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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The 47th International Snowmobile Congress (ISC) just finished up last week in Niagara Falls, New 
York, as many are aware, was the host for snowmobilers from around the world.   We have received 
many compliments on how well the Congress ran and the opportunity to visit the great City of Niag-

ara Falls, USA.  This is the third time we have hosted the ISC. The last one was also held in Niagara Falls in 1980 and 
two attendees of that Congress were in attendance this time around.  In attendance this year at the ISC were a major-
ity of the State grant administrators and all the State and Canadian snowmobile associations.  Also in attendance were 
all the groomer manufacturers and almost any other snowmobile related business; with vendors ready to help explain 
their products.  Many fundraising events took place during the week and with some  proceeds going to the Sled Warri-
ors snowmobile legal defense fund and the Friends of Snowmobiling Political Action Committee.  Many Western Snow-
mobile Associations have large legal bills as they battle to keep Federal lands open for recreation.   NYSSA stands 

alongside our fellow snowmobilers in this constant battle to keep public land open.  We understand their battles be-
cause we have our own here in our State when dealing with different groups and activists. 

Summer is a slow time for many club activities across the State.  Some are building bridges and cutting brush from the 
trails.  The big news of the last two weeks is the two escaped convicts from Clinton Correctional Facility.  Please be 
aware if you are out in areas across the State where law enforcement believes these two are.  Please check your deer 
cams or other security devices for these two, the reward is quite large and we all would like to see these two returned 
to prison very soon.  Please use caution as always when working on 
the trails and keep your eyes open for all kinds of dangers.  

Melvin the Moose has left the State! Last year in Keystone, Colorado, 
NYSSA kidnapped their mascot.  We wrote out a ransom note ex-
plaining how they could get Melvin back during the last day of the 
2014 ISC.  We demanded a thousand dollar donation for the legal 
defense fund, if they failed to raise it, Melvin would never be seen 
again in Colorado.  They did a great job trying to raise the $1000 
but, they came up short a few hundred dollars.  

So, I had Melvin shipped back to NY and Melvin has been living here 
the last 12 months, till last week.  He has been a great ambassador 
for NYSSA and he has attended many club functions across the 
State.  As the ISC came to an end last week, Melvin was placed on 
the Auction block.  Mr. Roger Lampitt (who was one in attendance 
from the 1980 ISC) is the auctioneer for these types of fund raising 
events.  Melvin was sold to the highest bidder for $475 and he is 
now on his way to live in South Dakota.  He will be their mascot for 
the following year and he did end up raising over a $1000 since last 
year for the legal defense fund.  NYSSA wishes Melvin the best and 
we will see him next year in Rapid City.  

The ISC is a great event to learn about snowmobiling issues across 
the country, Canada and around the world.   I doubt our Forum 
could be an event like an ISC in terms of length (four days) but, we 
do try to stuff 4 days of material into our Annual Forum each year.  I would recommend all club volunteers  try to at-
tend our Annual Forum. We have some great classes and fun events for everyone who attends. Our 2016 & 2017 Fo-
rum will be in Lake Placid.  If you never been to this area, I would suggest you start planning to attend and not miss 
out.  More specifics will be announced later this year.     

Our Country`s Independence Day is fast approaching, please enjoy the holiday with family and friends and enjoy the 
rest of the summer.  

James Elmore, President 

Melvin seems a bit relaxed for something as important as 

the Flag Ceremony at ISC2015! Photo by Jane Chaddock. 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

Happy Fathers Day to all the dads!  May you have great opportunities this winter to share your snowmobile  
experience with your children!  Remember only six months before winter is officially here!  
 
Snowmobile Trail Issues 
 
I wish I could say that all was quiet on the snowmobiling regulatory front but it is far from that.  In June the Adiron-
dack Park Agency took public comment on a multi use (including snowmobiles) community connector plan to con-
nect Newcomb, North Hudson and Minerva.  The plan was amended in the last minute to remove the discussion of a 
community connector plan that will address the Essex Chain of Lakes tract including crossing the Hudson and Cedar 
Rivers.  On the surface, there was nothing really wrong with the plan as presented.  What will be telling is what this 
network of trails will look like on the ground.  If they ride like the Seventh Lake Trail, this could end up being 25 miles 
of very unattractive trail.  We suggested that they not close the Cheny Pond trail since it is built on an old road and 
just needs improvement.   
 
DEC is expected to release a proposal for a trail plan within the Essex Chain any day.   That plan will address the 
Polaris Bridge and a crossing of the Cedar River.  The plan is seen as a critical element to the Five Town Recreation 
Hub (Long Lake, Newcomb, Minerva, Indian Lake and North Hudson). The plan should propose a direct connection 
between Indian Lake and Minerva without the need to go to Newcomb.  There will be those who will argue that such 
a connection will duplicate other trails in the area.  Do trails miles apart actually duplicate each other?  They certainly 
won’t be parallel trails and they will provide an alternative route should a fallen tree(s) block the trail.  When this plan 
comes out your comments will be needed to demonstrate the importance of creating a network of trails in the 
Five Town area.  Without your comments it is unlikely that this plan will advance.  You can be sure that we will inform 

you when it will be time to speak up through an “Action Alert!” 
 
