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DEC Finalizes Community Connector Multiple-Use Trail Plan 
Construction Will Begin Immediately on the 40-Mile Multi-Use Trail between the Towns of Minerva, Newcomb & 
North Hudson in the Adirondacks 

A plan to establish a 40-mile community connector multiple-use trail system between the communities of Minerva, Newcomb and North 

Hudson in the Adirondacks has been approved, state Department of Environmental Conservation Acting Commissioner Marc Gerstman 

announced today. 

"Governor Cuomo committed the state to expanding and promoting diverse outdoor recreational experiences in the Adirondacks and a sus-

tainable economy for Adirondack communities," said Acting Commissioner Gerstman. "DEC is gratified to work together with the commu-

nities that host the Finch acquisition and to see our commitments fulfilled. We pledge to continue our partnership with the environmental 

community and the towns. The new trail will establish new areas to mountain bike, horseback ride, hike, snowmobile, cross-country ski and 

snowshoe while linking to amenities found in the communities." 

The finalization of the plan will allow for construction to begin immediately on 18-miles of new trail between Newcomb and Minerva. The 

entire trail is expected to be completed by 2018, with portions of the trail being open to the public next year. Work will also begin next year 

on the trail connecting Newcomb and North Hudson, starting with the construction of a bridge over the outlet of Palmer Pond near the ham-

let of North Hudson. The whole trail system is expected to be completed by 2022, with new trail segments becoming available for public 

recreation every year until the completed date. 

The trail system connects the Forest Preserve units of the Vanderwacker Mountain Wild Forest, the Camp Santanoni Historic Area and the 

Lake Harris Public Campground as well as the Hudson River Hyslop and Blue Ridge Road Conservation Easements. It will follow existing 

roads and trails on public, private and conservation easement lands to minimize the amount of new trail building. The design of the trail 

system includes efforts to minimize impacts to residents along its route and to the natural and cultural resources of the area. This will in-

clude looping around the Gate Lodge Complex of the Camp Santanoni Historic Area. If connections are needed across private property, 

permission will be sought from the owner. 

The plan also calls for the construction of a bridge over the Palmer Pond outlet that will provide administrative access to maintain the dam 

and a crossing for the Newcomb to North Hudson community connector trail. Additionally, the plan calls for the addition of new primitive 

tent sites for camping and a new lean-to near Great Camp Santanoni to protect the historic structures from potential damage caused by inap-

propriate use of the Great Camp complex. 

The plan can be found on DEC's website. 

State Senator Betty Little said, "The community connector trail will afford so many more people access to enjoy and appreciate this won-

derful part of the Adirondack Park. This means so much to these communities, and particularly the small businesses that will benefit from 

an outdoor experience that appeals to more tourists of all ages and physical ability. I thank Governor Cuomo, DEC Acting Commissioner 

Marc Gerstman and the staff for working with the local officials and other stakeholders to establish this long-desired trail system." 

Assemblyman Dan Stec said, "I applaud DEC for listening to the needs of the people and deciding to make this multi-use trail a reality for 

the five towns. The purpose of this land acquisition was touted to include recreation and economic development needs. It's good to see DEC 

following through on this commitment." 

Chair of the Hamilton County Board of Supervisors Bill Farber said, "This community connector trail is another great example of the suc-

cess we can achieve when the region's five towns and two counties work in partnership with state agencies and local stakeholders. Snowmo-

biling is important to our region, and opening this trail will be a direct benefit to our winter economy. Thanks to Governor Cuomo and 

DEC, we have achieved a balance in protecting the Adirondack Park and opening it to greater recreation and tourism opportunities." 

Town of Minerva Supervisor, Steve McNally said, "With the Governor's and DEC's help, we are really excited with the new opportunities 

ahead of us. With limited accommodations and services in our small towns, having the ability for people to get from one town to another 

will make us a better destination." 

Town of Newcomb Supervisor, George Canon said, "This is a major step toward greater economic benefits for the communities in the five-

town hub, especially during the winter months. Thank you to Governor Cuomo and DEC for their ongoing commitment to Adirondack 

communities, residents and visitors." 

