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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

I hate to have to say it but, the season is postponed till sometime in December 2014.  As any snow-
mobiler will understand, the season is never over for a club volunteer.  Right now clubs across the 

State are tearing the trail system down and power washing the stakes and putting them away.  The clubs grooming 
equipment is getting a thorough cleaning and an inspection on any broken parts that might be on the drags or the 
power units.  Most clubs will document any needed repairs and will take care of these issues over the next several 
months.  It was a long winter season and I’m sure much of the club’s equipment will need some major repairs or ad-
justments over the offseason to have them ready for next winter.   
 
Clubs are also out thanking their volunteers and the landowners that make this sport possible.  Many clubs are holding 
appreciation parties or picnics for the hard work that goes into our trail system.  Our staff and volunteers are working 
on the Annual Forum and will be ready for our guests when they visit Rochester, NY in the next couple of weeks.  Club 
Officers and volunteers might have a few weeks off to reflect on the season, but unfortunately that is a short lived 
opportunity.  Many now will turn their attention to fundraising events to help pay for repairs on the groomers.  Snow-
mobile club volunteers and officers only mourn the end of the snowmobile season for a few weeks, then it’s time to 
start planning for next season.      
 
Clubs across the State hold landowner appreciation parties in the spring.  They hold these events to thank them for 
the generous use of their property for our activity.  I have noticed where landowners are treated as an equal partner 
with the clubs on many issues, Landowners will step up and assist a club if they think it will solve a problem, or if they 
feel a club has been unfairly dealt with.   From acts of Mother Nature to land closures from a different landowner, 
many will step up and help the local volunteers solve the problem.   This is because of the hard work of the volunteers 
keeping the lines of communication open to solve issues before they turn into problems.  

 
The first week of April, I had a chance to visit a club holding a thank you event for the volunteers and landowners to 
end our season. 
 
The Salisbury Ridgerunners in Herkimer County invited me to the Annual Landowner Appreciation and Awards party 
on April 5 in their facility.  After the NYSSA Board of Directors meeting, I drove up to Salisbury to attend this event.   I 
don’t usually use a GPS to find places, but, this time I had to turn it on.  Many of the homes and the seasonal roads 
still had enough snow to ride on and by seeing many snowmobiles still sitting in people’s driveways they were still  

enjoying them in April.   As we pulled into the 
parking lot it was full of vehicles and their 
groomer and race track facilities across the 
street were also full of vehicles for this event.   
They have a first class facility and operation for 

snowmobiling in this community.  Their facility 
can hold any type of event for 375 quests and 
can cater for any event due to their top notch 
kitchen.  
 
I introduced myself to Club President Ron Bar-
nes who was manning the front door welcom-
ing his guests for the evening.  Ron told me to 
give him a few minutes and he would make 
time to give me a tour of their operation.  After 
a few minutes he was able to find a club volun-
teer to take over the front door while we 
walked over to the groomer facility and race 

(Continued on page 4) President Ron Barnes looking over the groomer fleet. 
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track.  These volunteers have put so much time and energy into these facilities that I was in awe of them.  They are 
very proud of their work they have accomplished to build something special for snowmobiling and it is evident the 
community appreciates them for their work and for  making their community stronger.     
 
It was great to see so many smiling faces that worked hard to build this facility and how proud they were to show it 
off to a NYSSA Officer.   After I returned with Ron from the tour, a familiar face appeared and extended his hand to 
me for a handshake.  It was former NYSSA President Don Roark!  It was very nice to run into Don.  I sat and had 

dinner with him and he is very proud of this club and all the volunteers over the years that built this special place.  
Don is still active in the club and he explained how this club is constantly trying to improve.  Their volunteers all take 
great pride in this facility and they do not wait for something to fix itself or to improve on a service they offer.   
Don and the current volunteers understand what it takes to build a snowmobile trail and there is no question about 
it.  What they have accomplished in these facilities is the business part of snowmobiling.  They have additional opera-
tions that bring revenue in the door to help offset the costs of building and maintaining snowmobile trails in the 
North Country.  Their vision and hard work have built a special place in Salisbury, New York and they are earning 
what they need to make our sport a top notch recreation program.  If you have the chance next season, check mark 
the Salisbury Ridgerunners and Herkimer County trails as a must do place to join, visit and ride.  The food is great 
and you will meet the nicest snowmobilers in the State at this facility.  If you haven’t already guessed, the Salisbury 
Ridgerunners is year to year one of the largest clubs in NY.   
 
James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

The Ten Largest Clubs in New York for 2013-14 are: 
 Club County # of Members 

1 Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club Inc. Chautauqua 2086 

2 Inlet Barnstormers Snowmobile Club Hamilton 2067 

3 Salisbury Ridgerunners Snowmobile Club, Inc. Herkimer 1730 

4 Barnes Corners Sno-Pals Inc. Lewis 1142 

5 Square Valley Trail Blazers Oswego 985 

6 Trackside Blazers Snowmobile Club Oneida 982 

7 Southern Tug Hill Sno-Riders, Inc. Lewis 945 

8 T.C. Riders Snowmobile Club, Inc. Oneida 912 

9 Shawnee Sno Chiefs Niagara 855 

10 South Warren Snowmobile Club, Inc. Warren 811 
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From the Executive Director 
Dominic Jacangelo  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

By the time you read this I guess the last speck of snow will be gone from the backyard. It is time to take out the 
dryer sheets, fuel stabilizer and fogging oil and put the sled away for the season.  I am certainly no expert on this 
but I have learned a few ounces of prevention will prevent a cozy little home for God’s small critters.  If you think 
you are an expert and would  like to contribute an article on storing a sled, send it to me at  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com.  A few photos to go with the text is always appreciated. 

