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Brp has contributed more  
than $2 million to North American 
snowmobile clubs.
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Get all the details by visiting your dealer. You can also kick off the snowmobile season at a Dealer Open House.  
Visit ski-doo.com/openHouse to see when and where it’s coming your way!

HURRY. This promotion ends November 30, 2011. 

No oNe eLSe HaS tHe SKI-Doo aDVaNtaGe
• Leader in engine technoLogies offering both best performance and efficiency: rotax® e-tec®, 4-tec® and acetm.  

• Leader in pLatform deveLopment: the Lightweight rev-xtm pLatform offers unmatched handLing.  
• Leader in suspension deveLopment with rmotioN tm, sctm-5 and s-36 handLing package. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER >
    > Kent Lester

I can’t begin to tell you how excited all of us at 
Supertrax International are to be NYSSA’s official 
publication to communicate with its clubs and 
club members. Unless you’re not acquainted 
with my brother Mark, and myself, we’ve had a 
long history of communicating to snowmobilers. 
This is our twenty-third year of publishing and 
that includes not just Supertrax but involvement 
with regional snowmobile publications, too. 
We also publish Dirt Trax Magazine, (formerly 
All-Terrain Vehicle) and are heavily involved in 
television, producing both Dirt Trax Televison  
and SnowTrax Television (seen in-season on the 
Outdoor Channel). Supertrax is now the largest 
circulated snowmobile enthusiast title in both 
the United States and Canada.

Enough about us. Times have changed in the 
sport of snowmobiling and so has the New York 
State Snowmobile Association. We’ve been 
working hard to become qualified to comment 
on how dramatic and all-encompassing the 
changes to both organized snowmobiling and 
NYSSA really are. I can tell you without any 
hesitation this has been an amazing journey. It’s 
been impressive to observe how efficient and or-
ganized NYSSA leadership is and it’s no wonder 
this organization is one of the most respected 
powersport associations in the country.

NYSSA has consistently delivered the goods. 
How do you gain the confidence of govern-

ments, local businesses and the snowmobiler 
at large? You deliver consistent economic ben-
efit for state and local economies, that’s how! 
NYSSA clubs are responsible for an intercon-
nected groomed trail system generating hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in economic impact 
every winter. Most of this impact positively 
affects communities – some that may have 
little to offer tourists in the winter months 
as a result of their geography, amenities and 
location. NYSSA trails are the very life-blood of 
destinations like these.

We have to hand out some kudos to the folks at 
NYSSA who have been involved and are a large 
part of getting this magazine into your hands. 
NYSSA’s Anne O’Dell has been our point person 
for the lion’s share of the editorial you’ll be 
reading in this issue. She is a highly qualified 
writer and editor and we simply couldn’t do 
this without her efficient, thorough assistance. 
You’ll also be reading regular features from Jim 
Rolf, Gary Broderick, Dominic Jacangelo and Jim 
Jennings - all thoroughly informed and qualified 
reporters on the state of snowmobiling in the 
state of NewYork.

Our goal here at New York Snowmobiler Maga-
zine is to keep you informed on important issues 
relating to snowmobiling across the state and 
the country. You’ll be reading hard-hitting edi-
torials, information packed features and lots of 

coverage on the places you enjoy riding and the 
sleds you love to ride. Likewise, on the national 
level, Supertax will keep on delivering the ac-
tion packed, hands-on coverage of every aspect 
of snowmobiling in a way no other enthusiast 
publication can match.

We’ll be working hard to make sure you enjoy 
every issue of New York Snowmobiler when it 
arrives in your mailbox. We can guarantee this 
because we’re hardcore enthusiasts just like you. 
In fact, the editorial staff at New York Snow-
mobiler and Supertrax International have more 
years of snowmobile publishing experience than 
all of our competitors combined. 

Snowmobiling is our passion and we look 
forward to sharing it with you. <

The Excitement 
is Just Beginning!
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Rider pictured is a professional on a closed course. Polaris® recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability.
Always wear a helmet and other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. ©2011 Polaris Industries Inc. *Message and data rates may apply.
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• 136" progressive-rate suspension for better comfort and control
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• Incredibly light and responsive chassis
 RIDER ACTIVE CONTROL

• Side-panel-mounted wind deflectors and tall windshield
 WIND PROTECTION

LEARN MORE AT: TERRAINDOMINATION.COM

PERFORMANCE. VERSATILITY. NO COMPROMISES.
SWITCHBACK ADVENTURE
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I’ve been working on our partnership with the fine 
folks at Supertrax International since 2009 to put 
this magazine into your hands.  Last year, with 
support from Nationwide Insurance, we were able 
to add an 8-page insert into an edition of Super-
trax International.  This year, we are able to offer 
you two print editions of the New York Snowmo-
biler Magazine – you’ll receive another edition in 
January.  All this is done through sponsorship and 
advertising and is at no cost to you or NYSSA.

Before the Snowmobiler’s Rights and Responsi-
bilities Act (SRRA) was passed and signed into 
law, we said part of the benefits of the law were 
that we would be able to communicate with the 
vast majority of snowmobilers.  We were able to 
do that for a couple years by our print magazine, 
but the cost became prohibitive and we ceased 
publishing.  We moved to an excellent online 
magazine full of information that is still pub-
lished every month and can be found at www.
nysnowmobiler.com. 

Membership has its Benefits!

Did you know there is a Membership Discount Pro-
gram for NYSSA Members?  Details are available 
on our website and in the Online Magazine every 
month.  These discounts are especially designed 
for our members and include discounts on Hotels, 
Campsites, Insurance, Cell phones, Car Rentals, 
Vacation House, Adirondack Furniture and much, 
much more.  These are businesses that support 
snowmobiling. Please support them, in turn! 

Businesses Support Snowmobiling 
– Snowmobiling Supports Business

As you look around this magazine, you will see 
advertisements from all over New York State. 
Again, I encourage you to use these businesses 
supporting our sport.  If you have or know of a 
business that you would like to see advertised 
here, please e-mail cathy@supertraxmag.com. 
NYSSA Business Membership is just $100; the 
membership form is online at http://www.
nysnowmobiler.com/business-members .

We are always looking for interesting stories 
about your riding area, interesting and exciting 
experiences you’ve had while riding, safety 
insights, club activities, etc.  If you would like to 
submit a story or the idea for a story, please send 
it to nyssaoffice@nysnomwobiler.com.  Our staff 
will help craft it and publish it in this magazine 
or in the online version.

Our staff, officers, directors and volunteers work 
year round in support of the sport.  If you have 
a question, problem or idea for the betterment 
of the sport, please call the office at 1-888-624-
3849 (toll free).  If you are interested in helping 
to shape the future of snowmobiling in New 
York State, please consider joining us at any of 
our monthly Board of Directors Meetings (The 
schedule and locations are listed inside this 
issue).  The Board meetings are always open 
to members and we can always use fresh ideas 
and a different perspective.

The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) Snowmobile Unit has in-
formed us that there has already been a report-
able accident with injury added to the books of 
the 2011-2012 season.  Please be careful-even 
if just working on your sled, prepping for Grass 
Drags, etc.  Take an extra minute or two and 
consider what you are doing. From a ‘Risk 
Management’ point of view; those thoughts 
might just save your life.  We like having you as 
a member and we want you to be a member for 
many years to come.  Please:  Keep the Rubber 
Side Down!  See you on the trails soon!  <

PRESIDENT’S DESK >
     > Gary J. Broderick, NYSSA President

Welcome to the first edition 
of the print version of New 
York Snowmobiler Magazine 
in more than 4 years!
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You got it because you are a member of a New York  
snowmobile club, and by virtue of that member-
ship, you are also a member of the New York State 
Snowmobile Association (NYSSA). 

NYSSA is a 501c (4) sports association dedicated 
to the advancement and expansion of New York’s 
snowmobile opportunities having its corporate 
beginnings in 1975.  The Association represents ap-
proximately 150,000 members and member families 
and includes nearly 240 snowmobile clubs located in 
all areas of the state.  The organization is governed by 
a Board of Directors representing individual areas of 
the state.  For the most part, one director represents 
a county or group of counties.  There may be up to 
47 directors.  There are four officers:  President Gary 
Broderick, Vice President Jim Elmore, Secretary Ginny 
Ivison, and Treasurer Roger McCabe.  As provided 
in the NYSSA by-laws, each officer serves a term of 
one year and is elected or re-elected at the Annual 
Meeting held each April.  The president may not serve 
for more than three consecutive terms.  The clubs, 
through their delegates to the annual meeting held 
each April, elect the officers, vote on whether or not 
to accept changes to the by-laws and pass judgment 
on resolutions brought before the delegates by the 
various committees.  

The Annual Meeting is held on the Sunday imme-
diately following the Friday-Saturday Educational 
Forum.   Any member of NYSSA can register and par-
ticipate in the two-day Educational Forum. To partici-
pate in the Annual Meeting, you must be designated 
as a delegate by your club.  The number of delegates 
is determined by the number of members in the club, 
one delegate for every 30 members.  If you decide to 
go, be prepared to interact with 700-800 people who 
share your passion for the sport.  (The NYSSA by-laws 
are available online and have much more detail re-
garding the Annual Meeting.)

NYSSA is the largest snowmobile association in the 
world! The Association complies with all NYS and 
Federal laws regarding the operation of a not-for-
profit corporation and is subject to an independent 
audit each year.   The Association is responsible for 
distributing membership information, maintaining 
an online membership system, advocating for the 
welfare of the sport, providing liability coverage for 
our trail system and ensuring that local, state and 
federal officials do not take the needs of our sport 
for granted.  NYSSA and its members contribute 
thousands each year to three official charities: Easter 
Seals, Pink Ribbon Riders and the USO.  

Generally the NYSSA Board of Directors meets once 
a month in the Syracuse area to conduct Association 
business.  The Board meetings are open to NYSSA 
members.  

NYSSA maintains a full time office and staff and is 
available to assist clubs and individual riders with 
their snowmobile related problems, concerns, and 
issues. – Dom Jacangelo, Executive Director.

SSEEING IS BELIEVINGEEING IS BELIEVING
New York’s LARGEST Indoor 

New and Used Parts Store

Open 7 Days A Week December 10th - March 1st

GPS 8187 State Route 12 Barneveld, NY 13304

WWW.HUDONS.COM
315-896-HELP
HUDON’s Snowmobile Salvage
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Oneida County is snowmobile country with the 
largest number of snowmobile club members 
in New York State. Add variety to your winter 
adventure with more than 540 miles of well-
groomed trails through scenic hills, forests and 
fields, parks and preserves that cover the map 
from one end of the County to the other. We are 
also part of the Tug Hill Region and offers scenic 
rides all around Oneida Lake and the North 
Country connecting to neighboring trails on the 
Tug Hill Plateau and into the world-renowned 
Adirondack Park trail system.  

Make the most of your time off the trail, too. Take 
your pick of over 300 fine restaurants and scores  
of local attractions including Vernon Downs Casino 
and Harness Racing, Turning Stone Resort Casino, 
The Stanley, museums, historic sites, sporting 
events, art exhibits, entertainment, shopping, 
brewery tours, and much more.

It’s a snowmobiler’s paradise! Experience 
unlimited winter adventure when you… 
get away to it all in Oneida County!

thegetawayregion.com  |  800.426.3132

Utica, Rome, Boonville, Camden and points in between. With more than 540 miles 
of well-groomed trails, we have your next Central New York winter adventure.

Scan the QR Code 
to view our winter 

attractions on  
your smartphone 

THE ONEIDA COUNTY  
SNOWMOBILE TRAIL GUIDE
Available at the Welcome  
Center at NYS Thruway, Exit 31. 

GET AWAY TO 
ADVENTURE





Snowmobilers must carry registration and proof of 
insurance documents on their person at all times 
while snowmobiling. These documents must be 
produced at the request of any law enforcement of-
ficer or magistrate. Insurance documentation must 
be produced at the request of anyone who is injured 
or suffers property damage as a result of operation 
of a snowmobile.

Holders of snowmobile safety certificates must carry 
the certificate when they are snowmobiling. These 
documents should always be carried on your person 
and never left in the snowmobile.

Display of Registration 
Registration numbers are permanently assigned to a 
snowmobile when it is registered for the first time. 
These numbers stay with the machine from owner to 
owner until it is destroyed or permanently removed 
from the state. 

DMV-provided registration number decals must be 
displayed on both sides of the cowling of the snow-
mobile at all times. The cowling is defined as the 
forward portion of the snowmobile surrounding the 
engine and clutch assembly. Any display position be-
hind the snowmobile cowling (tunnel or seat area) or 

on the windshield is illegal and could result in an ex-
pensive citation for violation of the registration law. 