Town of North Hudson Supervisor Ron Moore said, "The Town of North Hudson is very pleased to have this new recreational opportunity 

that will provide a Community Connector Trail between the five towns. We believe this will help to spur the new growth in our economies 

that we so desperately need, while at the same time preserving and protecting the environmental resources that are our great treasure. Many 

thanks to the DEC for their continued commitment and hard work in bringing these new recreational opportunities to all of our people and 

the economic benefits that will support our struggling businesses as a result." 

Adirondack Council Executive Director William C. Janeway said, "The Adirondack Council supports the goals of the state's community 

connector snowmobile trail network, which aims to make snowmobiling between the park's communities safer, easier and more ecologically 

friendly. Moving trails off of lakes and ponds, out of the middle of Forest Preserve units and toward existing travel corridors is good for 

protecting clean water, wilderness, wildlife and the winter economy of local communities." 
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AD RATES 

Share the Trail (but stay ON the trail!) 

Sometimes when you’re out sledding you’ll encounter other trail 

users, such as snow shoers, cross-country skiers, and even horses 

(the horses in this photo are a little hard to see).  Please be courte-

ous when you encounter other trail users. Yes, they’re on “our” 

snowmobile trails, but there also out there to enjoy a great winter 

day.  

These riders have yielded the trail so as not to spook the horses, 

which is great, but you should always try to stay on the groomed 

corridor. 

Photo by Jim Elmore 
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President’s Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

The race for the White House is well under way and the debates have already started.  I don’t re-
member a time where it started as early as it has this year.  I think the reason for the early start is 
due to the long snowy winter we are expecting.  The Presidential hopefuls need to reach us early 

and get their message out because, they know we will be hitting the trails soon for this season.   If the winter is like 
last season, we will not have much time to pay attention to all the political talk until  the spring.   

Getting Ready! 

I know a few diehards that are already getting their sleds and trailers 
ready for the season.  It might seem like  a little early to start but, it 
makes sense to work on this equipment in the warm weather than 

waiting till you need them when it’s cold and snowy.  Maintenance 
for a trailer is not a difficult project to take on now.  Check all your 
lights and wiring for issues that are  causing them to  not operate 
properly.  Sometimes pesky little mice or chipmunks will find your 
trailer a nice place to live for the summer months.  These varmints 
like to eat the plastic coating on wires causing shorts in the wiring 
system.  Keep a roll of black electric tape handy to re-cover the wire 
if they do chew on it.  The most important item is the axle on your 
trailer.  Please take the time to remove the tires and grease your 
bearings.  I recommend grease that does not wash away with water, 
marine grease is a great product to use on a snowmobile trailer.  
Replace any tires that show signs of wear, dry rot, or cracks on the 
sidewalls.  This late summer time project will make your life easier 
this winter and keep you on the trails.  

A New Sled For You? 

The current fleet of new snowmobiles hitting the marketplace are 
being built much like our cars.This is not a bad thing. They are built better than models 10 years ago and will outlast 
those earlier models by many years.  The pitfall from this new technology, is that it makes it harder for us to do our 
own repairs.  You still can do some minor repairs or adjustments to them like checking your lights and your track for 
wear.  Many new snowmobiles now have easy adjustments built into the suspension systems. A turn of a button and 
the rider can change the set up for the type of trail they are on.  Years ago we would have to put the sled on its side to 
adjust the suspension.  The electronics on snowmobiles work great and assist the sled on how much oil to inject and 
when to properly fire the spark plugs.  Years ago we would always have a coat pocket filled with spark plugs before we 
hit the trails. These days if you have 2 spares under the hood they will remain there till you decide to change them out.   
The down side with all this great new technology installed on the snowmobile is when there is a problem, you need an 
experienced snowmobile dealer to repair them.  They have the equipment to read the  on-board computer system and 
tell them what sensor is failing.  Please do not attempt to repair some of these computer related or electrical parts on 
your snowmobile.  What you think could be an easy repair might end up coasting you more money and a loss of riding 
time.  

