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Snowmobilers represented at the 2nd Annual Adirondack Challenge 

The 2nd Annual Adirondack Challenge, which is designed to 
promote tourism and recreational opportunities in the  
region, took place on Sunday, July 20 in Indian Lake, NY.  
The event attracted elected officials, tourism industry lead-
ers and summer enthusiasts to Upstate New York. NYSSA 
was invited to participate, and was represented by three 
motorcyclists: Jeff Johnson, Past President and Herkimer 
County Director (riding his Indian Chieftan), Anne O’Dell, 
NYSSA General Manager (riding her Yamaha XT), and 
Dave Sprague, Delaware County District Director (riding 
his Harley Davidson V-Rod).  While the Governor chose 
whitewater rafting with Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin 

over riding his Harley Davidson, NYSSA’s representatives 
were able to meet and speak to many local and state level 
politicians about snowmobiling in our state. 

The ride took place in and around the very area that is 
under discussion in two different Unit Management Plans, 
the Essex Chain of Lakes and the Vanderwhacker Wild For-
est.  So bending the ear of people who can make a differ-
ence became even more important. 

The second summer Adirondack Challenge was comple-
mented last year by the first-ever Winter Adirondack Chal-
lenge hosted by Whiteface Mountain. At that event, the 

Governor snowmobiled along with local riders and NYSSA 
representatives. 

Anne’s little Dual Sport was the only one of the 16 bikes. Not only 

was it a great ambassador for snowmobiling, but it also helped bring 

attention to the fact that there are no legal trails on public land for 

“off road” motorcycles. 

The day ended at Gore Mountain Ski area, where the NYSSA Trailer was parked prominently near the 

festivities.  Photos by Anne O’Dell 
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AD RATES 

While you wait  

for the next season to start… 
Why not save some money? Sign up for Driver Ed 

online.  Take the course at your convenience  

instead of sitting through a whole long day’s  

lecture!  And get started saving money on your  

vehicle insurance today!  

  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

        Just $22 
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It’s TIME to RENEW 

your 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP! 

How to Renew Online and Print your Voucher 

1. Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com and click on the Big Green Button at the upper left. 
 

2. Enter your Member ID and password. 

 Don’t know your Member ID? Use the “Forgot” link: 

 Don’t know your Password? Use the “Reset Password” button. 

3. Once you are logged in, you may renew your membership with your existing Club, or join a 
different club, or join several clubs. Be sure to select the “Individual” or “Family” member-

ship type as appropriate. 

4. Fill in your credit card info and press PAY NOW! 

5. Once the transaction is completed, return to the home page. To the right of the Club Name 

is the word ‘Voucher’.  Click on that to view and print your Voucher. 

 

Still need assistance? Email us at membership@nysnowmobiler.com, or call the Membership 

Turn the page to learn how to register your sled(s) online 

with the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles!  --> 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/
mailto:membership@nysnowmobiler.com?subject=Help!
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  July,2014 - Page 5  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

How to register your sled(s) online with  

the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles 

1. Let’s get you to the right place: 

 If you are a New York State Resident, go to this website: 

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/RegistrationRenew/index.cfm 

 

 If you are Out of State, go to this website: 

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/SnowmobileOutofState/ 

 

 

2. Follow the on-screen instructions (they are different for NY Residents and Out of State, 
so we can’t reproduce them here). 

 

 
3. Remember to enter your 12-digit NYSSA Voucher ID (located above the barcode on your 

2014-15 Voucher) with no dashes or spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Print your Temporary Registration - your permanent registration and stickers for your 

sled will be mailed to you by NYS DMV within ten days. 

XX-XXXX-XXXXXX 

You are now…   READY  

TO  

RIDE!  

Photo courtesy Rob Bick 
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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The 2014 International Snowmobile Congress was held in Keystone, Colorado June 10 - 13.  Our 
Association sent a number of our 2015 ISC Ad-hoc committee and staff to represent our State at 

the event. The ISC invites delegates from North America, Europe and Russia each year to discuss all types of topics 
pertaining to snowmobiling.  The State of 
Michigan sent 36 delegates for the Con-
gress!  This was the largest group of indi-
viduals from one State.  Most everyone 
can agree the biggest obstacle that affects 
our sport is lawsuits pertaining to land 
access.  The western states have several 
layers of the Federal Government to deal 
with pertaining to open land and Federal 
Parks.  New Yorkers can sympathize with 
our western snowmobiling friends on this 
due to our Adirondack Park and some of 
the levels of bureaucracy we have to ne-
gotiate with.  Many of the lawsuits the 
western states deal with are over environ-
mental issues brought by extremists. If 
they are successful they can bring similar  
challenges to states like ours.  We then 
have to raise money to fight these lawsuits 

to keep our access.     

Many of the Western Associations are under constant legal battles over land and riding opportunities on federal land 
which results in a great deal of fundraising at the ISC.  With smaller populations in some of these states it is hard for 
the State Associations to raise adequate revenues to fight many of these lawsuits.  The Congress, with snowmobilers 
across the globe, tries to help raise some revenue during the week to help fight some of these lawsuits.  They hold 
several quick auctions during the 3 days with the proceeds going to support  these legal cases. They have some great 
items for the auctions and some of the prizes auctioned off are great deals for the winning bidder.  One official from 
the US Park Service was upset that regular Americans have to fight this way for access. He said we have to fight to 
keep this land open, once its closed it will be closed forever for access.   