 
With thoughts of putting the sled away (yes I do procrastinate), I also try to assess what kind of season this has 
been for snowmobilers.  We certainly had the attention of state leaders.  For the first time ever we had a sitting 
Governor take a ride with many representatives of the sport.  For the first time ever we also saw an ad campaign 
promoting snowmobiling as wholesome winter recreation for the entire family.  Those TV ads played up and down 
the East Coast and I know enticed some people who had never been on a sled to go out and give snowmobiling a 
try.  (I heard more than one story of folks lost in the woods.) 

 
Speaking strictly of snowfall we certainly did not have the snow cover that we experienced in 2010-11 and certainly 
we were not as starved for snow as we were in 2011-12.  In the Albany area we had 71 days of 3 inches or more of 
snow cover in 10-11, and only 41 (?)  days this year.  In the winter of 11-12 we had 3 days.  Reports from the east-
ern Adirondacks have been that they did not get significant snows until late in the season while many areas in the 
Western part of the state saw more snow than they have had in years.  Tug Hill saw a good amount of snow this 
year but my bet is they were still off their typical 200+ inches. What I seem to remember most about this year, 
were the early snow falls, followed by significant rain.  All in all while it certainly was cold, it was only an average 
year for snow. 

 
Why so much attention to snowfall?  Because it is the single biggest factor in why riders either do or don’t register 
their sleds.  The more snow, the more days of snow cover, the higher the registration total is.  This year was more 
or less like last year, 116,000 sleds.  Better than the 90,000 in 2011-12 but a far cry from the 134,000 in 2010-11.  
Have these many people left the sport?  Not likely.  Based on conversations with law enforcement, there are just too 
many riders choosing not to register.  Their hope is to get away with it for the season.  Unfortunately, these rogue 
riders are stealing from the rest of us who pay our registration and join our clubs.  Working with those who care in 
the Legislature we hope to increase the fine for being un-registered and you can bet that we will encourage and 
support law enforcement in doing their job. 

 
In March, I had the opportunity to go up to Long Lake and 
visit with former NYSSA Executive Director Jim Jennings and 

take a 100+ mile loop ride between Long Lake, Newcomb, 
Indian Lake and 7th Lake.  We rode after what was one of the 
more significant snowfalls that occurred in Long Lake this 
season.  If I recall correctly they had over a foot of snow.  
What was most significant about the ride was I had a chance 
to ride the 7th Lake Trail.   The 7th Lake Trail was one of the 
first “Community Connectors” developed in the Adirondack 
Park.  The entire trail about 11 miles is on state land.  The 
trail connects Moose River Plains with Raquette Lake.  About 
half the trail is laid out on a old logging road and half on 
newly constructed trail.  It was this trail that generated the 
lawsuit from “Protect” alleging that the trail was illegal.  It 

(Continued on page 6) 

NEW BUSINESS MEMBER! 
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had been alleged that these trails were highways in the forest.  The fact is this trail is very narrow.  While heading 
towards Raquette we were met by two sleds coming the other way on that portion of the trail which was part of the 
old logging road.  To pass safely it required a full stop as far to the right as I could get and the other sleds to inch 
by.  The newly constructed portion is even narrower.  These trails are definitely in keeping with the character of the 
Park.  They are winding and narrow and have all the character of a footpath.  The trail is much improved over last 
year but it is never going to be a high-speed connection between Moose River Plains and Raquette! 

 
I am sure that many of you noticed that we took the membership system down April 1 so that we could transition to 
a new program.  The transition took much longer than expected as we tried to make the system function efficiently 
for members and club administrators alike.  I apologize in advance for any inconvenience this caused our members. 

 
The new system will no longer require you to enter your six digit membership number.  Your login can be your  
e-mail address with any password you create.  When you go in to renew your membership please be sure to check 
over any information that may be there about you and fill in missing information.  It is this information that allows us 
to communicate with you efficiently. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

I joined former NYSSA Executive Director Jim Jennings (pictured on 
left) and Long Lake resident John Walker on a ride in the Long Lake 
area in late March.  It was a great day for a ride and to meet and 
converse with new and old friends. 

SNEAK PEEK 

About 900 people attended the sneak peek event at the NYS Fairgrounds on March 31. 

