one of the oldest clubs in the state 

and has been in operation since about 
1972. During that time, NYSSA was 
known as NYSCG.

Club President Dan Shults would like to 
thank all who helped at and attended the 
breakfast. Thanks to Eric Wood, owner of 
the Canajoharie Country Club, for 
providing a location for the club’s monthly 
meetings and for this event. ❅
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Snow Festival II

Fireworks & Bonfire

Fundraising Breakfast a Success

March �007 ❅ New York Snowmobiler       �1 

Many Riders 
chose to 
watch the 
fireworks 
from out on 
Oxbow Lake. 
Photos by 
Anne O’Dell

Submitted by Betty Haig, Secretary, Lost Trail Snowmobile Club

A very successful two-day event was held in Boonville, 
N.Y., on Feb. 3-4 through the efforts of several local 
residents. It brought snowmobile racing back to the 
Boonville Fairgrounds after a 28 year hiatus. The 

Boonville Snow Festival Inc., is an all-volunteer effort, led by 
Cindy Lee, President; Linda Bourgeois, Vice President; Kathy 
Lansing, 2nd Vice President; Janice Brooks, Secretary and Dianne 
Hendrickson, Treasurer. 

Bringing racing back meant many hours (24-7) of building a track 
of ice sufficient for racing. And we learned that certain equipment 
has a variety of uses, in that a large manure spreader owned by local 
farmer, Scott Sawyer, was used to spread the many gallons of water 
to build this track. Because of the lack of snow, thus no snowbanks, 
it was necessary to obtain hundreds of bales of hay to surround the 
track. These were generously donated by local farmers. So much 
went into the preparation, and with the hard work of hundreds of 
volunteers the weekend was a huge success. The Northern New 
York Vintage Snowsled Racers Inc. (NNYVSR) was on Saturday 

(L to R) Jeff Johnson, Past President; Don Rourke, Past 
President; and Robert Perry, current President of NYSSA at 
the Boonville Snow Festival.

and the Adirondack Cup Snowmobile Racing Event by Eastern Pro 
Tour Circuit was on Sunday.

The New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) lent 
their support by joining with Oneida County Area Snowmobile 
Association (OCASA) and the Lost Trail Snowmobile Club in 
manning a booth inside the Kiwanis Building. President Robert 
Perry and Past President Don Rourke spent both days selling 
NYSSA Super Raffle tickets and providing information on 
Snowmobiling in New York. ❅

The Pleasant Riders Snowmobile Club held their 
annual fireworks and bonfire event on Feb. 11 at the 
Oxbow Inn. There was sledding for the kids, burning 

of the old Christmas trees for the bonfire, music, free 
refreshments and fireworks. A good time was had by all!



Once a year, Ski-Doo unleashes a rare breed of sled — the
limited-edition X-package models. 

1) Spring is the only time you can buy one of our race-inspired X-packages.
2) Build the sled you want: package, engine, color and factory-installed options.
3) It’s the only time you can take advantage of the exclusive Spring promotion.

THEY ONLY COME OUT IN SPRING.

SPRING PROMOTION    ONCE-A-YEAR DEALS

If you order a 2008 Ski-Doo REV-XP™ X-package 
sled,*** choose one of the following options:
2nd year engine coverage 
REV-XP team jacket
Electric start

Hurry, visit your Ski-Doo dealer before April 22, 2007. 

Buy an eligible 2008 Ski-Doo® snowmobile* and get: 
No money down     No payments     No interest** 
until MARCH 2008.

If you order any other eligible 2008 Ski-Doo
model,§ choose  two of the following options:
2nd year engine coverage 
$350 in riding gear and accessories
REV-XP team jacket (only on REV-XP models)

Electric start

PLUS

Visit ski-dooREVXP.com for a chance to WIN a new MX Z® X or Summit® X.
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© 2007 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. All rights reserved. ®, ™ Trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affi liates. Because of our ongoing commitment to product quality and innovation, we reserve 
the right at any time to discontinue or change specifi cations, prices, designs, features, model or equipment without incurring obligation. All offers herein available from 03/06/2007 to 04/22/2007 at participating Ski-Doo®

dealers. *All customers who purchase a new and unused 2008 Ski-Doo snowmobile (excluding the Freestyle™, Tundra™ 300, MXZ 440 X™ and MiniZ™ ) that was ordered between 03/06/2007 to 04/22/2007 get: **No 
Payments & No Interest Until March 2008 available through GE Capital in the USA and through Laurentian Bank of Canada in Canada. GE Capital: Purchase must be made on a BRP credit card account. On promo 
purchases, no monthly payments required until March 2008 if (1) any minimum monthly payments on account paid when due, and (2) account balance does not exceed credit limit. Otherwise, promo may be terminated. 
Finance Charges do not accrue during promo period. Standard terms apply to non-promo purchases, optional charges & existing accounts. As of February 7, 2007 variable APR’s: 21.15% & on all accounts in default, 
28.99%. Minimum Finance Charge $1.50. Subject to approval by GE Money Bank. Laurentian Bank of Canada: Depending on qualifi cation criteria and terms & conditions in force at Laurentian Bank of Canada, a down 
payment may be required. ***PLUS Customers who buy a REV-XP X-package sled get one of the following: REV-XP team jacket value: $200 US/$270 CDN OR 2nd year engine coverage: 1 year BRP limited warranty 
plus 1 year BRP extended service terms on the engine. Subject to a $50 deductible. OR Free Electric start (approximate value: $300 US/$400 CDN) when purchased as a factory installed option. §Customers who buy 

a 2008 Ski-Doo snowmobile (excluding REV-XP X packages, Freestyle™, Tundra™ 300, MXZ 440 X™ and MiniZ™) 
get two of the following: $350 in riding gear and accessories available at a participating Ski-Doo dealer OR REV-XP 
team jacket if they buy a REV-XP model OR 2nd year engine coverage OR Free Electric start. Financing programs are 
based on the manufacturer’s suggested retail price. Subject to dealer participation. Promotions are subject to 
termination or change at any time without notice. See your participating Ski-Doo dealer for all details. These offers 
may not be combined with any other promotion. Always consult your snowmobile dealer when selecting a snowmobile 
for your particular needs and carefully read and pay special attention to your Operator’s Guide, Safety Video, Safety 
Handbook and to the safety labeling on your snowmobile. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always wear 
appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Always observe applicable local laws and regulations. Don’t drink and drive.
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Ice Safety
2” or less
STAY OFF!

4 Inches
Ice Fishing

5 Inches
ATV or

Snowmobile
8-12 Inches

Car or
Small Pickup 12-15 Inches

Medium Pickup

by John Brinkmann, Jr.
NYSSA Safety Committee Chair

With the warm weather we’ve 
had here in New York this 
winter, it is imperative that 

you watch and know what the ice 
conditions are before you cross or ride on 
ice. Don’t always trust what other 
snowmobilers say about the ice condi-
tions. Conditions can change quickly. Try 
checking with locals who know the area 
and are familiar with the ice conditions. 
Ice fishermen are a very good source as 
they share similar concerns. 