The Clean Snowmobile Challenge 

Jay Meldrum is the coordinator for the SAE Clean Snowmobile Challenge and it now is in its 15th year of competition.  
NYSSA is a supporter  of this highly important project and contributes to three universities; RIT in Rochester, SUNY 
Buffalo and Clarkson University.  These three NY based schools are in competition to deliver the most fuel efficient 
snowmobile each year. The annual competition is held each March in the State of Michigan.  This successful project is 
because of our association’s commitment to improving our sport and supporting the schools that strive to develop 
cleaner burning engines.  The University of Buffalo students snowmobile came in 2nd Place for the competition. They 
entered a diesel engine snowmobile that lost by a fraction of a point in the challenge.  The program has decided since 
that  a diesel engine would never be a trail snowmobile due to the weight.  Next year a diesel utility snowmobile clas-
sification will be developed for the competition.  I’m sure in a few years these might be popular equipment for many 
businesses and clubs that use utility snowmobiles.  These young students are very committed to this program and 
they take great pride in the new developments they are creating for these snowmobiles.  Our Association needs to be 
more aware of this program and increase our funding to the clean snowmobile program.  

(Continued on page 7) 

The NYSSA Delegation at ISC 2014. 
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ACSA’s Family of the Year  

A New York family was selected to receive the 
American Council of Snowmobile Associations Family 
of the Year Award! The Pulaski-Boylston (Oswego 
County) based Jerry Arzie family received this award 
on the last night of the Congress during the awards 
program.   

Jerry and his family could not attend to receive this 
award and asked me as President of the Association 
to receive this on their behalf. I was very honored to 
accept this award on their behalf and we will be pre-

senting it to his family soon.  

ISMA Award: Take A Friend Snowmobiling 

Our 2 snowmobile rides with Governor An-
drew Cuomo this past season paid some 
dividends for our Association at the ISC.  
The International Snowmobile Manufactur-
ers Association (ISMA) awarded us $5,000 
for their Take a Friend Snowmobiling pro-
gram.  We received this award for our dili-
gence on promoting snowmobiling and our 
consistent and positive relationship working 
with our State Officials.  We need to strive 
to keep our lines of communication open to 
all government agencies we work with 
across the State.  The more we communi-
cate to  keep officials updated on new  de-
velopments, the better position we will be in 
to  keep our trails open and the better posi-
tion we will be in to avoid or win lawsuits 
pertaining to open land for recreational 
uses.     

Some Good News! 

Some encouraging numbers were released 
on snowmobiling.  US sales were up 13% 

from last year. Each year since 2011 snow-
mobile sales have decreased, but in 2014, sales of snowmobiles have improved.  Lets all hope this is a good sign.  Now 
is the time to use the Take A Friend Snowmobiling campaign to help improve the visibility of our sport.  We are working 
on this important message across the State and hope many clubs will follow our lead on this event.   

Directors Needed!   

We just started a new year with many new, first time directors having been installed on our NYSSA board.  This looks 
like one of the strongest boards we have had that is dedicated to the sport.  Many Counties and Federations across the 
State do not have a voice at our board meetings.  Many clubs need to look at their level of participation at the State 
level.  Are you missing information on many issues that are important to the local club?  Fundamentally we are all in this 
together, from the trail insurance policy to the importance of staking and marking the trail system.  We need to fill the 
positions that are open across the State.  Please contact our office or me personally if you want to help improve our 
sport.   

      -- James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

  The Arzie Family, ACSA’s Family of the Year.  Photo by Jane Chaddock 

It was an honor to receive the Take A Friend Snowmobiling Award! Pictured are 

James Elmore, NYSSA President; Gary Broderick, Past President; Dom Jacangelo, 
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Available all year long at: 

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts 

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER?   USE YOUR.. 

 Byrncliff 

 Charlie’s Inn 

 Country Inn & Suites 

 Junction Campground 

 Old Forge Camping Resort 

 Rocky Acres Inn 

 Tumble Inn 

 Water’s Edge Inn 

Check out the local lodging available too, and many more discounts! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts
http://link.hertz.com/link.html?id=22548&LinkType=HZLK&TargetType=Reservations
http://www.redroof.com/partners/nyssa/
http://www.funjet.com/default.aspx?plcode=nyssa&gsPromotionCode=nyssa&gsVendor=TPV
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://www.countryinns.com/nyssa
http://www.wyndhamhotelgroup.com/?corporate_id=1000007487
http://www.budget.com/budgetWeb/html/bridge/assoc/index.html?R198157
https://www.avis.com/car-rental/profile/go.ac?B291057
http://www.allstate.com/snowmobile-insurance.aspx
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://www.cruisesonly.com/?cm_mmc=Affiliate-_-CONLY-Affinity_Marketing-_-49-_-NA
http://agency.nationwide.com/agent/grant-l-getzoni-310028859-31002885900000
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Sponsored by 

Onondaga County Snowmobile Assoc., Inc in support of N.Y.S. SNOWMOBILE TRAILS 

Sponsor a Prize 

and 

Advertise! 

Tickets Distributed 6 months prior to drawing, throughout the Snowmobile Season! 

Prize form next page 

    

Deadline      9/8/2014 

We know times are tough.. 

That’s why now more than ever you should consider donating a product, service, or cash prize($200 

minimum please) to the Super Raffle.  In return for your donation, we will: 

List your business on the 100,000 tickets  - prizes are listed in order by value! 

List your business on the NYSSA Website  www.nysnowmobiler.com—where it will get about 

19,000 page views monthly! (Nov-April —peak winter months!) 

