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DEC Announces Plans To Revise Essex Chain Draft Unit Management Plan 
Public Will Have Additional Opportunities to Comment on Management of the Lands and Resources, including Location of Snowmobile Trails 

DEC Will Continue to Manage the Lands under Interim Stewardship Plan 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) will make substantial revisions to the Essex 

Chain Draft Unit Management Plan (UMP), DEC Commissioner Joe Martens announced today. In response to public 

comments from local businesses, community representatives, individuals and a variety of stakeholders - including many 

who recommended that potential locations for a snowmobile trail should be addressed in the current Draft UMP - DEC 

has decided it will revise the Draft UMP to fully assess the options for locating a snowmobile trail and propose a pre-

ferred alternative. 

DEC expects to release the revised draft UMP for public comment this fall and complete the UMP in time for implemen-

tation in 2015. Until that plan is approved, DEC will continue to manage these recently acquired lands and resources un-

der a stewardship plan to guide access and recreation. 

"This extraordinary property offers an outstanding outdoor experience and is already attracting a large number of visi-

tors," Commissioner Martens said. "Under Governor Cuomo's leadership, DEC is working closely with the Adirondack 

Park Agency (APA), environmental organizations, local officials and other stakeholders to protect the area's critical re-

sources while also providing opportunities for appropriate public use. Our interim stewardship plan provides appropriate 

public access in this area and reflects the work of that partnership. Through the draft UMP process, we will also give the 

public the opportunity to provide input into the future public use of this magnificent property." 

 

When the APA issued its classification of these Essex Chain lands and adjacent areas earlier this year, it anticipated that 

DEC would consider alternatives for locating a snowmobile trail through these lands to connect the communities of In-

dian Lake, Newcomb and Minerva. In June, DEC released a Draft UMP for public review, which noted that the location 

of this snowmobile trail would be addressed in a future amendment to the UMP. 

In addition to addressing the preferred alternative for a snowmobile route through the Essex Chain Complex, the revised 

Draft UMP will include proposals in the previously released draft plan to designate mountain bike routes on gravel roads 

used by the lessees within the Essex Chain Complex through 2018, limited parking near the Chain of Lakes for persons 

of all ages and abilities, and the construction of a bridge over the Cedar River to provide access for all-season recreation 

from Indian Lake to the Essex Chain area. Originally, this bridge had been proposed for non-motorized recreation in-

cluding hiking, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. 

In the revised Draft UMP, DEC will explore options that could include using this bridge for mountain biking and snow-

mobiling as well. 

DEC will also update its interim recreation plan for the Essex Chain Area and issue a formal Stewardship Plan that will 

guide DEC's management of the area and accommodate continued public use and recreation. 

"DEC staff have spent a great deal of time and effort preparing this area for the public, recognizing that it contains sensi-

tive natural resources that must be protected," Commissioner Martens said. "The Stewardship Plan will guide public ac-

cess and use of this area while DEC prepares the revised Draft UMP pursuant to the Adirondack Park State Land Master 

Plan." 

(Continued on page 3) 
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DEC is working with partners, including the towns of Newcomb, Minerva, North Hudson, Indian Lake and Long Lake, 

the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry Adirondack Ecological Center and the Student Conservation 

Association to implement the Stewardship Plan. 

Public access projects already completed include: 

¶ Designating 13 primitive tent sites on and around the Essex Chain Lakes and related water bodies, which require a 

(free) permit; 

¶ Posting signs prohibiting fires within 500 feet of water bodies and at all permitted sites; 

¶ Posting signs indicting no at-large camping within the Essex Chain and Pine Lake Primitive Areas; 

¶ Designating primitive tent sites throughout the remaining area of the Complex; 

¶ Establishing parking areas in the vicinity of Deer Pond; 

¶ Relocating a parking area closer to the Polaris Bridge; 

¶ Establishing parking at the vicinity of the Outer Gooley Club; 

¶ Designating canoe carries; 

¶ Establishing a horse trailer parking/staging area along the Chain Lakes Road (north); and 

¶ Designating a cross-country ski loop. 

 

The Stewardship Plan will also include enhanced seasonal access during big game hunting season on the Camp Six Road 

and Chain Lakes Road (South). This enhanced recreation access will be allowed on an interim basis and will also be ad-

dressed in the revised 

Draft UMP. 