Ice Is Just Not Safe!
For greatest safety, just don’t cross 

lakes or rivers, since it can never be 
guaranteed that ice of any thickness will 
support a snowmobile. Ice is always 
dangerous. Do not venture out onto 
lakes or rivers unless you are absolutely 
certain that it is safe. 

Besides the danger of plunging 
through the ice, you have far less 
traction for starting, turning, and 
stopping on ice than on snow. Always 
use extreme caution when riding on ice. 
Always travel at low speeds. The 
machine is hard to control on ice, so fast 
stops are impossible and spins are far 
too common. To stop, let up on the 
throttle slowly allowing the machine to 
coast to a stop. Controlling your 
machine is best when seated. 

Collisions on lakes account for a 
significant number of accidents because 

 
There is no such thing as 100 percent safe ice!
• 4 inches of new clear ice is the minimum thickness for travel on foot. 
• 5 inches is the minimum for snowmobiles and ATVs. 
• 8-1� inches for cars or small trucks. 

It is critical to evaluate the ice quality and type before traveling.
Sufficient clear hard new ice is the only kind of ice recommended for travel.

AVOID: 
• Slushy ice. 
• Ice on or near moving water. (i.e. rivers, currents) 
• Ice that has thawed and refrozen. 
• Layered or "rotten" ice caused by sudden temperature changes. 

Other risk factors that weaken or “rot” ice are: 
• Snow on ice that acts as a blanket to prevent hardening. 
• Pressure ridges due to wind, current or ice pressure 

No ice is without some risk — minimize your risk!

Recommended Minimum Ice Thickness 
(for new clear hard ice only)
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NYSSA Membership Discounts

Until membership 
cards are issued, 

you may use 
your Department 

of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) Voucher 
Number (upper 

left hand corner) 
as your 

membership 
number.

     

Ice Safety
riders too often believe that lakes are flat, 
wide open areas, free of obstructions. 
Remember, if you can ride and turn in any 
direction while operating on a lake, so can 
other riders. Therefore, the threat of a 
collision can come from any direction. 

If you choose to snowmobile on the ice, 
be absolutely certain that the ice is safely 
frozen. Don’t trust the judgment of other 
snowmobilers. You are responsible for your 
own safe snowmobiling. Submersion, 
hypothermia, and drowning are all causes of 
snowmobile fatalities. If you ride on ice 
often, consider wearing a buoyant floatation 
snowmobile suit. It is also a good idea to 
have a set of commercial ice picks, with 
spring-loaded sleeves that cover the points, 
attached to a cord so they can be threaded 
through the sleeves of your snowmobile suit. 

What To Do
We certainly hope you never need this 

advice, but, if you go through the ice, stay 
calm. Remember that your snowmobile 
suit (even a non-buoyant one) and helmet 

may keep you afloat for several minutes. 
Extend your arms out forward in front of 
you on the unbroken ice surface to catch 
yourself. Kick your feet to propel you 
onto the ice, like a seal. If the ice keeps 
breaking, continue moving toward shore 
or the direction from which you came. 
Use anything sharp, like ice picks, keys or 
a knife to dig into the ice to help pull you 
forward. Don’t remove your gloves or 
mitts. Once you are on the ice, crawl or 

roll away from the hole. Don’t stand up 
until you are well away from the hole. 

There are some very good survival 
videos available by Discovery Channel 
Canada Videos (2002). They were produced 
by Dr. Gordon Giesbrecht Professor, B.P.E. 
Program, Faculty of Physical Education and 
Recreation Studies, University of Manitoba. 
Here is the Web site link: http://www.
umanitoba.ca/faculties/physed/research/
people/giesbrecht.shtml. ❅

An exclusive offer for members of NYSSA. You can save up to 30% a year on your 
insurance with a special group offer from Nationwide. Whether you have a 
perfect driving record or a lapse in coverage, Nationwide is on your side. For 
more information, call (866) 447-SNOW (7669).

Save up to 15 % on your rental car needs — call (800) 654-2200 (members 
only hotline) or www.hertz.com to reserve. Use code CDP#1708788 
when reserving.

Motorsport Supply — From spark plugs to helmets and apparel, 
we offer an extensive line of aftermarket products for your Snowmobile, 
ATV, Motorcycle, Dirt Bike & Personal Watercraft. Save 15 % on your 
aftermarket parts order and free shipping on orders over $100, go to 
www.motorsportsupply.com. Discount orders must be placed by phone to 
(877) 257-1103. Use code 0607NY when ordering.

Choice Hotels — Save 15% on your hotel stay at any of Choice Hotels’ 
member hotels. Advance reservations required: Call (800) 258-2847 or visit 
www.choicehotels.com, click on the “Enter your Special Rate” link. On that 
link, type in 00803214, confirm you are a member of NYSSA and complete 
your reservation to earn Choice Privilege Points!

Free Shipping from Shade Tree Powersports on orders over $100, free 
shipping and a free T-Shirt on orders over $250. Order via the toll free line at 
(888) 742-8523 and give the operator the discount code 22NYC or order Online 
at http://www.shadetreesnowmobile.com/?inMed=22nyc and enter the discount 
code on your order. In addition to this offer, members can receive a 10% 
discount by using the code NYSSA.
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An Update on Trail Issues

jenval@adelphia.com

For most of the state, winter was very 
slow in arriving. In January, finally 
the pattern changed and winds 

started blowing off the lakes, bringing 
much sought-after snow to many parts of 
the state. In some places, way too much 
snow. The eastern part of the state remained 
virtually snowless until the monster 
Nor’easter of Valentine’s Day struck. This 
storm brought over 2 feet of snow to much 
of eastern New York, basically the first 
significant snow in nearly three years. Now 
why wasn’t this the middle of December 
instead of the middle of February?

Trail Inspection Program
The work of trail inspectors continues as 

many follow-up the pre-season survey 
with the in-season visit. The purpose of the 
trail inspection program needs some 
restatement, as there are different percep-
tions of what the program is supposed to 
do. Some would like to see the program 
become a means to force clubs to maintain 
trails in a better manner. Others want it to 
be a quick response program to a trail 
complaint. Others still want clubs to lose 

funding if their trails are not maintained 
properly. Different people have different 
interpretations of what it should be.

The trail inspection program has 
undergone some rather dramatic changes 
since late last summer. The program had 
existed since 2004 as an administrative 
program, and in cooperation with the 
New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(NYSOPRHP), it became an educational 
program. As such, its purpose is to 
undertake efforts that will ensure that 
clubs understand the trail signing 
guidelines as established by NYSOPRHP.