Advertise your business in the NYSSA Online Magazine as a Raffle Sponsor 

Advertise your business at our Annual Meeting and Forum, Event where the raffle is drawn  

(April 10-11-12, 2015 in Rochester, NY) 

Cash is a great prize! The 

first place winner took the 

$5,000 NYSSA Cash. 2nd 

prize winner Joe Aiello 

(pictured on sled) took the 

Arctic Cat! The prizes with 

the largest value are listed 

on the front of the ticket! 

Photo by Jane Chaddock. 
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Prize Deadline: 

September 8, 2014 

Drawing: 

Saturday, April 11, 2015 

Rochester, NY 

Sponsored by the  

Onondaga County Snowmobile Association 

 Syracuse, NY  
in Support of New York Snowmobile Trails  

Prize Sponsor Form 

(Minimum Prize Value $200) 

 

Business Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Business Address: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person: ______________________________ Title: ___________________________ 

 

Phone:  ________________________________  

 

Website Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

New York State Snowmobile Association 
PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 
Tel: 888-624-3849       Fax: 888-317-2441 

nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com   www.nysnowmobiler.com 

Questions? Call Anne O’Dell, NYSSA General Manager, 888-624-3849 x101. 

Office Use:  Prize received date ________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

Please return completed prize form to NYSSA @ 888-317-2441 by September 8, 2014 

 

*** If your prize is a gift certificate/card PLEASE forward it to NYSSA, address below ***  

 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

This past month brought some very good news from the Internal Revenue Service.  No it is not a “bank error in our 
favor” but news that is just as good.  SLEDNY has received the approval of the IRS to be a tax exempt, 
501(c)(3)charitable corporation. 

What is SLEDNY?  

Simply put, SLEDNY is the charitable arm of NYSSA.   The name is derived from snowmobile leadership and education 
in NY.  From the certificate of incorporation, “The corporation is formed exclusively for charitable purposes of (a) of 
promoting the safety and welfare of the general public and educating the general public in the recreational use of 
snowmobiles; and (b) preserving a safe and publicly available environment for snowmobile trails for public recreation 
use.  Without limiting the powers of the corporation under applicable law, the corporation’s powers in furtherance of its 
purposes shall include the power to solicit, receive and administer real and personal property and to make contribu-
tions, gifts, disbursements and  grants of such property.”   The sole member of the corporation is NYSSA, and the 
SLEDNY board are the officers of NYSSA, the Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee and the Executive Direc-
tor.   SLEDNY has no paid staff so the overhead is very low. 

What will it do? 

SLEDNY will now hold a central position in the Educational Forum.  Education is SLEDNY’s middle name.   But there is 
much more that SLEDNY will be doing over time as we grow the organization and its resources.  I have written several 
times on these pages that we need to draw more people into the sport.  In August, I hope to describe to you a “Take a 
Friend Snowmobiling” program that hopes to introduce the sport to more people across the state.  SLEDNY will be the 
lead on that program. 

As the IRS has stated in their approval letter, “Contributions to (SLEDNY) are deductible under Section 170 of the (IRS) 
Code.  You are qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devices, transfers or gifts under section 2055, 2106, or 
2522 of the Code.”   It is now time to start to assemble the resources that would allow SLEDNY to accomplish its mis-
sion. 

 

(Continued on page 12) 

A Legacy Gift to SLEDNY 

 

We all have family and friends who share our passion for the 
sport of snowmobiling:  persons who have dedicated much of 
their lives to the improvement and positive promotion of the 
sport. What better way to honor their passion than to make a  
tax deductible gift in their name to SLEDNY? 
 

Gifts can be made “In memory of ” or “In honor of ” a friend, 
family member or other member of the snowmobiling community. We will acknowledge your gift to SLEDNY, Inc. as 
well as notify the family of the honoree of your generous gift.   If you provide us some information about the person 
you are honoring, their name will be added to the “SLEDNY Honor Roll.”  A photo and a few lines about their in-
volvement with the sport would be appropriate. 
 
Contact me at 888-624-3849 ext. 104 for more information on how you can make a charitable gift to SLEDNY, as 
well as information on how SLEDNY can be a part of your estate plans.  All donations to SLEDNY are deductible  
under the IRS code. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Land Plans in the Adirondacks 
 
For those of you who ride in and around the Indian Lake area there are two plans working their way through the proc-
ess which you should be aware of.   An action update went out from NYSSA Trails Coordinator Jim Rolf last week re-
garding these plans.  If you have not yet commented, now is the time to do so (comments are due by July 25).  A de-
scription of the Vanderwhacker Mountain Multi Use Trails Plan can be found at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
lands/22587.html .   Our one significant comment related to the section of new trail that connects to the Polaris Bridge 
from points to the east.  That trail should become a Class II community connector when the snowmobile trails in the 
Essex Chain are established.  The Essex Chain is the neighboring property.  There is also a recreation plan for the Es-
sex Chain.  Snowmobile trail planning will begin after this part of the planning is completed.  The plan can be found at 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/97474.html.  The Department has proposed a bridge over the Cedar River which we be-
lieve will aid recreation in the area.  However the bridge is too narrow to accommodate those recreational uses which 
have already been approved combined with the fact that many visitors will congregate on the bridge.  If you ride a 

horse, imagine this.  You are crossing a 160 ft long eight foot wide bridge, here comes someone on a mountain bike 
and a family is fishing off the bridge, next to them is a large group taking pictures, and you are all going to meet at the 
same moment!  Think it is wide enough?  I don’t think so.  If you ride horses, please send your comments in ASAP.  
More information is available on page 19-20. 
 