Grow the Sport: Take a Friend Snowmobiling 

Our Take A Friend Snowmobiling is returning this season to bring more attention to our sport.  We plan on holding sev-
eral events across the State again this season.  We are looking over a couple of sites that are not easily accessible to 
the snowmobile trail.  We would like to show our sport to a larger audience of people that like to get outdoors and 
want something to do in the winter months.  We will have more details and information on our Take A Friend Snowmo-
biling program later this year.   Clubs are more than welcomed to hosts their own Take A Friend Snowmobiling event.  
If you need more information please contact our office for details on hosting an event.   

(Continued on page 8) 

Trailer tip: an ordinary bucket over your hitch, chains and 

electrical connector - secured with a small bungee cord - 

helps keep them out of the weather and trouble-free.  Shh! 

The Dragon is sleeping! - photo by Anne O’Dell 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

Yes we are in the “Dog Days of Summer”, but that also means that winter will be here before you know it.   
Have you joined your club?   
Have you registered that sled?   
Have you prepared that sled and trailer for the winter that is coming?   
All good things to do while you are enjoying the last of summer days.  (Saves a few frozen bloody knuckles also!) 
 
Good news!   
 
This summer has produced some really good news on the snowmobiling front.  The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation has adopted the Community Connector Trails Plan for Newcomb, Minerva and North Hud-
son.   The system of trails that DEC will build (hopefully with help from  the communities and local clubs) will finally 
provide reasonable connections from Minerva to Newcomb and North Hudson.   These Community Connector Trails are 
a vital component to a vision these towns (along with Indian Lake and Long Lake) have to create a “Five Town Recrea-
tional Hub” and bring about modest economic growth to their area.   
 
The plan is not without its opponents that includes the usual cast of characters.  I hope this trails plan does not get 
tied up in court, arguing over issues which have been carefully considered in the plan already. A full copy of the DEC 
press release appears in this publication.  Personally, I look forward to riding this new trail network and bring some 
economic activity to the area.  
 
Talking about the area, the plan to store empty oil tank cars in the same area is bone headed at best!  We can argue 
with some groups about what trails should be built but this plan just seems way out of touch with the tourism econ-

omy that is building in that area of the park.  (I will be at a Forest Preserve Advisory Committee meeting on the 28th 
where I might be able to get more insight to what is being proposed.)   
 
Upcoming Big East! 
 
This is a great time of year to take inventory of your snowmobile gear 
and assess what has come to the end of its useful life.   Or, that it is 
just time for an early birthday present and treat yourself to those 
warmer gloves you always wanted.  The Big East Snow Show is sched-
uled for October 2, 3 & 4th in Syracuse.  If you have never been to it, it 
is certainly worth the trip.  You will find every kind of gear as well as an 
opportunity to view and shop for the latest and greatest that the manufacturers have to offer in sleds.  Great place to 
check out that new trailer you have been thinking about or just a new bib.  Prices are very competitive and for most 

items, you can comparison shop to get the best deal.    
If you come be sure to stop by the NYSSA booth and say hello.  We will all be there to answer your questions regard-
ing anything snowmobiling!  (Sorry, I have no idea which presidential candidate has actually been on a snowmobile!)  
 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik gets it!    

I recently had the opportunity to discuss Adirondack snowmobiling issues with Congresswoman Elise 
Stefanik (NY-21) at a relaxed event in the North Country.  I was very impressed with the  
Congresswoman’s knowledge of our issues in the Adirondack Park and her general understanding of 
snowmobile access issues throughout the United States.  The Congresswoman was looking  
forward to this winter when she might have an opportunity to once again get on a snowmobile and 
join us at a Take a Friend Snowmobiling event!   

Suggestions Please!  Is there a topic of interest to you that you would like to see us run an article 
about?  Drop me a note and we’ll do our best to put an informative piece together.    
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Safety Question: 

Q: Why is proper summer storage service and pre-season preparation in the fall so 
important?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A)  They make the snowmobile season last longer 

B)  They reduce the cost of snowmobile insurance 

C)  They help insure trouble-free snowmobiling during the winter 

A
n

sw
er: C

 

Note: we don’t make these questions up - they’re  right out of the Safety Program workbook!   

Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- beginning in September each year. 