Bill Farber, supervisor of the Town of Morehouse and chairman of the Hamilton County Board of Supervisors, said, "I 

am again impressed by the way DEC and APA are dealing with stakeholder input as they work through assuring that 

they get the outcome for the Essex Chain right! People who assert that DEC and APA aren't listening, haven't been fol-

lowing the processes around the Essex Chain. I am very pleased that a decision has been made to incorporate the full 

plan for the snowmobile trail connections into one complete UMP. For the 5 towns, snowmobiling has been determined 

to be one of the most significant economic drivers associated with these lands." 

Jason Kemper, chairman, NYS Conservation Fund Advisory Board (CFAB), said, "This demonstrates DEC's commit-

ment to continue to provide access to excellent opportunities for hunting, fishing and trapping. We are hopeful that the 

needs of the sporting community continue to be addressed as the UMP is developed for this Complex." 

Dominic Jacangelo, executive director, New York State Snowmobile Association, said, "We are certainly supportive of 

DEC's efforts to locate this important snowmobile trail connection through the Essex Chain Complex as anticipated dur-

ing the classification of these lands. Advancing this discussion in a revised UMP will get us that much closer to being 

able to ride this trail in 2015." 

Diane Fish, deputy director of the Adirondack Council, said, "We commend the Department of Environmental Conserva-

tion for listening to the concerns expressed by those who felt the process was moving too quickly to approve a formal, 

long-term management plan for the Essex Chain Lakes and the areas around it. We support the state's desire to make 

these lands available for public recreation as soon as possible through a temporary stewardship plan. Now, the state can 

take its time to complete a comprehensive analysis of the resources involved and how to best protect and manage these 

magnificent forests and waters for future generations." 

(Continued from page 2) 
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While you wait  

for the next season to starté 
Why not save some money? Sign up for Driver Ed 

online.  Take the course at your convenience  

instead of sitting through a whole long dayôs  

lecture!  And get started saving money on your  

vehicle insurance today!  

  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

        Just $22  
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Presidentôs Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com   

The season will be arriving soon and many clubs are already starting 
their current fundraising activities for the 2014 -2015 snowmobile sea-
son.  NYSSA is developing a program to enhance and promote take A-

Friend Snowmobiling Statewide.  As you know, NYSSA received a grant from the Interna-
tional Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) back in June at the Keystone, Colo-
rado ISC.  We received this award from ISMA for our two winter events with New York 
State Governor Andrew Cuomo on our trail system this past season.   We will be using 
this grant to help purchase the tools we will need to promote snowmobiling across the 
State. We will be looking for clubs that are interested in assisting our Association with 
this great new promotion.  

Directors Needed!  

Now is the time for clubs in areas without a District Director to please contact us.  There 
are many Districts that still do not have a Director delivering the important information 
clubs need to know about.  If you have a penchant for promotion or a strong ability in 
selling, please contact us, we have openings on a couple of committees that would fit 
your ability.  

Registrations  

Our registrations are down across the State, and Clubs should be concerned.  We dipped down to 90,000 registrations 
a couple of seasons ago and have seen an increase to around 116,000 the last 2 seasons.  Our sport has seen it as 
high as 172,000 registered  snowmobiles a decade ago and has steadily stayed around 135,000 till the horrible season 
of 2012.  There are many reasons we can blame for the huge loss of registrations. Gas prices are still too high for most 

people and the large loss of employment opportunities force people to move to areas where employment is easier to 
find.  Many clubs also report on the large number of unregistered snowmobiles being operated across the State.  We 
understand most of this illegal activity occurs during the weeknights on the trail system.  I have been told that Law 
Enforcement will be out more during the weeknights to find these scofflaws this season.      

2015 Forum  

Our Events and Promotion committee is exploring 
some new classes and seminars for next yearôs Edu-
cational Forum in Rochester, New York.  They are 
thankful for the survey cards last yearôs Delegates 
filled out and turned in.  You gave them some great 
suggestions and they are anxious to work on some 
of these suggestions and introduce them into our 
seminars for next April.  If you have never been to 
one of our Forums or it has been years since you 
last attended, next April might be the time to stop 
in and visit with some old friends across the State.  
In 2015 Rochester is hosting this event, and we are 
in the last year of our contract with them.  We have 
sent a request for proposal (RFP) across the State 
looking for bids for our 2016 and 2017 Forum sites.  
The deadline for responses  is September 4, 2014. 
At that time the proposals will be reviewed and we 
will select the site for the Forum for the next 2 
years.  We are looking forward to receiving the bids and reviewing them.  If you have an interest in hosting our Forum, 
please contact our Executive Director, Dom Jacangelo or General Manager, Anne OôDell  for a bid package. 

Directors Needed!  

