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A WORD ABOUT  
NEW YORK STATE SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION:

Please note that for the 2013-14 Snowmobile Season, NYS Department of Motor Vehicles 
has informed us that the only acceptable proof of your club membership is your current-
season NYSSA Voucher. If computer-generated, the voucher may be printed either in black 
and white or color, as long as the NYSSA logo watermark is shown.  If you have a printed 
voucher with handwritten information filled in, it must be printed in color to be accepted.
For the 2014-15 Snowmobile Season beginning April 1, 2014, only vouchers that are 
entirely computer-generated will be  accepted. Handwritten vouchers will not be valid.
Membership cards will no longer be provided. Your Voucher is proof of your snowmobile 
club and NYSSA membership for registration and for member discounts.
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MAIN ARTERY of one of NYS’s Snowmobile Trail System is
LOCATED DIRECTLY ON OUR 52 ACRE PROPERTY!

Ride up to the Inn at the Beeches ...�

PARK YOUR SLED DIRECTLY
IN FRONT OF YOUR ROOM!

Proud sponsor of

Oneida County

Snowmobiling

Rt. 26 North, Turin Road, Rome, NY 

Deluxe Snowmobile Package includes…
Lodging for Two • Full American

Breakfast • Plenty of Parking for your Trailer

Fireside Restaurant
& Lounge on premises!

$7995

FOR THIS OFFER PLEASE CALL
1–800–765–7251

Rome’s Only Three Diamond
Full Service Lodging!

per night

Inn
Beechesat the
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www.nysnowmobiler.com

PUblisHer • Kent Lester  |  co-PUblisHer • Mark R. Lester  |  mAnAGinG eDiTor • Matt Lester  |  nyssA eDiTor • Anne 
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WARNING: Some of the action shown in this magazine is potentially dangerous. Almost all riders photographed are professionals, 
racers or experienced experts. It is strongly recommended readers do not attempt to duplicate stunts beyond their capabilities. 
Always wear a helmet, boots and safety equipment.

NEW YORK STATE SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION     PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040     1.888.624.3849
Supertrax New York Snowmobiler Magazine is published twice yearly by Supertrax LLC. Mailing address for marketing and editorial 
is Dupont Center, Suite 408, 9801 Dupont Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55431. Copyright 2011 Supertrax LLC. All rights reserved. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced by analog or digital means without the written consent of the publishers. Publishers 
are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts. Address for subscriptions is: PO Box 197, Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0197. Toll 
free: 1.800.905.TRAX. US Subscription rate is $11.00 for 4 issues, $19.00 for 8 issues, $25.00 for 12 issues. When paying by US 
Postal Money Order, only international Money orders are accepted. Domestic Postal Money Orders are not accepted.

TOLL-FREE NUMBER FOR ADVERTISING AND SALES ONLY: 1.888.905.TRAX (8729)

CALL TOLL-FREE FOR SUPERTRAX SUBSCRIPTIONS: 1.800.905.TRAX
Subscribe Online at supertraxmag.com

nyssA sTAFF
Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director • dominic@nysnowmobiler.com • 1.888.624.3849 x104
James E. Rolf, Trail Coordinator • jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com • 1.888.624.3849 x102
Anne M. O’Dell, General Manager • nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com • 1.888.624.3849 x101
Membership Help Line • membership@nysnowmobiler.com • 1.888.624.3849 x103

FALL 2013   Volume 3 #1

© 2013 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. All 
rights reserved. ®, ™ Trademarks of Bombardier 

Recreational Products or its affiliates. Products are distributed in the 
United States (US) by BRP U.S. Inc. Offers valid in the U.S. at participating 
Ski-Doo dealers on new and unused 2014 Ski-Doo snowmobiles 
(excluding racing models and spring-only units) purchased, delivered 
and registered between now and November 30, 2013. — †2-yeAR 
eNgINe cOveRAge: coverage is a combination of 1-year BRP limited 
warranty and 1-year BRP extended Service Term (B.e.S.T.) engine 
coverage only. B.e.S.T. is subject to a $50 deductible per repair. 
See your participating BRP dealer to receive a copy of the BRP 
Limited Warranty and B.e.S.T. contract. — ‡gReAT FINANcINg 
AvAILABLe: The financing program is offered by Sheffield Financial, 
a Division of BB&T Financial, FSB. Minimum Amount Financed 
$1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. SUBjecT TO cReDIT 
APPROvAL; not all applicants will qualify for credit. Approval, and 
any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. 
Promotions are subject to termination or change at any time without 
notice. See your participating Ski-Doo dealer for all details. Offer 
may not be assigned, traded, sold or combined with any other offer 
unless expressly stated herein. Offer void where restricted or otherwise 
prohibited by law. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue 
or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or 
equipment without incurring any obligation. Always consult your 
snowmobile dealer when selecting a snowmobile for your particular 
needs and carefully read and pay special attention to your Operator’s 
guide, Safety video, Safety Handbook and to the safety labeling on 
your snowmobile. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always wear 
appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Always observe applicable 
local laws and regulations. Don’t drink and ride.

buy a

2014 ski-doo® sled
now and get

2-year
engine coverage†

+

great
financing‡

offer ends november 30th

Find out more at ski-doo.com
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rmo t ion +  re v-xs

renegadenow on the  
2014 SKI-DOO®

learn mOre at 
ski-doo.com

easily adjustable. highly flexible. 
because backs, hips and knees are not.
Burning trails or carving powder, the Ski-Doo renegade® gives you the  
most comfortable ride. adjust the industry-leading travel of the rmotion™ 
suspension, featuring a 100% progressive motion ratio. adjust to more riding 
positions with the versatile reV-XS™ platform. It’s crossover riding the way 
you want it. It’s technology you’ll only find on Ski-Doo sleds.