  

 

Photo by Christine Gross 
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Eastern NY 

B&B SERVICE CENTER 

CYCLE MOTION 

DELLA MOTORSPORTS 

EDELMANN SALES, INC 

HERMANS PERFORMANCE 

GRIFFIN MOTORSPORTS 

MATTS CYCLE CENTER 

MENNETO POWERSPORTS 

POLARIS OF RIVERHEAD 

SPORTLINE POWER 

TC SPORTS 

TEIXEIRA'S POLARIS 

NY Polaris Snow Dealers 

Central NY 

CAPRARA'S OUTDOOR WORLD 

CYCLE SHACK 

DON'S POLARIS 

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS 

FUN UNLIMITED 

GAMBLE DISTRIBUTORS 

INGLES PERFORMANCE 

K&H KAWASAKI 

KUBECKA'S POLARIS 

MOODY POLARIS 

POWERHOUSE MOTORSPORTS 

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS 

SCHOFF POLARIS 

SLED SHOP RACING 

SPORTS UNLIMITED 

WAITE MOTORSPORTS 

ZAMBRI MOTORSPORTS 

 

Western NY 

APPOLSON'S 

BIBBEN'S SALES 

BOB WEAVER'S MOTORSPORTS 

BUCK'S MOTORSPORTS 

JAN-CEN AUTOMOTIVE 

ITHACA RECREATION 

LEISURE TIME 

MADDIE'S 

O'NEIL SALES 

PIONEER MOTORSPORTS 

PRECISION POWER 

SOUTHERN TIER POLARIS 

T. NELSON SALES 

ZAHM & MATSON, INC. 

 

Northern NY 

ADIRONDACK POWERSPORTS 
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New Volunteers and the Younger Generation -  
A High Priority 
By Randy Phillips, NYSSA Vice President, vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com  

What a great snowmobiling season we just enjoyed.  While the snow was a bit slow in coming for 
many areas, when it arrived, it did so with gusto.  Late January through early March brought fairly 
consistent snow cover and open trails all over the statewide trail system.  At certain points during 
the season, all of the trails were open in New York, a feat that is seldom accomplished, but great to 

see.  It really was a wonderful season and I hope all of you had the chance to get out and enjoy it.   

It’s April again, and sign tear down, groomer storage and sled storage is underway.  The NYSSA Spring Forum is 
right around the corner marking the end of the 2013/14 season and the start of the 2014/15 one.  Soon we will be 
focused on boats and campers, golf and motorcycles and snowmobiling will take a back seat until the Fall.  But be-
fore we let go of this season, I would like to discuss a topic which is of growing concern to me and many others I 

have spoken with recently; the need for new volunteers, specifically from the younger generations.   

As I sat at the NYSSA monthly Board of Directors meeting this past Saturday, April 5th and looked around at the 
people in the room, one constant theme was there…we are not a young group.  With the exception of one young 
man in the room in his twenties, the average age in the room was probably late 50’s.  This is a problem on the hori-
zon unless we can find the next generation of dedicated snowmobilers to assume the responsibilities of running 
snowmobiling at all levels of our state.  I am quite certain that if I were to attend all county association and local 
club meetings, I would find the issue to be true everywhere.   

Each year, the International Snowmobile Manufac-
turers Association, or ISMA, conducts a survey of 
snowmobilers as a means to provide feedback to 
the manufacturers regarding what the consumer 
wants in a sled.  Ed Klim, the Executive Director of 

ISMA, attends our NYSSA Forum annually and is 
nice enough to share this data with us.  For several 
years, the average age of a snowmobiler was in-
creasing, from the later 30’s to the early 40’s and 
most recently approaching 45 years old.  But in the 
past few years that trend has slowed and started 
to reverse.  The average age dropped by a year 
recently, this is a positive indicator for us as snow-
mobilers.  This means either older folks are getting 
out of the sport or more younger folks are getting 
in; probably some combination of both.  The task 
we are faced with is how do we capture the inter-
est of this younger crowd and get them interested 
in volunteering? 

It stands to reason that not very often do younger, or any, club members proactively approach existing club leader 
to volunteer.  New volunteers must often be “pulled” from the ranks by asking them to help out.  Blanket emails and 
work detail postings have some success, but a much better way is to keep an eye on new members at meetings.  
Which members show up for all of the meetings?  Which ones speak up at the meetings?  These are your key tar-
gets for new volunteers, but not your only ones.  Some are too shy to speak up, but will volunteer if asked.  Clubs, 
county associations, and NYSSA should keep lists of prospective volunteers and update them frequently.  Approach 
these prospective volunteers as you need them because if you approach them all and they show up and there’s not 
enough work detail to go around, you might lose them do to a perception that there help is not needed by the or-
ganization. 

Contact the people on your prospective volunteer list and talk about what they do for a living, what their interests 

(Continued on page 9) 
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are, what expertise they might have, what times they are available and if the have any other friends of family that 
might be interested in helping out.  In so dong, you create not just a list, but a roster of potential replacements for 
the roles in your organization.  You also create a rapport with the potential volunteer that makes them feel they are 
really needed and their help is appreciated.  Match the candidate with the tasks that they want to do or are best 
suited for and you stand a much better chance of them sticking around and becoming a leader of the organization 
rather than a passive volunteer. 

This leads to another very important facet of volunteer reserves; having bench strength for the leadership of the 
organization.  It is one thing to find volunteers to mark trails, stuff envelopes, etc, but another thing to find the re-
placements for the officer and leaders of your organization.  These candidates need to be vetted much more so than 
others.  Open elections are vital to the fairness of any organization and should be encouraged, but all too often 
leadership positions go unfilled, or existing leaders burn out but can’t leave because they have no replacement.  
This leads to lackluster club operations and shortcomings in our statewide trail system.  Each officer or leader of the 
organization should be constantly scanning the membership for his/her replacement. Finding the people with the 

desire, ability, time, and drive to fill your shoes when you decide to move one is one of your key roles as a leader.  
This process should start the day you take over for the person you are replacing.  Your candidate(s) may change 
several times over your tenure, but better to have too many options than none at all. 