I hope you are enjoying your summer.  The Department of Motor Vehicles just sent out registration renewals.  Please 
take a moment to join your club now and while you are thinking about it renew your registration also.  You can do 
them both online and they will only take five minutes to complete. 

Stay safe and I’ll see you on the trail! 

Dom 

(Continued from page 11) 
 

Photo by Jane Chaddock 

Coming Soon! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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WHAT IS NYSSPAC? 
By Randy Phillips, NYSSA Vice President, vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com  

This month I am going to cheat a little and dust off an article from last year.  Recently, I changed 
jobs and time has been rather short.  That said, this topic remains very pertinent and the message 
deserves and needs to be repeated.  For the past two years, I have been the Treasurer of the New 
York State Snowmobile Political Action Committee, or NYSSPAC.  I am actively seeking my replace-

ment as Treasurer as I will be retiring at the end of this year.  If interested please email me at  
Rphillips1808@gmail.com and we can discuss the role and responsibilities.  I completely encourage you to get  
involved with this fun and important position.  

At past Forums, there was a break out session on  NYSSPAC which was, shall we say, moderately attended.  For those 
that did attend the session a dialogue ensued about the NYSSPAC; specifically what is it and what does it do?  The 

overwhelming take away from this session was that our membership does not understand NYSSPAC, what it does, 
why, or who are the people behind it.  Hopefully we can clear much of that up for you here, after all, NYSSPAC be-
longs to you, the membership.  You deserve to know where your money is going and how it is benefitting you. 

What is it? 

The New York State Snowmobile Political 
Action Committee, or NYSSPAC is a political 
action committee formed under the laws of 
New York State, and monitored by the New 
York State Board of Elections.    The purpose 
of NYSSPAC is to provide campaign dona-
tions to snowmobile friendly politicians at the 
state and local levels.   NYSSPAC was formed 

in 2006 and was largely the brainchild of 
Marty Bull who saw the need for the snow-
mobiling community to make its voice heard 
in the campaign finance arena.  While many 
find PACs and campaign finance in general to 
be distasteful, they are a reality in our politi-
cal world today.  Rest assured that the anti 
snowmobile crowd has well-funded political 
action committees and they are doing their 
best to assist snowmobile unfriendly politi-
cians in their election bids.   

What does it do? 

NYSSPAC, through its donations, hopes to assist snowmobile friendly politicians in being elected or re-elected into of-
fice.  The goal, obviously, is to have as many snowmobile friendly politicians in office at the state and local levels as 
we can.  This is in the best interest of all of us in the snowmobiling community.  

Who is NYSSPAC?   

So who are the players in NYSSPAC?   Well, NYSSPAC has a Board of Directors comprised of myself, Gerry Ivison, 
Elwin Goff, and Gerald Mitchell.  This Board meets annually and stays in constant contact via email.  All NYSSPAC 
Board members are volunteers; nobody is compensated for NYSSPAC Board responsibilities.  You will notice that this is 
a separate Board from NYSSA.  That’s because NYSSPAC is a separate entity from NYSSA and is not under any control 
of NYSSA.  We do not proactively share with NYSSA information regarding the donations that we make; to who, 
amounts, dates, etc.    It is important to understand that control of NYSSPAC does not lie with NYSSA, these are two 
separate entities.  There are no NYSSPAC discussions at the monthly NYSSA Board meetings. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Simply stated, NYSSPAC helps keep our trails open! Photo by Lori Pinckney. 
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How does NYSSPAC decide who it wants to donate to?   

For this, NYSSPAC relies largely upon Capitol Group, our lobbyists in Albany.  Why do we do this?  It’s simple, they 
know the politicians and they can get the recognition from the politician for the snowmobiling community.  What 
does that mean?  Simply put, if NYSSPAC writes a $500 check to donate to politician X, then we want more than to 
simply mail that check to some office in Albany where a person will open the check and deposit it along with 50 other 
checks.  No, we want an in person hand off of that check, with a “hey, this is from the snowmobilers who really sup-
port you and like what you are doing in Albany.”  There’s the real value to the snowmobiling community.  Nick Barella 
and Tim Sheridan are best positioned to do this task for us.  They know when and where they can get that opportu-
nity for a face-to-face so NYSSPAC often takes their lead on the donation suggestions.  To be clear, however, Nick 
and Tim are not members of the NYSSPAC Board and they do not vote on where donations are made, they only 
make recommendations to the Board.  All donations are approved by the Board prior to any donation being made.   

Where does the money come from? 

So NYSSPAC makes these donations, but where does the money come from?  The answer to this is threefold.   First, 
when we join your primary club each year, most of us pay a total of $25.00.  Of that $25, $20 goes to the club, $4.75 

goes to NYSSA and $.25 goes to NYSSPAC unless you specify that you do not want to fund NYSSPAC. 

Secondly, under NYS law an organization, such as NYSSA, can donate up to $5,000 annually to a political action com-
mittee of its choosing.  NYSSA elects to donate $5,000 annually to NYSSPAC as NYSSA feels this is beneficial to the 
snowmobiling community and more specifically its membership.  Finally, the sale of pins and stickers and other dona-
tions from individuals account for about $500 annually.  So NYSSPAC’s budget is about $21,000 annually.  Aside from 
checking account fees, mailing costs, and mileage to the one annual meeting,  there are no costs associated with 
NYSSPAC.   In all, it costs about $500 annually to run NYSSPAC. 