The Remsen – Lake Placid Travel Corridor (Adirondack Railroad)  is by far the most import snowmobile trail 
in the Adirondacks.  The travel corridor connects dozens of other trails through the park and serves as a central spine 
for our network.  It serves this role despite the fact that its use is limited by requiring deep snow to cover the tracks 
in order to be used safely.  On June 11, 2015 NY Department of Transportation and the NY Department of Environ-
mental Conservation Announced a Draft Amendment to the Unit Management Plan for the Travel Corridor.  The De-
partments propose removal of the rail from Lake Placid to Tupper Lake for a multi use trail and enhanced rail service 
from Tupper Lake to Big Moose (Old Forge) allowing for passengers to be carried from Utica to Tupper Lake. 
There are a great many items which concern us about this draft management plan.  Just what does” enhanced” pas-
senger service mean?  If it means winter trains, we will have to absolutely oppose such a plan.  The plan talks about 
building alternative trails to the Corridor.  Can those new trails ever take the place of the corridor?  We don’t think so!   
A public hearing will be held on Wednesday, July 8, at 7:00 pm in the auditorium of the Tupper Lake 

Middle-High School at 25 Chaney Avenue in Tupper Lake. Written comments will also be accepted  
until July 27, 2015. Please submit comments to: 
 John Schmid, Natural Resources Planner 
 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
 625 Broadway, 5th Floor 
 Albany, NY 12233-4254 
 adirondackpark@dec.ny.gov 
 

We strongly urge you to read the draft UMP and submit comments.   
 
I took the beginning of summer as an opportunity to pick up a new trailer ramp to replace the one I donated to 
somebody along the route from Lake Placid to home, and to drop off my sled at my favorite dealer, Edelmann Sales 
outside of Troy.  With 3,000 miles on it, it was time to do a few things that are beyond my knowledge base and spare 

(Continued on page 6) 
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time.   A few dollars spent now is worth not walking many miles out of the back woods of the Adirondacks.   If you 
haven’t done it already, now is the time to get that sled ready for next winter.  Now is a good time to join your club 
before that sled renewal shows up in the mail.  The clubs can really use an influx of dollars now so that they can get 
their equipment ready for next winter.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Safety Question: 

Q: Over the years, snowmobiles became much  
safer and more enjoyable products due to   

A)  “lemon” laws about poor quality products 

B)  Voluntary safety and environmental standards  
adopted by the snowmobile industry 

C)  International agreements on engineering standards 

A
n

sw
er: B

 

Note: we don’t make these questions up - they’re  right out of the Safety Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- beginning in September each year. 

New York State Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul was presented with the “Rookie of the Year” award at 

the ISC 2015 Offsite Reception.  Left to right: NYSSA President Jim Elmore, ISC Co Chair Gary Broderick, 

NYS Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul, NYSSA Executive Director Dom Jacangelo.  

Photo by Jane Chaddock. 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

The Remsen-Lake Placid Travel Corridor Unit Management Plan (UMP) was set into action in 1996.  For 19 
years now, NYSSA has had a concern about the rails being in place along the entire 119-mile long State-
owned right of way.  The southernmost segment between Remsen and the Old Forge/Thendara area has 

been the location of a long-standing scenic train ride that sets out 
from Utica.  The next 12 miles to Big Moose Station from Thendara 
was recently rebuilt to be approved for train passenger cars and is 
again being rebuilt in one section this year as well to safely allow 
train passengers.  The next 62 miles north from Big Moose Station 
to Saranac Lake is so deteriorated that train passengers have not 
been allowed to be transported on this segment, while the remain-
ing 17 miles from Saranac Lake to Lake Placid was the location for 
another scenic train excursion ride.  Obviously when snow covers 
the rails, snowmobile riders haven’t really been able to see the true 
condition of the corridor itself.  Others, like me, have though…and 
it’s NOT PRETTY!  (see thearta.org for more pictures).  State tax 
dollars as well as federal grants have kept open most of what is still 
being used by the private train company today with their scenic 
train excursion rides.     

NYSSA has been a permit holder for the entire 119 mile long corridor from Dec. 1st to May 1st each year so 
as to allow snowmobile traffic on the travel corridor.  The NYS DOT has jurisdiction over the entire length of 
the corridor, while the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP) is the document that controls how 
that State land can be used.  In the SLMP’s classification of a Travel Corridor, snowmobile use is allowed.  
Environmental groups, some who generally oppose snowmobile use, have publicly stated that having snow-
mobiles on that corridor (which obviously had trains on it since 1892) was acceptable as it keeps them on the 
elevated line and out of the adjoining sensitive areas of the ADK Forest Preserve.  No trees need to be cut to 
have that such trail open for safe snowmobile use, and it is definitely the most direct route between the Tri-
Lakes area and the Old Forge area.  Currently, the section from Remsen to Thendara has alternate snowmo-
bile trails that mostly allow for snowmobile use off the corridor, but from Thendara to Big Moose Station the 
Town of Webb snowmobile trail system permit is in place requiring an additional fee to snowmobile those 
trails off and crossing the corridor.  From Big Moose Station north does not have many areas where snowmo-
biles can ride off the corridor, nor are their many trails designated for snowmobile use to nearby  
communities.       

The rails are a problem! 

The fact of the matter and the driving force for concern to snowmobilers is the rails cause the corridor to be 
limited in our use during the early part of the winter season, during low snow winters, at the end of the sea-
sons, and during times of a strong thaw in the middle of the winters too.  The rails need a good 18 to 24 
inches of snow to even begin filling in between them.  The groomers that are run on the corridor must deal 
with the rails, a dangerous ride at many times with the groomer’s steel tracks and their steel drags on top of 
the steel rails.  Sled traffic wears down the snow-base exposing the rails in many places even in good years, 
causing sleds to be a bit “squirrely” when our snowmobile tracks and skis hit these areas.  Those exposed 
rails also suck up heat from the sun and melt the neighboring snow rapidly, even on below freezing days.  In 

(Continued on page 8) 

Shifted plate and missing spikes, near Lake Colby, 

July 2013. Photo courtesy the arta.org 
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low snow years and areas where the wind blows 
the snow off the corridor, the exposed rails have 
switches and “frogs” that many unsuspecting rid-
ers have hit and done major damage to their 
snowmobile’s front suspensions.  Having the rails 
completely filled in or removed would eliminate 
these safety issues, and allow for a much longer 
and safer snowmobile season to the ADK commu-
nities along/near this corridor. 