The Program Focuses 
on Trail Signage

It can’t be stressed enough that trail signing 
guidelines are strictly reserved to 
NYSOPRHP, the administering agency. The 
state association plays an important educa-
tional role by establishing programs that focus 
on knowledge of the signing guidelines. It is 
not designed to act in a punitive manner if 
clubs are not signing trails properly. 
Inspectors partner with an assigned club to be 

sure clubs know what to do. It is up to the 
club to complete the necessary signing.

Inspection reports created by inspectors 
are not sent to NYSOPRHP for their 
review and action. That is what was done 
in the previous two years, as it was part of 
the administrative function. As an educa-
tional program, inspector reports will be 
used to help determine what other 
programs might be needed to help clubs 
achieve consistent trail signage.

The NYSSA Trails Committee will be 
reviewing the program to make revisions 
and improvements. Consistent trail signage 
statewide is something everyone agrees 
on, especially when they ride in another 
club’s area.

Recent snowfalls have also brought about 
more trail complaints. Most have been about 
signage, and some have been about the lack 
of grooming at the time the snowmobiler was 
riding the trail. Some clubs have been assailed 
for poor signage in areas that they have no 
control over. There are specific guidelines of 
what signage is allowed on state lands. The 
newest trail signing handbook does include 
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information on signage on state lands as 
allowed by NYSDEC. Hopefully clubs are 
taking advantage of these guidelines in the 
permit process.

The NYSOPRHP trail signing handbook 
is available on their Web site as a publica-
tion. The NYSSA Office can provide 
photocopies of the handbook for clubs that 
request them. An additional program is 
being developed in which a trail signing 
PowerPoint presentation with voice 
included and will be posted on the NYSSA 
Web site. Club trail maintenance workers 
can use this program to help in under-
standing trail signing guidelines.

Groomer Operator Training
Clubs need to be sure there is documen-

tation of what the club did to train its 
equipment operators. Documenting 
training will be an annual event.

2007 Forum
NYSOPRHP will be in attendance on 

Saturday of the Forum with a day-long 
slate of presentations. It is not known if 
the 2007-08 trail grant application will be 
ready for presentation at that time. The 
state association will not be presenting the 
new application unless it has already been 
sent to local sponsors.

Dave Dishaw will again be presenting 
the automated worklogs for recording trail 
maintenance work. Several clubs have 
used this format this past season and seem 
very positive about its effectiveness.

There is an excellent chance that Jim 
Bode will be making a presentation on the 
GPS/GIS program for clubs that he 
developed. This may become critical for 
clubs given the new trail mileage tables 
that were released in February.

On Friday of the Forum will be a 
groomer operator training course presenta-
tion by the presenters of the course in 
Salisbury. Also on Friday, there will be a 
meeting for trail inspectors and another 
meeting for county trails fund coordinators.

On Saturday the Trails Coordinator 
report will be given twice. By presenting 
this information and answering questions 
at that time saves a great deal of time on 
Sunday morning at the Annual Meeting.

Trails Fund Program
As local sponsors have begun receiving trail 

mileage charts for the 2006-07 season, there is 
great interest in information on the tables that 
show the GIS measurement of approved trails. 

Even though this mileage information is listed 
as mileage for 2006-07, it realistically can be 
considered what the approved mileage will be 
for 2007-08. Clubs need to scrutinize the trail 
mileage table to understand the impact of the 
GIS measurement.

As of April 1, 2007, all trail mileage will be 
measured through GIS. It is anticipated that 
funded mileage will not recognize odometer 
measurements. To achieve accurate GIS 
mileage determination, clubs must have their 
trails recorded on a GPS unit and the recorded 
data converted to GIS shapefiles that can be 

used by your local sponsor to register accurate 
trail location data. As an alternative, clubs can 
secure maps from a source such as the NYS 
GIS Clearinghouse and draw very, very 
accurate trails on the maps.

Surveys
During the winter two surveys were 

distributed. The trails fund survey was 
sent to clubs asking for their input into 
trails fund issues being considered by 

Continued on page 28
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NYSOPRHP. Approximately 100 clubs responded to that survey, 
providing the Board of Directors with some direction as to what 
clubs might consider feasible in terms of changes to the trails 
fund program.

The second survey was done with county trails fund coordina-
tors in an effort to gather information about how well the trails 
fund program is working and to identify potential or real problems 
clubs are facing in getting their trails fund checks as soon as 
possible. By mid-February, 24 trails fund coordinators completed 
and returned the survey. The results of the survey will help the ad 
hoc committee in its recommendations to the Board of Directors.

Risk Management
Remember the insurance crises of a few years ago? Remember 

how trail systems were shut down even though there was 
sufficient snow on the ground for trails to be open? The culprit 
was an unsatisfactory trail liability insurance policy. From that 
near-disaster came some good — a statewide trail liability 
insurance policy that covered all legal trails and was funded 
equally by all snowmobilers.

It is now incumbent on the Board of Directors to protect the 
policy so that it will continue to provide liability protection 
clubs, its members, and landowners. Statewide safety programs 
such as the trail inspection program and groomer operator 
training are devices that help manage the risk association with 
trail maintenance. ❅

A Groomer Parade
Rick Engasser sent us this shot of six out of seven groomers 

belonging to the Cherry Creek Sno-Goers in Chautauqua County.

trails Coordinator
Continued from page 27
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NYSSA’s Political Action Committee
by Martin Bull, Director at Large

 

NYSSA needs your help with our Political Action Committee (PAC), the NYS 

Snowmobile PAC. The purpose of our PAC is to advance the goals of snowmo-

bilers at the local and state levels by helping to elect local and state candidates 

who are responsive to and supportive of snowmobiling. The NYS Snowmobile 

PAC is a bipartisan entity; it seeks to support and elect candidates who have 

shown a commitment to snowmobiling, regardless of party affiliation.

The NYS Snowmobile PAC is the mechanism by which snowmobile clubs 

and their members can pool their resources so they can have a larger and more 

concentrated voice in the political process. PAC contributions will be made 

directly to candidates for elective office and are most often made to elected 

officials who already agree with our views.

Our presence in Albany has reached new heights over the past few years and 

we should be proud of our accomplishments. Such success comes from having 

many supporters among the state’s elected officials who deserve our thanks.

We need to recognize the contributions of our allies and make new friends as 

we continue to advance our statewide agenda. NYSSA, with board approval, is 

requesting our member clubs raise funds to be used specifically to enhance our 

participation in the political process so that we can maintain and increase our 

visibility at the State Capitol.

We snowmobilers are now serious “players” in Albany. Last year alone, our 

PAC supported a number of key leaders in the Legislature as well as friends 

and sponsors of NYSSA legislation. This year and next, we hope to increase 

our participation at the various fundraising events and encourage all our 

members to contribute to the NYS Snowmobile PAC at any level at which 

they are comfortable.