Snowmobiling’s Best Interest 

“This all sounds good, but NYSSPAC is basically 5 guys with a $20,000 checkbook to do as they please.”  That’s an 
actual quote I heard in passing at the Forum.   I assure you that this is not the case at all.  First, the four other gen-
tlemen on the NYSSPAC Board with me are the nicest and most honest gentleman; it is my pleasure to serve with 
them.  We all have the best interest of the snowmobiling community in mind with each and every one of our dona-
tion decisions.   

In addition, political action committees are subject to rigorous reporting requirements regarding each and every do-
nation made.  As Treasurer, I am registered with the NYS Board of Elections and must file semi annual reports, on 
NYS BOE’s proprietary software, of each and every donation made and any other expense paid by NYSSPAC.  I am 
also obligated to similar reports 32 days prior, 11 days prior and 10 days following any statewide election.  Candi-
dates are also responsible for similar reporting on any donations received.    The NYS BOE matches these up to make 
sure the funds donated and the funds received match.  So, as you can see, everything NYSSPAC does is closely moni-
tored by NYS.  NYSSPAC follows all requirements regarding these filings and remains current in its status with NYE 
BOE. 

I hope this provides some education for you on NYSSPAC, what it does, how it does it and why.  I know that the 

topic is pretty dry and not as fun as talking about trails, and groomers and what sled you just snow-checked, but it’s 
important  that you understand that this is another benefit for you as a NYSSA member in knowing that your voice is 
being heard in Albany and around the State.   

In this “Year of the Volunteer” I urge you to consider steeping up to role with NYSSPAC.  Many of the NYSSPAC 
Board members have been involved for several years and we would welcome fresh people with fresh ideas.  In the 
end, NYSSPAC belongs to you and me and all of the NYSSA membership.  It’s up to us to decide what we want to do 
with it.  As always, I welcome your questions and comments regarding NYSSPAC, NYSSA and all things  
snowmobiling.  

(Continued from page 14) 
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 Snowmobilers Helping Snowmobilers 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Dave Lewis, or as his friends know him as “Boing”, has been involved with organized snowmobiling 
since it first began in Oneida County.  A member of the Tri-Valley Trail Riders Snowmobile Club 
since its inception, Dave has been instrumental in all facets of the club.  From trail work to groomer 
operations to fundraising, Dave has been there to help the club every step of the way. 

He is also a member and big participant in the fundraising 
events sponsored by the local Shriners chapter, whose mis-
sion it is to provide care for sick children and families in need. 

Several years ago Dave himself had some health problems 
and as a result lost both of his legs.  Never to be sidelined, 
Dave has kept up his work with both organization and contin-

ues to work to better the lives of other people. 

Dave is always puttering around in his garage and enjoys 
working with his hands.  After realizing that his wheelchair 
was not allowing him to do things he liked to do, he modified 
his wheelchair to accommodate the things he still wanted to 
enjoy.  He added extra batteries because it “runs out of 
power before I do”.  He added better wheels and a more 
traction so that he could venture from smooth surfaces to off 
road conditions. 

Despite his limitations, Dave still attends monthly meetings 
and is instrumental in trail signage for the snowmobile club.  
Every season, Dave cuts, points and paints hundreds of 
stakes used to mark the trails in Oneida and Madison County.  
Whenever the club needs a specialized sign made, Dave is on the job.  He attends every club fundraiser and works 
the event from start to finish selling hats, memberships and raffle tickets. 

This past spring Dave needed a favor so he called on his 
fellow snowmobilers and Shriners for help with a life 
changing project.  Both groups responded and were there 
to help without hesitation. 

Unknown to any of the club members, Dave had been un-
able to access the main living space of his home since the 
surgeries to remove his legs were performed 4 years ago.  
Dave had modified the lower level of his split level home 
to suit his needs but desperately wanted to use his living 

room and kitchen.  He wanted to sleep in his bedroom 
again.  Knowing Dave’s unselfish nature and the history of 
not being one to complain, the club members were there 
to help. 

Dave needed a ramp built to access his main living space.  
He designed the ramp and purchased the materials and 
even assisted with the build.  Club members were more 
than happy to help get his life back on track. 

Volunteers worked for several weekends to make Dave’s 
dream come true and the end result was beautiful.  Dave had a big smile on his face the first time he ventured up 

(Continued on page 18) 

Pictured clockwise: Dave ‘Boing’ Lewis, Howard Regner, James 

Warner, Marty Peterson, Jaimie Warner and Chris Wright.  

Pictured: Dave ‘Boing’ Lewis at this year’s Boxing Hall of Fame 

parade held in Canastota, NY in June. Photos by R. Warner. 
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the ramp and saw his living room for the first time in 

years. 

Tri-Valley Trail Riders and Shriner members who volun-
teered on the project were; James Allburty, Martin Peter-
son, Howard Regner, Jim Elcasser, Jerry Savey, Jaime 
Warner, Adam Chandler, Kevin Perbles, Steve Davis,  
James Warner (14 year old Jr. club member) and Chris 
Wright (a club member who himself is an amputee). 

 

Many hours of hard work went into the construction, and 
Dave would like to extend a huge Thank You to all of the 
people who came out to help his get his life back to  
normal. 

(Continued from page 17) 

 
Clubs Need Volunteers. 

What can YOU do? 