Yearly registration validation stickers must be dis-
played in the upper left hand corner of the DMV-
provided registration number decals.  Snowmobiles 
already registered in another state or province must 
be registered at a Motor Vehicle office or a snowmo-
bile dealer who participates in the state’s pre-paid 
registration program. Snowmobiles legally regis-
tered in another state or province are NOT required 
to display the New York State registration number 
decals, only the yearly validation stickers. The stickers 
must be displayed next to the home state or province 
registration sticker or number. 

Snowmobile Insurance Requirements 
All snowmobiles operated on any part of a roadway 
or shoulder of a highway in New York State must be 
covered by minimum liability insurance. 

New York State Parks law requires snowmobilers 
to carry liability coverage in the minimum amount 
of $10,000 for an accident involving one person, 
$20,000 for an accident involving two or more 
persons, and $5,000 for property damage from 
one accident. 

Proof of insurance must be carried by the snowmo-
biler and must be displayed on request of any mag-
istrate, law enforcement officer, or anyone who has 
suffered personal injury or property damage as a 
result of the snowmobiler’s actions. 

Snowmobile Trailers and Trailer Registration 
All trailers operated on New York State’s public high-
ways must be registered, inspected, and display a li-
cense plate with an annual validation tag. The vehicle 
used to tow the trailer must be insured. 

Trailer Registration Materials Checklist 
You must have the following items to register your 
snowmobile trailer: 

•  A completed Application for Vehicle Registration  
 form MV-82; 
•  Proof of ownership - a complete Bill of Sale AND  
 one of the following: 
•  an MCO/MSO for a new trailer, OR a signed Title  
 document for a 1973 or newer used trailer 
 weighing more than 1,000 pounds unloaded, OR  
 a signed transferable registration for a used  
 trailer  not requiring a Title; 
•  Proof of payment of sales tax OR tax may be  
 paid at the motor vehicle office; 
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NYSSA NEWS Drive The Tax Man NUTS!  By Dominic Jacangelo and Jim Jennings

Did you ever wonder where the state highway 
fuel taxes go on the fuel you put in your snow-
mobile?  Did you know that you are entitled to a 
refund of the NY State portion of the Highway 
Fuel Tax?  Each time you pump a gallon of fuel 
into your snowmobile $0.08 goes into the state 
highway fund.  That 8 cents for the most part 
ends up going to highway projects because not 
enough of us file for a refund of these dollars, 
a refund that the state says we are entitled to.  
(For those who ride ATV’s or off-road motorcy-
cles, you are also entitled to this refund.) 

So you think it’s only 8 cents?  Here comes the 
geek test, “.08*135,000*(1000/15)=”  Congratu-
lations if you came up with $720,000.  That num-
ber is based on the average rider consuming 66 
gallons of gas or spending $276.00 on fuel over 
the season.  I am sure you agree the estimate is 
probably half the reality.  Looking at the average 
fuel spending in 2003, certainly that the estimate 
is way under what we contribute.

Some clubs have been relatively successful in get-
ting this money refunded to them.  They have en-
tered into partnerships with local gas stations to 
include drop boxes for gas receipts that are attrib-
utable to sleds being filled. For those of you who do 
that, our compliments. Unfortunately, the amount 
refunded currently is only a small percentage of 
what is paid and the vast majority of this money 
stays in the state’s coffers. 

In many states, the state directly refunds this 
money to the snowmobile community.  In Oregon, 
the entire snowmobile program is paid for using 
these funds.  However, efforts to have New York’s 
snowmobile community directly benefit from these 
taxes paid have been met with cold water. 

How do we warm the state up?  We make it worth 
it to give us the money.  We break the status quo! 
For those of you who have a club that benefits from 
a local gas tax rebate program, keep doing it and 
be diligent about continuing.  For those of you 
who don’t, keep your gas receipts and file the FT-
946 form (the form and instructions are available 
online). But don’t wait for the end of the season. 
File the form every time you fill up. The idea is to 
make the state spend more money on refunding 
the fuel tax than the face value of the refund check! 
Get it?  The idea is to make this such a headache 
they agree to give us the rebate in one lump sum 
payable to the Trail Development and Maintenance 
Fund. $720,000 will push the amount available to 
do trail maintenance to well over $5 million an-
nually.  Think of all the nicely groomed trails this 
could buy! 
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NILICO Announces $4,000 
Benefit for NYSSA Members
Long time sponsor, the National Income Life Insurance 
Company (NILICO), has doubled the accidental death 
and dismemberment benefit to NYSSA Members. In 
the event of an unfortunate event, members would 
be entitled to a $4,000 accidental death and dismem-
berment benefit.  

A big THANK YOU to NILICO for its continued support 
of NYSSA and its members. 
www.nilife.com/benefits/secure/SGAAV

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RECEIVING YOUR REBATE FORM:

To print a copy of your rebate form, go to  
www.nystax.gov . In the SEARCH BOX at top of 
the page, type in  this form number: FT-946/1046. 
The second form on the list can be printed out 
and used for your application.

Any person who purchased motor/diesel motor fuel on 
which the fuel excise tax was levied and who used the 
fuel in a nontaxable manner may be entitled to a refund. 

Nontaxable use (off highway) is the use of the fuel in 
any manner other than in the operation of a motor ve-
hicle upon or over the highways of New York State. 

Used by snowmobile club members (motor fuel only) 
– A refund assignment is allowed for sales of gasoline in 
snowmobiles, except if used on the highways of New York 
State. Snowmobile club members, under box B, agree to 
assign their refund for purchases of motor fuel for use in 
their snowmobiles, to the club.



NYSSA NEWS
The Value of Snowmobiling: NYSSA Commissions 
Economic Impact Study with SUNY Potsdam
We’ve signed a contract with the State University 
of New York (SUNY) at Potsdam to complete a new 
economic impact study on how snowmobiling con-
tributes to the New York State economy.  The origi-
nal was done in 1998 and updated in 2003.  We use 
the figures that come from these studies when we 
lobby elected leaders and New York State Govern-
ment on snowmobiling issues and to fight against 
legislation that is unfair to the snowmobiling pub-
lic.  SUNY Potsdam and NYSSA will be sending out 
electronic and hard copy surveys around the state.  
Your input on these surveys is critical to quantify-

ing the impact we have in New York’s economy.  
We know that many towns and villages, especially 
in the Adirondacks, along with many other com-
munities survive the winter on money spent by 
snowmobilers.  With the change of regulations 
allowing snowmobiles on the New York State Ca-
nal System Towpaths, even more communities can 
benefit from snowmobilers in what has tradition-
ally been considered their ‘Off- Season’.  The bot-
tom line?  This study cannot be done without your 
help.  When and if you receive the survey, please 
complete it and turn it in.

Great Rates on 
Snowmobile Insurance

Same Day Coverage
with an Insurance ID Card

Visit and Apply at 
sledinsure.com

CALL 1-800-562-6036 FOR A FREE QUOTECALL 1-800-562-6036 FOR A FREE QUOTE

Fireside Restaurant
& Lounge on premises!

MAIN ARTERY of one of NYS’s
Snowmobile Trail System is

LOCATED DIRECTLY ON
OUR 52 ACRE PROPERTY!

Rt 26 North, Turin Rd, Rome, NY

Deluxe Snowmobile 
Package includes…

Ride up to the Inn at the Beeches…
PARK YOUR SLED DIRECTLY
IN FRONT OF YOUR ROOM!

Inn
at the

Beeches

Rome’s Only Three Diamond 
Full Service Lodging!

Proud
sponsor of

Oneida County
Snowmobiling

• Lodging for Two
•   Full American

Breakfast
•  Plenty of Parking

for your Trailer

$7995
per night

Starting at

Inn
at the

Beeches

Rome’s Only Three Diamond 
Full Service Lodging!

Prou
sponsor

Oneida C
Snowmo
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Rome’s Only Three Diamond 
Full Service Lodging!

Please call (315) 336–1775
for more information & reservations
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Watch For SnowTrax TV On The Trails This Winter:
Cameras Will Be Rolling and You may Be a Star!
Well, maybe not exactly a star but, you may get to see 
yourself on television or even be interviewed by Luke 
or AJ Lester, hosts of the #1 snowmobile TV series in 
North America. Because of SnowTrax TV’s close asso-
ciation with Supertrax Magazine, the SnowTrax film 
crews will be on site in various counties throughout 
the state shooting video for a future feature on riding 
in New York State. Stop and say hello. If someone sticks 
a microphone in your face and asks for your opinion on 
the trails or scenery, have an intelligent response ready 
and apply your friendliest Hollywood grin. Then go 
home and tune to The Outdoor Channel to see if you 
made it through the miles of editing tape that goes 
into each show. You can also watch full video of each 
SnowTrax Show by going to SNOWTRAXTV.com and 
clicking on the video portal there. The shows begin air-
ing in December, so check your local listings or go to 
the above mentioned website for dates and times.

Bookmark and visit NYSSA’s 
Facebook page throughout the 
winter for up-to-the-minute 
news, trail photos, updates and 
more! 
facebook.com/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation



NYSSA NEWS
Club Involvement:
It Really Is Painless!
We know. You’re too busy to put time into working on your club’s 
trails - or your club is too far away to make the trip to do trail work.  
Or the yard work kills you in the summer and early fall.  Or your 
spouse won’t let you get away.  Or the kids’ ball game.  Or you 
were going to play golf, go fishing, etc.   It’s easy to come up with 
a reason not to help out. 

Please make the extra effort to help out your club.  Here are some 
suggestions to make helping out painless. 
 
1. Send an e-mail to the club trail coordinator and get the date of 
next trail work party.  Put the same effort into getting to the trail 
work that you put into getting out for a ride. 
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SNOWMOBILERS 
AMERICA

NEEDS YOUR HELP!
The best protection against  
terrorism or crime is vigilance.
Being a part of TRAIL WATCH 
doesn`t take extra time.

All you have to do is…  
RIDE AWARE and be prepared to 
call the toll free NYS Terrorism 
Tips Hotline:
1-866-SAFE-NYS (1-866-723-3697)

(For emergencies, always dial 911)

What is Trail Watch?    
We as snowmobilers owe our landowners our watchful eye for 
things that might look out of place when we’re on the trails. 
This program has been reviewed and supported by the New 
York State Department of Homeland Security.  We’re not ask-
ing you to intervene, just keep your eyes open and make a 
simple phone call to authorities.

With our trail signing program, everyone should 
be able to know where they are on the trail and 
be able to give a trail number or reference point 
when you place a call. Many of our landowners are 
very pleased to hear of this program as they have 
so graciously given their permission for trails to be 
placed on their property.  Also, many local agencies 
of government and National Grid and many others 
are excited about this program.   Surrounding snow-
mobile associations are also adopting this program. 

We’re pleased with how far it’s grown, but it needs 
your help to be completely successful.

• Sales and Service • OEM parts
• Indoor Storage • Clothing & accessories

FOR EVERYTHING ski-doo!

Northeast Regional 
Dealer of the Year!2011

Old Forge, NY   315-369-9911
www.sm i t hmar ineaga i n . com

smi thmar ineaga i n@gma i l . c om

FOR EVERYTHING ski-doo!

2. Physically can’t get there?  Send an e-mail and see 
what help they need with communications and the 
operations of the club.  You may find that you have 
a talent that they could really use;  start a Facebook 
page for them, bookkeeping, etc. 
 
3. Can’t get to the chicken barbeque?  Send them a 
check anyway.
 
4. Join more than one club. Join a club wherever you 
ride. Your dues will help support each club that main-
tains the trails you are riding.  (Besides you’ll have 
more than one option who to help out!)
 
5. Finally, and this is the easiest suggestion, if you 
have not renewed your membership with the club 
yet, put down the magazine and go do it right now.  
The clubs need your membership fees to get the trails 
ready for the season.  And next year, do that renewal 
on the hottest day of the summer! 

WWW.ARCTICADVENTURES.COM

ULSTER COUNTY 

2050 RT. 32, ROSENDALE, NY

845-658-8844

SNOWMOBILES   ATVs   PWCs   LAWN EQUIPMENT   TRAILERS
EXCEPTIONAL SALES ~ EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE



Best handling. Best engine.  
Best suspension. Best selling.

the 2012 MX Z. go with the leader.
Lightweight platform with strong pyramidal frame delivers unrivaled cornering and comfort that  

are the envy of the industry. Cutting-edge Rotax® engines like the 163+ hp* E-TEC® 800R and 29 mpg  
ACE™ 600 produce unmatched power and efficiency. With dozens of industry firsts, no wonder  

it’s the most sold – and admired – sled in North America since 2000.** See the new MX Z® at ski-doo.com.