One of the most important aspects for finding and cultivating new volunteers is going out of your way to welcome 
and accommodate them.  There is no room for cliques or attitudes in any snowmobile organization.  One of the re-
curring themes that we all hear and see on web boards is people who say that they tried to volunteer with their lo-
cal club but were turned off by the lack of acceptance by the clique or good old boys club.  Simply put, this will lead 
to the excess strain on the club if not circumvented.  Volunteerism is difficult enough to garner, don’t make it harder 
by not openly accepting every volunteer that you can find.  If the individual isn’t suited for a certain task, like 
grooming, then don’t put them in a groomer.  If, however, they want to groom, and show the enthusiasm to learn, 
don’t dismiss them.  We have all gone through a learning curve since we first became involved with snowmobiling.  
The statements that there is no time in season to train someone new simply isn’t true; there is plenty of time to 
train someone new at any time for any role.  The task or recruiting and training volunteers should be elevated from 
an afterthought of most organizations to a primary function. There is no better time to train someone new than right 
now. 

When dealing with the younger generation, remember to respect them.  True, they do not have the experience that 
the older generations do; but they are there and they are the future of our sport.  We need them to help.  Talk to 
the younger crowd in your club or association.  What do they want to see changed on the trails, in the club, in the 
association or in NYSSA?  There is nothing that says your NYSSA District Director can’t be a twenty something.  In 
fact, we would welcome that at NYSSA.  We need younger representation at the NYSSA level.  We need it to make 
sure that we are serving the entire NYSSA membership directly, not just through what we think a certain age group 
might want.  Also, NYSSA is short on bench strength right now.  For the second year in a row there is only one can-
didate for each officer position; that’s not healthy for the long run.  If you know of someone that your think would 
make a good NYSSA Director, I ask you to contact me and let me know the specifics on this individual.  We can 
reach out together and see if they are interested.  I will come to you and we can sit down and talk to this person.  

Thank you in advance for helping with this important task. 

Identifying and recruiting new talent is the responsibility of all of us regardless of our role in snowmobiling.  Parents, 
talk to your kids about volunteering, club officers make your candidate lists and cultivate them.  We at NYSSA will 
make our list and begin to cultivate it.  If you are not an officer or in a leadership position, you can still help by 
spreading the word that volunteers are needed.  Pass any information along regarding people that you know that 
might be open to the idea of volunteering.  Of course, if you are not volunteering now, please consider doing so.  A 
constant theme amongst volunteers is that despite the hard work they very much enjoy the work they do for snow-
mobiling and have forged lasting friendships through club activities.  The people that are in your local club also ride 
sleds, golf, hunt, fish, camp and participate in other non snowmobiling activities that you might enjoy.  Many of the 
people that I socialize with all year long I met through snowmobile related volunteer activities.  So lets all work to-
gether to build our bench strength for the good of our sport.  Thank you and I look forward to seeing you at the 
Forum. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The 2013-14 Season in Review 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 
  

It hardly seems possible that the season has already come and gone. All over I hear people saying 
what a long, hard winter it was and they are glad the snow is gone but when I look back on it; it 
didn’t seem that long to me.  The funny thing is, it seems like it has been forever since Christmas 
and the Super Bowl is merely a memory now but the beginning of the season seems like only yes-
terday to me. Strange how the mind works. 

 
As always, the first ride of the year began for me with a drop at Hanifin Road in 
Oneida County. With a much better snow season, I am happy to report that I got 
as many miles in, if not more riding in places far from Tug Hill. Don’t get me 
wrong, I rode the hill plenty this season and bought a lot of gas, food, raffle tickets 
and shirts from the local clubs and businesses but it’s always nice to ride in new 

places. No matter where I rode, I made sure to search out the groomer donation 
box and drop money in it….. every time. 

As many of you probably would agree, there is no riding like the riding on your 
home trails and with ample snow  
coverage this year, I enjoyed riding right from my own garage many times this sea-
son. We rode to the ‘other’ windmills (Madison County), had some great meals at 
our own local eateries and enjoyed rides with many of our close friends. Good 
times were had by all. 

By and far the most enjoyable ride I had all season was in Franklin County in 
March. We had such a great time up there that I have already begun planning an-
other trip for next season and have been on the phone talking to our riding friends 
who may want to go up for a weekend.  

Neither I nor my husband had ever ridden up there. We talked about it in the past but never took the ride up. Had it 
not been for the Governor planning a ride up there, I don’t think I would ever have known about the picture perfect 
trails that Franklin County boasts. 

Wide, scenic, flat and a little known secret is the only 
way to describe the trails. Well, maybe not a secret 
anymore, but I would highly recommend that if you 
have the opportunity to ride up there, you do it. You 
will not be  
disappointed. 