Volunteers can perform many tasks - it’s not all trail work.  Here Lori Pinckney is 

accepting memberships and printing vouchers at her Club’s picnic! 
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Action Alert! 

Speak up for Snowmobiling on the Essex Chain of Lakes!   

  

Dear New York Snowmobiler: 
We now need everyone to send in comments by the end of the day, Friday, July 25, to: 
 

Josh Clague, Natural Resources Planner 

NYS Dept. of Conservation 

625 Broadway, 5th Floor 

Albany, NY 12233-4254 

e-mail:  lfadk@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

 

While NYSSA does not 100% agree on the contents of these UMP Draft Trail Plans, we understand that 

getting the trails located in the UMP plans now is the best process for all users. The other groups are 
looking to extend the comment processes, which would delay any/all snowmobile trail development and 
prevent expanded recreational use in the near term(this summer). Paraphrasing these talking points 
would be helpful in getting the main points across for snowmobile use.    

Please submit your comments to each plan in a separate document. If you are e-mailing them, 

send 2 different e-mails. If you are mailing them, you could mail in the same envelope, but make sure 
that each plan is distinctly commented on by titling each UMP at the beginning of your words. We rec-
ommend that all submitted comments on BOTH plans include positive comments to the DEC and the 

APA about developing these community connector trails from Indian Lake to Newcomb and Minerva, 
thanking them for moving these plans along as quickly as possible.     

    

Talking Points for    

Essex Chain Complex UMP (due 7/25/14)   

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/97474.html   

  

 No Snowmobile trails are being proposed or designated in this UMP process at this time. Your com-

ments should insist that snowmobile trail planning start immediately upon the approval of this recrea-

tion plan for the Essex Chain of Lakes. The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has made it abundantly clear 

in their land classification actions which were approved by the Governor that the Essex Chain include 
Class II community connectors. The planning for that outcome should begin without delay.   

 The required new bridge that is proposed to cross over the Cedar River is only planned to be 8 feet 

wide. While understanding the regulations of the Wild Scenic Rivers Recreational Act (WSRRA), it is rec-
ommended that the DEC widen this proposed bridge from 8 feet wide to 12 feet. WSRRA restricts a 
motorized bridge from being built over the Cedar River without a permit. But we could argue that the 
current 8 foot width is too narrow for horses to meet and cross on such a long stretch, let alone for 

horses with carriages driven by disabled users. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Your comments should: 

 Emphasize increasing this bridge's width to 12 feet wide for safety as horse users encounter each 

other on the long bridge! 

 Such a bridge for non-motorized recreation does not need a permit to be built. The bridge will 

take some time to be built. 

 While a steel bridge is not consistent with the State Land Master Plan, the use of steel with a 

wooden deck should be considered, because it will be less intrusive and be easier to maintain in the 
long term. 

 Do not mention motorized use (snowmobiling). Any debate regarding allowable uses 

(snowmobiling) on the bridge should be put off until all recreational uses are planned for. 

 If you have horse experience please emphasis that. 

 

 Talking Points for   

Vanderwhacker Mt. Wild Forest UMP Snowmobile Trails Plan   

(due 7/25/14)  

  http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/22587.html  

   

This proposal is an amendment to the current UMP for the Vanderwhacker Wild Forest. While these 

trails are proposed as snowmobile community connector trails, DEC's stated goal is that these trails 
be usable year-round by a number of different recreational activities including hiking, cross-country 

skiing, horseback riding and mountain biking.  Your comments might:  

 Acknowledge and support the proposed closing of two currently designated snowmobile trails 

which are under utilized, in poor condition and/or can't meet the goal of year-round multi trail use.   

 Urge the DEC to reconsider the classification of the trail from Rt. 28N west to the Polaris Bridge 

from a Class I trail to a Class II trail; or at a minimum, prepare for the reclassification of this trail to a 

Class II trail when a Community Connector trail is designated in the adjoining Essex Chain of Lakes 
tract between Indian Lake and Minerva.      

 Demand that this trail plan move forward without delay. The issues within the plan have been well 

discussed and planned for for some time. The communities of Newcomb and Minerva cannot wait any 

longer for the economic benefit of having a snowmobile trail reach their towns. 

Send in comments by the end of the day, Friday, July 25, to:   

Josh Clague, Natural Resources Planner  

NYS Dept. of Conservation  

625 Broadway, 5th Floor  

Albany, NY 12233-4254  

e-mail:  lfadk@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

Thanks, 

Jim Rolf 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

NYS Snowmobile Trails … Money Matters 

 While I do realize this topic has been written about many times prior to this month, I felt that with the NYS 
DMV sending out the 2015 snowmobile registration renewals already that it was a great opportunity to discuss this 
important topic once again: 

“Why should I join a club now and register my sled(s) early?” 

 Those that are already involved with a club may 
mostly comprehend what I am going to talk about in this 

article, but lately I have heard from individuals who are new 
to “volunteering for their snowmobile club” looking for an-
swers and even from a few that thought they knew the pro-
gram, but still had questions.  The NYS Snowmobile Trail 
Fund program, administered by the NYS Parks & Rec Snow-
mobile Unit, is quite complicated and is actually regulated by 
NYS laws.  New rules are brought out almost each year.  
Sometimes functional changes to the previous rules are im-
plemented too.  As a point of information to those volun-
teers that don’t receive all of NYSSA’s many correspon-
dences with the clubs and NYSSA Directors, these rolling 
changes are always sent out to NYSSA’s “all clubs” list in 
hopes that the information in our e-mails is then shared with 
their club volunteers.  We hear that sometimes it is not.  So, 
here is the opportunity to get as much of the trail fund pro-
gram’s information as possible. 