©2011 BRP. All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always observe applicable local laws and  
regulations. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Don’t drink and drive. *Based on independent third-party dyno test. **Based on retail sales results as of May 31, 2011.

Brp has contributed more than  
$2 million to North American  
snowmobile clubs.

SkiDoo MXZ 8.125x10.75 STXCAsep-oct.indd   1 7/25/11   9:28 AM
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Scan QR code with your smart phone to access our updated winter trails report.

For trail and fi shing reports, special events and visitor information:
1-800-248-4FUN (4386)

WWW.VISITOSWEGOCOUNTY.COM

IT’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

    Highest annual snowfall east of the Rockies!

With more than 360 miles of groomed 
snowmobile trails you won’t fi nd a

better place to vacation this winter than 
in Oswego County! Thousands of acres of 

pristine wilderness. Friendly and affordable 
accommodations.

� ousands Islands ~
Seaway Region

NYSSA NEWS

•  Proof of your identity ands date of birth; 
•  A check for the correct fee payable to the 
 “Commissioner of Motor Vehicles”.

Snowmobile Accidents

While no one likes to think about accidents, it’s 
important to know what to do in the event one oc-
curs.  The operator of a snowmobile involved in an 
accident resulting in death, personal injury or dam-
age to property of $1,000.00 or more must report 
the accident to Parks and Recreation, Snowmobile 

Unit within 7 days. If the operator is physically in-
capable of making such report, and there is another 
participant in the accident, then such participant 
shall make the report. In cases where the opera-
tor and the participants are physically incapable of 
making such report, then the owner shall make the 
report. Failure to comply with these requirements 
shall constitute an offense punishable by a fine of 
not more than one hundred dollars.

Miles of Trails!
There are over 10,300 miles of volunteer-main-
tained trail in the Statewide Snowmobile Trail Sys-
tem traversing 47 counties, maintained by over 200 
clubs, and  funded through 55 municipal sponsors. 
This vast trail network is comprised of lands under 
the jurisdiction of OPRHP, the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC), 
NYS Canal Corporation, national forest land, local 
governments and thousands of private landowners 
who have opened their property to snowmobil-
ing with insurance coverage provided by the state 
snowmobile program.

Snowmobile Safety Courses in NY
Youths ages 14 through 17 years old may operate 

a snowmobile, on lands upon which snowmobil-
ing is allowed, without adult or other supervi-
sion if they have completed a snowmobile safety 
training course recognized by the State of New 
York. If youth ages 14 through 17 years have not 
completed the training course, they may operate 
a snowmobile if accompanied by (within 500 feet 
of ) a person who is at least 18 years of age. Youth 
ages 10 through 13 may operate a snowmobile 
on lands upon which snowmobiling is allowed, if 
they have completed a snowmobile safety training 
course recognized by the State of New York and are 
accompanied by (within 500 feet of ) a person who 
is at least 18 years of age. Children less than 10 
years old or less than age 14 without a safety cer-
tificate may operate a snowmobile only on lands 
owned or leased by their parent or guardian. A 
non-resident operator who is a resident of another 
state or country and is the holder of a valid snow-
mobile safety certificate issued by that state or 
country shall be considered the same as the holder 
of a New York State Safety Certificate.

Safety course locations and dates are posted at 
www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/
safety-courses.aspx.  <

Continued from Page 11
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The International Snowmobile Manufacturers As-
sociation (ISMA) sounds like a lofty organization. In 
fact, it is. However, the guy who looks after ISMA on a 
day-to-day basis comes off as humble and down-to-
earth. As the President of ISMA, Ed Klim carries the full 
weight of the snowmobile manufacturers’ reputations 
“on his back”. Unassuming and totally approachable, 
Ed never flaunts the importance of his role and the 
depth of his responsibility.

Around the Table

ISMA is the only place you’ll find Arctic Cat, Polaris, 
Ski-Doo and Yamaha sitting at the same table, pulling 
on the same end of the rope in an effort to further 
the interests of snowmobiling. In fact, ISMA is the 
place where the manufacturers show all their cards 
and report total industry sales numbers, breakouts of 
segment sales and all sorts of interesting data. ISMA’s 
annual sales reports are considered the ultimate 
barometer of industry health. Along with data acquisi-
tion, ISMA is charged with lobbying and speaking 
on behalf of our sport at the very highest levels of 
industry and government. When the West Yellowstone 
US National Park controversy boiled over a few years 
back, ISMA was in attendance, speaking on behalf of 
all those who love snowmobiling. 

Speaking Clearly

As well as rising to meet crisis situations and portray-
ing our interests to national and international media, 
ISMA has been key in working with the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) as snowmobile 
emission limits have developed over the past decade. 
Without this strong, unified voice from the four OEMs, 
stick handled and massaged with expert care by Ed 
Klim, we would be in a vulnerable position when 
issues of national importance hit the industry. Make 

no mistake about this - ISMA’s ability to respond and 
speak clearly on behalf of all of who love snowmobil-
ing is, in a large way, tied to the friendly, yet persistent 
personality of Ed Klim.

Ed was the keynote speaker at the 2011 NYSSA 
Educational Forum and Annual Meeting and endeared 
himself to the organization’s leaders with his humor 
and common sense.

What’s Go Snowmobiling About?

We asked Ed where the idea for the Go Snowmobil-
ing Campaign originated. Ed was quick to give 
the credit to the International Snowmobile Media 
Council (ISMC). Truth is ISMC couldn’t have brought 
the Go Snowmobiling concept forward without the 
valuable research ISMA initiated in an effort to better 
understand what non-snowmobilers think about 
our chosen recreation. Ed made this clear in our 
discussion: Non-snowmobilers simply don’t know 
much about snowmobiling. We’re almost “invisible” 
and don’t blip the RADAR when it comes to families 
and individuals hunting for new winter recreational 
activities. ISMA took the results of the research and 
the concept of a Go Snowmobiling campaign forward 
and began to promote it at every level, in particular 
to the snowmobile manufacturers. Without ISMA and 
the consumer research it initiated, we wouldn’t be 
where we are with efforts to expand snowmobiling’s 
appeal across North America.

NYSSA’s Role

Ed was more than a little enthusiastic about every 
state organization embracing the concept. In his 
words: “It makes sense for every snowmobiling 
state to promote Go Snowmobiling. The message 
is clear and easy to convey. All our research data 
clearly indicated many Americans are oblivious to 
snowmobiling and its positive impact on communi-
ties. Sadly, it’s been a best kept secret on both sides of 
the border, but in Canada, the Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs is changing that with programs like 
Take a Friend Snowmobiling, the Go Try It Tour and the 
branding of Go Snowmobiling Magazine.”

Ed understands the most important ingredient 
required for bringing new people into snowmobil-
ing is to take them for a ride.  Ed’s insistence on new 
snowmobiler enthusiasm being linked to experienc-
ing it hands-on comes through loud and clear in his 
passion to see Go Snowmobiling spread across North 
America. In fact, his deliberate assertion every snow-

mobiler needs to take a friend snowmobiling is at the 
root of the issue. When asked how individual sledders 
can participate in Go Snowmobiling, Ed has but one 
answer: “Take a friend snowmobiling!”.

Take Them for a Ride!

Over the years, there have been many self proclaimed 
industry “experts” ready to stand up and speak on 
behalf of snowmobiling. At Supertrax, we really don’t 
get too excited about commentary on our recreation 
when it comes from anyone less than a person as 
addicted to snowmobiling as the crazies around here. 
He made it clear to us his love of the sport is rooted 
in the solitude and scenery so prevalent on our trails. 
However, despite loving the “get away from it all” 
aspect of snowmobiling, he’s not much different than 
us. He loves the camaraderie of snowmobiling; having 
the opportunity to meet friends, renew acquaintances 
and to be with people who share his passion for the 
winter outdoors. In short, he’s as sick as any of us.

Ed had an interesting anecdote to share and it rings 
true for many snowmobile enthusiasts. Ed relates: “A 
Utah snowmobile dealer, Glen Zumwalt, told me how 
he took a good friend of his for a snowmobile ride last 
season. Strangely, he knew this person well but never 
considered inviting him and his wife for a firsthand 
snowmobile experience. Glen gave this couple a great 
first time riding experience and, to his amazement, 
the couple returned a short time later to his Utah 
dealership and purchased a sled. Ed went on to say, 
“That’s what Go Snowmobiling is all about - take a 
friend for a ride and you’ll make a snowmobiler”.

Ed, we couldn’t agree more!  < 

SNOWMOBILING’S  UNSUNG HEROES     > Craig Nicholson

Ed Klim: President, 
International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association
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We’ve always been pretty obsessed with weight  - or 
more specifically, the absence of it in snowmobiles and a 
longer track and skid can easily add thirty extra pounds 
of mass to a sled’s total. If snowmobile performance is all 
about power-to-weight (and we believe it is), then the 
extra weight gained with additional track length appears 
to be a move in the wrong direction.

The engineer clarified the difference between top speed 
and acceleration: A longer track may allow a sled to reach 
a higher top end velocity than a shorter tracked version 
of the same thing but, depending on available traction, 
it may take the same or a longer amount of time to get 
to that top speed number. An interesting conclusion, and 
one he claimed is based on many hours of testing and 
timing by more than one snowmobile manufacturer.

In New York, however, the popularity of longer tracks is 
tied to a completely different rationale. Here, where trails 
rule and riders are focused on destination-style riding, 
a longtrack offers the opportunity to venture off-trail. 
Certainly, a longer shoe offers an advantage when you’re 
fresh snow powder riding or lake running.

Bump Bridging: True or False
Another assertion is that a longer track bridges bumps 
and moguls better than a 120-121-inch length and, 

on trails, in stutter bumps and light chop, will 
provide a better ride than a shorter track. This is 
true but not easy to prove. Unless you can hop back and 
forth between two snowmobiles on the same day on the 
same trail, you can argue pretty effectively that today’s 
advanced spring and shock calibration can accomplish 
the same ride results.

One inarguable fact is this: A longer track gives you more 
traction. Although that statement seems pretty obvious, 
the traction factor is a benefit not just in loose powder 
snow but also at high speeds on hard-packed and icy 
surfaces. Track slippage is a major deal if you’re riding on 
ice and, even when a sled is fully clutched out at the top 
of its speedometer there’s still considerable slippage. 
A larger bearing surface where the rubber meets the 
snow can marginally reduce that slippage and allow the 
sled to gain greater forward momentum. This especially 
holds true if traction studs are used and is another 
consideration when making comparisons.

We think versatility is the key. If there’s none or very little 
performance compromise, why not look for a sled with a 
bigger track surface? Although you may pay a bit more, 
you’ll be able to do more with your sled. The option to go 
off-trail or ride in fresh-fallen snow can be a blast and 
only increases your enjoyment of the sport. 

If 
you’re 
making a 
new-sled selec-
tion this year, we’re 
providing four examples of 
uniquely different snowmobiles 
that will provide the benefits we’ve just 
listed. We’ve submitted some data to accom-
pany the article that may just raise your eyebrows a 
bit. Here’s our list.

Case #1:  
Ski-Doo MXZ TNT with a 120-inch track 
Since its introduction a few years ago, Ski-Doo’s TNT 
series has set the bar very high for the competition 
when the weight issue crops up. This family of Ski-Doos 
is not only the lightest the company makes but is also 
the lightest of all current snowmobiles offered for 
sale in North America. Inherent with their lightness, 
TNTs have very light ground pressure and excellent 
flotation abilities without possessing a longer track. A 
120-inch TNT 600 E-TEC offers a lighter footprint than 
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Do You Really Need a 
Long Tracked Sled?
     > Supertrax Staff Report 

Considering the growing list of new snowmobile models being offered with 
tracks longer than 120-inches, you could argue the industry is swaying over 
to long tracked sleds. We asked one of the OEM snowmobile engineers why this 
proliferation of longtracks exists and he surprised us with his answer. He told us 
it’s specifically about top speed. We were shocked because our team at Supertrax has 
never really been able to prove increased track length actually makes a sled go faster. 

Polaris Switchback Assault 144
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many competitors with 128, 136 or even 141-inch track 
lengths. If you think about it, it’s a win-win deal. You 
can get the brisk handling of a short tracker with the 
deep snow capabilities of a heavier sled equipped with 
longer rubber.