SKI379 Renegade 8.125x10.75_NYSMoct/nov.indd   1 9/17/13   1:43 PM
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In a matter of moments, a life-altering event can occur in our daily lives. Sometimes it happens with little or no warning and affects families 
and friends for a long time. The healing process can take years to accomplish or, in some cases, there’s just a mourning process for people 
to cope with. Fortunately, in this story, our fellow snowmobile member is still working on his recovery. He has some hard work to accomplish 

before he will see the results.

It was a very cold and snowy February 2011 
morning in Western New York and the trails were 
covered for some good riding. Doug Hagen left 
his home to ride his snowmobile to his shop to 
start his workday. After about an hour of working 
in his shop he just did not feel right, he walked 
into his office to take a break. He was alone and 
no customers were there with any welding or 
fabrication jobs for Doug to work on. He was in 
his office, and all he could remember was the 
room getting darker around him. He could not 
understand what was going on with his body. He 
fell to the floor. He does remember a friend, Fred 
Bentley, who walked in about fifteen minutes 
later and discovered him sitting on the office 
floor. Doug was unable to fully communicate 
with his friend. Fred realized Doug was having 
a major medical issue. He placed a call to 911, 
to Genesee County Mutual Aid, and Doug`s wife 
Linda for help. Doug`s sister Jane lives next 
door to her brother`s shop and she heard the 
call on the scanner for a man down at the shop. 
Within a matter of minutes they realized Doug 
was suffering a stroke. Doug was 52 years old 
and was in good shape and was always very 
active, not the type of person you would think 
was having a stroke. 

Doug was rushed to Millard Fillmore hospital 
in Buffalo, New York where he received the 
treatment to save his life. The doctors gave him 
little chance of surviving when he first arrived, 
and told the family to expect the worst. He was 
in the hospital for close to four months before he 
was allowed to go home and recover from this 
near fatal stroke. Doug was unable to talk for the 
first month and the entire right side of his body 
is paralyzed from this stroke. To this day, he still 
doesn’t remember the first couple of months in 
intensive care. He was unconscious from the 
medication they were giving him to keep his 
brain from swelling more from the stroke. He did 
get stronger and more stable in intensive care 
so he was eventually moved to a private room to 
start the healing process. 

Doug is an avid snowmobiler and enjoys the 
outdoors. His father, Duane, was one of the first to 
own a snowmobile in this area and all of Doug`s 
brothers and his sister were avid snowmobilers 
since they were little kids. His mom and dad 
used to load all the kids up during the winter 
and head down to Cattaraugus County to ride 
snowmobiles with friends. Doug continued this 

activity with his wife Linda and his children Dana 
and Stephanie for many years after. 

There was a time when Doug was nine years 
old and his dad let him hold the handlebars so 
he could help his dad drive the snowmobile. 
The folks who have been around snowmobiling 

for a while would remember the snowpants had 
a rubber strap that went under the boots. The 
rubber strap on Doug`s pants got caught in 
the suspension of the snowmobile and pulled 
Doug`s leg into the track, seriously injuring him. 
He still has a permanent scar on his leg from 
this day and it always bothered his father that it 
happened. His dad thought he would never get 
on a snowmobile again after his leg healed, but 

Doug was ready to ride with the family again next 
winter. His mom made sure that would never 
happen again! She bought Doug a new pair of 
snow pants without the rubber strap on them. 
From this point on, snowmobiling was a large 
part of his life. 

Doug, who grew up on a family farm, recruited 
friends and local landowners for permission to 
ride snowmobiles so they were not riding on 
roads and bothering landowners who did not 
welcome snowmobiles on their land or crops. 
Doug used to mark the trails with pink ribbons 
attached to tree branches so his buddies 
and others would stay on the trail. He is Past 
President of the Genesee Sno-Packers and was 

An Extraordinary Volunteer

Jim Elmore, NYSSA President, president@nysnowmobiler.com
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        Like us on facebook!  www.facebook.com/ChenangoTourism

Chenango County Trails
DON’T PASS US BY!

•  300 miles of funded trails
•  180” annual snowfall
•  112,000 acres state land

®NYSDED

Visit www.chenangoNY.org or call 1-877-CHENANGO

one of the first to seek out and buy groomers 
for the club. Doug has been a tireless volunteer 
to the sport of snowmobiling. He was always 
working on plans to expand the trails out of his 
home and into other areas of the County. The 
trails he did get opened were not like the trails 
you would ride on today. Many went through 
swampy areas or other areas landowners did 
not care where snowmobiles traveled. 