 

Back in Oct of 2013, NYSSA’s Board resolved to 
support removal of the rails from Thendara to 
Saranac Lake to be converted to a multi-use trail 
that would include snowmobile use.  We had sev-
eral caveats in that resolution that included the 
corridor would remain under the jurisdiction of 
the NYS DOT, that the land be a Travel Corridor 
UMP under NYS DEC control, and that a side-by-
side multi-use trail from Saranac lake to Lake 
Placid be built right away (among other caveats 
that would protect snowmobile use and help with 
the ADK communities to better enjoy the eco-
nomic benefits of snowmobilers in the winter 
months).  Since then, the State has researched 
alternate routes suggested by the train advocates 
and eliminated the side-by-side trail development plans, stating they are not feasible.  NYSSA agreed with 
that sentiment and drew up a new resolution last December, 2014.  We changed our position and included 
that we agree with the State that the segment between Saranac Lake and Lake Placid needs to become a 
multi-use trail with snowmobiles included.  We also changed our stance and realized that with the millions of 
dollars that our State had recently put into the Thendara to Big Moose Station section that they most likely 
won’t pull up those rails.  So, our latest resolution supports a multi-use, four-season trail from Big Moose Sta-
tion to Lake Placid. 

 

We at NYSSA have been alerting our membership of the Travel Corridor’s activity for the past four years.  We 
appreciate all snowmobilers who have taken the time to submit comments as well as passing on the UMP no-
tices to other friends and family that may have an interest in the corridor.  Earlier this month, NYS DEC 
and DOT released a joint statement on this UMP’s amendment.  You can view it here:   
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/62816.html.  In summary, it includes a preferred plan to transform the 
34 miles from Tupper Lake to Lake Placid into a multi-use trail that includes snowmobiles but also keeps the 
rails in place south of Tupper Lake to Big Moose Station for passenger service.  It also entertains an idea that 
somehow a series of “community connector snowmobile trails” can and will be built along/from the corridor 
to connect the nearby communities.   

At this point, NYSSA has reservations about those trail building plans.  Does everyone recall the many recent 
reportings by NYSSA of the lawsuit against the NYS DEC and the APA (Adirondack Park Agency) due to a 
community connector snowmobile trail between Moose River Plains and Raquette Lake in the Towns of Inlet 
and Long Lake?  The lawsuit from an environmental group contends that the DEC cut too many trees to build 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Stuck in a switch, another sled couldn’t pull it out. Talk about ruining your 

day. Photo by Lori Pinckney. 
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this 11-mile long trail, and that the APA should have stopped them in the planning stages.  Well, can we be 
confident that any new snowmobile trail in the ADK Parks’ Forest Preserve will be built to a standard any-
where near as nice as the travel corridor is when it is fully covered with snow?  Trees will obviously have to 
be cut in order to build such an enjoyable snowmobile trail that riders would want to use to get to those ADK 
communities.  Many, many trees would need to be cut!  Concern here is a certainty.  And the price quotes 
from businesses that convert old railroad lines into multi-use trails which have been submitted to the rail-to-
trail advocates state that the scrap value of the rails will pay for their full removal AND the building of the 
trail with no cost to the State taxpayers. 

The time to act is coming soon! 

When you visit the DEC’s link on the new 2015 Draft UMP Amendment and info about the July 8th public 
comment meeting in Tupper Lake, you will also find the 1996 UMP as well as the full 2015 Draft Amendment 
in .pdf format.  NYSSA will be sending out an e-mail in the coming weeks to all members for whom 
we have email addresses.  In that correspondence will be “talking points” that can and should be included in 
your submitted written comments to the DEC.  We will ask that every member take this opportunity to share 
their thoughts on the Amendment as well as any experiences you may have riding on this corridor…both 
good and bad.  Submitting written comments on State plans on State land that we all use is very important to 
the process of educating our elected officials and State workers of what we want to see take place.  Asking 
the State to not stop at Tupper Lake with their plans to remove the rails, but to keep going all the way south 
to Big Moose Station is the best plan for this mostly unused, former rail-line that will bolster the economic 
benefits to all of the communities along and near the corridor by way of the four-season, multi-use trail.   
Bicyclists, hikers, cross-country skiers, snow-shoers, and snowmobile riders will all enjoy this new trail! 

 

Be informed and be prepared to submit your public comments prior to July 27.  We will be sending out more 
info soon.  For those near the Tri-Lakes area, please try to attend the July 8th meeting in Tupper Lake.  

 

 

RIDE RIGHT!  And BETWEEN THE STAKES!!! 

 

Join a club, wherever you ride!!! 

 

SUPPORT YOUR SPORT! 

 

 

 

THINK!  You certainly are an ambassador of this 

sport…whether you know it or not! 

(Continued from page 8) 

Photo by Jane Chaddock 
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Tate Connor of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  

Wins 2015 Trail Worker Award 

Jim Rolf, New York State Snowmobile Association Trails Coordinator, nominated Connor for recognition at the 22
nd

 Interna-
tional Trails Symposium in Portland, Oregon 

Portland, OR – On May 19, 2015, Tate Connor of the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) re-
ceived the 2015 Trail Worker Award from American Trails at the 
22nd International Trails Symposium. Connor, Senior Forester/
Planner for NYS DEC in Region 5, was nominated by Jim Rolf, 
Trails Coordinator of the New York State Snowmobile Association 
(NYSSA) in recognition of Connor’s valuable partnership to the 
sport of snowmobiling in New York State. 