Case #2: 
 Ski-Doo Renegade with a 137-inch track
If you want to take the experiment further, you can 
jump to a 600 E-TEC Renegade that possesses all the 
weight saving technology of Ski-Doo’s XP chassis used 
in the TNT and get the incredible flotation of a 137-inch 

track that’s actually a 
full inch wider along 

its full length. This 
137x16-inch track 

reduces the Ski-Doo’s footprint 
to feather-light proportions and guarantees flotation 
on the fluffiest surfaces imaginable. Its footprint is so 
light, it actually falls right into mountain sled territory. 
Of course, the big advantage is the rider doesn’t have 
to sacrifice the sharp handling you get with a sled that 
has a track less than 144-inches long. Our experience 
has been the Renegade XP with a 137 track is a very 
good handling snowmobile on every type of trail, 
without any compromise.  

Case #3: 
136-inch Polaris IQ Turbo LX
First, we need to clarify this is not a comparison between 
the IQ LX and any of the above-mentioned Ski-Doos. 
There’s a huge weight difference between this 4-stroke 
Polaris and the super-light Ski-Doo 2-strokes. No, we’re 

not being silly. We could have just as well compared it to 
Ski-Doo’s 1200 4-stroke GSX. However, the point is the 
Turbo LX embodies the long distance amenities serious 
trail riders love found on the GSX and other 4-strokes like 
Yamaha’s Vector GT and Cat’s new Procross 1100, along 
with a longer track. 

The Polaris Turbo LX is a very desirable snowmobile for 
riding the types of terrain you find in New York. It has 
incredible power (140hp), a great ride and is extremely 
warm and comfortable on long distance rides. It also 
possesses a 136-inch track. This is a near-perfect track 
length for trail riding and is an ideal counter to the added 
weight its turbocharged 4-stroke brings. Although flota-
tion in bottomless deep snow is merely average, the sled 
is actually very competent in not-too-deep powder and 
better yet, does not sacrifice the crisp trail handling the 
IQ chassis is known for.

From a weight comparison standpoint, the Turbo LX is at 
the extreme end of the comparison scale and the Ski-Doo 
TNT is at the other. In the real world, when you want your 
sled to be all things to all people, the Turbo LX provides 
the comfort, handling and traction a large percentage of 
trail riders want to live with on a daily basis. Read on for 
another extreme example: 

Case #4:  
Polaris Switchback Assault 144
The Assault represents the ultimate in flotation for 
a Polaris that can be ridden on trails. The operative 
term is “can be”. This is not the greatest sled for 
undertaking a 300-mile run on NYSSA trails but it 

Continued on page 22

If So, How Long?

Ski-Doo Renegade 
with a 137-inch track

Ski-Doo MXZ TNT – 120-inch track

<<<<<<<<< TRACTION TARGETED
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Oct 1, 2011 @ 10:00 am
NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting, 
Carnegie Conference Center (2nd floor) at Drivers’ Village, 5885 East Circle Drive, Cicero, NY 13039-8774

Nov 5, 2011 @ 10:00 am 
NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting, 
Carnegie Conference Center (2nd floor) at Drivers’ Village, 5885 East Circle Drive, Cicero, NY 13039-8774

Dec 3, 2011 @ 10:00 am 
NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting, 
Holiday Inn Liverpool, 441 Electronics Parkway, Liverpool, NY 13088

Jan 7, 2012 @ 10:00 am 
NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting, 
Carnegie Conference Center (2nd floor) at Drivers’ Village, 5885 East Circle Drive, Cicero, NY 13039-8774

Jan 15-21, 2012  
International Snowmobile Safety Week 
(Events state wide)

February 2012
Online Registration Opens for NYSSA’s 2012 Educational 
Forum & Annual Meeting, Lake Placid, NY

Feb 4, 2012 @ 10:00 am 
NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting, Carnegie  
Conference Center (2nd floor) at Drivers’ Village,  
5885 East Circle Drive, Cicero, NY 13039-8774

Feb 23, 2012  
NYSSA Proposed Bylaw Changes sent to Clubs for Review.

Feb 11-20, 2012 
Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week (Events state wide)

Mar 1, 2012  
NYSSA Award Nominations due for Snowmobiler of 
the Year, Family of the Year, Dealer of the Year, 
Groomer Operator of the Year, and Club of the Year.

Mar 1, 2012
NYSSA Scholarship Applications Due

Mar 3, 2012 @ 10:00 am 
NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting, Carnegie  
Conference Center (2nd floor) at Drivers’ Village,  
5885 East Circle Drive, Cicero, NY 13039-8774

April 20 – 22, 2012 
NYSSA Educational Forum and Annual Meeting, 
Lake Placid Convention Center, Lake Placid, NY

NYSSA CALENDAR OF EVENTS >

FEED YOUR HUNGER FOR 
WINTER WITH COOL SLEDS
AND HUGE SAVINGS AT THE 

ARCTIC BLAST™ SALES EVENT.
Feast your goggles on the all-new 

ProCross™ F, ProCross XF and ProClimb™ M 
snowmobiles. You’ve been waiting your whole 

life for these race-bred and proven sleds. 
Sleek, lightweight, precise and fast as ever. 

So hurry in and get satisfi ed with
great sleds and great deals.

HUNGRY FOR WINTER?

BUY A NEW 2012 ARCTIC CAT® 
SNOWMOBILE AND GET:

2-YEAR
LIMITED WARRANTY*

+

*Offer valid on new and unused 2012 Arctic Cat snowmobiles 
excluding youth, race, rental, demo, special services and 
Spring Guarantee models at participating U.S. dealers to U.S. 
residents. See dealer for details and program dates. NO 
DOWN PAYMENT, NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST UNTIL 
MARCH 1, 2012 fi nanced through Sheffi eld Financial, O.A.C. 
at participating dealers. Minimum fi nancing total of $5,000, 
amortized up to 60 months. 2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 
includes 12-month limited factory warranty and 12-month 
extended service contract through Cat Care. Offer subject to 
change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Excludes tax, 
freight and dealer setup. Always wear a helmet and don’t drink 
and ride. ©2011 Arctic Cat 
Sales Inc., ®™ Trademarks of 
Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River 
Falls, MN 56701.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT ARCTICCAT.COM
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ARCTIC BLAST 
THIRD PAGE AD

M Y K

INITIALS DATEJOB # SNO110027 DATE 9.14.11
CLIENT Arctic Cat 

HEADLINE Hungry for Winter

LIVE 
TRIM 2.25" x 10"
BLEED N/A
MEDIA MAGAZINE / NEWSPAPER 

COLOR CMYK

CD Brien Spanier

AD/DS Allen Bender

CW Andrew Hanson

AM Nick Simpson

PM Lisa Lange

STAGE: KEYLINE REVIEW 

UNTIL MARCH 1, 2012 
NODOWN PAYMENT

PAYMENTS
INTEREST 

Green logo

cyan   magenta  yellow  black

SNO110027_ABPgAd4cUS_3rd   1 9/14/11   10:22 AM

Sep 30 – Oct 2, 2011  
Big East Powersports Show, OnCenter Convention 
Center, 800 South State Street, Syracuse, NY.  
Adults $10, Children 6-12 $4, Children 5 and under free.  
See  http://www.agievents.com/shows/display.
cfm?showID=54 for details.

Dec  9-11, 2011  
Old Forge Snodeo, Town of Webb Recreation Center 
Pavilion, Old Forge, NY
For info call 315-369-6983 or visit their website,  
www.snodeo.com.

January 27 – 29, 2012 
2012 Boonville Snow Festival, Boonville Fairgrounds, 
Boonville, NY.  For info call 315-942-6666 or visit 
www.boonvillesnowfestival.com.

March 9-11, 2012 
2012 Snofest, Old Forge, NY.  
For info call 315-369-6983 or visit  
http://www.snofestusa.com

NY Snowmobile Events

See You There!
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2012 4 STROKE 
PG AD

M Y K

INITIALS DATEJOB # SNO100226 DATE 8.12.11
CLIENT Arctic Cat

HEADLINE Usually quiet and clean ...

LIVE 7" x 10"
TRIM 7.75" x 10.5"
BLEED 8.75" x 11.375"
MEDIA MAGAZINE / NEWSPAPER

COLOR CMYK

CD Brien Spanier

AD John Berends

CW Andrew Hanson

DS John Berends

AM Nick Simpson

PM Lisa Lange

CLIENT 

USUAL
LY QUI

ET AND
 CLEAN

ARE TH
E OPPO

SITE O
F FUN.

Quiet & Clean

Easy Maintenance

Durable/Dependable

Precision Ride/Handling

Fuel Efficient

ProCross™ / ProClimb™ Chassis » 

The ne»«t species of Cat™.  

Fun ain’t just for blondes. Or 2-strokes. You won’t believe how 

fun the Arctic Cat® 1100 4-stroke is to ride. Then you unleash 

the throttle. Feel the ultrasmooth throttle response. 

So effortless. Clean, effi cient combustion. And massive 

amounts of power. Combine 123 horsepower with an all-new, 

lightweight chassis. Now if that ain’t fun, you ain’t got a 

pulse. Visit arcticcat.com to fi nd out more. 

Get model info in a snap. 
Scan code with a smartphone.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Get the free mobile app at http://gettag.mobi

©2011 Arctic Cat Sales Inc. 
®™ Trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

SNO100226-4StrokePgAdEng_A   1 8/12/11   9:54 AM



Continued from page 19 
can be done and, although there are other sleds that 
fit a trail riding agenda much better, the Assault has 
reasonably decent turning ability on hard packed 
snow and because of its lightness, handles bumps 
acceptably. However, despite the fact it is extremely 
light (460lbs, dry) and has a 15x144x1.37-inch 
track, its bare-bones rear suspension and powder-
targeted design make it a powder master, not a trail 
maestro. 

It is interesting, though, to note the footprint stats the 
Assault registers compared to Ski-Doo’s Renegade. The 
numbers are very close but the Renegade is able to deliver 
trail-riding prowess without sacrificing handling. You’ll 
have to take our word for this because until you ride the 
two back-to-back, it’s difficult to believe the difference. 
From our experience we’ve come to conclude that for 
the types of groomed trail riding you’re going to do, a 
144-inch track is pretty much the maximum length you’d 
be most happy with. Frankly, some of us strongly believe 
a 136 is closer to the accurate maximum.

This isn’t to say the Assault isn’t a good sled. In the 
correct environment - off-trail powder and short trail 
runs, it’s a great sled. You need to know what you’re 
getting and don’t be expecting big-mile comfort and 
ease with a sled this powder-serious.

What To Buy?
If you’re being pressured by your friends to get on 

the longtrack bandwagon, you need to stand back 
and appraise the type of riding you enjoy most. If you 
like the security more traction gives you when riding in 
fresh fallen powder snow, any penalty you get from the 
extra weight of a longer track is offset by the flotation 
you’ll gain. If you’ve been harboring latent desires to go 
off-trail and boogie in deep powder but haven’t had the 

confidence in your short-tracker, a sled with a longer 
track may be right for you. 

Our recommendation is that you go for it - just don’t 
overdo it. Although there’s a whole world of new adven-
ture out there waiting, too much track may ruin your trail 
enjoyment and end up being a big disappointment. <
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FIRSTPLACEPARTS.com
New York Snowmobiler readers

FREE GIFT OFFER
      Enter Coupon Code STXNY-O11    

*See Free Gift Offer at:  
www.firstplaceparts.com/STXNY-O11.html

(US48)
FREE SHIPPING on orders over $45

GEAR & PARTS          CLOTHING, HELMETS, GOGGLES, GEAR BAGS, AVALANCHE AIRBAGS, SHOVELS, PROBES, BEACONS, SURVIVAL KITS, 
BOSS SEATS, SKIS, SLIDEKICKS, SNOW ELIMINATORS, CHASSIS, INTAKE, DRIVETRAIN, EXHAUST, ENGINE, & SUSPENSION AFTERMARKET PARTS...& MORE!

(US48)
www.FirstPlaceParts.com

Monster Energy R
Tucker Hibbert Replica

Castle 2012
Special Editions!

$21995
$23995

$20995 $179
$20999

$19999

$19999

$21995

$195

$199
$16999

THE NEW 
‘STOMPER’

BOOT!

THE NEW 
‘STOMPER’

$19999

Adults & Youth 
Sizes available!