Many of Doug’s friends think he was born 
on the back of a snowmobile and this explains 
all the energy he has toward the sport. It has 
been almost three years since his stroke and 
he is still unable to ride his snowmobile. He is 
really looking forward to the day he is healed 
enough to be able to ride again. Even though 
he is unable to enjoy the sport we love, it 
hasn’t stopped him from volunteering his time 
to the trails. He remains a strong member in 
the club and is still Genesee County Trails 
Coordinator, working with the area clubs on 
the State trail funding paperwork. He has been 
out with others marking trails and helping with 
the teardown last spring. He does not have the 
physical ability to pound stakes, so he drives 
a Polaris Ranger and takes other equipment 
to the trail workers who are working on getting 
the trails ready for the season.  

All I know is that regardless of the handicaps, 
disabilities, hardships and losses we may 
endure throughout our lifetime, we can still have 
the heart to fight and overcome adversity. Doug 
is a great example and should be an inspiration 
to all those who think they cannot do something. 
Doug challenges you as a snowmobiler, a 
volunteer and a friend, to get out there and do 
all the extra things that he cannot do and make 
your local club better. Don’t make a mistake and 
say I will help out next time because things can 
change in a split second. Our lives are very busy 
but not knowing what may happen tomorrow is 
only proof that we all need to work together to 
accomplish a goal. I hope next year at this time I 
can write about Doug healing enough to be able 
ride his snowmobile and helping pound a few 
stakes into the ground. 

I would like to say thanks to the readers 
of this article. I was inspired to write about 
snowmobilers suffering a disability who want to 
help but sometimes are restricted from helping. 
I met a couple of snowmobilers in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin at the International Snowmobile 
Congress who were disabled and still worked 
many hours for their respective clubs. One 
young lady was an amputee and another 
gentleman was confined to a wheelchair, both 
of these snowmobilers show no signs of ever 
giving up their volunteer duties. Doug and these 
other folks can still get outside to help, so what’s 
stopping you? 

All photos for this article: courtesy Jane 
Chaddock
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I am somewhat of a survey junky. I like to read surveys about what people are thinking 
and who makes up a particular user group. Over the past three seasons, NYSSA, working 
in partnership with the SUNY Potsdam Institute for Applied Research, has conducted 

two surveys of the New York Snowmobiler. The first study (the results of which were 
published in the Spring of 2012) based on snowmobiler behavior during the 2010-11 season, 
demonstrated that as an activity we contributed a minimum of $868 million to the New York 
economy. We went back to the same population of snowmobilers in 2013 to ask some of the 
same questions and some new ones. 

The 2013 survey contained some very 
interesting results. Eight-three percent of 
the respondents were from New York State. 
That number is consistent with registration 
information from the DMV. Pennsylvania 
continues to be the state from which most of our 
non-New York residents come, followed by New 
Jersey, Connecticut, and Ohio in that order. 

2011-12 was a dismal year for snowmobiling, 
and registrations fell from 134,000 to less than 
90,000. With more normal snow last season, 
registrations rose back to 116,000. We had 
all hoped for better numbers this past season, 
so one purpose of the new survey was to 
document why riders may not register a sled. 

The survey asked owners to list the sleds 
that they owned and whether the sled was 
registered in 2011, 12 and/or 13. Even in 2010-
11 it appears that 17% of all sleds owned are 
not registered, a number that repeated this 
past season. In 2011-12 when registrations fell 
dramatically, the number of unregistered sleds 
rose to almost 26% of all sleds owned. There 
are many reasons for not registering sleds. 

•	 24% of riders said it was too expensive 
to register. Considering that registration 
and club membership fees have not 
changed in 6 years, this is probably a 
pretty constant population of sled owners 
and most likely applies to a secondary 
sled (2.5 sleds per household.) 

•	 The very positive news is that less than 
1% of sled owners indicated that they did 
not register a sled because they were 
leaving the sport. 

There were other positive signs in the 2013 
survey. Interest in buying a sled next year rose 
to 30% of riders and more significantly interest 
in buying a new sled rose significantly.   There 
is also good news on the commitment of riders 
to stay in the sport even at an older age. When 
asked if they will be still riding in 10 years, 

63% of those age 55 and older perceive that 
they will still be riding. (I know that I hope to 
be.) Of everyone who said they would not be 
snowmobiling in 10 years, age was the most 
frequently cited reason.  

The most important finding of the survey was 
without a doubt the fact that the Adirondack 
Park continues to be the most important area for 
snowmobiling in the state. In fact in the last three 

NYSSA

The New York Snowmobiler?

EYE
Dominic Jacangelo, NYSSA Executive Director, dominic@nysnowmobiler.com

ON

GET AWAY TO

Explore
See Oneida County from  
a whole new perspective 

With more than 540 miles of well-
groomed trails, snowmobiling in Oneida 
County is the perfect way to enjoy the 

outdoors. Take a ride around Oneida Lake, 
tour the Tug Hill Region, ride through the 
North Country to the Tug Hill Plateau and 
the world-famous Adirondack Park trails. 

Add variety to winter when you…
get away to it all in Oneida County! 