The key is more participation and we hope that all our members will choose to support 

this very important activity and help NYSSA get the job done in Albany. By doing so, 

our members will help to increase NYSSA’s visibility in the political process.

The importance of a viable and effective Political Action Committee cannot be 

overstated. Please send your donation to the NYS Snowmobile PAC today and 

help us to achieve our goal. For further information about the NYS Snowmobile 

PAC, please visit the NYSSA Web site at http://www.nyssnowassoc.org/.

We wish to thank all of you who have supported the PAC in the past and ask 

that you continue to do so in the future.

Martin Bull

NYS Snowmobile PAC Treasurer

NYS Snowmobile PAC 2007 Fund Drive
Making a Difference for Tomorrow’s Trails Today

Why is your PAC contribution important? The 
importance of a viable and effective Political Action 
Committee (PAC) cannot be overstated. PAC resources 
allow us to attend a variety of political functions 
throughout the state and in Albany, increasing the 
visibility of NYSSA and its member clubs by assuring 
our participation in the political process. State elected 
officials who share our commitment to safe sledding 
and quality, well groomed trails will be recognized and 
supported in their efforts. We are urging all members 
to send a check to the PAC in any one of the amounts 
below, or whatever you feel you can contribute to the 
effort. PLEASE send a donation to the PAC today and 
help us achieve our statewide goal of $10,000!

YES! I want to advance and strengthen our position 
and increase NYSSA and snowmobile club visibility in 
the legislative process in New York State! Enclosed is 
my check for:

Please Check or Fill in Amount
Friend: ❏ Under $25      ❏ Other: $________ 
Patron: ❏ $25    ❏ $50    ❏ $75    ❏ $100    ❏ $125

Distinguish yourself and receive special recognition as a 
Pinnacle Club Member with a  PAC contribution of $150 
or more!

Pinnacle Club Member: 
❏ $150       ❏ $250       ❏ $550       ❏ $1,000

Please make check payable to: NYS Snowmobile PAC
NYS Snowmobile PAC, P. O. Box 19, Long Lake, NY 
12847-0612  

Name: _______________________________________
Club: ________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________ 
 
Please note: Political Contributions are not deductible for 
income tax purposes.
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January & february 2007

The following Synopsis is an 
unofficial accounting of 
discussions and decisions 
made at the New York State 
Snowmobile Association 
Board of Directors meeting on 
Jan. 6, 2007, held at Drivers 
Village near Syracuse and the 
Jan. 27, 2007 (February), 
BOD meeting held at the 
Beeches in Rome.

Officer Information
President: Robert V. Perry
perry44@frontiernet.net 
(518) 99�-�65�, �7 Kellogg St., 
Fort Plain, NY 1���9

Vice President: 
Gary J. Broderick
NiagaraDirector@frontiernet.net 
(716) 7�1-1719, 5785 West St., 
Sanborn, NY 141��-9�06

Secretary: Linda Middleton
osp�@msn.com 
(�15) 668-�1�7, 108 Baum Rd., 
Hastings, NY 1�076

Treasurer: Roger McCabe
rbm_treasurer@nyssnowassoc.org 
(716) 655-159�, S �915 Four Rod Rd., 
East Aurora, NY 1405�

Past-President: Hal Fleischman
hcflashman@aol.com 
(716) 864-4�8� 
�867 River Rd., Buffalo, NY 14�07

Web Master: Ed Graham
nyssawebmaster@snowclubs.com 
(585) 598-9447 
9� New Wickham Dr., 
Penfield, NY 145�6

Executive Director: Jim Jennings
jimjennings@nyssnowassoc.org 
(518) 6�4-�849, P.O. Box 61�, Long 
Lake, NY 1�847

Trails Coordinator: Dave Perkins
jenval@adelphia.net 
(518) 747-4609, PO Box 1�, Hudson 
Falls, NY 1�8�9

Executive Director:
Memberships: As of Feb. 9; 

approximately 40,000 member-
ships have been recorded. Most 
Clubs are using the template 
(some make revisions to it) 
thereby enabling the data to 
easily be transferred to the 
master list. Online is working, 
you can join a club via credit 
card and print out your voucher. 
The office will send the member-
ship info and checks to the 
respective clubs. Since Jan. 1, 
over 2,000 snowmobilers have 
joined a club online.

Registrations: As of Jan. 29, 
registrations are 95,511 compared 

to 136,400 last year at this time. 
There has been a huge increase in 
memberships thanks to Mother 
Nature. The trend is toward most 
registrants joining a club. 75,000 
snowmobiles are registered by 
Club members and 19,000 are 
registered by non-club members. 
We don’t have the most recent 
registration figures but I have been 
told there is a significant increase 
since Jan. 29.

Law Enforcement: Franklin 
County recently hosted a law 
enforcement meeting inviting 
NYSSA and area snowmobile 
clubs. All law enforcement 
agencies were represented 
including State Police, County 
Sheriff, Village and Town 
Departments, New York State 
Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation 
(NYSOPRHP), Police, Forest 
Rangers and Environmental 
Conservation Officers. Clubs 
within the area were in atten-
dance. The discussions were 
excellent, with the emphasis on 
notification of accidents. Law 
enforcement does not always 
know if the accident occurs on a 
legal trail or which Club is 

responsible. Law enforcement 
recommends clubs contact all 
their local law enforcement 
agencies on a weekly basis and 
inquire to ascertain if there 
were any accidents. Another 
discussion centered on check-
points — clubs would like to 
see law enforcement actually 
patrolling the trails looking for 
violations on the trail.

Executive Committee:
The following persons were 

present for the Jan. 6 Executive 
Committee meeting: Robert 
Perry, President; Roger 
McCabe, Treasurer; Linda 
Middleton, Secretary; John 
Occhino, Ways and Means 
Chair; Dave Perkins, Trails 
Coordinator; Hal Fleischman, 
Immediate Past President; Jim 
Jennings, Executive Director 
and Gary Broderick, Vice 
President and Chair of 
Executive Committee. The 
following were present for the 
Jan. 27 Executive Committee 
meeting: Robert Perry, 
President; Linda Middleton, 
Secretary; John Occhino, Ways 
and Means Chair; Dave Perkins, 
Trails Coordinator, Hal 
Fleischman, Immediate Past 
President and Gary Broderick.

A part time employee has 
been hired to assist with the 
memberships, in particular the 
ones that are handwritten.

A current Policy Manual is 
now available.

ACSA Dues Structure: At the 
NE Chapter meeting in Boston the 
question of equitable voting rights 
was raised again. NE Chapter had 
previously put forward a weighted 
voting system. ACSA/Northwest 
Chapter turned this down. NE 
Chapter is proposing a flat rate 
dues structure per state to level the 
playing field. More updates after 
the March meeting. We will 
continue to pursue this and report 
on results as they come available. 
A by-law amendment has been 

authored and will be sent to ACSA 
for their review and action.