This award recognizes an individual that has made outstanding con-
tributions and provided consistent support for trail planning, devel-
opment, or maintenance. It is intended to recognize the efforts of a 
private or public sector individual working for enhanced trail recrea-
tion on either the local, state, or national level. 

“I have had the pleasure of working with Tate on different DEC-
related trail projects and training classes over the years, and truly 
appreciate our working relationship that has allowed us to discuss 
successful designing, building and maintenance issues that snow-
mobile trails have in order to be enjoyed by thousands of New York 
State snowmobilers,” said Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trails Coordinator. 
“Specifically, working with Tate on the 7th Mt. Lake Trail in the 
Towns of Inlet and Long Lake over a period of 2 years is why I 
nominated Tate for this prestigious international award, that he 
rightly deserves.” 

The NYSDEC undertook a tremendous task when they outlined and 
planned a multi-use trail in the Adirondack Park (ADK) a few years 
ago, giving Tate the job of Senior Project Leader. The trail would 
need to meet State Laws, pass Adirondack Park Agency (APA) 
regulations, and require countless hours of work from NYSDEC 
staff, municipal partners, and volunteers from the snowmobile com-
munity and other trail user-groups. Bridge-building supplies were 
hauled in by snowmobile clubs including the Inlet Barnstormers, the 
Algonquin Sno-Blazers, and the West Rome Riders, as well as a 
few of the local towns that also maintain snowmobile trails in the 

Adirondacks. The NYSSA volunteers helped supply the trail workers by hauling in the necessary resources for the 29 bridges 
within the 11-mile long trail. 

The effort required to build this new trail took over 10,000 cumulative hours, both paid staff members of the different agencies 
along with the volunteers, to complete is a true collaborative effort. The multi-use trail is currently open as a “community con-
nector” snowmobile trail during the winter months and all year long it’s open to the other user-groups mentioned. It is a great 
addition to the ADK Park in connecting communities like Inlet and Indian Lake areas to the Raquette Lake area, and ice-versa. 
It gives hikers, bikers, and the allowed winter users the easier ability to connect to these communities now. 

In Sept. of 2014, I submitted a nomination for a DEC employee to be considered for a Trail 

Worker Award from American Trails magazine.  This past March, I was notified by American 

Trails staff that out of the thousands of nominations internationally, Tate Connor of the NYS DEC 

Region 5 office in the ADK Parks was selected.  It was an honor for me to be able to be involved 

in this process of acknowledging and respecting the work of a public employee that helped signifi-

cantly in the development of a multi-use trail which includes snowmobile use during the winter. 

I was personally asked by Tate to get him equipment and volunteer help for the 7th Mountain Lake 

Trail between the Towns of Inlet and Long Lake.  We had several people from local towns as well 

as individual volunteers from snowmobile clubs as far away as the Rochester area helping out 

with the needs for that new trail.  Tate was the Sr. Forester and Planner for the development of 

the new trail, charged with oversight of the entire project, staff, seasonal state workers, and vol-

unteers.  He did a great job, in my view, and for his efforts deserved this award.   ~Jim Rolf 
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TC Riders receive Club of the Year Award  
from the American Council of Snowmobile Associations 

Inducted into the Snowmobile Hall of fame in Eagle River, Wisconsin 

Congratulations go to the T. C. Riders Snowmobile Club of Camden, New York for winning 

the American Council of Snowmobile Associations’ Club of the Year Award.  The club was se-

lected for this national award from nominees submitted by State Snowmobile Associations 

across the USA.  The award was presented at the International Snowmobile Congress in Niag-

ara Falls, June 13.  As this season’s winner, the Club will also be inducted into the Snowmobile 

Hall of Fame in Eagle River, WI. 

Left to right: ACSA VP Bob Kirchner, TC Riders Directors Steve Unruh and Jim Simons, TC Riders President Dave Haflett, and ACSA 

President Duane Sutton. 

Photo by Jane Chaddock 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  June 2015 - Page 12  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

SCENES FROM THE ISC! 

Levi LeVallee and our official photographer, Jane Chaddock, mug for the camera.  Levi addressed the attendees during Saturday’s 

morning breakfast, speaking about his how his career developed through the years, his setback with a very serious crash, and his 

amazing comeback just a year later.  Levi graciously answered questions, signed autographs and posed for pictures throughout the 

day, and stayed for the Awards Banquet and “Thirsty Dog” reception Saturday night. 

Jane did a great job of capturing the serious moments of the International Snowmobile Congress, as well as the fun parts of the event. 

It’s a huge task, and she seemed to be everywhere at once!  View more of the moments Jane captured on the ISC2015 Facebook 

page. 

Three years of planning culminated in the 2015 International Snowmobile Congress, held June 10 - 13 at the Niagara Falls Conven-

tion Center, just a short walk from the American falls itself.  391 attendees from three countries were treated to seminars, receptions, 

banquets, guest speakers, and of course some very serious meetings, along with some fun side trips around the area.  

Thank you Featured Sponsors! 
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Pictured, back row: Kate Rolf, Jim Rolf, Erin Pittsley, John Winterton, Craig LaPlante, Mark Wolfanger, Terri Jacan-

gelo, Mike Blance, Dave Sprague, Roger McCabe, Jaimie Warner. Middle Row:  Debbie Perkins, Kelly Jerome, Dom 

Jacangelo, NYSSA President Jim Elmore, Past President Hal Fleischman, Lisa Burnett, Anne O’Dell, Jane Chaddock.  