 First, the NYS DMV snowmobile registrations include 
a monetary amount due for each sled annually.  That number is $100.00 per sled.  PERIOD!  Again, NYS snowmobile 
registration is $100.00 per sled per year.  BUT, by NYS law, a person who chooses to support and join one of the 230 
NYSSA snowmobile clubs that build, sign, and maintain the 10,500 miles of snowmobile trails in NYS (via a low cost 
club membership) receive a substantial discount off that $100.00/sled figure.  Most NYSSA clubs have set their mem-
bership dues at $25.00 (the minimum amount they can set), while others are a little higher.  That small dues amount 
gets the member a NYSSA annual membership ($5.00) and the remaining $20.00 goes directly to the club.  If you 
pay online, credit card charges are split proportionally between NYSSA and the Club.  The member receives an official 
NYSSA Voucher that can be used at any DMV office or on DMV’s website for a discount of $55.00 per sled (PER 
SLED!) off that $100.00 registration fee.  So, in other words, for a $25.00 membership you would save a total of 

$30.00 off your first sled, but $55.00 off each subsequent registration that year. 

 Most importantly, when you choose to support and join a club where you ride the most, you are putting your 
money directly into the system that you ride.  NYSSA also promotes joining as many clubs as you feel you can finan-
cially support each year, as no one rides just one club’s trails system.  Each additional (“secondary”) NYSSA club 
membership, for any club across the State, is just $20.00 (you are only charged the $5.00 NYSSA dues once).  Again, 
that amount goes directly to the club or clubs of your choosing and NYSSA does not receive any additional fees since 
you are already a member of another snowmobile club.  Your money goes directly to where you ride. 

 Back to the NYS registrations… included in that $100.00 fee per sled per year (or the discounted rate of 
$45.00 for club members) is a $10.00 fee that goes directly to NYS to cover the DMV transaction.  The remaining 
amount (either $90.00 or $45.00) is deposited into the NYS Parks Snowmobile Trail Fund account, which is spent 
back to the clubs who maintain the trail system in a “reimbursement grant program” based on miles maintained, with 
reimbursement of expenses and hours spent working on the trails.  NYS Parks can keep “up to 30%” of that fund 

(Continued on page 22) 

TRAILS 

Registration dollars go to the Snowmobile Trail Fund, which 

supports the Clubs who maintain the snowmobile trail system! 
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revenue for State snowmobile projects on State-
owned lands.  NYS Parks has 3 employees that 
administer the program whose salaries are paid 
from the Trail Fund revenue also.  The costs as-
sociated with the snowmobile trail insurance pol-
icy that protects landowners and clubs as well as 
the snowmobile safety class program and law 
enforcement patrols on the trails are all taken 
out of the remaining trail fund amount.  (NOTE:  
The NY State Police, NYS Parks, and NYS DEC 
snowmobile patrols are NOT reimbursed from 
this program for their efforts to patrol snowmo-
bile trails). 

Speaking of trail patrols, we at NYSSA 
are informed by riders during each season about 
other sleds that are running without a current 
registration.  You do realize that this is negatively 
affecting the amount of money in the trail fund 
available to help trail maintaining entities with 
the ever-increasing expenses to keep-up the 
trails?  You also realize that with tight budgets 
locally, many law enforcement agencies that 
have or used to have snowmobile patrols are 
cutting or have cut back?  We need full compli-
ance with the law for registrations of snowmo-
biles, as that is what allows for clubs to effec-
tively maintain their trails, improve signage, and 
upgrade equipment.  If you see unregistered 
sleds on your sled trips, let us know where you 
saw this, so we can pass that information onto 
Parks. 

 The amount that is available for reim-
bursement to the Trail Maintenance Entities (TMEs, as they are referred to by NYS) is what remains after the above 
mentioned programs and projects are taken out.  In early November, the Parks snowmobile unit is charged by law to 
take the amount of the revenue brought in at that time from sled registrations and decide how to split up the funds to 
the TMEs.  The total number of miles and the total revenue available dictate how the “per mile rate” is set.  That “per 
mile rate” for each classification of designated snowmobile trail is then multiplied by the total miles a TME maintains, 
resulting in a “maximum amount” a TME will receive in reimbursement funding.   

 In case I wasn’t clear with this message, I will reiterate it again…this is a REIMBURSEMENT program.  TMEs 
must spend more than their maximum allowed amount set by Parks in order to receive that funding. 

 It is very important to understand that by registering your sled early (prior to November), your registration 
money will be paid out to the TMEs all across the State in this season.  Unfortunately, if you wait until it snows, most 
likely your money will sit in the account until the next year as “rollover funds”.  TMEs need the money in THIS winter 
season!  Joining early and registering early puts YOUR MONEY into action this fall and winter, when the clubs need 
reimbursement for their efforts to provide trails. 