Albany/Greene 

Cortland 

Essex 

Fulton 

Montgomery/Schenectady  

Nassau/Suffolk 

Orange/Sullivan  

Rockland 

Saratoga 

Schoharie 

Schuyler/Tompkins 

Ulster 

Warren 

A vintage sled show is always the highlight of the Forum. Some really un-

usual sleds speak to the history of our sport!  Photo by Jane Chaddock. 
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2015 Super Raffle  

Our General Manager Anne OôDell is again hard at work contacting businesses across the State for our Super Raffle.  
This raffle is pure profit for the clubs selling these tickets since there are no costs involved for the clubs.  Many clubs 
sell thousands of tickets - this is an easy way to help increase club operating revenue.  The only thing we need is 
great prizes to offer the purchaser of the ticket.  I am asking all our members to help raise some prizes to offer on 
this raffle.  Last year, one of the grand prize winners was not a snowmobiler.  He bought a ticket in hopes of winning 
the cash.  To entice the non-snowmobiler, we need to have a diverse prize package to offer. With 50 prizes on the 
ticket, and a limited number of tickets printed,  they have a great chance of winning.  If you have a prize that has a 
great appeal and would draw attention to help the sales of our Super Raffle, please contact Anne at our office before 
September 1, 2014 so she can add them to the ticket in time to go to the printer.   The Super Raffle is a great tool 
for clubs and the continued success will depend on the type of prizes we can offer to the purchaser of the ticket.  If 
you are busy like most everyone and want to help the trails, this is a great way to help out by donating a tantalizing 
prize for the raffle.   

Enjoy the rest of the summer and we will see you soon.  --Jim Elmore, President   

(Continued from page 5) 

Melvin the Moose, the Mascot from ISC 2014 in Keystone 

Colorado, was sighted at the NASCAR Race in Watkins 

Glen! Apparently Melvin canôt drive, as heôs seen here  

riding shotgun in an unidentified pickup truck. He got a VIP 

Pass, and an autograph from  NASCAR driver Kurt Busch ! 

Photos provided by Rosanne Warner. 
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Prize Deadline: 

September 8, 2014 

Drawing: 

Saturday, April 11, 2015 

Rochester, NY 

Sponsored by the  

Onondaga County Snowmobile Association 

 Syracuse, NY  
in Support of New York Snowmobile Trails  

Prize Sponsor Form 

(Minimum Prize Value $200) 

 

Business Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Business Address: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person: ______________________________ Title: ___________________________ 

 

Phone:  ________________________________  

 

Website Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

New York State Snowmobile Association 
PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 
Tel: 888-624-3849       Fax: 888-317-2441 

nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com   www.nysnowmobiler.com 

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΚ /ŀƭƭ !ƴƴŜ hΩ5ŜƭƭΣ b¸{{! DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ууу-624-3849 x101. 

Office Use:  Prize received date ________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

Please return completed prize form to NYSSA @ 888-317-2441 by September 8, 2014 

 

*** If your prize is a gift certificate/card PLEASE forward it to NYSSA, address below ***  
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Itôs TIME  to RENEW  

your  

CLUB MEMBERSHIP!  

How to Renew Online and Print your Voucher  

1.  Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com and click on the Big Green Button at the upper left.  
 

2.  Enter your Member ID and password.  

¶ Donôt know your Member ID? Use the ñForgotò link: 

¶ Donôt know your Password? Use the ñReset Passwordò button. 

3.  Once you are logged in, you may renew your membership with your existing Club, or join a 
different club, or join several clubs. Be sure to select the ñIndividualò or ñFamilyò member-

ship type as appropriate.  

4.  Fill in your credit card info and press PAY NOW!  

5.  Once the transaction is completed, return to the home page. To the right of the Club Name 

is the word óVoucher ô.  Click on that to view and print your Voucher. 

 

Still need assistance? Email us at membership@nysnowmobiler.com , or call the Membership 

Turn the page to learn how to register your sled(s) online 

with the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles!  -- >  

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
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How to register your sled(s) online with  

the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles  

1. Letôs get you to the right place: 

 If you are a New York State Resident , go to this website:  

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/RegistrationRenew/index.cfm  

 

 If you are Out of State , go to this website:  

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/SnowmobileOutofState/  

 

 

2. Follow the on - screen instructions (they are different for NY Residents and Out of State, 
so we canôt reproduce them here). 

 

 
3. Remember to enter your 12 - digit NYSSA Voucher ID (located above the barcode on your 

2014 - 15 Voucher) with no dashes or spaces .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Print your Temporary Registration -  your permanent registration and stickers for your 

sled will be mailed to you by NYS DMV within ten days.  