 

The big yellow buses will soon be hitting our streets carrying some precious cargo onboard.  Please slow down and 

drive safely  when you see a school bus., Our kids are more important than you running late to work.  I am still 

amazed how many drivers still fail to stop for a school bus with the red lights flashing.  We are very lucky our children 

are paying more attention than the drivers out there.  This is just my personal opinion,but  I would rather see jail time 

than a fine for a driver passing a stopped school bus.  Our last summer holiday, Labor Day, is fast approaching, so 

please stay safe.  NYSSA will see you at the Big East Powersports show in Syracuse on October 2nd through the 4th.  

If you are looking for some great preseason deals, this is the event you do not want to miss.  Stop by the NYSSA dis-

play to purchase your Super Raffle tickets, we use the Big East to kick start the New York snowmobile riding season 

and we hope to see you there.  

(Continued from page 4) 
 

Year-Round Safety! 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

Essex Chain of Lakes Complex UMP and adjoining area news 

 First, I want to thank every snowmobiler who submitted their comment to the DEC & APA this past year on the 
UMPs all over the State.  Being involved and “at the table” with DEC is the only way to be heard. 

We encouraged riders to request that the State better consider snowmobiling needs in the new Essex Complex 
plan as well as the adjoining UMPs near the recently acquired Essex Chain of Lakes properties.  Well, THEY LISTENED… 
as the DEC recently announced the new 40-mile community connector multi-use trails between Newcomb, Minerva, and 
North Hudson here: http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/102824.html.  And we are still hopeful that the Essex Chain Complex 

UMP will include snowmobile use and a new Cedar River Bridge. 
 

Adirondack Rail Trail News 

 As reported on over the past few years, NYSSA has supported the conversion of the un-used portion of the 
Remsen-Lake Placid Travel Corridor between Big Moose Station and Saranac Lake.  ARTA (the Adirondack Rail-Trail Ad-
vocates) has been working hard for years to convert the entire corridor north of Thendara to a 4-season trail, all the 
way to Lake Placid.  NYSSA supports their efforts and first presented a resolution approved by the Board back in October 
of 2012.  If the entire corridor was converted to a trail, obviously all snowmobilers that ride in that part of the ADKs 
would enjoy the rail-less trail. 

 In Dec of 2014, the NYSSA Board passed a new resolution to more accurately reflect the State’s official UMP 
stance on what areas they want to convert to a multi-use trail to include snowmobile use ongoing between Tupper Lake 
and Lake Placid, as well as to restate our stance against bolstering train service and spending additional NYS tax-dollars 
between Big Moose Station and Tupper Lake 9which the State DOT and DEC presented in their UMP  
(http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/62816.html ). 

As we have pointed out over and over, the corridor from Remsen north to Lake Placid can NOT be used during 
the early and late season due to lack of sufficient snow for safe snowmobile travel as well as during times of low snow 
or a thaw due to the rails showing through.  Leaving the rails between the Old Forge area and Tupper Lake will NOT 
help the wintertime situation, as there are no other connecting snowmobile trails that would allow riders to get between 
the communities in a reasonable amount of time. 

As NYSSA has also pointed out, most of the land between the Big Moose area north of Old Forge and Tupper 
Lake is classified by the DEC as “Wilderness”.  Wilderness precludes snowmobile and even mountain bike use.  So, how 
would new trails be able to be developed through that area when we all know that the extreme-enviro groups who de-
spise snowmobiles would sue to stop any such development? 

The UMP was re-opened and 2 public comment meetings were held.  We are appreciative of those that took the 
time to once again, for the 3rd time in 2 years, to submit their comments and/or attend the public hearings and meet-
ings.  We understand that the State should make their final determination by October.  IF the rails remain between Big 
Moose Station and Tupper Lake AND the corridor between Lake Placid and Tupper Lake is converted to the multi-use 
trail, we hope that the State begins building the trail portion immediately.  We also have made the suggestion that 
where the rails are left in place along the entire corridor, that filling-in between the rails as well as on the outside of the 
rails where the trains’ wheels won’t be affected should be filed in with rocks or other suitable material so that the 
amount of snow required to be on the ground to effectively and safely allow the rails to be filled in would be reduced.  
It’s a costly venture, but if the State feels that they want to continue to pour tax dollars into the railroad for the private 
scenic excursion rides, then they should understand our concerns and spend some dollars to correct the situation that 
we are dealing with.     