 A confusing aspect of this whole program is how and when TMEs receive their reimbursement checks.  In 
NYS law, it breaks down the mileage into 2 payments…70% “pre-season funds” and the remaining 30% (after justifi-
cation funds).  Most years, the 70% money doesn’t get paid out until January or February, meaning most TMEs don’t 
see their reimbursement costs come back until February or March…LONG after the bridges were built or re-decked; 

(Continued from page 21) 
 

(Continued on page 23) 

 

Members of the West Rome Riders snowmobile club replace decking on a 

bridge.  Photo by Jim Rolf. 
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groomer maintenance was performed; the culverts were installed; the groomer fuel was purchased; signs were 
bought; and so on.  The remaining 30% is only paid out after the TME proves to NYS Parks that they spent their 
maximum allowable funds in accordance with their regulations.  That check is usually paid out in the summer time, 
and then the TMEs see that money hopefully by the end of summer or the beginning of fall when the new season of 
trail work begins.  Then it goes back to the beginning, when the registration renewals go out. 

 At the International Snowmobile Congress last month in Colorado, which a contingent of NYSSA representa-
tives attended, one eye-opening fact was reported on by the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association.  
Snowmobile sales and registrations in North America over the 2013-14 snowmobile season were both up over 11% 
each.  THAT’S GREAT NEWS!  Hopefully that will carry over to NYS, and the revenue that the Parks receives from 
registrations to reimburse the TMEs will go up.  Here in NY, sled registrations and club memberships were both down 
slightly, right around 500 each.  Positively promoting this great recreational sport to your friends and family is a big 
part of getting more to be involved.  Take a friend snowmobiling this year, and turn them into snowmobile enthusi-
asts as well. 
 

 I’ve tried to, so much as I possibly could, abbreviate and simplify the trail funding process that all TMEs have 

to go through each year.  What I haven’t touched on over and above the justification of the TMEs’ hours and ex-

penses is the amount of additional paperwork each TME must provide just to remain in the funding program.  From 

GPSing of the trails to the DEC or The Canal Authority permit applications and much more, those volunteers do quite 

a lot of work for everyone who enjoys riding the snowmobile trails in NYS.  I hope after reading this, potential new 

TME volunteers will comprehend just a little bit more of what is done, how it’s done, and why people proudly do it.  

But my goal was to press the importance on why the clubs need more help and what your dollars mean to the overall 

trail system.   

 I urge every one of you reading this that already isn’t volunteering for a club to think about it and contact at 

least one club this year to offer your assistance.   Every little bit helps to relieve the pressure that those doing all of 

the work now take on.  From fundraising events, to races, charity events, poker runs, membership drives…they all 

take people to help out.  I’m sure all 

clubs would love a few calls this year 

from those willing to step-up and get 

more involved in the betterment of the 

sport of snowmobiling.  Safe, open, and 

enjoyable trails rely on it!  Thank goes 

to all that help out from us here at 

NYSSA!  

(Continued from page 22) 

It’s not all trail work! Maybe you could lend a hand with a Club fundraiser, like 

this pig roast, an annual social event held by Trackside Blazers. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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2015 International Snowmobile  

Congress Coming to  

Niagara Falls, NY! 

The 47th Annual International Snowmobile Congress 
will be hosted June 10 - 13, 2015 by the New York 

State Snowmobile Association. 

Each year, a different state hosts this event, which 

attracts the leaders of snowmobile organizations 
from around the world.   

NYSSA sent a contingency of volunteers to the event 
this year, which was held in Keystone, Colorado, to 

learn about how the event is structured and run.  
The format remains relatively the same each year, 

but the host association may add its own local twist. 

We came away with lots of ideas about how to make 

this world-class event the best ever.  Niagara Falls is 
a premier destination with plenty to do and see.  The 

participants are guaranteed to get wet at some 
point, as a Jet Boat ride to the Falls is already on the 

schedule!  

For more information about ISC 2015, please visit 

our website at www.isc2015.com.  Registration is 
open! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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NYSSA CHARITIES PAGE 

Pink Ribbon Riders www.pinkribbonriders.com 
The Pink Ribbon Riders mission is to promote awareness of breast  
cancer in the motor sports industry for both men and women while  
raising funds for those in need.  

Easter Seals www.easterseals.com 
Easter Seals has been helping individuals with disabilities and  
special needs, and their families, live better lives for over 85 years.  

NYSSA encourages its individual members and its Clubs to support 

the following charitable organizations: 

The USO www.uso.org/howtohelp 

The USO is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
support the troops by providing morale, welfare and  
recreation-type services to our men and women in uniform. 

Safety Question: 

Q: With a growing number of  snowmobiles out on the trails every winter, 
it is important to recognize the potential impact you and your  
snowmobile can have on which of  the following?  
 

A)  The Environment 

B)  Other Riders 

C)  Dealers and Mechanics 

D)  Public Roads 

A
n

sw
er: A

. 

Note: we don’t make these questions 

up - they’re  right out of the Safety 

Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- usually beginning in September each year. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.pinkribbonriders.com
http://www.pinkribbonriders.com/
http://www.easterseals.com
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website: 

 www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Safety Courses are listed at  

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
August 2, 2013 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting  Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  

Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

September 6, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

October 4, 2014 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

October 3, 4, 5 THE BIG EAST SNOWMOBILE SHOW! OnCenter, Syracuse NY 

November 1 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

December 6 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

January 10, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

February 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Carnegie Conf Ctr - upstairs at  
Drivers Village, Cicero, NY 

(11days after each BOD Meeting). 

August 13, 2014 

September 17, 
2014 

October 15, 2014 

November 12, 2014 

December 17, 2014 

January 21, 2015 

February 18, 2015 

March 18, 2015 

Season 2014-15 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events-list
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://nysnowmobiler.com/images/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2013-14.pdf
https://nysnowmobiler.com/pdf/NYSSA-NY-Snowmobiler-Online-Magazine-Rates-2014-15.pdf