We put some miles on with the Governor and other 
government officials and then ventured out on our 
own for a while. The NYSSA group split off from the 

pack to ride over for a great lunch at Charlie’s Inn. I 
would recommend that you have a cup of chili if you 
make it up there, it was phenomenal. I had the op-
portunity to speak to the owner and his Mom about 
the removal of the rails and construction of a multi-
use trail that could be used in all seasons by a 
broader range of people. Having gone to bat over old 
rail trails myself, it is a subject that is near and dear 
to me.  

Some of you may remember that my club was sued only 2 years ago over the construction of a snowmobile trail on 
one of these old state owned rail beds that had not seen maintenance in many years. Many of you are unaware that 

(Continued on page 11) 

Fenner Wind Farm, Madison County 
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I and many others took on the state 5 years before 
that to allow horseback and bicycle riding on that same 
section of trail after it was threatened to be banned. 
The one lucky aspect of that rail trail (Lehigh Valley 
Railroad) was that the rails had been removed in the 
late 1960’s so we did not have to contend with 
them……just the hikers. 

We stayed in Saranac Lake the night before the ride 
and if you’re familiar with Route 30, we passed through 
all of the small communities on our way up including 
Long Lake -- where Past Executive Director, Jim 
Jennings reported to have seen the NYSSA trailer go by 
his house -- as well as Tupper Lake, which is a shell of 

a community looking for something to kick start its 
economy again.  

Being in the political realm for the last 10 years, I un-
derstand the struggles of the businesses and local gov-
ernments to thrive. My heart goes out to the communities and business owners who find themselves in this struggle to 

survive. I can only hope that the state will act to improve the 
lives of those who live there by agreeing that the rails should 
be removed. 

The last ride of the season for us came on March 30th where 
we returned to Hanifin Road for the last dance. We did a 100 
mile loop that day with one of the other NYSSA Directors who 
was out for his last ride of the season as well. Now the sleds 
are in the garage ready for post season clean up and off to 
storage until the fall. Maybe next week it will be about time to 
break out the camper and ready it for the beginning of an-
other season.  

The Forum/Annual meeting and end of year extravaganza is 
just around the corner. I look forward to this event every year 
as it’s a great time to spend with other snowmobilers from all 
over the state. We swap stories of our season and get all the 
news of the things that are happening throughout the state. 

There are 634 delegates registered for the meeting so far and I mentioned to the Hyatt staff to make sure the chef and 
his staff are ready for over 600 hungry snowmobilers at the 
Saturday night banquet/Super Raffle drawing. 

Which reminds me, if you haven’t gotten your Super Raffle 
Tickets yet, it’s not too late! They are $5.00 each and there 
are 51 prizes listed this year including 3 brand new snowmo-
biles, a Triton Trailer, Cash and overnight stays at snowmobile 
friendly hotels and resorts.  

Contact your club for tickets or shoot me an email at  
Secretary@NYSnowmobiler.com if you are interested in  
buying one. 

See you all in Rochester !! 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

Lehigh Valley Rail Trail. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:Secretary@NYSnowmobiler.com


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  April,2014 - Page 12  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  April,2014 - Page 13  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling - I did it!  By Jim Elmore 

The International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) has a program that promotes “Take a Friend Snowmo-
biling” and all State associations are promoting this to the clubs as a way to introduce new people to snowmobiling.  On 
March 13, 2014 a former classmate of mine wanted to know if I could take a friend of hers who was visiting from New 
Zealand for a snowmobile ride.   I did not hesitate at the chance to help my classmate and her friend out on this dream.   
I met my classmate from High School, Debi Donahue, and her New Zealand friend Janet Akhurst, at the Genesee Sno-
Packers groomer facility in Oakfield, New York.   

When I met Janet she was very excited to be able to ride a snowmobile for the first time in her life.  I asked her what 
got her thinking about riding a snowmobile.  Janet explained she is on a worldwide tour of visiting friends and animal 
shelters across North America.  She is a retired educator in New Zealand school system and she wants to experience as 
much of the great things life has to offer.   She was in Quebec a few days earlier and she told me she had seen many 
people riding around on these snow machines.  She told me it looked exciting ”to do some ski-dooing” in her words, and 
she did not have time or the opportunity in Canada to try it out.   

Genesee County Director Jane Chad-
dock loaned Janet her snowmobile for 
her first riding experience.  I took 
Janet out for about 45 minutes on 
some of the trails in Genesee County.  
I at first thought it would be a slow 
ride since it was Janet’s first time out, 
but she surprised me on how well she 
did.  She had no problem turning the 
snowmobile around and she was able 
to pick up more confidence the longer 
we were riding.  When we returned to 
the groomer facility, she was visibly 

excited on this snowmobile ride, and 
she had a smile brimming from ear to 
ear from her successful journey with 
a snowmobile. 

I asked Janet what she did in New 
Zealand and what brought her to 
North America.  She was born in Eng-
land and in 1971, she moved to New 
Zealand and was employed in a 

school in Stratford, Taranaki (west of North Island) where she taught Physical Education and Math.  She is now retired 
from her profession and she works for the benefit of our feline friends across the world.  She loves cats and is very in-
volved in their care and well-being, she is involved with a cat rescue organization through the internet.  This rescue fa-

cility is in the State of Ohio and Janet says she has visited this place quite often.   Janet has a great personality, after 
you meet her and start talking with her, it feels like you have known her your whole life.  It was great to meet her and I 
invited her back to visit us again some winter.  I promised her the next time I take her for a trail ride on a snowmobile, 
it will be much longer.  