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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STEP Program/Groomer Operator Training 

 We really are going to build-up the NYSSA trail inspection program again this year.  After a couple of years of 
“low-snow” depression along with no real teeth into the advisers’ findings where we lost some good trail advisers, the 
NYSSA Board passed a new procedure plan to deal with those clubs that are found to be deficient in signing their trails 
effectively, especially in regards to road crossings and hazards.  STEP (NYSSA’s Safe Trails Education Program) provides 
educational sessions to clubs and riders alike as to the guidelines that the NYS Parks snowmobile unit has in place in 
regards to signing trails for safety.  Both the Safety and the Trails Committees within NYSSA bolstered this program this 
year not just as a penalty process, but to make sure riders are being better alerted to safety issues along trails more and 
more each year.  Most clubs do a fine job and are to be appreciated for their efforts.  But there is always room for im-
provements.   

Any club member interested in attending one of these training sessions this fall should contact their club(s) to 

let them know of that interest.  I am in contact with all club officers and trail coordinators via e-mail, and will let them 
know when classes are scheduled.  As classes are officially scheduled, I will post them on the NYSSA website as well.  At 
this time, the only one of record is in Lewis Co on Sat., Nov. 14th. 

Since STEP has been updated to include the new deficiency procedures, any past volunteer Safe Trail Advisers 
(STAs) who haven’t taken the new course introduced in the Fall of 2014 must attend a current STEP training course in 
order to be an STA going forward.  Again, any snowmobiler willing to become involved as a volunteer STA should con-
tact me and attend a new STEP signing course.  STAs receive assignments and go out to ride trails, assessing their com-
pliance with the signing guidelines.  Clubs work with these STAs to be sure that they have safely signed trails.  STAs 
receive reimbursement for mileage spent on these inspections.  The $1.00 increase in the club dues for SLEDNY will 
fund this program.  

 
Bulk Sign Order 

Clubs that ordered signs through the NYSSA BSO program should be expecting their BSO orders will be ready by 
the Sept. 12th Board meeting in Syracuse.  I’m hopeful that the Directors representing these 76 clubs that ordered and 
saved money will be at this meeting and will bring back the boxes of signs to their local clubs that they represent.  The 
total was over 17,000 new signs being ordered.  And with that many new signs, I’m fairly sure that all clubs are appre-
ciative of any new help installing them this fall and early winter.  Contact the club(s) where you ride the most to offer 
your assistance to them proving safe trails. 

 
Club Membership Promotion 

 I hope that by now all riders are well-aware of the regulations concerning DMV registrations and club member-
ship vouchers.  And since last year when the “blank vouchers” were eliminated by the DMV as an allowable proof of be-
ing a club member, everyone reading should know that they need to JOIN YOUR CLUB(S) EARLY in order to have your 
voucher in your hand (or saved on your computer) so when you go to DMV to register, you are fully prepared.  Clubs 

need the funds to pay for the many trail and groomer work projects they undertake each fall.  Joining the club(s) of 
your choice puts your money to work right away. 

 Registering early (prior to November 1st) each year also insures that your trail fund portion within the registra-
tion fees is also put to work this year for the clubs as opposed to sitting in the State’s General Fund Account for a year 
or more.  Parks disburses the funds they receive this year in this season to the clubs.  Waiting until it snows only allows 
your money to wait to be recognized, as Parks is bound by NYS Law to set the maintenance reimbursement rate for 
clubs in early November.  So please, register your sleds early as well!    

 

RIDE RIGHT!  And BETWEEN THE STAKES!!! 

 

Join a club, wherever you ride!!! 

(Continued from page 9) 
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New York Snowmobilers - INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED! 
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For information about the ISHOF 
Induction Weekend and how you 

can attend, please contact: 
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“New to You” 
By Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

Craigslist, eBay, snowmobiletraderonline……if you’re in the market for a used snowmobile, those are 
the first websites to check out. 
 
Most riders don’t think too much about snowmobiling in the summer but there are some great deals 
out there to be found in the off season.  This past season marked the last season for my older, high 

mileage 2007 snowmobile and so marked the beginning of the search for a newer sled. 
 
Let me tell you, summertime is the best time to search for a used snowmobile as they are in storage and tend to take 
up prime real estate in a garage.  With this in mind, so began the search. 
 