Trail Defender: New 
application has been approved 
(last month) and distributed to 
the clubs. No applications have 
been received. Roger is working 
on the historical documentation 
of the fund.

Strategic Planning: Mike 
Fischer has volunteered to work 
with Anne on Strategic Planning 
set up. Need one large meeting 
room, 3 breakout rooms and 
dinner. People that responded to 
the Strategic Planning survey 
(sent out several times over 
2006) are invited. If you did not 
respond to the survey, you will 
not receive an invite.

Ways and Means:
Bills were approved for 

payment including the fee for 
setting up the online member-
ship system.

Public Relations & Education:
Forum issues and proposed 

seminars were discussed. 
Easter Seals donations are 
being received.

Safety:
Billboards have been 

installed. The committee will 
publish an article relating to 
ice conditions.

By-Laws:
Two By-law amendments 

were approved by the board 
and will be submitted to the 
delegates for action at the 2007 
Annual Meeting.

Legislative:
Over the years NYSSA has 

maintained a close working 
relationship with NYSOPRHP, 
NYSSA looks forward to 
continuing this relationship. We 
do communicate with 
NYSOPRHP concerning 
legislative issues and are able to 
develop policies accordingly.
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District	 Name	 May	 jun	 jul	 aug	 SEPT	 OCT	 nOV	 DEC	 jan	 FEB
President	 Robert	V.	Perry	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Vice	President	 gary	j.	Broderick	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X
Secretary	 linda	Middleton	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Treasurer	 Roger	McCabe	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	
Past	President	 Hal	Fleischman	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Web	Master	 Ed	graham	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 	
Executive	Director	 jim	jennings	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	
Trails	Coordinator	 Dave	Perkins	 	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 X
albany-greene	 Frank	Stanton	 X	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 X	 X	
allegany	 john	Brinkman,	jr.	 X	 	 	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 X
allegany	(alt)	 Wayne	Butts	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X
Broome-Chenango	 Michael	Blance	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X
Broome-Chenango	(alt)	 Richard	Knapp	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X
Cattaraugus	 Sheri	Webster	 X	 X	 	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 	
Cattaraugus	(alt)	 george	Couell	 	 X	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 X
Cayuga	 Randy	Coleman	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X
Cayuga	(alt)	 Mike	Major	 	 	 	 X	 	 	 	 X	 X
Chautauqua	 lester	lucas	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Chautauqua	(alt)	 Ray	Head	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 	 	 	
Clinton	 Tom	Highers	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 	 X
Columbia	 Vacant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Cortland	 Vacant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Delaware-Schoharie	 gerald	F.	Mitchell	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X
Erie	 Roger	McCabe	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	
Erie	(alt)	 Vic	Doino	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Essex	 larry	gleason	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 	 X
Franklin	 Vacant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Fulton	 Charles	Rose	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X
Fulton	(alt)	 Emory	Chase	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Hamilton	 Robert	gibson	 X	 X	 	 	 	 	 X	 X	 X	
Herkimer	 Mike	Denapole	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 	 X	 X	 X
Herkimer	(alt)	 Don	Roark	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
jefferson	(1st	meeting	Sept.)	 Friz	Delaney	 	 	 	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
lewis	 jason	Kowalczyk	 	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
lewis	(alt)	 gary	Stinson	 X	 X	 	 	 	 X	 X	 	 X	
Madison	 Elwin	goff	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Madison	(alt)	 Thomas	Baker	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Monroe/Orleans/livingston	(alt)	 Randy	gurnsey	 X	 X	 	 X	 	 	 X	 X	 	
Monroe/Orleans/livingston	 jim	Meyer	 X	 X	 	 	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	
Montgomery/Schenectady	 jim	Bode	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X
nassau-Suffolk	 Don	Barrett	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 	 	 	
nassau-Suffolk	(alt)	 Carl	Ingerham	 X	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 	 	
niagara	 gary	j	Broderick	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	
Oneida	 gary	Batchelder	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Onondaga	 Ernest	j.	Roosevelt	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	
Onondaga	(alt)	 Tim	Taylor	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 	
Ontario	 Dave	Stevens	 	 	 	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 	
Orange-Sullivan	 Carl	Vogt	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 	 	 X
Orange-Sullivan	(alt)	 Kevin	Makuen	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	
Oswego	 Dan	Middleton	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X
Otsego	 jon	Karker	 X	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Otsego	(alt)	 Robert	Korosec	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Putnam-Westchester-Dutchess	 john	Occhino	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Renssaelaer	 john	linton	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	
Renssaelaer	(alt)	 Scott	newell	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Rockland	 Vacant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Saratoga	 Bob	Bryant	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X
Saratoga	(alt.)	 Kathie	Bryant	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 X
Schuyler-Tompkins	 Carl	Hubbell	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 X
Seneca	 Vacant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
St.	lawrence		 Richard	W.	Miller	 	 	 	 	 X	 	 	 	 	
Steuben-yates	 Vacant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Tioga-Chemung	 Robert	K	jennings	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	
Tioga-Chemung	(alt)	 Sean	Morris	 	 X	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
ulster	 anne	O’Dell	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Warren	 Mike	Fazio	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Warren	(alt)	 Mark	McClain	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Washington	 Doug	Brownell	 	 X	 	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X
Washington	(alt)	 Debbie	Perkins	 	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Wayne	 David	VanDerlinde	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Wayne	(alt)	 Richard	Cowley	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 X	 	
Wyoming-genesee	 alanna	Zuzze	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	
Director	at	large	 Richard	Rozzi	 X	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 	 X	 	 X
Director	at	large	 Marty	Bull	 X	 	 X	 	 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X
Director	at	large	 jamie	Persse	 X	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	
guest	 Mike	Fischer		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 X	 X

New York State Snowmobile Association 

Director Monthly Meeting Attendance 2006-07

*�Jim�Jennings,�Doug�Brownell�and�Bob�Bryant�were�at�the�Private�Land�Summit�in�Boston�and�therefore�were�excused�
from�the�December�NYSSA�Meeting.

The Littlest Southern 
Tier Snowdrifter
Jen Penkaty, a former 

officer with the Erie 
County Federation, 
provided this picture 
of her 3-year-old 
granddaughter, Gabby 
Penkaty. Gabby has been 
a part of the Southern 
Tier Snowdrifter Club 
since she was born. 
Grandparents outfitted 
her with this helmet and 
matching jacket so they 
could take their “little 
snowmobiler” out on the 
trail with them.

Photo by Jen Penkaty

Gabby Penkaty

Assemblywoman Joan 
Christensen has introduced 
legislation of no snowmo-
biling from Dusk to Dawn 
within 100 feet of a house. 
The present law reads, “no 
snowmobiling between 
midnight and 6 a.m. within 
100 feet of house.” Again 
this year, NYSSA does not 
support this legislation. 