ADRENALINE 
GTX BOOTS

$199.99

GEAR BAG $125.99

NAC PAK $95.99
GTX BOOTS

Tucker Hibbert Replica

$39999 $38999$$27999 $29999

Coldwave
SX Racing

$195

Coldwave
SX Racing

$22999

KLIM JACKETS,
BIBS & PANTS

$195
Coldwave

$22999

$38999

NEW 2012
REKON SERIES!POLARIZED

GOGGLES $99.95

HELMETS 
$179.95

POLARIZED

HELMETS 
$179.95

$39999

See site for bib/pant pricing.

COMPARATIVE FOOTPRINTS > 

SNOWMOBILE TRACK DRY WEIGHT  FOOTPRINT

SKI-DOO MX-Z TNT 600 120x15 425lb/193kg .586 psi

SKIDOO RENEGADE 600 137x16 454lb/206kg .517 psi

POLARIS TURBO LX 136x15 599lb/271kg .734 psi

POLARIS SW ASSAULT 800 144x15 460lb/209kg .532 psi

(Dry weights are estimates. Track contact area is 40% of total)

136-inch Polaris IQ Turbo LX



NEW GOGGLES FROM BRP 
This season BRP is introducing the most technologically 
advanced goggles we’ve ever seen on the market.  Button touch 
tinting, wireless and wired heated dual lenses and the highest 
quality materials set the bar at a new level in the snowmo-gog-
gle biz.  Plenty of thought has gone into the performance aspect 
of these goggles too.  Wider field of vision and better fit for 
warmth and optical clarity are areas where these goggle excel.

The goggles are offered in five styles; the Advanced Tech and 
Helium series deliver cutting edge features while Adrenaline, 
Holeshot and Trail goggles deliver the performance you’ve 
come to expect from a great cold weather goggle.  Visit 
www.brp.com for more info. 

BETTER CONTROL, LESS DARTING
For better steering control and reduced dart-
ing, grab yourself a set of SnowTrackers 
for your sled this winter!  For proper 
installation and to order your own set 
visit  snowtracker.com Supertrax has 
been using SnowTrackers on their 
sleds for the past few years and the 
results are impressive.

DALTON MIDWEIGHT BRUTE ARMS
These Midweight Brute Arms are another option for tuning 
today’s high-tech Ski-Doo snowmobiles.  Some clutch tuners 
use more arm weight and less weight at the pin or tip which 
can produce different backshifting characteristics. However, 
Dalton’s Midweight Brute Arms are adjustable from 45 grams 
up to almost 49 grams and allow you to move the location 
of weight within the arm positions for fine tuning.   Find out 
more by visiting www.daltonindustries.com

We encourage you to register your sled 
as early in the season as possible.   Every 
registration contributes to the Snowmobile 
Trail Fund.  If you pay $100 per sled, $90 goes 
to the Trail Fund; if you pay $45 per sled, $35 
goes to the Trail Fund, with the remaining 
$10 being retained by NYS DMV.  More money 
in the trail fund means more money per mile 
can be reimbursed to the clubs maintaining 
trails, and getting it there sooner means more 
money at the beginning of the season for the 
Clubs that work so hard to maintain our trails.

Joining or rejoining your club can be ac-
complished easily on our website or locally 
through your club.  The sooner you do this, 
the sooner your club will have the funds it 
needs to mark trails, brush trails, complete 
summer maintenance of grooming equip-
ment, etc., etc.  

“How to” For RENEWING Members
If you’ve received your snowmobile registra-
tion renewal from DMV and want to get your 
sled registered before Holiday expenses crop 
up, here’s a reminder about how to obtain 
your 2011-12 NYSSA Snowmobile Club Mem-
bership Voucher for the 2011-12 season.

Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com and click on 
the big green button. 

This will take you to our secure Online Mem-
bership System. Login with your six-digit 
NYSSA Member ID# and password. 

Your Member ID# is on your membership card, 
and also on your previous season’s voucher. 
Hint: Your password is made up of letters, and 
must contain at least one number. 

If you don’t remember your NYSSA ID 
number, contact your Club’s Membership 
Administrator.  Club contacts are listed at 
www.nysnowmobiler.com/local-clubs-2 . 

You may also email membership@
nysnowmobiler.com or call the NYSSA Office, 
888-624-3849 x103. Reset password can be 
used to obtain a new password, however 
users on AOL or Netscape may never receive 
the message, as these systems seem to think 
these messages are spam. If your email ad-
dress recently changed, you may also never 
receive the message. Please call or email us 
for assistance.

Simply click on ‘Renew’ to renew your 
membership for the 2011-12 season. Follow 
the prompts on each screen, and when you 
are done you will see “Return Home to View 
Memberships and Print a Voucher” -- click on 
that, and that’s right, you can print your 
voucher right on your own  computer printer 
- no waiting!  Print an extra copy for your 
records. You never know when that “great 
deal” on another sled might happen!

“How to” For NEW Members
If you’ve never been a member of a NY Snow-
mobile Club or NYSSA previously, then you’ll 
need to create an account and get your own 
membership number.
Go to www.nysnowmobiler.com and click on 
the big green button.  

This will take you to our secure Online Mem-
bership System. Click on Register, fill in your 
contact info and click Next.

Create a password – it must contain letters 
and 1 number – and type in the charac-
ters shown in the “Captcha” box .  Click on 
Register.

Make a note of your new member ID number 
and password, and then check your email for 
an activation message. This message may 
take up to 10 minutes to arrive. If you don’t 
see it, please check your “spam” or “junk mail” 
folders in the event our message landed 
there. Click on the activation link in the 
email; your registration will be activated and 
you will be logged in.

Now just choose a club, pay online, and print 
your voucher!  <

Join a Club and Save Money!
Did you know your NYSSA/Snowmobile Club membership saves you money at DMV? 
Registration for a snowmobile is $100 if you are not a club member; and just $45 per sled, for 
all the sleds you  own, if you join a club.
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Keeping “Trax” on Washington and Albany
     > Dom Jacangelo

Of all the things NYSSA does, one of the most impor-
tant is keeping track of what is going on in Washing-
ton and Albany.  Unfortunately, much of this energy 
is invested in ensuring that bad things don’t happen, 
and the balance is invested in trying to make good 
things for the sport happen.  NYSSA utilizes two 
important groups on the state level in this effort.  The 
first is the Government Affairs committee made up of 
Directors from throughout the state.  Hal Fleishman 
serves as the Chairman of the committee.  Hal has 
been though more successful legislative battles then 
probably any other member of the Board of Directors.  
Joining Hal (Erie County) on the Government Affairs 
committee are Randy Phillips – Wayne County, Mike 
Fischer – Immediate Past President, Bob Perry – 
Past President,  Elwin Goff – Madison County,  Jon 
Karker – Otsego County, Joe Williams – Cattaraugus 
County, Rick Burt – Cortland, and our President 
Gary Broderick who is from Niagara County.   The 
Committee utilizes the expertise of an Albany based 
consultant, Capitol Group, whose principals are very 
good at being able to tell when we are being given a 
“snow job” by Albany public officials.  

In dealing with our Federal representatives, the com-
mittee is much more dependent on information and 

guidance from the American Council of Snowmobile 
Associations (ACSA).   The Council partners with the 
International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association 
and other organizations to ensure our sport is treated 
fairly in Washington, D.C. 

What’s Hot in Washington?

So what is hot in Washington these days that hits 
us right here in New York?  NYSSA has been and 
will continue to be very aggressive in its support 
for the Federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP). 
This program returns to us a portion of the Federal 
Highway Fuels Taxes that we pay each time we fill 
our snowmobile gas tanks.  

Since 1991, over $16 million has been made avail-
able for trail projects in New York State, of which over 
$7.6 million has supported snowmobile trail projects, 
many of which benefit multi use trails.  RTP has 
augmented available funds to support our sport in 
New York State.  The loss of RTP will have a significant 
negative effect on the viability of our sport in New 
York and decrease the sport’s economic contribution 
to the State.  We will continue to press our Federal 
representatives to keep this program in place. 

Someone in Washington (the EPA) thought it would 
be a great idea to raise the amount of ethanol in 
gasoline from a maximum of 10% to a maximum of 
15% (E-15).  Great for the alcohol manufactures but 
a disaster for our sleds.  Put E-15 in your sled and 
you will be buying a new one very shortly.  We will 
continue to convince our Federal reps that they need 
to ensure that E-10 stays available.  

Meanwhile, back in New York:

The early part of 2011 was focused for NYSSA at the 
State Capital. There continues to be concern that 
New York’s fiscal problems will once again produce 
a raid on the Trail Development and Maintenance 
Fund. The fund is where most of your registration 
money is deposited to ensure funding for the care 
of our trail system.  Working with Capitol Group, we 
once again got through another fiscal year without 
the state taking money from the fund.  In that sense 
we did better than some other states that had their 
trail funds raided. The fact is there are many NY State 
Legislators who get it.  They understand what our 
sport means to the upstate economy and they are 
always ready to help. 



What follows is a sampling of the bills that we 
tracked during the past year: 

•  S3451 Fuschillo/A7869A Lentol: this bill is a 
much-needed update of the railroad trespass laws 
to reflect the modern security challenges facing 
railroads and the public in the post-911 environ-
ment.  Snowmobiles were always included in 
the law but it did not include other recreational 
vehicles.  This bill passed both houses and has 
been transmitted to the Governor (July 2011).

•  S554 Little/A5487 Magee: this bill would amend 
the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(PRHP) law by allowing a person who is less than 
fourteen years of age to operate a snowmobile as a 
participant in a special event (as defined in Section 
21.05 of PRHP Law) provided that: The special 
event is held in accordance with any relevant stat-
utes, rules and regulations; the PRHP Commission-
er authorized the event; he/she obtains written 
consent of his or her parent or legal guardian; and 
the PRHP Commissioner must review and consider 
those rules and regulations published by internal 
organizations that promote such events, including 
but not limited to, the International Series of 
Champions and the International Snowmobile 
Racing Association.  This bill passed the Senate but 
did not move in the Assembly.

•  S2806 DeFrancisco/A7451 Magnarelli: this bill 
creates a link for repeat offenders of Boating While 
Intoxicated (BWI), Snowmobiling While Intoxi-
cated (SWI) and Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) 
laws making them subject to increased penalties 
including revocation of operator privileges, large 
fines and possible incarceration. By providing a 
link between various laws prohibiting operation 
while under the influence will hold violators 
accountable for a history of irresponsible behavior 
operating a powerful and potentially deadly 
motorized vehicle.  NYSSA supports this legisla-
tion.  The bill passed the Senate but did not move 
in the Assembly.

Once again the sports fisherman and hunters 
attempted to get legislation moved that would 
establish a non-trail snowmobile registration for 
snowmobiles to be used solely for the purpose of 
gaining access to hunting and fishing areas.  The 
bill was on the Senate Transportation Agenda but 
was  held at the sponsor’s request. NYSSA has con-
cerns that a special registration is ripe for abuse. 

NYSAA continues to support legislation that will 
provide special Vintage Sled registrations identify-
ing snowmobiling and tax break for landowners 
that permit snowmobile trails on their property.  
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This legislation is likely to be our #1 priority in the 
2012 session.  

If you hear of legislation that is of interest to 
snowmobilers and you believe it is something we 
should be tracking, send me an e-mail and we’ll be 
sure to have the committee give it a look.  If you 
have a bill number, that is great.  If not, just give 
us an idea of what it is about and we’ll find it.  <

PREFERRED MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY

Security. Vision. Strength.®

One Preferred Way • New Berlin, NY 13411-1896 • 1.800.333.7642 • preferredmutual.com

Coverage you 
can count on...
no matter 
where the  
trails take you.



Have you noticed how strange the lingo associ-
ated with snowmobile trails is? Terms completely 
understood by the people who build trails are 
mostly misunderstood and often confuse the peo-
ple who ride them all winter. In this multi-part 
series we’ll attempt to take you from confused 
to informed on the subjects of snowmobile trail 
grooming, trail grooming equipment and costs as-
sociated with one of the most important activities 
in the snowmobile industry.

Grooming Glossary
Let’s begin.  A groomer is a tracked vehicle driven 
on snowmobile trails designed to smooth the riding 
surface. Yes, some refer to the person driving the 
“groomer” as the “groomer”. This, in fact, is true, al-
beit confusing. For clarity, from now on we’ll refer to 
the person operating the groomer as the “operator”. A 
trail “groomer” is really a 2-piece machine similar to 
but different from a ski-hill groomer, which by defini-
tion is a specialized tracked vehicle with a blade on 
front and a powered tiller on the rear. 