One thing I know about turning over an old sled for a new one is that you have to be patient.  Do your research and 
buy smart.  The deal of a century sometimes never comes along but you just never know. 
 
Such was the case for me this year.  I have certainly bought my fair share of used sleds.  To be honest, I have never 
bought a new one.  A fine used sled is what I commonly refer to as a “New to You” snowmobile.  As a lifelong cheap-
skate I have always taken the tack that I will buy the 
sled I want a couple of years down the road when it is 
cheaper and broken in some.  It works out okay for me 
but you have to remember that these “New to You” 
sleds will likely have higher mileage on them, the seats 
will be broken in and they certainly can come with their 
fair share of problems.  On the plus side, sometimes 
you can find the “New to You” snowmobile with some 
aftermarket updates already installed and little if any 

previous owner flaws. 
 
This year was my best attempt at finding a “New to 
You” sled and my only regret is that there has been NO 
SNOW since I first purchased it.  I have been waiting 
anxiously all summer for the snow to fly to test it 
out……..but I won’t rule out a possible Brap across the 
lawn. 
 
This past spring, my husband searched Craigslist while I 
scoured other internet sites for my replacement sled.  
The search usually takes most of the summer to find an 
acceptable “New to You” sled within the acceptable 

“New to You” budget.  As we hadn’t replaced any of our 
4 sleds in some time, the budget had built up some and 
I could comfortably be in the market for a snowmobile 
that was 2-3 years old. Preferably one with less than 
2,500 miles. 
 
About 2 weeks into the search my husband throws me 
a text and tells me to check out a 2015 Polaris 600 on 
the internet.  2015!!  No way.  No way am I in the mar-
ket for a brand new sled that comes with a brand new 
sticker price. Thanks, but I’m good. 
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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He continued to bring it up over the next 2 weeks and finally, I lamented and I clicked on the ad.  There it was, a 2015 
Polaris 600 Switchback Assault 144 long track, white and black and low mileage.  I felt my interest grow like a child 
wanting a Red Rider BB gun.  The price tag was however suspect, but it still sparked my interest.  The ad read $8,000 
Firm.  With tax that was over $4,000 off the sticker price?  Surely it must have been wrecked, rolled, trashed in some 
fashion, rode hard, who knows what but for that price, something must be wrong with it. 
 
Regardless to what must be wrong with it, I decided for curiosities sake to go take a look-see. 
 
We arrived with trailer in tow (just in case) and a young man greeted us.  He showed us to an impeccably clean garage 
where the snowmobile sat and explained that it was his parent’s house.  He lived just up the street. 
 
To my surprise, it was indeed a 2015 Switchback with not a scratch on it.  Clean as could be.  Shinny like new. 
 
I again asked the price just to be sure that I read what I read and he confirmed his asking price saying it was his bot-

tom line and he was not willing to go any lower.  The sled had merely 158 miles on it.  One tank of gas is all that went 
through it, the oil was clean and the engine purred. 
 
Sensing that he had been led around by other buyers who offered up pay-
ments or deals that completely fell through all together, I pulled my husband 
aside and told him drop the gate on the trailer and not try to dicker on the 
price as I felt comfortable with his honesty.  I was certain that I had found 
my latest “New to You” snowmobile and I expect it will last me a good 8-10 
years. 
 
As we loaded it onto the trailer, I felt the need to pressure the seller as to 
why he would sell a snowmobile that he had only owned for 2 months and 
ran for 158 miles.  His reason…….he had just purchased his first house and 
needed the cash for remodeling.  I confirmed this new house purchase as we 
followed him to it to retrieve the paperwork for the sled.  His need for cash 
was my fortune in a deal that only comes around once in a lifetime. 
 
I brought it home and have already added some aftermarket upgrades of my 
own including a saddlebag for all of my girl stuff like maps, tow ropes and 
extra clothes.  I still need to add my Cleaning Lady sticker to the windshield 
but I will get that done before the season kicks off. 
 
Now my biggest dilemma is, when will it snow? 
 