TheGetawayRegion.com/snowmobiling
800.426.3132  |  #OneidaCountyNY

® NYSDED, used with perm
ission
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years it has grown significantly in importance. 
In 2010-11 of all the days snowmobiling in the 
state 25% of them were in the Adirondack Park. 
In 2012-13 that percentage had grown to 37%.  
No wonder that more than 77% of snowmobilers 
believe that what happens in the Adirondacks 
will have an effect on snowmobiling in the rest 
of the state. 

Based on the respondents to the survey 
there were some other interesting associations 
among our riders. Over half also own an ATV 
with just over 10% owning an UTV. Over 40% 
own a boat, 30% a motorcycle and 14% an off 
road motorcycle. Over half of us buy a fishing 
license and/ or a hunting license. Off-season 
our most popular sport is boating and 30% of us 
are members of the NRA. Based on the fact that 
a very significant number of our members are 
rural (60%), I expected to see a higher number 
report being a member of the Farm Bureau 
(5%). The number I can’t explain is that 2.6% 
of owners who reported work as their most 
popular summer recreational activity. I hope it is 
true and they spend their summer lifeguarding 
somewhere!

The full survey discussion of both this recent 
work as well as the work from 2012 is available 
on the NYSSA website. I encourage you to give 
it a look. You might be surprised how much you 
are like your fellow snowmobiler. 
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When I was 4 years old I got to take 
my first ride on a snowmobile. My 
parents had a couple of Ski-Doos and 

I remember sitting on one in the yard playing with 
the knobs that opened and closed the headlights 
when my older brother asked if I wanted a ride. 
That was the first time anyone had ever 
asked me if I wanted to go Ski-Doo-ing (as 
snowmobiling was commonly called back 
in those days). I finally got my first shot at 
riding and I relished in the moment.

He took me up the road and on the 
way back home, he asked me if I wanted 
to drive. Sitting in front of him on the 
seat I had my first chance at freedom. 
Never before had anyone ever trusted 
me enough to let me ride a sled, much 
less squeeze the throttle all by myself. 
At four, this is a pretty big deal and I 
still remember the excitement of my first 
ride, so excited that I squeezed the throttle so 
hard the snowmobile shot off like a rocket and 
headed straight for a ditch, which we would have 

hit had my brother not knocked my hand from the 
throttle. My driving days were over for a while. I 
went home that day with a sore hand, damaged 
ego and a love for snowmobiling that has not 
ended since.

From that day forward began a life-long passion 

for the sport and I have been pretty active in ‘Ski-
Doo-ing’ ever since. It’s that same type of passion 
I have seen in some of our youth. It’s a passion we 

need for our sport to survive. 
NYSSA recently completed a second survey 

of riders and found that many of our most active 
participants will be aging out of the sport in the 
next five to ten years. These statistics alone 
should be the driving force for clubs to actively 

look for younger members to help carry 
the load. 

Similar results were seen in 
Pennsylvania where the average age of 
active snowmobilers is 41- years-old. Not 
that 41 is old. I’m 41 and I don’t see myself 
as old (although my kids may argue the 
point). The fact is, once people start to get 
into their 40’s, pounding those trail stakes 
and grooming until five in the morning gets 
harder and harder to do. 

Incidentally, I have spoken to countless 
clubs about their volunteer numbers and 
club participation. The average age of club 

volunteers is probably a little older than the age 
of the average rider. My club’s average volunteer 
age is 47 years old.

The Importance of Youth Participation in Snowmobiling

NEWSNYSSA Rosanne Warner, NYSSA Secretary, secretary@nysnowmobiler.com
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CLOTHING - HELMETS - GOGGLES - PARTS - AVALANCHE GEAR & MORE! 1-800-396-7034

Serving Snowmobilers Throughout The United States, Canada & Across The Globe!

GET YOUR FREE  

CATALOG TODAY!
PROBES

    1.800.396.7034
®

2014 CATALOG

FREE
SHIPPING
ON U.S. ORDERS

(see inside for details)

SNOWMOBILE CLOTHING, GEAR, PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Photo courtesy of HMK / Richard Hallman / FreelanceImaging.com

Pantone
186

Pantone
420

Pantone
Process Black

$329 $279
$419 $379

$239 $209

$319

$279

$374
$364

FREE SHIPPING on u.s. orders
(see site for details)

$239 $319

$89

NEW 509 SINISTER X5 GOGGLES

509 AVIATOR 
GOGGLES

$179

$124

YES! WE SHIP TO CANADA!
For Everything Snowmobiling, visit www.FirstPlaceParts.com

AVALANCHE GEAR
RIDING IN THE MOUNTAINS? 

BE PREPARED! IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! SHOVELS

BEACONS

AIRBAG SYSTEMS

$309$299

$399

MOUNTAIN ADDICTION JUGS & BAGS

Kits starting at just $139

$309

$339

$379$289

$129

$289

$139

$84
$49

$229

SEE ALL THE NEW 509 HELMETS AND GOGGLES

$119

$144

$154

Pantone
186

Pantone
420

Pantone
Process Black

$199

® $199
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In June, at the International Snowmobile 
Congress in Green Bay, Wisconsin, I had the 
privilege to meet a group of teens who are the 
future of our sport. Wisconsin’s KAOS program 
is light years ahead of most snowmobile youth 
programs out there. It’s a program NYSSA 
supports and hopes to see mimicked here in New 
York State. It’s a program New York State needs 
for its youth and the well-being of our sport.