For snowmobile trails, clubs often use a version of a 
ski-hill tracked vehicle but, in addition, it tows a long, 
rigid device with grader-style blades to smooth the 
trail surface.  This tow-behind unit is called a drag. 

To make matters worse, some folks refer to drags as 
groomers. This would make everything and every-
body associated with this equipment a “groomer”. 
Let’s not do this to ourselves and agree to call this 
piece of equipment towed by the groomer, a “drag”. 
No, it’s not a dragster or your state of mind if it’s not 

snowing in February. This device is called a drag 
because it literally drags along the trail without 
the use of wheels when working. It also “drags” the 
snow it has shaved and carries large amounts of the 
white stuff within its heavy steel frame. The snow 
ultimately falls out the bottom of the drag, filling 
holes and moguls producing a level trail surface. 

More Confusion
The tracked vehicles we call “groomers” are 
often referred to by those in the inner sanctum 
of snowmobile trail building as “tractors” or more 
specifically, “grooming tractors”. The problem with 
this is there are actually versions of tracked vehicles 
that are literally tractors - farm tractors - modified 
with tracks to produce a capable, powerful and cost 
efficient groomer.  So groomers as a complete unit, 
use tractors (sometimes converted farm tractors) to 
tow drags. This machinery is driven by an “operator”. 
Got it?

What’s The Deal With Money?
Of all the comments we hear about snowmobile trail 
maintenance, misunderstanding over the cost of 
these specialized machines is the most troublesome. 
We’re not going to dip you in the deep end of the 
pool here. This story is not written for snowmobile 
trail committees. We’re speaking to you, the trail 
user, about what consumes huge amounts of cash 
each season. 

Let’s say this once and for all: Snowmobile trail 
groomers are very expensive pieces of highly special-
ized, low production industrial equipment. You can 

take any word out of the previous sentence and you’ll 
find money attached to it. The total number of snow-
mobile groomers in service across North America is 
tiny when compared to other types of heavy machin-
ery such as backhoes, bulldozers or excavators. 

There’s another issue affecting snowmobile trail 
grooming equipment pushing costs to higher levels: 
Grooming is very, very specialized. Low production 
numbers combined with high costs to develop and 
maintain specialized equipment mean manufactur-
ers have fewer units to spread development costs 
over. Result? Groomers are expensive - more expen-
sive than just about any kind of general commercial 
construction equipment. This applies even though 
the bits and pieces used to build groomers look 
pretty familiar to those in the commercial equipment 
business.  Actually,  they’re not.

The other significant piece of the cost puzzle is the 
drag. Trail drags towed behind grooming tractors are 
specifically designed for snowmobile trails. Some 
cross country ski areas use versions of snowmobile 
drags, however, most use downhill ski-oriented, 
tractor mounted tillers and track setters to maintain 
X-country ski trails. 

It’s a Drag
The science behind snowmobile trail drags has 
advanced considerably the past fifteen years. The in-
dustry has more or less gravitated to versions of what 
we’ll refer to in a generic sense as the “multi-blade” 
drag. Twenty-five years ago, snowmobile clubs across 
North America were towing everything from modi-
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GROOMERS What Are They and Why 
are They So Expensive?

     > Mark Lester



fied bed springs to road grader blades behind groom-
ing tractors and log skidders in an effort to smooth 
moguls. About twenty years ago, the emergence of 
the multi-blade drag proved this design was capable 
of smoothing the most bump-laden trail in a single 
pass. Thus, the multi-blade drag became the design 
of choice for virtually every maker of trail drags. 

Here’s what makes the cost issue come into focus: 
There isn’t a big market for snowmobile trail drags. 
Companies who make these specialized drags are 
few and they share a marketplace of less than 500 
units annually. Again, low volume makes these 
things pricey.

How Much Do They Get Used?
We’ll wrap up our first chapter on groomers with 
these enlightening tidbits. Obviously, snowmobile 
trail groomers have to be on the trails almost non-
stop to keep New York’s sprawling trail network in 
top condition.  The actual number of groomers your 
local club or grooming association operates affects 
grooming frequency dramatically. The age-old 
frustration of breakdowns comes into play here 
as well - especially for clubs that have a smaller 
fleet of groomers at their disposal. Suffice it to say, 
specialized heavy use industrial equipment oper-
ated in a hostile winter environment is vulnerable 
to breakdowns. 

In any case, the most recent data pegs four year 
average grooming hours per grooming unit at 292 
hours. Ask a heavy equipment operator about this 
and you’ll be as surprised as we were, when you 
compare that number of hours to construction 
equipment used year round. Keep in mind, the 
snowmobile trail grooming season is usually twelve 
weeks in length. 

Here’s some info that’ll bend your synapses: In 2007, 
an admittedly soft winter with an uncharacteristical-
ly short grooming season, a monitored Ontario fleet 
of groomers scored 72,536 total hours of grooming. 
These results would correspond closely with New 
York’s climate and trail network. In 2008, a longer 
than average season, this number jumped to 120,499 
hours or an average of 349 hours per unit. This means 
your local club or association was operating its 
groomers at record breaking levels in a heavy winter. 
Keep in mind, the hours we’re reporting do not 
include time for maintenance, a big consideration 
with any kind of industrial machinery. Bear in mind, 
the operator is usually involved in this task.

NEXT ISSUE:
We’ll show how much snowmobile trail grooming 
equipment costs to buy. Along with this info, we’ll 
highlight advantages to different types of equip-
ment and the rationale behind many associations’ 
use of specific types of machinery for their trails.   < 
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You’ve heard about it…  Come see why riding IS DIFFERENT in  

                                                         The ADIRONDACKS 
OLD FORGE 

    EAGLE BAY                                                                500 sq.mi. of Professionally Groomed Trails 
      BIG MOOSE 
        STILLWATER 
        BEAVER RIVER 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                  The Adirondacks are calling… 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                Visit:   OldForgeNY.com                                                                                ...We have  
                                                                          Call Toll Free:  877-Old-Forge                                                                                         Your Answer 



Our Clubs
With over 415 miles of trails, the Cattaraugus County 
Federation of Snowmobiles rolls out its white carpet 
to every snowmobile and winter sports enthusiast 
who is looking for an escape into the great outdoors.  
There are nine clubs encompassed under the 
umbrella of the Cattaraugus County Federation of 
Snowmobiles.  They include: the Ashford Snowmo-
bile Club, the Elibomwons Snowmobile Club, the 
Enchanted Mountains Border Riders Club, the Frankl-
inville Snowmobile Club, the Portville Snowmobile 
Club, the Snow Bounders, the Southern Tier Snow 
Drifters, The Tri-County Drifthoppers, and the Western 
New York Snowmobile Club of Boston.  

For over thirty-five years, these clubs have groomed 
and maintained a variety of corridor and secondary 
trails, including private lands, state lands, seasonal 
use highways, and an abandoned railroad corridor 
owned by the Cattaraugus Local Development Cor-

poration, which encompasses the Southern Tier Rails 
to Trails Project, recently dedicated as the “Pat McGee 
Trail.”   Grant funding from New York State, through 
the snowmobile registrations monies have provided 
over $200,000 in the past year.  This translates to 
better grooming, better signage and safer trails.

Allegany State Park
Allegany State Park, also a member of the county’s 
snowmobile federation, maintains nearly 70 miles 
of trails that take you up hills, through its gigantic 
Thunder Rocks section, over valleys and down on the 
flats.  Stay overnight right in the park and you can 
day trip to the nearby local communities. 

The Cattaraugus County snowmobile trails system 
provides access to numerous recreational, cultural, 
and natural resources, and scenic corridors.  Many 
of our businesses are “snowmobile friendly” 
welcoming sleds to park, stay, eat and shop before, 

during and after your ride!

County Assistance
Cattaraugus County Department of Economic Devel-
opment, Planning, and Tourism knows the impor-
tance of a growing tourism niche market like snow-
mobiling.  The statewide, interconnected trail system 
(currently over 10,000 miles) promotes “snowmobile 
touring” which is a growing activity among snowmo-
biling devotees.  Snowmobilers are known for driving 
long distances to reach key destinations in Canada, 
the Adirondacks and New England, and the Western 
United States.  Western New York offers an excellent, 
close, convenient and safe option.  Snowmobiling 
has become a major economic engine for some of our 
communities, with daily expenditures reaching $100 
per snowmobiler.  As snowmobiling becomes a tour-
ing activity, enthusiasts will ride 100 to 200 miles per 
day, spending substantial amounts of money on fuel, 
food, and lodging.  This translates into money for 
local businesses, the County, and New York State.  

In this venue, the Department has assisted the 
Snowmobile Federation for the past several years.  A 
detailed snowmobiling brochure was developed that 
provides a trail map of Cattaraugus County as well 
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Snowmobiling in the Enchanted Mountains
     > Debra Opferbeck, Cattaraugus County Tourism Specialist

Welcome to the Enchanted Mountains of Cattaraugus County!  We have the snow… for family fun, 
snowmobiling; downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, snow tubing, ice fishing and more!  We invite you 
to explore, discover and experience our Enchanted Mountains.  Enjoy our quiet peaceful atmosphere, 
rolling hills, snow-blanketed forests and picturesque winter wonderlands as you participate in the year-
round activities that await you.



as numerous small businesses near the trails that are 
snowmobile friendly.  Other snowmobiling informa-
tion is included in the County Travel Guide, on the 
Enchanted Mountains website, and when you call the 
toll free Tourism Information Line.  
Snowmobiling is an exploding family 
sport that provides a great quality 
of life for local residents, while also 
enticing outside visitors to the area.  
The small businesses scattered 
throughout the County benefit from 
visitor spending.  

It is important to note that signed 
snowmobile trails can be found in 
virtually every township and many 
villages throughout the County.  The 
key to this snowmobile program is 
that it is part of a comprehensive 
statewide system that includes 
funding for a Statewide Insurance 

Policy, Snowmobile Safety Courses, Law Enforcement, 
Groomer Training Courses, and Trail Maintenance 
Grants.  The snowmobilers support their own recre-
ation through their registration dollars.

More Information Available
For a free copy of a snowmobile trail map with all 
the trails accurately mapped with Global Positioning 
System (GPS) and all the listings of parking access and 
snowmobile friendly establishments where you can 
relax and enjoy the company of other snowmobilers, 
please call 1-800-331-0543, or email us at info@
enchantedmountains.com or visit www.snowmo-
bilingWNY.com for a downloadable map of the trails 
under what to do/snowmobiling.

Come Ride With Us!
The Enchanted Mountains of Cattaraugus County in 
Western New York is a year round destination.  We are 
the “Other Side of New York” with rolling, forested hills, 
lush valleys and fresh air. 

We are home to...
Allegany State Park with 65,000 acres for recreational 
activities; Holiday Valley Resort (Ranked fourth in 
the east by SKI Magazine) also at ‘the Valley’ is Sky 

High Adventure Park, a series of bridges, platforms 
and zip lines that take you from tree top to tree top; 
Seneca Allegany Casino & Hotel (More than 1800 
Reel-Spinning and Video Slot Machines and dozens 
of your favorite gaming tables; Griffis Sculpture Park 
(ranked #1 Hidden Gem in Western New York with 
225 sculptures on over 400 acres of outdoor gallery); 
Rock City Park (Ranked #7 Hidden Gem in Western 
New York where you can hike paths over, around 
and under rocks that tower as high as 80 feet!); New 
York’s Amish Trail, explore the country highways and 
byways as you follow hand painted signs that lead 
you to the Old Order Amish businesses where you can 
purchase quilts, toys, furniture, baked goods, candy 
and more;  Art Centers and Galleries… And “snow” 
much, much more! It’s all waiting for you.  <
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The Enchanted Mountains
in Western New York

over 350 miles of groomed trails

Home to allegany state Park, Holiday 
valley resort, seneca allegany 

casino and more...

EnchantedMountains.com
1-800-331-0543



Oswego County’s legendary snowfall and exten-
sive trail system are a snowmobiler’s delight.  

More than 360 miles of trails across rolling hills, 
fields and heavy forests provide unlimited access to 
the Tug Hill and Adirondack Park regions. Restau-
rants and lodging, fuel, parts, repairs and other 
services are located across Oswego County. 

The ten snowmobile clubs that make up the 
Oswego County Snowmobile Association me-
ticulously groom the trails for an extended season 
beginning in December and lasting well into March. 
Volunteers, club dues, and funds obtained from 
snowmobile registrations to the State of New York 
all contribute to the development and maintenance 
of the trails throughout the County. Trail maps are 
available by contacting one of the clubs listed below:

For trail conditions, visit the Oswego County Web site 
at www.visitoswegocounty.com or call the Oswego 
County FISH-N-FUN line at 1-800-248-4FUN (4386).