XX-XXXX -XXXXXX  

You are nowé   READY  

TO  

RIDE!  

Photo courtesy Rob Bick 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/RegistrationRenew/index.cfm
https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/SnowmobileOutofState/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  August 2014 - Page 10  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com   888-624-3849 x104 

Join your club!  

Itôs not too early to join.  I repeat: it is not too early to join your club.  
While we are all enjoying this summer most of the clubs are doing major 
maintenance on their grooming equipment and getting ready for this 
winterôs season.  They are usually doing this with thin bank accounts.  
Many of them, if not most of them, have yet to received their final check 
from their local sponsor (the state to keep it simple) from last season.  
Imagine if you were not paid until five months after you performed a 

job.  I would think your bank account could use some resuscitation at 
that point.  Help your club out and join now while the weather is warm.  
They really could use your membership now!  And next month, join that 
second club where you also ride! 

 

Take a Friend Snowmobiling!  

There are approximately 90,000 house-
holds that participate in snowmobiling in 
NY State.  About 8% of these households 
are from outside the state.  Unfortunately, 
our numbers are not growing.  There are 
many people interested in going snowmo-
biling but there are many who just donôt 
know where to start.  So letôs help them 
along.  This winter let us each make it our 
business to take that friend out for a ride.  
Letôs give him or her a chance to get on a 
sled and find out what it is all about.   

This winter NYSSA will be sponsoring along 
with local clubs several Take a Friend 
Snowmobiling events around the state.  
Our hope is to introduce new people to the 
sport or re-introduce the sport to those 
who have ridden a long time ago.  How 

often have you heard someone say, ñWell I 
last rode a sled back in the 80ôs and it was 
fun.ò  Imagine what they would think if 
they got on a modern sled?   We all owe it 

to the sport to introduce new people to the sport and keep it growing.  The sport not only contributes to our quality 
of life but the economy of the state as well.  By the way: when you take that friend snowmobiling, take a few pho-
tos and send them in.  We will put them in the magazine or on the NYSSA Facebook Page. 

(Continued on page 11) 

 
Itôs so easy to join.. 
Why not do it now? 

Sleds sure have changed, as this picture illustrates! Photo by Anne OôDell 
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The end of an era!  

In September, a key NYS Parks employee 
responsible for the snowmobile program will 
be retiring.  Steve Lewis will be leaving 
Parks after a long career in a variety of  
positions.  He took over in 2007 from Vic 
Wood, who was the architect of the Stateôs 
program.   Everyone at NYSSA wishes Steve 
well in his retirement.    

The 2016 & 2017  
NYSSA Educational Forum  

Plans have begun for the 2016 and 2017 
Educational Forum and Annual Meeting.  
These plans start with site selection and 
then move on to detailed planning.  NYSSAô 
s requirements for a host community are 
laid out in a formal RFP that is well circu-
lated to upstate venues.  It is estimated 
that our Educational Forum generates 
$300,000 for the host community.  Over the 
past five years, we have been in Syracuse, 

Lake Placid and Rochester for this event.  If you know of anyone who may have an interest in this RFP please direct 
them to www.nysnowmobiler.com  or contact me at Dominic@nysnowmobiler.com.  Stay safe this summer and see 
you on the trail.  

(Continued from page 10) 

Hereôs Steve Lewis at his very first State Fair in 2007.   Steve has spent a lot of 

time promoting the NY Snowmobile program.   Photo by Anne OôDell 
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Adirondack Powersports 

Appolsonôs 

Bibbenôs Sales 

Bob Weaverôs Motorsports 

Buckôs Motorsports 

Capraraôs Outdoor World 

Cycle Motion 

Cycle Shack 

Della Motorsports 

Donôs Polaris 

Edelmann Sales, Inc 

Excell Motorsports 

Fun Unlimited 

Gamble Distributors 

Griffin Motorsports  

Hermans Performance 

Ingles Performance 

Ithaca Recreation 

Jan-cen Automotive 

K&H Kawasaki  

Kubeckaôs Polaris 

Leisure Time 

Maddieôs 

Mattôs Cycle Center 

Menneto Powersports 

Moody Polaris 

OôNeil Sales 

Pioneer Motorsports 

Polaris of Riverhead 

Powerhouse Motorsports 

 

 

Precision Power 

Preferred Powersports 

Schoff Polaris 

Sled Shop Racing 

Sportline Power 

Sports Unlimited 

T. Nelson Sales 

TC Sports 

Teixeiraôs Polaris 

Waite Motorsports 

Zahm & Matson, Inc. 

Zambri Motorsports  
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