We have a planning process 
that will begin on Jan. 26, 
2007. If clubs have things 
they would like to have 
discussed in this process, they 
should contact their NYSSA 
representative or send them to 
the NYSSA office in Long 
Lake. Many times, these 
things turn into proposed 
legislation for NYSSA to 
work to get passed. Once 
again NYSSA will support 
any legislation that will give a 
landowner a tax break for 
allowing a snowmobile trail 
on their property. 

Membership:
In early December, 

NYSSA hired another 

vendor (Jim Cifarelli) to 
establish the online member-
ship system so members 
could choose a Club, pay by 
credit card and print their 
voucher. We are please to 
announce online member-
ships are now available. One 
can go to our Web site and 
click on, “Join a Club;” this 
will take you to the state 
map where one can choose 
the county and then the 
Club. Clubs can copy this 
link and post it on their own 
Web sites. It is possible 
NYSSA will work with this 
vendor to complete the 
online database. 
Membership cards are 
currently being produced.

Nominating:
All current officers are 

willing to run for re-election. 
Contact Marty Bull or Dick 
Knapp for more information.

Awards: 
The 2006 Groomer Award 

winners were submitted to 
Arctic Cat. ❅
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RETURN ALL 
APPLICATIONS TO:

NYSSA 
P.O. Box 612 

Long Lake, NY 12847-0612 
(Fax: 518-624-3849)

APPLICATIONS MUST BE 
POSTMARKED BY: 

MARCH 26, 2007
NO EXCEPTIONS

RETURN ALL 
APPLICATIONS TO:

NYSSA 
P.O. Box 612 

Long Lake, NY 12847-0612 
(Fax: 518-624-3849)

APPLICATIONS MUST BE 
POSTMARKED BY: 

MARCH 26, 2007
NO EXCEPTIONS

Club of the Year Application
New York State Snowmobile Association

Snowmobile Club of the Year Snowmobile Season of 2006 to 2007

Club Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________________ Zip: __________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________ Fax: __________________
County: ______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________
NYSSA Director: _______________________________________________________________________
Member of what County Association/Federation? _____________________________________________
Application Submitted By: _____________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________________ E-mail: __________________
How often does the club meet? ___________________________________________________________
What percentage of club members attend meetings? __________________________________________
How many family and/or individual members belong to club this season? 

Family __________________________________Individual ___________________________________
How many club members attend the Forum/Annual NYSSA meeting? ______________________________
Does club conduct Safety Training Classes? ____________________ How Many? __________________
How many students successfully completed the class? ________________________________________
How many club members are Certified Safety Instructors? ______________________________________
Does the club maintain a rescue team/equipment? ____________________________________________
Does the club adhere strictly to the Snowmobile Code of Ethics? _________________________________
Does the club enforce the “ZERO TOLERENCE” program? _______________________________________
How many miles of trails are maintained by the club?
Corridor __________________________________Secondary ___________________________________
How many hours are spent on grooming? ___________________________________________________
What kind of equipment is used to groom trails? ______________________________________________
What events/activities did the club have this season? __________________________________________
What has club done to promote or improve the image of snowmobiling? ___________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Groomer of the Year Application
New York State Snowmobile Association

Groomer Operator of the Year Snowmobile Season of 2006 to 2007

Club Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________ Fax: ________________
County:_______________________________________________NYSSA Director: ________________
E-mail:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Operator’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Jacket-Numerical Size: __________________________  Name Printed On Jacket: ________________

Application Submitted By: _______________________________________ Phone: ___________ E-mail 

How many miles of trails has applicant groomed this season? __________________________________
How many hours has applicant spent grooming this season?  __________________________________
What kind of equipment is used?  ________________________________________________________
How long has applicant been involved in grooming? _________________________________________
Has applicant completed an approved trail grooming course? __________________________________
If yes, when and where?  ______________________________________________________________
Has applicant trained new operators? Yes/No How many? ____________________________________
What safety equipment is provided in groomer?  ____________________________________________
What other club activities does applicant participate in?  _____________________________________
What, if any, special or extra ordinary circumstances has applicant experienced while grooming? _____
___________________________________________________________________________________

No Material  
Will Be Returned

If more room needed 
to answer questions 
and/or place photos, 

please include on separate 
sheet of paper.

No Material  
Will Be Returned

If more room needed 
to answer questions 
and/or place photos, 

please include on separate 
sheet of paper.



March �007 ❅ New York Snowmobiler       �� 

It’s AWARDS Time!
Each year, NYSSA strives to 

give recognition to the hard 
working clubs and individuals 

who are most dedicated to improving 
our sport. Do you know of someone 
who may be deserving of an award 
this year? The awards presented each 
year are:

•	 Snowmobiler of the Year 
(no form – include a narrative 
supporting the nomination)

•	 Groomer of the Year
•	 Club of the Year
•	 President’s Award (criteria to be 

determined by the President)

The Awards Committee decides 
on all awards, with the exception of 
the President’s Award, based on a 
review of all submissions. The 
President’s Award is decided by the 
President based on the President’s 
own criteria.

Awards nominations are due to the 
NYSSA Office by March 26 for 
presentation at the April 14 Forum 
Banquet in Rochester. Applications 
may be mailed, faxed or e-mailed.

Previous Years’ 
Award Winners

Club Of The Year 
2006  Shawangunk Mountain 

Snowmobile & Rescue Club
2005 East Herkimer Sno-Riders 
2004 Canadarago Snowtoppers 
2003 Allegany County Federation
2002 Central Catskill Trail Association
2001 Marilla Sno Mob

Groomer Of The Year - Class A/B
2006  Fritz Delaney/Thousand Islands 

Snowmobile Club
2005  Bill Cole/Penn Mountain 

Snow Riders
2004 John Meyer/South Warren
2003  Ron Hajdasz/Deerfield 

F&G Snow Trails
2002  Martin Beyer/Valley Snow 

Travelers
2001 Larry Fuller/Lewis County

Groomer Of The Year - Class C 
2006  Clay Albright & Evan Pearl/

Deefield SnowTrails
2005 Pete Moore/Tully Trailblazers
2004  Gary Thompson/Valley 

Ridge Riders
2003   Carl Hubbell/Twin Lakes 

SM Assoc
2002 Jim Waite/Charlton SM Club
2001 Charles McKusic

Sen. Bill Sears Appreciation 
2006 Sen. Meier/Assemblyman Morelle
2005 Sen. James Wright
2004 Assemblyman Joseph Morelle
2003 Sen. James Seward
2002 Assemblyman David R. Townsend Jr.
2001 Sen. John DeFrancisco

John Albert/Ed Dutcher Most Valuable 
Snowmobiler 
2006 Marty Bull
2005 Jim Jennings
2004 Vic Wood
2003 Mary Brusoe
2002 Jim Stevenson/Marilla Sno Mob
2001  Doug Polovic/Penn Mountain Club

Snowmobile Safety Instructor- 
Parks Award 
2006 X
2005 X
2004 X
2003  Victor Daino Jr./Jean 

Blanchard-Daino
2002 X
2001 X

Governors 
2006 X
2005 X
2004 X
2003 X
2002 George E. Pataki
2001 X

President’s Award
2006 Ernie Roosevelt
2005 Gary Broderick
2004 Joan Vriesen
2003 Gary Broderick
2002 Jeff Johnson
2001 Don Woodin
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An Interview With

Ray Quackenbush

NYSSA Hall of Presidents
FIFTH IN A SERIES Chronicling Past Presidents

by Gary Broderick

Photo by Jeff Quakenbush.