This season I plan to report on my rides and travel throughout the state with 
my “New to You” sled.  Please stay tuned for trail reports, restaurant reviews and lodging stays.  Most of all, I will keep 

you up to date on the performance of my “New to You” snowmobile and hopefully the deal of the century. 
 

(Continued from page 14) 
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District First Last Email 

Albany/Greene       

Allegany Edward Zalar djfasteddie@roadrunner.com  

Broome Mike Blance mblance12@gmail.com 

Cattaraugus George Couell gfcouell@yahoo.com 

Cattaraugus (Alternate 1) Cathy Hill chilltop@wildblue.net  

Cattaraugus (Alternate 2) Rick Bocharski trickyrj@hotmail.com 

Cattaraugus (Alternate 3) Robert Bach rbach@localnet.com 

Cayuga Randy Coleman cayugasnow@verizon.net 

Cayuga (Alternate) Mike Major mikemajor@verizon.net 

Chautauqua Jeff  Contino jcdkt85@yahoo.com 

Chautauqua (Alternate 1) Ray  Head crhead@windstream.net 

Chautauqua (Alternate 2) Lester Lucas llucas@fairpoint.net 

Chenango Erin N. Pittsley erinnicole224@yahoo.com 

Clinton  Tom Highers tomrh@charter.net 

Columbia James R. Vandenburgh nivex5horns@yahoo.com 

Columbia (Alternate) William Jennings willgo57@yahoo.com  

Cortland      

Delaware David Sprague waltonmotorsinc@yahoo.com 

Erie & Past President 2003-2006 Hal Fleischman newyorksnowmobiler@msn.com 

Erie (Alternate) Jim Teator jteator@roadrunner.com 

Essex       

Franklin David  Knapp daknapp63@hotmail.com 

Fulton       

Genesee Jane Chaddock jane.chaddock@gmail.com 

Genesee (Alternate) Gerry  Ivison givison@rochester.rr.com  

Hamilton Paul Allen peallen1@gmail.com 

Hamilton (Alternate) Michael Allen phazerfx@gmail.com 

Herkimer  Ronald Barnes ronald.barnes@remington.com 

Herkimer (Alternate) & Past President Jeffrey S. Johnson jeffj400yz@aol.com 

Jefferson       

Lewis  Jason Kowalczyk nyssa@kowalczyk.org 

Madison  John Winterton III jrwinterton@yahoo.com 

Monroe/Livingston       

Montgomery/Schenectady  Karl W. Gustafson kgustafson@co.montgomery.ny.us 

If your county doesn’t have a Director, would you consider stepping up?  Directors are the link between 

NYSSA and the clubs in their county. The meeting schedule is on the last page of this Magazine. You do 

not have to attend every meeting! Members are welcome at our Board meetings (schedule on last page). 

Come see what it’s all about! 

For more information, please contact nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com. 

Continued on next page... 
As of 7/10/15 
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Nassau/Suffolk       

Niagara & Past President 2010-2013 Gary Broderick pastpresident@nysnowmobiler.com 

Oneida Jaimie Warner ocwaman1964@aol.com 

Onondaga  Tim Taylor timt@thruwayautoglass.com 

Onondaga (Alternate 1) Gerry  Gould ggould86@verizon.net 

Onondaga (Alternate 2) Gary Hodge hodgesrx@msn.com  

Onondaga (Alternate 3) John  Russell jwrussellny@yahoo.com 

Ontario Kevin  McMahon kevin@fingerlakessnowmobileclub.org 

Orange/Sullivan        

Orleans  Randy Gurnsey rgurnse1@rochester.rr.com 

Oswego George Cummins sybilk@frontiernet.net 

Oswego (Alternate)   Gerald Arzie Jr im3xadad@aol.com 

Otsego  Jim  Tiffany proxcr_tiff@yahoo.com  

Renssaelaer Raymond K. Buchholz rabuck111@yahoo.com 

Rockland       

Saratoga William B  Cook saratogacook@gmail.com 

Schoharie Glenn Hayton haybytheton@yahoo.com 

Schuyler/Tompkins       

Seneca David Van Derlinde dsvd@rochester.rr.com 

St. Lawrence & VICE PRESIDENT Craig LaPlante cjl7002@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence (Alternate) Kelly Grammo kellygrammo@yahoo.com 