Front Row:  ISC2015 Co-Chairs, NYSSA Secretary Rosanne Warner, Past President Gary Broderick.   

ISC Volunteers  

ISC 2015 Planning Committee Co-Chairs – Gary Broderick and Rosanne Warner 
Beverage Support     Kate Rolf/Lisa Burnett 
Exhibition Area Floor Managers Dave Sprague / Craig LaPlante 
Email and Print Communications Anne O’Dell 
Groomer Reception     Kate Rolf/Dominic Jacangelo/Jim Elmore 
Guest Speaker Coordinator/Emcee Duties Gary Broderick, Dominic Jacangelo 
Hotel Intermediary    Debbie Perkins/Dave Perkins 
Meal/Banquet Coordinator   Kate Rolf/Lisa Burnett 
Media Coordinator    Matt Cannon 
Meeting/Class Scheduling/Room Prep  Jim Rolf / Rosanne Warner 
Merchandise/Sponsor Merchandise  Debbie Perkins / Gary Broderick /Dom Jacangelo 
Official Photographer   Jane Chaddock / Gramercy Communications 
Security/Conference Bags  Bob Bach/George Couell/Jaimie Warner 
Sponsor/Vendor Coordination   Dominic Jacangelo 
Signage     Mark Wolfanger / Mike Blance 
Silent Auction /Youth   Kelly Jerome  
Trailers     Jim Rolf 
Transportation/Field Trips/Offsite   Roger McCabe/Jamie Warner/Terri Jacangelo 
Video/Morning News   Gramercy Communications: Matt Cannon  & Jake Dumesnil with Video Mike Grant 
Vintage Show Coordinator   Scott Bullock/Bob Bach/John Winterton 
Volunteer Coordinators  John Occhino/Hal Fleischman 
Website/Online/Onsite Registration  Anne O’Dell /Lori Pinckney/Terri Jacangelo/Erin Pittsley 
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At the ISC2015 event, I was assigned to work with NYSSA Secretary Rosanne Warner to make sure that all rooms had 
correct audiovisual setups as requested by the Speaker, and water, glasses, pens and paper at each session’s tables 
(You would be surprised how important that is, and how difficult to do over a four-day event with some dozen rooms 
going at once).  Also, I worked alongside Linda Rockwood (of MVGIS) and Mark Wolfanger (the NYSSA Director from 
Steuben Co) on the GPS/GISing of Trails breakout session.  They presented an much appreciated overview of why it is 
important to have accurate GPS data converted to GIS format using the newest and current technology available, along 
with how NYS Parks requires our clubs to collect and submit that snowmobile trail data for mapping purposes. 

I also hosted my own 
breakout session on Trail 
Signage with Jeff 
Woodworth of Voss 
Signs.  We emphasized in 

the Powerpoint presenta-
tion the desire to have 
less signs on the trails vs. 
having signs that alert 
riders to the significant 
changes in the trails’ 
characteristics, such as 
narrowing trails, curves, 
bridges, culverts, and 
blind hills for example 
among others.  Trail rid-
ing experience was men-
tioned as a factor in determining placement of signage along with common sense.  That class went over quite well with 
input from other States and Canadian Provinces about their jurisdiction’s signing guidelines (mandates, in some areas) 
as well as Inherent Risk laws that they may have in place to better protect the club workers/volunteers, the landowners, 
and the jurisdictions themselves. 

One of the best things about attending an International Snowmobile Congress for me, as the NYSSA Trails Coordinator, 
is that it gives me the ability and opportunity to meet face to face with snowmobile trail colleagues.  There are people 
that have attended all 47 of these ISC events, and hold quite a lot of experience in the snowmobile trail and administra-
tion fields.  From other State or Provincial Trail Coordinators/Managers to Jurisdiction Administrators…lots of great infor-
mation is had to those that get involved in sessions.  I attended as much of the International Association of Snowmobile 
Administrator (IASA) sessions as I could considering the other tasks I was involved with as part of the ISC hosts.  The 
former NYS Parks Snowmobile Unit Director, Steve Lewis, was selected for an achievement award from the IASA. 

The amount of time and effort that goes into planning then pulling off a 4-day event such as this is more than most can 
even begin to comprehend.  Yes, NYSSA has a Forum every year that is usually 2 ½ days’ worth of sessions and our 

Annual Meeting… Our experience in managing that each year was a major contributing factor to our sucess in hosting 
the ISC2015.  I would like to acknowledge each and every one of the ISC2015 Planning committee members that 
worked on the event over the past 3 years and who made it all come together so well in Niagara Falls.  Congratulations 
on a job WELL DONE!  

ISC Volunteers by Jim Rolf 

The enormity of the event is captured in this panoramic shot taken by Jane Chaddock during one of the breakfast sessions. 
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A note from new Director Glenn Hayton, Schoharie County 
 
Being a director of NYSSA is already a challenging job. Two of Schoharie clubs just resolved an issue with a landowner 
that would have closed  a main corridor trail, that was rewarding, I like this job. But I have to stay on it: my club, the 
Sharon Pathfinders, has three bridges to rebuild and we just resurfaced a roadway on the main trail and I haven't even 
started with the other four clubs.  

Don't be bored this summer, help your local snowmobile club.  

Glenn Hayton 

The Iron Dog Brigade celebrated their 40th anniversary at the International Snowmobile Congress held in Niagara 
Falls, NY , June 10 – 13, 2015.    
 