Ray was born and raised in 
Mechanicville, N.Y. (Saratoga 
County). He attended college in 

the capital region. Ray married in 1963 
and with his wife they raised one daughter, 
Deborah and two sons, Raymond and 
Jeffrey. Currently he has two grandchil-
dren; Shane, 12 and Kurt, 10.

Ray started snowmobiling in 1970 
because the Quackenbush family was 
already an outdoor family and snowmo-
biling gave them another winter recre-
ational interest besides skiing. Ray was 
involved in the family lawn, garden, 
trucking and excavation business and 
soon found the opportunity to add the 
Polaris line of snowmobiles to their 
products. With that, Ray also found some 
time to do local snowmobile racing, 
participating in cross country and oval 
racing on local tours. 

Soon after that, Ray found his customers 
wanted to enjoy group snowmobiling. At 
this point, Ray formed the Kountry 
Kousins Snowmobile Club in Stillwater, 

N.Y. That club lasted into the 1980s when 
it disbanded due to inactivity. 

Ray was always involved in community 
affairs, as a member of the local school 
board (President, serving for 10 years) and 
supervised the building of a new elemen-
tary school. He also was vice chairman of 
the local Industrial Development Board for 
many years, currently serves as a volunteer 
firemen (for 45 years!), and served as a 
chief of police of the local police depart-
ment; building the department from birth 
to what it is today. Ray retired as an 
Officer/Investigator with the NYS 
Department of Corrections with 20 years 
service. He formed several youth recre-
ational groups in his community offering 
local youths more recreational opportuni-
ties. In addition, he coached little league, 
youth football and participated in music 
and choreography groups as well. 

Ray closed the dealership in the 1980s, 
when money and fuel were in critically 
short supply, but did not end his enthusiasm 
for snowmobiling.  In the early 1990s, 
Ray’s sons became heavily involved in 
snowmobiling and Ray was one of a group 
of several snowmobilers who formed the 
Country Trailblazers Snowmobile Club in 
Stillwater, N.Y. which is still operating.

From this, Ray recognized that organized 
snowmobiling was a priority if the sport 
was to survive, especially in a county where 
snowmobiling was not the premier sport. 
Ray recognized that if snowmobiling was to 
survive, it needed the cooperation of 
landowners, and landowners would not 
cooperate if there was no organization to 
guide them or the snowmobilers.  

His Involvement Continues 
at the State Level

So Ray became involved in New York 
Snowmobile Coordinating Group 
(NYSCG) in 1994 as a county coordi-
nator, organizing the county snowmo-
bilers by forming the Saratoga County 
Association of Snowmobile Clubs, 
convincing the Saratoga County Board of 
Supervisors to become the Sponsor for 
the NYS Grant-in-Aid Funding for the 
snowmobile trails and assisting other 
local county groups in forming clubs in 
their communities.  

To further the safety of the sport, Ray 
became involved in the NYSOPRHP 
Snowmobile Safety Training Program by 
holding several classes every year teaching 
hundreds of boys, girls and their parents. 
He also recruited and taught adults on 
snowmobile safety training to expand the 
ranks of adult safety instructors.

It’s important to have the backing and 
support of your family, he emphasizes: “I 
have appreciated and admired my 
daughter Deborah, sons Jeff and Raymond 
and my best half, Maureen who partici-
pated with me and stood by me when I 
was deeply involved in snowmobiling, 
organizing clubs, racing, fundraisers and 
attending many political events to 
promote and gain support politically for 
the sport of snowmobiling. They also took 
great interest in my grooming functions 
which includes the business side of 
grooming. Their support has also been a 
true inspiration for me to continue and has 
illustrated to other clubs how the families 
can interact and enjoy the sport.”
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An Interview With

Ray Quackenbush
For the future, 

keep electing 

quality leaders 

with a dedicated 

vision. Remain 

focused on the 

issues; do not let 

personal agendas 

with strife deter 

you from your 

mission.

Working for 
Snowmobiling Interests

Ray served as President of NYSCG, (the 
forerunner of NYSSA) from 1996 to 1997. 
When he was elected, he made a promise 
that this state association would be there, 
professionally and responsibly, to work for 
snowmobiling interests. During Ray’s 
tenure, with the support of people like Dave 
Perkins, Don Roark, Jeff Johnson, Mary 
Brusoe, Vic Woods from NYSOPRHP and 
many other officers, directors and members 
of the organization, a new set of By-Laws 
were developed and ultimately passed. This 
gave birth to a new concept, which became 
the NYSSA of today. 

Ray said they spent countless hours 
arguing, debating, meeting and working 
out statewide differences to work towards 
three main goals:

1.  To be the recognized representative 
for snowmobilers in New York State. 

2. Become the leader in the defense of 
the sport of snowmobiling. 

3. Be recognized to assist NYS in 
carrying out the Safety Training 
Program to snowmobilers.

Ray had to step away from the organiza-
tional part of snowmobiling due to a heart 
attack in 1998. After retirement in 1999, 
Ray became involved in selling Grooming 
equipment, such as Parts, Ohara Caliber 
Snowcats, AFMI Trailmaker Drags and 
most recently the Saratoga Ranger, a 
4-track, multi-season, all-terrain small 
rubber track groomer or utility vehicle. 
Ray played an integral role in its concept, 
research and development, testing and now 
production. He covers New York, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Canada. 
He spends much his time on the road 
doing demos, delivering parts or equip-
ment. (Reporter’s note: Glad to see Ray is 
relaxing and enjoying his retirement!).