KAOS (Kids and Adults On Snow) was formed 
in Wisconsin as a way to give youth an in-depth 
understanding of how organized snowmobiling is 
run and to train them in the leadership skills they 
will need to continue running the trail program when 
the time comes for others to step back and retire. 

To keep the sport strong, all riders need to 
consider this: Where will you ride if the clubs 
become extinct and no one continues to carry 
the load?

Many New York clubs are actively looking at 
starting snowmobile youth programs. Snowmobiling 
is a family sport and there are many ways to get 
the youth actively involved and begin to show them 
how organized snowmobiling is run.

How it Works
The KAOS program is run on a county and state 

level. It’s not all about work, there are plenty of 
fun things that are done, but learning is the key 
objective. Youth members attend club and county 
association meetings, help with snowmobile safety 
classes and organize their own local youth clubs. 
They also organize youth fun nights including 
bowling parties, pool parties and youth snowmobile 
rides. The ideas for your program are endless! 

On the state level, youth members attend 
regular meetings of the Association of Wisconsin 
Snowmobile Clubs (AWSC) and annual 

conventions. They hold their own fall workshop 
that is open to all youth snowmobilers in the state. 
The youth members run hospitality rooms at the 
events, provide leadership training seminars, 
hold silent auctions and network with other state 
youth representatives. I’m told they still find time 
to have fun in between all of their duties at the 
fall workshop. 

The state organization also participates in an 
annual snowmobile youth trip. The kids I spoke 
to look forward to this trip every year as it is 
comprised of youth members and advisors for a 
weekend snowmobiling trip - without Mom and 
Dad. They also have speakers and educational 
sessions and take a couple of youth rides with 
adults and advisors.

How Kids Can Start a Youth Program
1. Find a group of interested kids. Advertise 

in your schools, local paper, dealerships, 
grocery stores or anywhere you can reach out 
to young snowmobilers. 

2. Find an adult who will be the advisor (someone 
willing to spend time with young people).

3. Set up a meeting to get organized: (a) When 
will you meet? (b) Where will you meet? (c) 
What age will your club members be? (d) 
Decide on a figure for your dues. 

4. Plan speakers for your meetings: Local 
Sheriff’s Department or law enforcement, 
dealers to speak on what’s new with sleds; 
mechanics to demonstrate sled maintenance; 
groomer operators to explain what it takes to 
maintain trails; watch a snowmobile video.

5. Plan group trips - either a local ride or even a 
weekend ride.

6. Plan fund-raisers: Hot dogs on the side of the 
trail, car washes, hire out to local adult clubs 
for their events, local community events, etc.

7. Have a youth representative attend adult 
meetings to explain your club and goals and 
ask for their support.

8. Send representatives to workshops and 
conventions (this is what your fundraising 
could be used for).

9. Make yourselves visible in the community and 
create a good rapport and reputation.

10. Require each member to sign a Club Code of 
Conduct (similar to the ones school athletes 
must sign). You want to make sure the 
members are law-abiding citizens and do not 
break the law.

11. Enter your group in local parades, have fun 
building floats and create new friendships.

12. Plan joint activities with neighboring county 
clubs.

Don’t worry if your membership is small at first 
– it will grow once the word gets out that you are 

organized and having a great time. Always make 
everything a fun event.

From the Adult’s Side:  
How to Help Start a Youth Program

1. Assist the kids in getting organized and find a 
place to meet.

2. Advise on how their meetings and elections 
should be run, but allow them to run it.

3. Assist in planning field trips and rides.
4. Advise and Step back. Remember this is the 

Youth Club, run by the Youth. Helping out 
is always appreciated but it should be the 
kids’ responsibility to complete their events, 
fundraisers and activities.

5. Assist in the development of the organization 
and obtaining the proper insurance (In 
Wisconsin, the youth divisions fall under the 
State Associations bylaws and liability policy).

6. Listen and respect the opinions of the youth, 
work side by side and treat them as equals.

When I spoke to the KAOS President, Macy 
Wasson, she told me they always plan fun and 
food at their meetings and events because they 
feel youth clubs need to provide great incentives 
to get other kids to participate. Macy is quite 
the leader and is a high school senior this year 
in Wisconsin. She was instrumental in getting 
a snowmobile trail to school approved by the 
community and school board. Riders at her school 
have a special parking area and schedule group 
rides to and from school. 

Macy spoke at this year’s International 
Snowmobile Congress and was voted Youth 
Snowmobiler of the Year by the American 
Council of Snowmobile Associations. She also 
led discussions concerning the youth program in 
Wisconsin and how to start youth groups in other 
states and provinces. Macy has become quite a 
figurehead in her neck of the woods and I know 
she will be a factor in organized snowmobiling for 
years to come.

NYSSA hopes that we have a few youth riders 
out there that have the same qualities to get these 
programs off the ground in New York. Snowmobile 
Youth Clubs are needed to help out the slowly 
graying community of volunteers who would like 
to pass the torch on to the younger riders and feel 
confident that we will all still have trails to ride long 
after they have retired.