Many people don’t know exactly what being an Iron Dog means. The Brigade was formed to be a “social and honorary 
type of organization that could make a solid contribution to furthering the sport and industry, and to be a speaker’s  
bureau that would be available to promote the sport. 
 
Over the years the organization has grown to 125 members who are inducted at their annual meeting during the Inter-

national Snowmobile Congress each June. Membership is by nomination with the main requirement being that the nomi-
nee having served at least 15 years in the sport of snowmobiling either in industry, journalism, pioneer, government or 
volunteer service. Many of their members are also members of the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame. 
 
A formal banquet was held to celebrate the anniversary. Approximately 30 Iron Dogs met along with their guests to in-
duct new members and honor some of their Brigade as well. This year’s inductees included Frank Roy, Kim Raap, and 
Dale Hickox. 
 
At each Congress, you can clearly see the “Dogs” presence as they volunteer their service to help make the event run 
smoothly. They serve as greeters, ticket takers, auctioneers, and speakers among other things. 
 
At the awards banquet, they announced the recipient of the George A Eisenhuth Distinguished Service award. This 
year’s recipient was Dennis Burns, Executive Director of the Canadian Council of Snowmobile Associations. 

 
 

Iron Dogs:  Who Let the Dogs Out?!!! 
By Mary Anne Grabow, International Snowmobile Media Chair 
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 Oldest Original  Cindy Harris / 1963 Fox Trac 

(1969 – Older)  

Oldest Restored  Thomas Dickerson /  

(1969 - Older)  1969 Scorpion 

Original      Steve Beach /  

(70s – 90s)       1972 Artic Cat Puma                                   

Restored    Doug & Bob Crandall /  

(70s - 90s) 1971 Artic Cat Panther  

Race       David Donley / 1977 Polaris RXL                                       

Muscle       David Donley / 1980 Polaris TX440 

Most Unique    Steve Beach / 1973 Sno king 

Super Show Sled   Doug & Bob Crandall /  

     1970 Artic-Cat Panther 760cc 

Best Display    Ken Robarge /  

  1963 Otter Prototypes #1 & #2 

Peoples Choice   Joe Raechal /  

   1976 Ski-Doo Elan 

 

Left:  This is one of the two 1963 Otter Prototypes, 

shown by Ken Robarge.  

Below, this interesting display of vintage Ski-Doo pro-

motional items drew a lot of attention.  

Photos by Rosanne Warner. 

47th International Snowmobile Congress 
Vintage Snowmobile Show Winners 
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ISC2015:  Fun Events and Side Trips! 

At left: The Allegheny River Indian Dancers fascinated attendees by sharing 

their culture’s sacred dances at Thursday night’s offsite dinner event. 

Over 60 attendees experienced New York history first hand as their canal 

boat made its way through the locks on the Erie Canal Boat Tour. 

Below: The Whirlpool JetBoat Ride took an adventurous group of attendees 

into the whirlpool at the base of the Falls. Everyone got wet!  

Making those summer plans?   

Considering a visit to the Niagara Falls, USA 

area?  They you must consider trying one of 

the most exhilarating boat rides anywhere in 

the country on the Whirlpool Jet Boat!  Boats 

leave from three locations.  See 

www.whirlpooljet.com for details.  When  

purchasing tickets use NYSSA2015 for a $5 

discount.  For information, toll free:  

1-888-438-4444, direct 905-468-4800,  

or e-mail trips@whirlpooljet.com.    
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ACSA 

Alberta Snowmobile Association 

Allegany County Federation 

Assn of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs 

Athabasca River Runners Snow Club 

Avalanche Canada 

BCSF 

BlueRibbon Coalition 

California-Nevada Snowmobile Assn. 

CCSO 

Central Russia 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Colorado Snowmobile Assn. 

Cuba Driftbusters 

FCMQ 

Fresh Air Educators 

Idaho Dept of Parks and Recreation 

Illinois Assn of Snowmobile Clubs 

Indiana Snowmobilers Association 

International Mountain Bicycling Assn (IMBA) 

Iowa  DNR 

Iowa State Snowmobile Association 

Iron Dog Brigade 

ISMA 

KAOS / AWSC 

Kemptville Snowmobile Klub 

Manitoba 

Michigan Snowmobile Association 

Michigan Tech Keweenaw Research Ctr 

Mid West Chapter ISC 

Minnesota 

Minnesota Dept of Natural Resources 

MN United Snowmobilers Assn 

Montana Snowmobile Association 

MSPN / AWSC 

National Trails Coalition 

NBFSC 

Nebraska State Snowmobile Association 

New Brunswick FSC 

New Hampshire Snowmobile Assn 

New York State Snowmobile Association 

Newfoundland and Labrador Snowmobile Fed. 

NH Fish and Game Dept. - Law Enforcement 

NH Trails Bureau 

North Dakota 

Northeast Chapter ISC 

NYS OPRHP 

Ohio State Snowmobile Association 

Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 

Operation Lifesaver 

Oregon State Snowmobile Assn 

PA State Snowmobile Association 

Painesville 

Parks and Trails New York (PTNY) 

PEI Snowmobile Association 

Pink Ribbon Riders 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

ROSAN (Russia) 

SANS 

Saskatchewan Snowmobile Association 

Snoman Inc. 

Snowmobile Association of Massachusetts 

Snowmobile North Dakota 

South Dakota Snowmobile Association 

Tri-Valley Trail Riders 

USDA Forest Service 

Utah 

Vermont Association of Snow Travelers 

Washington State Parks 

Washington State Snowmobile Assn 

Wisconsin DNR 

Wyoming State Snowmobile Association 

ISC Attendees - over 70 organizations were represented!  
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One of the easiest ways to reduce your insurance bill, apart 

from taking advantage of your NYSSA Member Insurance 

Discounts, is to take this online Driver Education course. 