•  Oswego County Snowmobile Association
    http://www.oswcsa.com/

•  Fulton Area Snow Travelers, Inc.
    http://www.fastsnowclub.org/

•  Kasoag Trailblazers, Inc.
    http://www.kasoagtrailblazers.com

•  Mexico Trail Riders, Inc.
    http://www.mexicotrailriders.com

•  Pulaski-Boylston Snowmobile Club, Inc.
    http://www.pulaski-boylstonsnow.com/

•  Redfield Snowmobile and Recreation Club, Inc.
    http://www.redfieldsnow.snowclubs.com

•  Clay Snow Owls, Inc.
    315-699-3269

•  Square Valley Trail Blazers, Inc.
    http://www.squarevalley.org/

•  Sterling Trail Tamers, Inc.
    http://sterlingtrailtamers.com/index.html

•  Vanderbilt Snowmobile Club, Inc.
    (315)-675-3663

•  Winona Forest Recreation Association, Inc.
    http://www.winonaforest.com/

Indian Lake’s snowmobile trails form the hub 
of the Adirondack trail system with access to Inlet, 
Old Forge, Long Lake, Newcomb, Speculator, Piseco 
and beyond. Our central location makes Indian 
Lake the ideal place to start and end a long trip. Or 
you can take a leisurely trek around our trails. Our 
annual snowfall of approximately 10 feet usually 
ensures riding from December through March. Come 
and enjoy our groomed pathways over the hills and 

through the woods. For the very best riding and to 
avoid the crowds, try a mid-week trip. You won’t be 
sorry! For weather forecasts and snowmobile trail 
reports all winter, go to www.ilsnow.com “

Inn at the Beeches, of Rome, NY, is a 52 acre 
wooded estate, and located directly on the property 
is the New York State Snowmobile Trail System with 
direct access to one of the main arteries to the Tug 
Hill Plateau and the Adirondack Park.  You can ride 
your sled right up to your room and park directly in 
front of your door, with plenty of parking for your 
trailers.  After a great day of riding the trails, fireside 
dining at our Michelinas restaurant and the Lounge 
will be waiting for you.  Snowmobilers always 
welcome.  Proud sponsors of NYSSA.  The Beeches of 
Rome, NY 13440, Route 26N, 800-765-7251, www.
thebeeches.com.  See the ad in this month’s issue.

Rev your snowmobiles in Long Lake NY.  The 
heart of the Adirondacks beats with over 70 miles 
of groomed  trails and no additional permit fee.   
Launch your exploration from Long Lake located in 
the center of the Adirondacks. Beat the crowds, avoid 
snowmobile rush hour and go on an unparalleled ad-
venture. Long Lake connects with the popular railway 
corridor C8B linking  south to Stillwater and Old Forge 
or aim north to St. Lawrence County. Long Lake’s cen-
tral location is the hub of all things Adirondack.  Trails 
pass through pristine wooded corridors in Raquette 
Lake from the Bug Lake Trail or down Uncas Road.  In 
Long Lake, check out the newly opened rides linking 

to Newcomb and Indian Lake.  

Take a break and warm up at 
one of the area restaurants.  Unwind 
with friends, families and feel local 
while you catch a game on the TV 
and enjoy the winter setting in one 
of the most remote locations in the 
Adirondacks.  All dining establish-
ments are located right off the main 
trails.  Gas stations, shopping and 
small town ambience are what 
makes the real upstate New York 
come to life. 

Events Galore!  The infamous Long 
Lake Winter Carnival has become a 
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NEW YORK PLACES TO RIDE >
You’ll Find Warm Hospitality, Great food and 
Everything You Need For Your Snowmobile 
Vacation Here
     > Cathy Light

Statewide trail expansion
has begun!

iPhone and Android
apps, no reception needed!

Check out what else
is new for 2011-2012!

NYSnowmobileWebmap.com

Interactive Trail Map
Our 3rd Year



do not miss tradition. The event kicks off with the 
Snowmobile Parade, pomp and circumstance with 
the coronation of the King and Queen, the Card-
board Box Sled Races, Broomball Tournament, the 
unparalleled Ladies Frying Pan Toss, kids games, 
free ice skating, great sledding hill and fireworks 
galore. This year Winter Carnival happens on 
January 14th.  Find out more event info at www.
mylonglake.com. 

Call  the Long Lake Tourism Office at 518-624-
3077 to request a trail map and more informa-
tion.  Snowmobile conditions updated daily at 
mylonglake.com. Plenty of free parking for your 
trailer located at the base of Mt. Sabattis, the 
NYS Boat Launch on Olivet Road, or Lake Eaton.  
Snowmobile kiosks are located at the entrances 
to the trails with free maps and area business 
information  

The Flat Rock Inn was established in 1989 to 
accommodate the ever-growing sport of snowmo-
biling.  Located on the main trail in the heart of 
Tug Hill!, it’s management’s goal is to meet the 
needs of snowmobilers and promote the growth 
of the sport.  The Inn offers many services and 
conveniences to enhance the snowmobiler’s expe-
rience on Tug Hill, including snowmobile rentals 
and motel rooms.  It also offers some repair 
services in the shop and sells belts, spark plugs, 
and other parts to help keep sleds on the trail.   At 
the Flat Rock Inn snowmobilers will always find 
a great place to warm up, grab a drink or bite to 

eat, or fuel up.

For those interested in giving snowmobiling a 
try, the Inn is proud to offer snowmobile rentals. 
Rentals were first offered in December of 1997, 
and have been an excellent addition to the busi-
ness.  They have the largest and most versatile 
fleet on Tug Hill to accommodate any rider. There 
are also motel rooms and a group room available 
for rent.  If you are looking for a great Snowmobil-
ing experience be sure to come to Tug Hill and 
visit the Flat Rock Inn!  Check out www.flatrock-
inn.com for more information and pricing. 

If you’re interested in some great snow-
mobiling, try the western Adirondack foothills. 
With some of the northeast’s greatest snowfall 
amounts and destinations like Stillwater, Old 
Forge and Brantingham you can be assured of 
great snowmobiling. These top destinations form 
a triangle connected by major snowmobiling 
corridor trails. When in Stillwater you can find 
great festivities and hundreds of fellow snowmo-
bilers at the Stillwater Inn at the end of Stillwater 
Reservoir. Ride the 8-mile reservoir to Beaver 
River for additional fun. Brantingham offers the 
popular Pine Tree Inn and CoachLight for food 
and entertainment, while Old Forge offers an 
extensive trail system and many great restaurants 
and nightspots.

If you are a larger group or a snowmobile 
club group, you can stay at two of the finest vaca-
tion lodges in the area: Otter Creek Lodge, which 
sleeps up to 24, is near Brantingham. The rental 
lodge is a 12 bedroom 10-bath great camp style 
facility conveniently located on the trails and a 
perfect spot to rent for your group. If you have a 
slightly smaller group, try Beaver Point Lodge, 
another fabulous rental that has 6 bedrooms and 
4.5 baths and sleeps up to 14. Both are located 
on the trails and have easy access to Stillwater, 
Old Forge and Brantingham. Visit the websites at: 

adkvacationrentals.com.

Averaging over 250 inches of snow annually, 
Lewis County is the place for winter enthusiasts! 
Lake-effect snowstorms cover this area in a 
canvas of white, waiting to capture the traces of 
your winter adventure. Lewis County is known for 
some of the best snowmobiling in the Northeast 
with over 600 miles of trails. If you prefer a quite 
ride, visit the northern part of Lewis County. It 
remains undiscovered by the masses. There are 
many lodging and dining businesses located on 
and near the trails. 

Combine the persistent wind of the Tug Hill 
and the plentiful lake-effect snow fall and one 
can see why Tug Hill has become the focus for the 
relatively young sport of Snowkiting. Kite Skiing 
on snow is much like cross-country skiing, on a 
snowboard or skis, with the pull from the kite and 
the power of the wind! If you prefer downhill tub-
ing and sledding, the Maple Ridge Snow Park is 
home to the largest snow tubing hill in Northern 
New York. Over 1,200 feet long and over 100 feet 
of vertical drop, makes tubing here a favorite for 
families. As you ride the tube tow back up the hill, 
make sure you enjoy the spectacular views of the 
Black River Valley and the Adirondack Mountains. 

Downhill skiers enjoy Snow Ridge, a complete 
skiing and snowboarding facility with 7 lifts, 22 
slopes and trails, a professional ski school, rental 
shop, cafeteria, restaurant and lounge. If you 
are an avid cross-country skier, there are several 
cross-country ski trails around Lewis County; the 
Rodman-Barnes Corners trails, Carpenter Road 
trails, Osceola- Tug Hill trails, and the Whetstone 
Gulf State Park trails. 

Under new ownership, the Myer’s Towpath 
Lodge, open year-round, is located on the 
picturesque Tug Hill plateau. It offers a very 
relaxed atmosphere in a country setting with 
the beautiful hills of Snow Ridge Ski Resort as a 
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backdrop. There’s direct access to ATV and snowmobile 
trails, with an ample amount of parking for trucks and 
trailers. You’re able to ski right to the back door from 
“Little Mountain” at Snow Ridge. The Inn offers eight 
comfortable rooms, a spacious and relaxing lounge/bar 
and games for the kids. Take a few steps back to a time 
to enjoy warm hospitality, and comfortable accommo-
dations. Your hosts, Greg and Jennifer Myers, welcome 
you to come and enjoy your stay at “Your home away 
from home.” Visit http://www.towpathinn.com then 
call for reservations at 315-348-8122. Located at 4217 
West Road in Turin, NY 13473.                                

Come away from that fast paced, hurry-scurry life 
and relax in the Enchanted Mountains of Cattaraugus 
County.  Here you can participate in a plethora of 
winter activities - or not! Enjoy your leisure time by 
spending an extended amount of time here; there’s an 
assortment of fine accommodations for your selection. 

Come to Ellicottville, where the winter fun begins.  
Enjoy skiing at Holiday Valley Resort and HoliMont, 
or try tubing at Holiday Valley Tubing Co. Unwind in 
the tranquil setting of Allegany State Park. Call for a 
Snowmobile Trails map and related access information. 
Take your chances at Seneca Allegany Casino located 
in Salamanca for an exciting time!  Visit the Seneca 
Iroquois National Museum.  For a complete listing of 
festivals and events, visit our website www.Enchant-
edMountains.com or call for a FREE travel guide at 
1-800-331-0543. 

Pleasant Night Inn is located in beautiful West 
Carthage New York. Located between Fort Drum and 
Lowville, the trails are just a hop, skip, and jump 
away! Each room has 2 queen size beds, microwave, 
refrigerator, flat screen television with full cable ac-
cess, unlimited calling anywhere in the U.S., and more! 
A continental breakfast is included in the price of the 
room that includes coffee, juice, milk, danish, muffins, 
toast, bagels, hard boiled eggs, frozen sandwiches, 
fruit, and cereal. There is vending and laundry on 
premises for those long term stays and we can accom-
modate any type of parking needed. Come stay this 
winter and enjoy the landscape of gorgeous Northern 
New York!

SLED SHED/ AMBOY, NY: Oswego County is a 
snowmobiler’s paradise, with over 360 miles of trails, 
providing unlimited access to the Tug Hill and Adiron-
dack Park regions.  With one of the largest inventories 
of updated used snowmobile parts available, they 
keep sledders on the trails. Why wait weeks to get a 
part in from the dealer when the Sled Shed can get 
you back on the trail tomorrow at a fraction of the 
price? With Computerized Inventory and fast, friendly 
service, they can usually fill and ship your order the 
same day. All major credit cards and COD accepted. The 
Sled Shed is conveniently located in Oswego County on 
the corners of State Route 69 and State Route 183 in 
Amboy Center, N.Y. Phone: 315-964-2577 or 315-964-
2580/ Fax: 315-964-1176.  <





These people are extremists.  They refuse to even 
consider the fact that shared responsible use of 
public land is a viable option.  They will stretch 
the truth, they will promote one-sided opinions 
disguised as “science”, they will hide the damage 
they do while they castigate us for imagined dam-
age to the environment, they will happily watch 
businesses and towns wither and die in the winter-
affecting countless lives, they will make up stories 
that we are disrupting the Brown Bear mating 
cycle with our loud, nasty smoking, evil machines 
running on thousand foot wide super highways in 
the woods.