If you are a interested in starting a youth 
snowmobile club in your area please check out 
KAOS’s Facebook page (Kids and Adults on 
Snowmobiles – KAOS) or you can find more 
information by visiting: www.AWSC.org or contact 
me at Secretary@nysnowmobiler.com 

Photos courtesy of Rosanne Warner.

NEWSNYSSA Continued
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Stay on the gas through anything that comes your way. 

The 2014 Polaris® RUSH® with PRO-RIDE® chassis and 

progressive-rate rear suspension.

See the Trail Like Never Before.    
TerrainDomination.com

Polaris recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability. Always wear a helmet and 
other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. ©2013 Polaris Industries Inc.

TERRAIN
DOMINATION

THE LINE
WHERE OTHERS SLOW DOWN

NOTES: Build Size: 8.125"(w) x 10.75"(h) • Built @ 100% • 300dpi  
Proofed @ 100% 
Bleed .1875" x .125” • Safety: .5"

Publication: New York Snowmobiler

SNOW_MY13_MY14_RUSH_US

9 / 26 / 2013

CMYK 0000 0000 0000 0000
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Here’s Some Suggestions 
On How to Get Into the Sport

Jim Rolf

Thinking back to those early days of riding 
with my family & friends, and then to the 
many times I have taken others for “their 

first ride” has me pondering ways to attract others 
to become more interested in this sport and more 
involved with the clubs. Below I will outline a few 
ways I suggest to those looking to get into the 

sport without taking that big monetary leap of 
purchasing a sled right off the bat. 

Anyone that loves the outdoors, can withstand 
a little cold now and then, and likes to feel the 
rush of having a machine under their control is 
truly missing an adventure. The wintertime beauty 
that one can see while riding through the NYS 
backwoods, with trees covered with fresh snow 
from the night before… I personally can’t picture 
a better view of what our State has to offer in 
these long winter months. For those that would 
just like to be a passenger and not be in control 
of your own machine, 
this sport could be 
for you as well. All of 
the manufacturers 
now produce 2-up 
sleds with some of 
the newer models 
actually including 
heated seats, heated 
passenger handrails, 
and a heated shield 
plug-in to make the 
ride that much more 
comfortable. 

So, you think you’d 
be interested in getting 

a friend involved in joining the more than three 
million people in the US who already enjoy 
snowmobiling each year, but don’t know how to 
get them started? Pass this article onto them to 
follow these simple suggestions to get started in 
snowmobiling for a fun-filled winter with family 
and friends:

1. Find a Friend Who Rides: 
I’m sure it wouldn’t be too hard to find a friend 

who has an extra snowmobile they’d allow you to 
take for a short ride in order to introduce you to 
their sport. Besides the sled, of course you’d have 
to have all of the other pertinent safety apparel 
to ride comfortably: A warm jacket and pants, 
gloves, boots, and a helmet to start. Borrowing 
these items will get you on your way to seeing for 
yourself if this is for you. I know quite a few people 
that were introduced to snowmobiling by being 
lent someone else’s gear and snowmobiles.

Over 85 locations
Proudly Serving

Central NY Snowmobilers
since 1980!

To see our SNOWCAM
visit: www.niceneasy.com

A webcam is located at our Constableville, NY
location on the Tug Hill Plateau

FUEL, FRESH FOOD, SNACKS, ATM & More!

We Appreciate Your Business!

contests or to join the conversation visit

like us on facebook
facebook.com/niceneasygroceryshoppes

twitter & Instagram @NNEASY
follow us on twitter

Ethanol FREE Premium GAS now available!
*at many locations; see niceneasy.com for complete list
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2. Visit a dealer or attend a snowmobiling show:
A snowmobile show is a great place to start if 

you’re just discovering snowmobiling or thinking 
about getting back into it. Attending a show allows 
you to check out different brands and models of 
snowmobiles while being able to talk to dealers 
and other enthusiasts about what would best fit 
you. There are over 1,800 licensed snowmobile 
dealers in the United States who can help you 

decide which snowmobile is best for you, based 
on your planned usage and within your price 
range. Snowmobile pricing starts at $2,000 for 
a good used model and between $6,000 and 
$14,000 for a new one. 

One suggestion: Just because you can afford 
to buy that biggest, fastest snowmobile doesn’t 
mean you SHOULD buy it! Ride within your ability 
for yours and everyone else’s sake.

3. Registration and safety:
New York State (along with all snow States) 

requires a yearly registration sticker to be affixed 
to the side cowling of the snowmobile. Registration 
information can be easily obtained through the 
NYS DMV offices or website; through the New 
York State Snowmobile Association’s website; 
and the local snowmobile club’s websites. There 
are regulations snowmobile riders must adhere to. 
The best place for a new rider to become aware 
of these rules and to see for themselves what 
snowmobile safety is all about should attend one 
of the many NYS Snowmobile Safety Courses 
held each year. Both the rules and course 
locations/dates are available at: www.nysparks.
state.ny.us/recreation/snowmobiles 

4. Find a location to snowmobile:
There are 225,000 miles of marked and 

groomed trails to explore in North America, with 
over 10,000 miles of funded trails here in NYS. 
Inquire at a local club familiar with their trail system 
and riding area near you. The local businesses 
that support snowmobiling will have trail maps 
that will show you where the trails are and where 
they can lead you to. Tourism offices as well as the 
Chambers of Commerce in the local area you will 
snowmobile will also be effective resources.