Steuben/Yates Mark Wolfanger   

Tioga/Chemung Robert K. Jennings rkjnyssa@stny.rr.com 

Ulster       

Warren       

Washington       

Wayne  Darlene Lombardo darnlombardo@gmail.com 

Wayne (Alternate) Randall Phillips rphillips1808@gmail.com 

Westchester/Putnam/Dutchess & TREASURER John Occhino john@taxman72.com 

Wyoming  Roger McCabe cumminsram44@gmail.com 

  PRESIDENT(no vote unless tie) Jim Elmore jamesjonelmore@gmail.com  

  SECRETARY Rosanne Warner rwarner14@verizon.net 

 Director at Large Phil Laplante groomerphil1@gmail.com 

 Director at Large Dave  Gross davegross47@gmail.com 

 Director at Large Kate Rolf mkrolf@yahoo.com 
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Sledding in the Summer: Flat Rock Inn Watercross 

Congratulations to NYSSA Business Member Deb Johnson, owner of the SledFreak.com company, and her friend Eric Leinbach,  

on winning the 2nd annual 2-up race at the Flat Rock Inn Watercross on August 8! 

OHVers: 
Stay Safe This Summer! 

Photos Courtesy  

Deb Johnson 
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Available all year long at: 

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/memberdiscounts 

 Byrncliff 

 Charlie’s Inn 

 Country Inn & Suites 

 Junction Campground 

 Old Forge Camping Resort 

 Rocky Acres Inn 

 Tumble Inn 

 Water’s Edge Inn 

Check out the local lodging available too, and many more discounts! 
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It’s TIME to RENEW 

your 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP! 

How to Renew Online and Print your Voucher 
1. Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com and click on the Big Green Button at the upper left. 

 

2. Enter your Member ID and password. 

 Don’t know your Member ID? Use the “Forgot” link: 

 Don’t know your Password? Use the “Reset Password” button. 

3. Once you are logged in, you may renew your membership with your existing Club, or join a dif-

ferent club, or join several clubs. Be sure to select the “Individual” or “Family” membership 

type as appropriate. 

4. Fill in your credit card info and press PAY NOW! 

5. Once the transaction is completed, return to the home page. To the right of the Club Name is 

the word ‘Voucher’.  Click on that to view and print your Voucher. 

 

Still need assistance? Email us at membership@nysnowmobiler.com, or call the Membership Help 

Desk at 888-624-3849 x 103. 

Turn the page to learn how to register your sled(s) online 

with the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles!  --> 
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How to register your sled(s) online with  

the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles 

1. Let’s get you to the right place: 

 If you are a New York State Resident, go to this website: 

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/RegistrationRenew/index.cfm 

 

 If you are Out of State, go to this website: 

 https://transact.dmv.ny.gov/SnowmobileOutofState/ 

 

 

2. Follow the on-screen instructions (they are different for NY Residents and Out of State, so we 

can’t reproduce them here). 

 

 

3. Remember to enter your 12-digit NYSSA Voucher ID (located above the barcode on your 

2015-16 Voucher) with no dashes or spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Print your Temporary Registration - your permanent registration and stickers for your sled 

will be mailed to you by NYS DMV within ten days. 

XX-XXXX-XXXXXX 

You are now…   READY  

TO  

RIDE!  

Photo courtesy Rob Bick 
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com 
Safety Courses are listed at http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 

September 12, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

October 3, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

On Center, Syracuse NY 

October 2 - 4, 2015 Big East Powersports Show On Center, Syracuse, NY 

November 7, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

December 5, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail, 3231 Seneca  
Turnpike, Canastota, NY 

January 9, 2016 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

February 7, 2016 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

March 6, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

Tailwater Lodge, Altmar, NY 

April 2, 2015 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Committees meet at 10 am. Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

April 29, 30,  
and May 1 

SLEDNY Educational Forum and 
NYSSA Annual Meeting 

Lake Placid Conference Center 
Main Street, Lake Placid, NY 

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

September 23, 2015 

October 15, 2015 

November 18, 2015 

December 16, 2015 

January 21, 2016 

February 18, 2016 

March 16, 2016 

April 13, 2016 

Season 2015-16 NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

AD RATES 
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