The 6-Hour Safe Driving Accident Prevention Program 

(SDAPP) is just $22.00 for NYSSA Members. 

Driver Ed... 

...Do It Today! 

Just Click It! 

ISC Media Impact 

Bill Bradfield’s Snowmobile-to-Street conver-
sion (no, it’s NOT a Spyder) turned heads as 
he rode it around Niagara Falls.  A chance stop 
right in front of the Niagara Gazette’s office 
garnered Bill, his MichCanSka organization, 
and the event some local publicity! 

MichCanSka  is an international snowmobiling charity 

ride from Michigan to Alaska (through Canada) that 

benefits the Diabetes Research Institute, a world leader 

in cure-focused diabetes research.  based in Cadillac 

Michigan and we have members in the USA, Canada 

and Russia and we organize Extreme Snowmobile rides 

World Wide promoting Diabetes Research and Aware-

ness promotion programs. In 2010 the MichCanSka club 

shook the World Community of Snowmobiling with its 

Epic Adventure from Sault Ste. Marie Michigan to Tok 

Alaska. This was a journey through 5 States, 5 Prov-

inces, 4 Time zones and over 4,000 miles of some of the 

most beautiful landscape and sometimes most treacher-

ous landscape in North America. It was a fundraiser for 

Diabetes Research and we raised an incredible 

$102,000.00 in one snowmobile ride. There were 78 

riders total some of them doing segments of the ride 

with 54 making it all the way and a median age of 62! 

Since that inaugural ride we have collectively ridden 

440,000 miles raising funds for diabetes Research from 

Alaska to the Atlantic Ocean in Quebec Canada.  

Learn more at www.michcanska.com. 
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ISC Groomers 

A big shout-out to the Groomer exhibitors!  The exhibition hall at Niagara Falls was so large, that 
the groomers were parked inside.  Easy access to the groomers meant lots of attendees stopped by 
to chat.  A Vendor Bingo game, with first prize of a helmet signed by Levi LeVallee, made sure that 
all of the exhibitors got attention, too.   

Friday night’s Groomer Reception featured a 
“Buffalo-Niagara buffet” of local favorite foods, spon-
sored by the Groomer exhibitors.  It was a fun social 
event with another opportunity to talk with the 
Groomer exhibitors and fellow attendees. 

Friday afternoon there was an educational session 
with an opportunity for each Groomer exhibitor to 
give a presentation about their products. Prinoth in-
troduced their new “Husky” (see press release). 

Kudos again to Dubie Welding & Fabrication LLC, 
Kassbohrer All Terrain Vehicles (Pisten Bully), Maxey 
Snow Groomers / MGS Inc, Prinoth, Soucy Interna-
tional Inc., The Shop Industrial, and Tucker Sno-Cat 
Corporation. 

The new Prinoth Husky. Photo by Anne O’Dell 
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ISC Sponsors and Exhibitors 

Featured Sponsors 
Allstate Insurance, Inc 

International Snowmobile Manufacturers Assn. 

Platinum Sponsors 

NYS OPRHP / RTP/ FHWA 

Snowmobile Association of Massachusetts 

 

Gold Sponsors 

Vermont Association of Snow Travelers 

Voss Signs LLC 

Woody's - International Engineering 

 

Silver Sponsors 

National Income Life Insurance Company 

Northeast Chapter 

Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
Snow Grooming Magazine 

 

Two Ski Sponsors 
New Hampshire Snowmobile Assn 

South Dakota Snowmobile Assn 

 

Vintage Sled Show Sponsor 
Supertrax International 

Groomer Exhibitors 

Dubie Welding & Fabrication LLC 

Kassbohrer All Terrain Vehicles 

Maxey Snow Groomers / MGS Inc 

Prinoth 

Soucy International Inc. 

The Shop Industrial 

Tucker Sno-Cat Corporation 

Exhibitors 

1000 Islands Harbor Hotel NY 

Camoplast Solideal 

Chesuncook, LLC 

Lewis County Chamber of Commerce 

McCarthy Signs Co Ltd 

Michigan Tech Keweenaw Research Center 

Mohawk Valley GIS 

Montrose 

Niagara's First Impressions 
Sledfreak.com 

Snow Grooming Magazine 

TrakMaps 

Gifts In-Kind 

Allstate Insurance, Inc 

Capitol Group 

FX Matt/Saranac Beer 

Gramercy Communications 

I Love New York 

Voss Signs 

Woody's 
Yamaha 

THANKS FOR 
SUPPORTING 

ISC2015! 
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District First Last Email 

Albany/Greene       

Allegany Edward Zalar djfasteddie@roadrunner.com  

Allegany (Alternate)       

Broome Mike Blance mblance12@gmail.com 

Broome (Alternate)       

Cattaraugus George Couell gfcouell@yahoo.com 

Cayuga Randy Coleman cayugasnow@verizon.net 

Cayuga (Alternate) Mike Major mikemajor@verizon.net 

Chautauqua Jeff  Contino jcdkt85@yahoo.com 

Chautauqua (Alternate 1) Ray  Head crhead@windstream.net 

Chautauqua (Alternate 2) Lester Lucas llucas@fairpoint.net 

Chenango Erin N. Pittsley erinnicole224@yahoo.com 

Clinton       

Columbia James R. Vandenburgh nivex5horns@yahoo.com 

Columbia (Alternate) William Jennings willgo57@yahoo.com  

Cortland      

Delaware David Sprague waltonmotorsinc@yahoo.com 

Erie & Past President 2003-2006 Hal Fleischman newyorksnowmobiler@msn.com 

Erie (Alternate) Jim Teator jteator@roadrunner.com 

Essex       

Franklin David  Knapp daknapp63@hotmail.com 

Fulton       

Genesee Jane Chaddock jane.chaddock@gmail.com 

Genesee (Alternate) Gerry  Ivison   

Hamilton Paul Allen peallen1@gmail.com 

Hamilton (Alternate) Michael Allen phazerfx@gmail.com 

Herkimer  Ronald Barnes ronald.barnes@remington.com 

Herkimer (Alternate) & Past President Jeffrey S. Johnson jeffj400yz@aol.com 

Jefferson       

Lewis  Jason Kowalczyk nyssa@kowalczyk.org 

Madison  John Winterton III jrwinterton@yahoo.com 

Madison (Alternate)       