And who stands and says, “No, that is not true?  
No, we deserve and have an equal right to those 
public lands the same as you do?  Who is willing to 
stand up and say, public land should benefit all user 
groups not just an elite few?”  

As more and more areas are developed in New York 
State (and builders will never stop building-it’s 
what they do), there will be less and less land for 
snowmobile trails, unless we continue to stand 
strong for the rights of snowmobilers.   The New 
York State Snowmobile Association leads by 
helping its Clubs find ways to build permanent 

easements for snowmobile use and  by working 
with local Villages, towns, Cities, Counties and New 
York State Government to ensure that  snowmobil-
ing has a continued voice in the recreational plans 
of our communities.  Make no mistake; this will 
never get easier.  There will always be pressures on 
our sport.

The Association can only be effective if you take 
a vocal interest in the issues that affect our sport 
daily.   It starts with every snowmobiler being 
registered to vote.  But the tidal wave of political 
pressure is heightened by your willingness to write 
letters to your public officials on those issues which 
can have an impact on our sport.  

Now is the time to make a difference!  We are 
threatened with being shut off from certain public 
lands, our trail Development and Maintenance 
Fund is under threat of being taken, the EPA is 
mandating fuels that will destroy our snowmobile 
investments, and our federal officials are threaten-
ing to dismantle a program that returns highway 
fuel taxes to the benefit of our sport.  

Sharpen those pencils and charge that smart phone and 
be ready to respond when the call comes for action.   <  

How you can get 
involved right now: 
Become a TRAIL  
DEFENDER 
MEMBER!
The Trail Defender Fund was established to 
assist NYSSA member clubs by providing grants 
to defray the costs of preserving and protect-
ing snowmobile trail access at the local level. 
Any NYSSA member club may apply for grant 
assistance when legal action is needed to keep 
trails open. 

YOU can become a Trail Defender! When you 
join a club online, simply select a Trail Defender 
membership, and the additional funds collected 
will be dedicated to the preservation of trails. A 
Trail Defender membership is an additional $20.
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When Do YOU Feel It’s Time to Get Involved?
     > Gary J. Broderick, President, president@nysnowmobiler.com

WHICH ONE 
ARE YOU?

Some members keep their association strong
While others join to just belong.

Some volunteer and do their share
While some lie back and just don’t care.

On meeting night some always show
While there are those who never go.
Some always pay their dues ahead

Some get behind for months instead.

Some do their best, some build, some make
Some never do – just sit and take.

Some lag behind – some let things go
And never help their group to grow.

Some drag – Some Pull
Some don’t, some do.
Consider member –

Which one of these are you?

“Found in 1989 minutes from Ken Giffin”

We hear from lots of people on many different subjects. There are a lot of people that care about organized 
snowmobiling in New York State.  I’m guessing you are one of those people. While occasionally we argue 
amongst ourselves, the one thing that unites us is a belief in the need for an organization to protect snowmo-
biling from forces that would deny us the opportunity to use our sleds to travel about in a responsible way. 
There are organizations that think all motor sports are evil and that you should stop riding. Unfortunately, they 
have the ear of certain parts of our government.  They insist on controlling you and they want to remove you 
from all public land.



JOINING A SNOWMOBILE 
CLUB PAyS FOr…

Trails

Signs & Maps
Grooming

OWN WINTEr. BECOME A MEMBEr TODAy!
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New website                New warehouse              1-877-838-1399

Your One Stop Shop for 
Aftermarket Electronics

Stator Repair
24 hour turn around!

1000s of New Parts for Your 
Snowmobile, ATV, Motorcycle, 

PWC on Our Website at 

www.rmstator.com

Your One Stop Shop for 
Aftermarket Electronics

Stator Repair
24 hour turn around!

1000s of New Parts for Your 
Snowmobile, ATV, Motorcycle, 

PWC on Our Website at 

www.rmstator.com

New website                New warehouse              1-877-838-1399
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Caswell Resort
     Hotelestablished 1888

Caswell Resort
     Hotel

PO Box 70, 77 Main St.,
Sundridge, ON P0A 1Z0

Email: info@caswellresort.com
Web: www.caswellresort.com

  ✔ Economy mid week
snowmobile packages.

✔ Heated Indoor Pool,
Sauna, Hot Tub.

✔ The Almaguin Highlands Largest
and MostComplete Resort Hotel.

Resv: 1.800.461.5262
Tel: 705.384.7600

World’s Largest in 
Used Snow Parts 
All Makes 64-2011
Resleeved, Replated, 
& Bored Cylinders, 
Rebuilt Crankshafts

SS
T
R
A

US
ED

&

SSSSS

T
R
AAA

T
S

R
A
P

NEWNEWANEWA

Free Catalog 
or Shop Online
AlsSnowmobile.com
ATVparts.com
StreetBikeParts.com

802-487-1000



As the NYSSA Snowmobile Trails Coordinator, 
I thought it would be helpful to share with 
readers/riders some general knowledge about 
trails, club volunteers, and the riders’ respon-
sibility, focusing on the signs we all see while 
riding snowmobile trails, why they are there 
and the future of trail signage.  

Signage

Snowmobiling has become very 
largely a family sport over the past 
decade.  Clubs know this, and are 
undertaking a better signage pres-
ence on the trails to make the trails 
easier to navigate and safer for all.

The club volunteers who place the 
signs take part in courses outlined to guide 
them as to where & why the signs should be 
installed, what height they need to be installed at 
(they have to be pretty far up from the ground to 
be visible after the snow is down!),  as well as the 
meaning of each of these signs based on the colors, 
text, and symbols.  These courses are based on the 
Snowmobile Trail Signing Guidelines book that is 
developed and approved by the NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation & Historic Preservation snowmobile 
unit (NYS OPRHP) with input from the 
International Association of Snowmobile 
Administrators (IASA), which is a 
group of program administrators 
gathered to deal with all 
aspects of trail programs 
in their States or Provinces 
in the US and Canada.  Clubs 
strive to make their trails as 
safe as possible for all riders and 
to protect themselves and landowners 
from liability issues.  Proper signage is an 
important part of safety.  

Snowmobile trails share very similar signs with 
our vehicle roads and highways, along with similar 
“rules” like driving on the right side at all times.  
Signs like Stop Ahead, Stop, Stay Right, Stay on 
Trail… (or Stay Home!), Bridge Ahead and other 
signs like directional arrows or warning of upcoming 
curves are used on trails just like along our roadways 
and are self explanatory and easily recognizable by 
those who drive vehicles. But clubs put up one sign 
that vehicle drivers also see on the roadways, a sign 
most people probably take for granted and/or don’t 
realize its true meaning.  Hazard Signs on trails are 
becoming very commonplace, marking areas that 
may have a hazard or object near to the outside of 

the marked trail where riders should pay close atten-
tion.  We see these same signs on every bridge on our 
roadways.  They have a reflective yellow background 
with black diagonal lines… but do you know what 
those diagonal lines represent?  They actually are 
installed with the lines pointing down to the safe 
portion of the road or, in our case the trail, away from 

the hazard.  Take a closer look at them the next 
time you see one in order to understand 

the intent of the hazard sign and why 
it is placed where it is.

Snowmobile trails are signed ac-
cording to NYS OPRHP’s guidelines, 
as noted above.  Trails in open 
fields are to be staked for safety, 

with posts delineating the outside 
boundary of the safely marked trail.  

Riding outside of these posts is “ride at your 
own risk” territory.  Inherent Risk is the term other 
States and Canadian Provinces use legally to 
reduce indemnification for landowners and 
clubs resulting from self-induced acci-
dents.  When riders go even slightly 
outside of the properly delin-
eated marked trail, it could 
ultimately result in an accident 

(there could be a large rock or 
a ditch beneath the snow).  It 

could also result in the club los-
ing the landowner’s permission 

to access these fields that often 
have winter crops planted.  It is 
a tremendous amount of work 

for our volunteers to re-route a 
trail. Please respect the landowners 

and clubs by adhering to the signs.  They 
are there for a reason… everyone’s safety.

In the past year or so, trail signage has been 
discussed across snow areas of North America and 
Canada.  The IASA is getting feedback from the US 
Forest Preserve on what consistent signage should 
look like along with color and size of snowmobile 
trail signs.  In some areas like Quebec and Ontario 
in Canada, less signage has been legally allowed to 
be placed on the trails in an attempt to keep trail 
workers from making decisions that they may not be 
trained to make, such as the degree of a curve on a 
trail.  In these areas, the warning signs mentioned 
above (yellow with black lettering) have all been 
replaced with one sign… SLOW!  That one sign 
would warn riders of any and all hazards that they 
may be approaching, such as a bridge, a sharp corner, 
a culvert, a gradual curve, and so on.  

I have my own concerns about this change in NY, but 
I also recognize the overall need to have consistently 
signed trails all across our State in order to provide 
the safest possible trail system.  So I am asking 
any experienced club trail volunteers as well as 
experienced riders to interject their opinions on this 
subject directly to me.  I would like to compile these 
comments and suggestions over the next month or 
so in order to allow the Board of Directors of NYSSA 
to make an educated and informed decision as to 
the future of signage in our State.  NYSSA, the Clubs, 
and NYS OPRHP are all working together very hard to 
make this sport safer for everyone involved.  Feel free 
to e-mail me your take on any such possible changes 
to my e-mail address above.  We will follow-up on 
this subject in a later article.    
To view the current signage snowmobile trail 
guidelines handbook, visit  http://www.nysparks.

state.ny.us/recreation/snowmobiles/documents/
NYSSnowmobileTrailSigningHandbook.pdf .

Trail Layout

Another aspect of trail safety is 
the actual trail layout.  Club 

volunteers examine the 
area that the trails will pass 

through, taking into consider-
ation the terrain and any potential 

hazards which riders would have 
to navigate. Volunteers try to select the 

safest path.  In almost all instances, trails are 
marked where they are for these reasons as well as 

landowner requests to put them in certain areas (like 
on the outside of fileds).  Landowners also demand 
that riders stay in those areas that they indicate, 
hence the reason we are seeing so many signs about 
“staying on the trail”.  Riders need to understand and 
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respect this attempt by club volunteers to keep all 
sleds on the marked trails, but also realize that the 
safest path is where the club marks the trail.   

The Safe Trails Education Program (STEP) 
for Volunteers

NYSSA educates Club volunteers on the signing 
requirements and also has undertaken a “trail inspec-
tion/advisor program”, dubbed the NYSSA Safe Trails 
Education Program (STEP).  In the late summer/early 
fall, classes are scheduled all across NYS to provide this 
training to as many club members as possible.  Volun-
teer instructors use PowerPoint presentations which 
include many pictures of signing scenarios. These 
scenarios are reviewed and critiqued so that volunteers 
learn to make the best possible choices for correct 
signage.  These classes are listed on the NYSSA website 
and are open to any NYSSA club member.  Look for 
these 2011-12 season course dates/locations soon and 

feel free to contact me for more info on this program.

Snowmobile Safety Classes for Riders

Our clubs host many Snowmobile Safety Classes each 
year, with most beginning in early fall and ending 
in early winter.  Anyone over the age of 10 years 
old can attend.  NYSSA recommends that all new 
riders, regardless of age, attend these classes.  For 
more information on the type of education and a list 
of class locations, visit http://www.nysparks.state.
ny.us/recreation/snowmobiles/education.aspx .

We Need Responsible Riders’ Help!

While pointing out the reasons for safety on our trails, I 
feel compelled to ask riders to consciously take control 
of this sport a little more, for all of us.  Drive a little more 
defensively; think about what may be or who might 
be coming around the next corner; help protect this 
sport from those few that give us all a tarnished name 

by riding irresponsibly.  We all realize that accidents 
happen in anything we do, but by all riders taking more 
responsibility for their own actions, the less bad press we 
will end up reading in our local papers.  A washout of the 
snow surface may have made a large hole in the middle 
of the trail… a tree may have fallen in the middle of 
the night that no one knows about…a sled may have 
broken down on the side of the trail… other users 
may be enjoying our trails…any number of hazards/
obstacles may pop out at any time, leading all of us to be 
more responsible and in control of our machines enough 
to stop in time when we do see these situations.  The 
direction of the negative media reports is indeed in our 
hands… let’s all do our part to make the snowmobile-
related articles more about the many positive events and 
fundraisers our clubs undertake that the many generous 
snowmobile riding enthusiasts support.  WE, the SAFE 
RIDERS, are indeed the majority.  We must now show 
this to be the case by educating those in the minority 
about what detriment they are causing our sport.   <
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