Here is Janet`s writing on her personal blog, she gave me permission to use her own feelings on her first time snowmo-
bile ride.  

I did it!! I did it!! 

I have had a snowmobile ride, about 45 minutes worth led by a guy, Jim, who is part of a well set-up club 
and on his friend's (Jane) snowmobile!!! It was awesome and so much fun, maybe one of the most fun 
things I have ever done in my life.  

(Continued on page 14) 

Jim and Janet getting ready to go. 
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He gave me the run down on the controls and then I had a wee circuit of the parking area before we 
set off on a trail. He led the way and turned to check on me from time to time. He used hand signals to 
tell me to stop on a few occasions, such as when we were to turn onto a trail and when we were to 
cross a road. 

There were a couple of tricky turns but I coped OK. It is a weird feeling as it is not like a car or a mo-
tor bike as the skids do slide a wee bit from side to side. It means you have to focus on the trail ahead 
and not think about other things.  At the first stop he told me that going a bit faster straightens the 
ride up and as I discovered this is true. I actually got up to 30 mph on occasions!  

It is best to follow at a bit of a distance in case anything happens in front and as the occasional piece 
of ice or snow gets kicked up. Jim and Jane are really lovely people and it was so good of them to do 
this for a complete stranger. To lend your snowmobile to a complete stranger is beyond the call as far 
as I am concerned!  

I really appreciate this as well as the time they gave up! We met them at 5.30 pm in the evening and I 

was so lucky with the weather. It was a beautiful day, cold but sunny with a lovely blue sky. The extra 
snow from yesterday made the conditions perfect. Earlier, I took a few photos as the weather had 
changed yet again!! Then we went out for lunch, picked up a few supplies and headed back to the 
house for a break before setting off to Oakfield-Alabama, NY. Irene had hoped to organise a ride but 
her friend was away. A chance contact via FB with Debi, who I had met through FFRC and who had 
put out a plea on her FB page, led to what followed.  

We picked up Debi and then we headed for the Sno-Packers Groomer facility where we were to meet 
our hosts and the rest followed from there.  After the ride we had a photo session and also looked at 
the snow Groomers that are used to prepare the trails so the snow is smooth enough for the snowmo-
biles. The machines that pull the groomers are much larger than I thought they would be! 

We drove back to Batavia and had Pizza for tea, it was a great ending to a wonderful day. I was, and 

still am, walking on air, it was such a wonderful experience, one I will never ever forget!! Once again a 

huge thank you for Jim, Jane, Debi and Irene for enabling this wonderful day!! 

(Continued from page 13) 

There she goes!  
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

7th Annual Adirondack Trails Conference May 17th   

 NYSSA will once again be hosting a gathering of the 
Adirondack-area Trail Maintenance Entity representatives and 
DEC representatives in Long Lake on 5/17/14.  The conference 
will be held at The Adirondack Hotel at 10:00 am, where club 
and Town officials get the opportunity to meet face-to-face with 
DEC and other State agency representatives to discuss and work 
on the unique, challenging factors that TMEs face in building 
and maintaining trails in the ADK Park.  Trail signage will be a 
big discussion this year, as will bridge widths and UMP amend-
ments.  Anyone can attend this meeting, but an e-mail to me 
(jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com) must be sent as soon as possible to 
rsvp, as seats are limited.  Coffee and refreshments will be 
served.    

Snowmobile Fatalities 

 Unfortunately, the number has risen to 12 so far this season.  Again, the majority are happening OFF club-
maintained and marked trails, keeping with the factual claim that “marked snowmobile trails are the safest places to 
ride”.  Please adhere to the reminders clubs send out to riders and trail visitors of the safety message via into their 
newsletters and on their social media sites addressing STAYING ON THE MARKED TRAILS, as well as that same trail 
signage.   

No NEW News on the PROTECT! Lawsuit… 

We have not heard much recently except a brief synopsis of a discussion had with the NYS Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office 3 weeks ago from our representing attorney, Mr. David Linger.  As more new news comes in, all will be 
kept informed. 

Adirondack Rail Trail proposal…  

 Still no news has taken place on re-opening the UMP.  I have met with the other ARTA Board members as to 
our continued support of removing the rails and in reference to their recent meeting with the DOT Commissioner, 
Joan McDonald… which seemed to go well in the realm that the commissioner feels that the trail advocates are very 
strong politically. 

 When the UMP is announced to being re-opened, announcements and action alerts will be sent out to the 
entire NYSSA club membership lists, so as to get as many public input letters written and to have as many snowmo-

bilers at the public meetings.  PLEASE, this is a very big issue in the ADK Park for the communities there.  They 
mostly all support the rails being removed…and snowmobilers will have a much longer season to enjoy in that area. 

The Essex Chain of Lakes Land Classification 

 Nothing new has come about on this issue since last month.  It seems to me that a new UMP (Unit Manage-
ment Plan) will need to be established with public hearings set.  When these hearings and public input requests are 
announced, all NYSSA members will be alerted.  