5. Locate a snowmobile rental shop:
There are snowmobile rental locations in 

NYS. Do a website search for “snowmobile 
rentals NYS” to find out where they are. Prices 
are surprisingly inexpensive when one considers 
the actual cost of the machine, insurance, and 
registration fees. Reserve your sled(s) and I think 
you’ll be hooked!

6. Visit www.gosnowmobiling.org:
For those interested in learning more about 

snowmobiling, the gosnowmobiling.org website 
is an excellent tool for website guidance and 
educational materials. It provides information for 
the inexperienced snowmobiler on getting started 
in snowmobiling, dealers, places that may rent 
snowmobiles, destinations to snowmobile and 
much more.

So, take advantage of the winters we have in 
NYS by going out there and seeing for yourself 
if snowmobiling may be for you! I like to say “You 
either ride a snowmobile or ski as a New Yorker, 
or you complain all winter long!”. Remember to 
always ride the right side of the trail, stay between 
the signs and posts, respect the landowners, 
pay attention to the signs placed on the trails for 
everyone’s safety, BE SAFE, and enjoy the NYS 
snowmobile trails!

NEWSNYSSA Continued
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CD Brien S.

AD/Designer John B.
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Layout Designer
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Print Prod.

CLIENT Arctic Cat

HEADLINE I WILL TAKE YOU PLACES…

FILE NAME SNO130049_XF900_SnoPro-A Offer
ROUND

3
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CLIENT 
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LIVE 7" x 10"
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COLOR CMYK
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    THE XF 9000 SNO PRO

PLEDGE 
�

 I WILL TAKE YOU PLACES
PERFECTLY GROOMED AND PERFECTLY NOT.

Want a sled that’s as committed to you as you are to your passion? The 2014 XF Sno Pro® knows no boundaries. With its 
137" RipsawTM II track, Arctic Race SuspensionTM and FasTrack® Slide-Action Rear Suspension,TM it’s the one machine that 

promises to take you places perfectly groomed and perfectly not. To fi nd your nearest dealer, go to arcticcat.com.

 I WILL TAKE YOU PLACES

*Offer valid on new and unused 2014 Arctic Cat snowmobiles excluding youth, race, Spring Guarantee, government, rental and demo models at participating U.S. dealers to U.S. residents. See dealer for details and program 
dates. 6.9% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS is fi nanced through Sheffi eld Financial and is subject to credit approval; not all applicants will qualify for credit. Each consumer will be charged a $50 consumer document 
fee. Financing promotions void where prohibited. 2nd YEAR CAT CARE ENGINE COVERAGE includes 12-month limited factory warranty and 12-month extended service contract (engine coverage only) and is administered 
through the Cat Care Program by Cornerstone. $300 CAT CASH valid towards purchase of Genuine Arctic Cat Parts, Garments and Accessories or Cat Care Extended Service Contract. Offer subject to change without 
notice. Certain restrictions apply. Excludes tax, freight and dealer setup. Always wear a helmet and don’t drink and ride. Ripsaw™ is a trademark of Camoplast Inc. Arctic Blast,™ Arctic Cat,® 
Arctic Race Suspension,™ FasTrack,® Share Our Passion,™ Slide-Action Rear Suspension™ and Sno Pro® are trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc. ©2013 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

THE ARCTIC BLAST™ SALES EVENT — BUY A NEW 2014 SNOWMOBILE AND GET:

6.9% 
Financing for 60 Months 

2nd Year
Cat Care™ Engine Coverage

$300
   Cat Cash™*

promises to take you places perfectly groomed and perfectly not. To fi nd your nearest dealer, go to 

» Improved heat treating process for higher 
    quality and consistency on both clutches

» Deeper fi ns for improved cooling

» Improved high temp bearing material for 
    less friction and extended durability

» Additional body-panel clutch venting

CLUTCH REFINEMENTS 
LOWER OPERATING 
TEMPS BY 30% FOR 
IMPROVED BELT LIFE.

SNO130049_XF900_SnoPro-A Offer   1 8/21/13   2:59 PM
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You got it because you are a member of the 
New York State Snowmobile Association 
(NYSSA). Your NYSSA membership is 

automatic when you join your club. This free 
magazine is a partnership between NYSSA and 
SUPERTRAX. 

NYSSA is a non-profit association dedicated 
to the advancement and expansion of New York’s 
snowmobile opportunities. The organization 
had its origins in 1975 as the NY Snowmobile 
Coordinating Group. The Association represents 
approximately 150,000 members and member 
families and includes 235 snowmobile clubs that 
are located in all areas of the state. NYSSA is the 
largest snowmobile association in the world. There 

are four officers, President James Elmore, Vice 
President Randy Phillips, Secretary Roseanne 
Warner, and Treasurer John Occhino. As provided 
in the NYSSA By-laws, each officer serves a term 
of one year and is elected at the Annual Meeting 
held each April. The clubs govern NYSSA through 
their participation at the annual meeting. 

The Educational Forum / Annual Meeting is 
a great place to meet other snowmobilers who 
donate their time to explore solutions to common 
problems faced by the sport across the state. Any 
snowmobiler who is a club member can participate 
in the Educational Forum. If your club does not 
send a delegate to the annual meeting your voice 
is absent from the discussion. 