Monroe/Livingston       

Montgomery/Schenectady  Karl W. Gustafson kgustafson@co.montgomery.ny.us 

If your county doesn’t have a Director, would you consider stepping up?  Directors are the link between 

NYSSA and the clubs in their county. The meeting schedule is on the last page of this Magazine. You do 

not have to attend every meeting! Members are welcome at our Board meetings. Come see what it’s all 

about! 

For more information, please contact nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com. 

Continued on next page... 
As of 6/23/15 
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Nassau/Suffolk       

Niagara & Past President 2010-2013 Gary Broderick pastpresident@nysnowmobiler.com 

Oneida Jaimie Warner ocwaman1964@aol.com 

Onondaga  Tim Taylor timt@thruwayautoglass.com 

Onondaga (Alternate 1) Gerry  Gould ggould86@verizon.net 

Onondaga (Alternate 2) Gary Hodge hodgesrx@msn.com  

Onondaga (Alternate 3) John  Russell jwrussellny@yahoo.com 

Ontario Kevin  McMahon kevin@fingerlakessnowmobileclub.org 

Orange/Sullivan        

Orleans  Randy Gurnsey rgurnse1@rochester.rr.com 

Oswego George Cummins sybilk@frontiernet.net 

Oswego (Alternate)   Gerald Arzie Jr im3xadad@aol.com 

Otsego  Jim  Tiffany proxcr_tiff@yahoo.com  

Renssaelaer Raymond K. Buchholz rabuck111@yahoo.com 

Rockland       

Saratoga William B  Cook saratogacook@gmail.com 

Schoharie Glenn Hayton haybytheton@yahoo.com 

Schuyler/Tompkins       

Seneca David Van Derlinde dsvd@rochester.rr.com 

St. Lawrence & VICE PRESIDENT Craig LaPlante cjl7002@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence (Alternate) Kelly Grammo kellygrammo@yahoo.com 

Steuben/Yates Mark Wolfanger   

Tioga/Chemung Robert K. Jennings rkjnyssa@stny.rr.com 

Ulster       

Warren       

Washington       

Wayne  Darlene Lombardo darnlombardo@gmail.com 

Wayne (Alternate) Randall Phillips rphillips1808@gmail.com 

Westchester/Putnam/Dutchess & TREASURER John Occhino john@taxman72.com 

Wyoming  Roger McCabe cumminsram44@gmail.com 

  PRESIDENT(no vote unless tie) Jim Elmore jamesjonelmore@gmail.com  

  SECRETARY Rosanne Warner rwarner14@verizon.net 

 Director at Large Phil Laplante groomerphil1@gmail.com 

 Director at Large Dave  Gross davegross47@gmail.com 

 Director at Large Kate Rolf mkrolf@yahoo.com 

 Executive Director (Staff - no vote) Dominic  Jacangelo dominic@nysnowmobiler.com 

 General Manager (Staff - no vote) Anne O'Dell nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

 Trail Coordinator (Staff - no vote) Jim Rolf jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 
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Available all year long at: 

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts 

 Byrncliff 

 Charlie’s Inn 

 Country Inn & Suites 

 Junction Campground 

 Old Forge Camping Resort 

 Rocky Acres Inn 

 Tumble Inn 

 Water’s Edge Inn 

Check out the local lodging available too, and many more discounts! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts
http://link.hertz.com/link.html?id=22548&LinkType=HZLK&TargetType=Reservations
http://www.redroof.com/partners/nyssa/
http://www.funjet.com/default.aspx?plcode=nyssa&gsPromotionCode=nyssa&gsVendor=TPV
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://www.countryinns.com/nyssa
http://www.wyndhamhotelgroup.com/?corporate_id=1000007487
http://www.budget.com/budgetWeb/html/bridge/assoc/index.html?R198157
https://www.avis.com/car-rental/profile/go.ac?B291057
http://www.allstate.com/snowmobile-insurance.aspx
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://agency.nationwide.com/agent/grant-l-getzoni-310028859-31002885900000
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com 
Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 

July 18, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

September 12, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

October 3, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

November 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

December 5, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

January 9, 2016 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

February 7, 2016 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

July 29, 2015 

September 23, 2015 

October 14, 2015 

November 18, 2015 

December 16, 2015 

January 20, 2016 

February 17, 2016 

Season 2015-16 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 

Special thanks to Allstate Insurance for 

becoming the major sponsor for the 2015 

SLEDNY Educational Forum held April 

10 - 2 in Rochester this year, and one of 

the featured sponsors for the 2015  

International Snowmobile Congress, 

hosted by NYSSA in Niagara Falls,  

June 10 - 13, 2015! 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events-list
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://nysnowmobiler.com/images/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2013-14.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/2015/NYSSA-Online-Magazine-Rates-2015-16.pdf
https://www.allstate.com/snowmobile-insurance.aspx