Other DEC UMPs Being Reviewed    

 Spring, Summer, and Fall are the usual times when the DEC announces UMP management meetings.  As I 
am notified of them, I will send these notices out to the membership.  It is very important to have local club officials 
familiar with their trails in these areas review the drafts and make public comments of them.  I would also like to 
know of the clubs’ stances via an e-mail, so NYSSA knows which ones to support or to question publicly.  It is always 

(Continued on page 17) 
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important to have snowmobilers attend these meetings, as that is a great indicator to the DEC officials of whom is 
interested in the trails within each UMP.  

2014 NYSSA Forum 

 I will be holding a similar seminar which I had last year again this year, which is titled “All About Trails”.  I 
hope that those wishing to learn more about why things are done as they are by the clubs; how imperative good land-
owner relations are to trail locations remaining consistent annually; why signage is so important; how the trail liability 
insurance is affected by accidents and claims; what Parks paperwork requirements are all about; what exactly the 
NYSSA Trail Coordinator does 12 months a year; why clubs should strive to have their own groomer operator policy in 
place; and other important TRAIL-RELATED topics signed up.  We will have a small panel of experienced club officers 
that have done this kind of volunteer work for years give input and field questions while important information is dis-
seminated to the attendees.  It is a 2-part session on Sat. afternoon, but each session will be geared to be independ-
ent of the other so people can choose to come to both or one over the other. 

There will be 2 chainsaw safety classes (an additional charge is required) held at this year’s Forum again, with 
a different instructor this year.  Jason Dickerson brings many years of experience and classroom instructor time to 
these classes, and we welcome him back to working with the NYSSA volunteers once again.  Friday’s class was a little 
short of being considered a full class, so Anne sent out an e-mail to all clubs announcing openings.   

We will be holding 2 separate GPS semi-
nars at the Forum for those wishing to become 
more in-tune with what data is required to sub-
mit snowmobile trail locations in to Parks.  On 
Friday April 25th from 1 to 3 pm and then again 
on Saturday morning from 9 am to 11 am, Atten-
dees of the classes will learn how to take GPS 
data, save it to a file on your computer, and then 
translate it to the correct shape-files that the 

Parks software can interact with. 

 The attendees would then return to the 
class to see how to take that data, save it to a 
file on your computer, and then translate it to 
the correct shape-files that the Parks software 
can interact with. 

Bulk Sign Order 

 Clubs will be receiving the recently completed Bulk Sign Order forms via e-mail this next week.  The forms will 
be available in the Forum book and at my Forum session along with order forms for the E-911 signs.  We will be host-
ing fillable-forms on our website as well. 

 Clubs should really take advantage of these low prices that Voss has given us, and as a suggestion from me, 

purchase the thicker signs when available.  They last longer, are more durable to weather, and are much more visible 
for not much more money.  The orders will be in and delivered to the NYSSA Directors at the September NYSSA  
meeting in Syracuse.   

 

 

(Continued from page 16) 
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The Future of Snowmobiling  by Dominic Jacangelo 

 

I hate to say it but my thoughts frequently ponder the question, “Where will new riders come from?”   When a new 
inexpensive sled is close to $10,000 who will be filling the shoes of those who are leaving the sport because of age?   

 

On a February ride out of Grafton State Park, I had my eyes opened and my optimism restored.  I went up to the 
Park alone with the thought that I would meet someone and ask if they would mind my riding along with them.  
Two couples with sleds pulled up next to my trailer. I assumed knew their way around the local system.  They knew 
less than I did so I agreed to lead and off we went for a relatively short distance ride.  I think we went less than 20 
miles.   

 

Here’s the point to this story the two young couples had three sleds between them.  The newest was a 99 Polaris 

Classic Two Up.  They were all proud of the fact that they had found gear on various websites at ridiculously low 
prices. For one of the couples, this was the first time they had ever been on a groomed and marked trail.  They had 
ridden farm fields down in the Poughkeepsie area but had never ridden a trail.  Jonathan had built a sled loader for 
his pickup truck that appeared to work better than some tip up trailers.  He credited You Tube for the design.  We 
spent some time talking about club membership and volunteering.  Most importantly, we all had a blast on the ride!  

  

Last I heard from them they went to Charlie’s Inn and rode C7 and went on to Schroon Lake to get stuck in the 
powder and slush.  I have the feeling that someone who is relatively new, is hooked on the sport and will be step-
ping up their ride before too long.    

 

I hope they have many years of great riding in front of them.   

 

New Friends from the Trail C9:  
Jonathan Tobler from Albany, Caro-
line DuVernoy from Albany, Melody 
Del Medico Wappingers Falls, & 
Mike Del Medico Wappingers Falls 
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Directors Wanted 
The NYSSA Board of Directors is made up of the elected directors from each district in NYSSA, the elected officers of 

NYSSA, the immediate past-president of NYSSA and up to three Directors-at Large (DAL).The Directors At Large are 
elected by the BOD at the meeting following the Annual Meeting. 

A director can only represent one district. 

An elected director must be a resident of New York State, a member of NYSSA and a member of a club in the district they 
represent. 

Director Elections 

Each District Director is elected by the clubs in the District that are also members of NYSSA. Each NYSSA-member club in 

the District is entitled to one vote for District Director. 