The Future of 
Snowmobiling

 Discussing the current state of snowmo-
biling in New York State, Ray had some 
words of wisdom to impart to all the Clubs 
in New York State. “For the future, keep 
electing quality leaders with a dedicated 
vision. Remain focused on the issues; do 
not let personal agendas with strife deter 
you from your mission. Remain public and 
outward, no hidden agendas. Snowmobilers 
today are declining in numbers due to 

inconsistent winters, the increased spiraling 
costs of the sport and the decline of 
available property for trails. Your success in 
the future will lie in your ability to:

1. Complete your planned trail system 
with terrific signing.

2. Develop an excellent grooming 
program, because it is the best public 
relations tool a Club can have.

3. Formulate new, fresh, affordable 
and exciting programs to attract 
new snowmobilers.

4. Promote required compliance for 
all trail requirements as part of a 
club’s basic purpose.

5. Manage your finances and 
resources very wisely.”

 
He also said, “Remember snowmobilers 

are the same as any retail customer, they 
want what they pay for, and they want 
their money’s worth, and they want to 
have a great time, just like you and me. 
Since they are being compelled to pay 
higher registrations or join Clubs (some-
thing most of them are not used to doing) 
they will be extremely critical of NYSSA 

and their Clubs’ performance. Do not 
disappoint them. Lose their trust; you will 
lose all of their support.”

Ray also said, “It should not go unnoticed, 
that all of the hard work, past, present and 
future is deeply appreciated, not only by me, 
but by the legions of snowmobilers in NYS. 
They recognize that without the hard work 
and sacrifice of those in NYSSA, and the 
local Clubs, they would not have the quality 
trail system to enjoy. It feels good to see that 
the foundation we laid has built the first floor 
of a great entity. The future will build the 
subsequent floors of an even greater entity.”

Dedication to 
Our Recreation

A final thought from Ray, “Stay the 
course, for success will reward those who 
work the roughest road or trail.” 

When asked about the ATV issue 
affecting most clubs, Ray said, “My 
thoughts on the ATV issue should produce 
some deep thought and debate, because it is 
an issue that will not go away. I realize that 
it is the landowner’s decision of who will or 
will not ride on their property. But, the 
organized ATV groups are small, and the 
user group is so large, the ATVers who want 
to organize will never succeed. I think 
NYSSA, since it is already organized and it 
has the experience and wisdom, should take 
the initiative to organize the ATV group and 
therefore will have some input on how and 
where they can have trails. It is done in 
Quebec, why not here? But, before NYSSA 
can attempt this, an Exploratory Committee 
should take several months to fully explore 
the opportunity for the Pros and Cons. I 
believe your track record of success will 
allow the political arena to support you 
rather soon. Because it has never been tried 
in New York before, does not mean that it 
cannot be tried in the future.” ❅ 

 
Editor’s Note: One of the things I 
noted while talking with Ray and Hal 
for these articles and reading the 
articles written by Bob Perry, the 
common theme is selfless dedication, 
sometimes in the face of adversity, 
personal problems and professional 
crises. These are the folks who have 
gotten us to where we are today. Where 
we go tomorrow depends on you and 
me. It’s been an honor for me to 
interview, get to know and pick the 
brains of these two fine gentlemen.



DEALERS

M A R K E T P L A C E
DEALERS

Arctic Cat

For the most exciting 
experience on snow, 

look to the most 
advanced technology 
in snowmobiling.

518-548-7705
Tanner’s Outdoor Sports, Inc.

Route 8  •  Speculator, NY

518-548-7705
Open

8:30-5:00
ClOsed
Tuesday

Authorized Dealer
Parts and Service

Polaris

EDELMANN
SALES & SERVICE

Your local                     dealer 
for 27 years!

Shop Online at www.edelmannsales.com

Open 7 Days a week!
Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm; Saturday & Sunday 9am - 3pm

Edelmann Sales & Service
172 Edelmann Lane, Troy, NY 12180

E-mail: edelman@albany.net
518-663-5573

DESTINATIONS

HOTELS / MOTELS315-483-4329  •  315-331-2053
4386 Maple Ridge Road • Newark, N.Y. 14513

Fax (315) 483-4585
www.stonessnowsleds.com

Yamaha

PARTS & ACESSORIES

Saranac Lake, NY

Real Adirondack Hospitality, 78 years in the making

100 Main Street • Saranac Lake, New York 12983
Toll Free: 1-800-937-0211
www.hotelsaranac.com

Chaffee, NY

“A Good PlAce For A Good Time”

P.o. Box 1
11449 oleAn roAd
chAFFee, nY 14030

(716) 496-5326
Fax: (716) 496-1091

#1 Spot on The
TrAil For food

Polaris
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RENTALS

570-416-0690 • Fax: 570-784-4402

Lake Placid, NY
• Exclusive Lakefront 

Property
• Completely Furnished
• Patio
• Jacuzzi

Copenhagen, NY
(Tug Hill)
• Snowmobiling Paradise
• X-Country Skiing
• Hunting, Fishing
• Four-Wheeling

SERVICES

Repair & Refinishing All Makes 
Sleds, Groomers & Drags

1405 NYS Rte 49

North Bay, New York

(315) 675-8652

www.jackcoleman.com

PARTS & ACESSORIES

PRODUCTS

The only retractable snowmobile wheel with Instant Auto Retract

Phone:
(920) 788-0220
Fax: (920) 788-7050
www.kenssports.com

NEW & USED PARTS

WWW.KENSSPORTS.COM
OEM ONLINE PARTS FINDER • SECURE

ONLINE ORDERS 24/7 • SAME DAY SHIPPING
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR PARTS NEEDS.

www.SnowmobileSalvageParts.com
Buy, Sell, Trade • Parts for most makes & models Buying & 

selling insurance salvage sleds • UPS available daily

Email: Snomosalvag@juno.com
(715) 723-9377

Ship Parts World Wide • Cranks (Rebuilt & Used) 
Cylinders (Replated & Used) • Electrical • Engines (Rebuilt & Used) 

Hoods • Suspension • Tracks (New & Used)
Service on All Makes & Models

Sunnyside Sales & Svc. Inc.
Chippewa Falls, WI

Fax: (715) 723-9344
Winter Hours (Starting Dec. 1): Mon.-Fri. 8-7, Some Sat.

Snowmobile
& ATV

Accessories

PARTS & ACESSORIES PRODUCTS
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INTRODUCINGTHE ALL-NEW F1000. BAD TO THE CHASSIS.

LIVE IN THE SPLIT SECOND.

INFINITE RIDER POSITIONING

The F1000 is a super-wicked, infinitely adjustable, trail shredder. The all-new 1000cc, 2-stroke twin is

a monster. Power like this deserves a chassis to match. Say no more. Enter the revolutionary Twin Spar.™

It also gets Infinite Rider Positioning™ (IRP). Kick back and enjoy the rush or lean forward and take it head

on. That’s right. Your Arctic Cat dealer is harboring one beefed-up performance sled. The F Series™

includes the F5, F6, F8 and F1000. Meet up with your destiny right now at arcticcat.com.
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Saddle up to a perfect fit. We call
it Infinite Rider Positioning (IRP).

With the flick of a wrist, the seat, 
handlebars, windshield and footrest 
on all LXR and Sno Pro® models quickly
adjust to fit like an Arcticwear® glove.