Each District should complete its District Director election at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting. NYSSA will mail or 

e-mail to each club the Director Certification Form for use by individual member clubs. Also, each county association will 
be mailed a Certification Form for use by county associations. To complete the Director election in the District, member 

clubs may record its vote by completing the Member Club Certification Form or each member club may record its vote by 
using the County Association Certification Form. NYSSA will mail out these forms at least sixty days prior to the Annual 

Meeting. 

If more than one candidate receives votes by NYSSA-member clubs in a district, the candidate with the majority of votes 

of the NYSSA-member clubs that have voted will be recognized as the District Director. 

In a single county district, the county association or federation is not entitled to vote for the district director. County asso-

ciations and federations in a multi-county district are not entitled to a vote, as all voting is done through the club dele-
gates. The single county certification form may be used by the NYSSAmember clubs in the association or federation as a 

means to record their vote. 

Each District may appoint or elect an Alternate Director, who would attend NYSSA meetings to represent the District in 

place of the elected Director. 

NYSSA must be notified of Alternate Director appointment via the certification form prior to attendance at BOD meetings. 

After three months have passed after the annual meeting, the NYSSA BOD may appoint a District Director for a District 

that has not elected a Director. 

Elected District Directors assume their duties at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting. 

DUTIES OF DIRECTOR 

The District Director is the individual that has been elected by the NYSSA member clubs in a District to represent each club 

and the District on the NYSSA BOD. 

The duties of District Director are as follows: 

-Provide active leadership in NYSSA and for its activities in the district 

-Serve on the NYSSA BOD and attend its meetings. 

-Be the prime communication link between NYSSA and the clubs in the District 

-Serve on at least one NYSSA Standing Committee as appointed by the President 

-Be familiar with and follow the NYSSA By-Laws 

-Attend at least one regular meeting of each club in the District or attend regular association/federation meetings during 

the NYSSA fiscal year 

-Promote membership in NYSSA of clubs, associations businesses and individuals in the District. 
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DISTRICT DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION FORM 

FOR USE IN MULTI-COUNTY DISTRICTS 

 
 

DISTRICT _______________________ DATE _________  

 

CLUB _____________________________________ 

 

NAME OF DIRECTOR CANDIDATE:  
___________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________ 
Phone_______________________Cell________________________ 
Email __________________________________________________ 

 

 

SIGNATURE OF CLUB OFFICER: 
 
 __________________________________________ 
 

 

 

This Certification Form must be returned to the NYSSA Office by May 1. 

 

 
NYSSA, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566  

Tel: 888-624-3849 Fax: 888-317-2441 email: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 
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DISTRICT DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION FORM 

FOR USE BY SINGLE-COUNTY DISTRICTS 

 

DISTRICT ____________________________DATE_____________ 
 

NAME OF ELECTED DIRECTOR____________________________ 
Address________________________________________________ 
Phone_______________________Cell________________________ 
Email __________________________________________________ 

 

SIGNATURE OF ASSOCIATION OR FEDERATION PRESIDENT: 
 

 ________________________________________ 

 

SIGNATURE OF ASSOCIATION OR FEDERATION SECRETARY: 
 
 ________________________________________ 

 

This Certification Form must be returned to the NYSSA Office by May 1. 

Names of NYSSA member-clubs in this District: 
 

1.______________________________________________________________ 
 

2.______________________________________________________________ 
  

3.______________________________________________________________ 
 

4.______________________________________________________________ 
 

5.______________________________________________________________ 
 

6.______________________________________________________________ 
 

7.______________________________________________________________ 
 

8.______________________________________________________________ 
 

9.______________________________________________________________ 

 

10. ____________________________________________________________ 

NYSSA, PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566  

Tel: 888-624-3849 Fax: 888-317-2441 email: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 
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May 1, 2014 
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NYSSA CHARITIES PAGE 

Pink Ribbon Riders www.pinkribbonriders.com 
The Pink Ribbon Riders mission is to promote awareness of breast  
cancer in the motor sports industry for both men and women while  
raising funds for those in need.  

Easter Seals www.easterseals.com 
Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and  
special needs, and their families, live better lives for over 85 years.  

NYSSA encourages its individual members and its Clubs to support 

the following charitable organizations: 

The USO www.uso.org/howtohelp 

The USO is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
support the troops by providing morale, welfare and  
recreation-type services to our men and women in uniform. 

Safety Question: 

Q: How can you make the 
snowmobile turn better? 
 

A) Sit way back on the seat 

 

B) Use the posting position 

 

C) Lean into the turns 

A
n

sw
er: C
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  
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Club Events are listed on our website: 

 www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Safety Courses are listed at  

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
April 25-27, 2014 NYSSA Educational Forum and Annual Meeting 

 (Hotel Reservations, Hyatt Regency Rochester) 
Vendor Information! Registration closes 3/31/14. 

Rochester Convention Center, 
Rochester, NY 

May 31, 2014 
(no June Meeting) 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

July 12, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

August 2, 2013 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting  Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

September 6, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

October 4, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

October 3, 4, 5 THE BIG EAST SNOWMOBILE SHOW! OnCenter, Syracuse NY 

(10 days after each BOD Meeting). 

May 7, 2014 

June 10 

July 22, 2014 

August 12, 2014 

September 16, 2014 

October 14, 2014 

November 11, 2014 

December 16, 2014 

Season 2014-15 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 
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