The Association is responsible for distributing 
membership information, maintaining an online 
membership system, advocating for the welfare 
of the sport, providing liability coverage for our 
trail system and ensuring that local, state and 
federal officials do not take the needs of our sport 
for granted. NYSSA and its members contribute 
thousands each year to three official charities; 
Easter Seals, Pink Ribbon Riders and the USO. 

Three NYSSA staff are always available to 

assist you with your question or problem. They are 
Trail Coordinator James Rolf, General Manager 
Anne O’Dell, and myself, Executive Director 
Dominic Jacangelo. Anne O’Dell handles most 
of the membership questions but both Jim and I 
chime in when the snow flies. While we each have 
our expertise no one will respond with, “That’s not 
my job!” 

Both the NYSSA Board of Directors and the 
NYSSA staff have worked hard to provide our 
members with benefits that go well beyond the 
sport of snowmobiling. Our insurance partners 
Allstate and Nationwide not only provide our 
members with discounts on sled insurance but 
they also provide discounts for car, boat and home 

insurance. We have recently added some new 
discount programs for our members, including 
TireBuyer.com, Red Roof Inn, and Motel 6. 

If you are a club member remember that 
you have FREE accidental death ($4,000) and 
dismemberment insurance through one of our 
oldest partners, NILICO. However, if you have 
been procrastinating over renewing that club 
membership, you have let that coverage lapse. 

NYSSA also has many companies that are also 
Business Members. These, most of them small 
businesses, have put their money where their 
mouth is and have chosen to support the sport 
that you care so much about. I hope that when the 
opportunity arises you will also support them with 
your patronage. 

There are far too many sponsors, advertisers, 
business members and partners to mention them 
all here. I hope you will take a minute to visit the 
Member Discount pages at www.nysnowmobiler.
com for additional information on our partners 
and the discounts that are available to you as a 
member.  

Remember to be a Safe Rider and I will see you 
on the trail. 

How Did I Get This Magazine?

A new, four-color safety 
brochure for snowmobilers 
has been produced in 
cooperation with Allstate 
Insurance.  The brochure will 
be distributed to riders at club 
events and events at which 
NYSSA Safety Trailers are 
present. Watch your mail for a 
copy, sent courtesy of Allstate.
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BROWNELL’S SALES & SERVICE
11541 STATE ROUTE 40

SCHAGHTICOKE, NY
BROWNELLSMOTORSPORTS.COM

DUTCHESS RECREATIONAL  
VEHICLES

737 FREEDOM PLAINS RD
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY
DUTCHESSREC.COM

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS, LLC
2292  STATE ROUTE 12
HUBBARDSVILLE, NY

EXCELLMOTORSPORTS.COM

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS  
OF SYRACUSE, LLC

8932 BREWERTON RD
BREWERTON, NY

PREFERREDPOWERSPORTS.COM

SPORTLINE POWER PRODUCTS
38 E QUAKER SERVICE RD

QUEENSBURY, NY
SPORTLINEPOWER.COM

ALPIN HAUS SKI SHOP
4850 STATE HIGHWAY 30

AMSTERDAM, NY
ALPINHAUS.COM

BIG MOOSE YAMAHA
ROUTE 28

EAGLE BAY, NY
BIGMOOSEONLINE.COM

BLEVINS BROS., INC.
7384 STATE HIGHWAY 68

OGDENSBURG, NY
BLEVINSYAMAHA.COM

BLEVINS MOTORS, INC.
POTSDAM NORWOOD ROAD

POTSDAM, NY
BLEVINSYAMAHA.COM

CAPRARA’S OUTDOOR WORLD 
OF PULASKI

3872 STATE ROUTE 13
PULASKI, NY

CAPRARAOUTDOOR.COM

CLAYTON MARINA SALES  
& SERVICE, INC.

50 STATE ST
CLAYTON, NY

CLAYTONMARINA.COM

CNY POWER SPORTS, LLC
3871 ROUTE 11
CORTLAND, NY

CNYPOWERSPORTS.COM

D & D POWER SPORTS, LLC
4527 STATE ROUTE 410

LOWVILLE, NY
DDRACING.COM

DELAWARE SPORT CENTER
30104 STATE HIGHWAY 10

WALTON, NY
DELAWARESPORTCENTER.NET

EAST SIDE YAMAHA
1 MILTON ST
BELMONT, NY

EASTSIDEGARAGE.COM

EDINBURG MARINA, INC.
140 N SHORE RD
NORTHVILLE, NY

EDINBURGMARINA.COM

GOWANDA STARCRAFT
11147 STAFFORD RD

GOWANDA, NY
GOWANDASTARCRAFT.COM

HOLLINK MOTOR SPORTS
386 S UNION ST

SPENCERPORT, NY
HOLLINKMOTORSPORTS.COM

LAKE CITY CHOPPERS, INC.
568 STATE ROUTE 3
PLATTSBURGH, NY

LAKECITYCHOPPERS.COM

LONG ISLAND YAMAHA
67 N BROADWAY
HICKSVILLE, NY

LIKAWASAKI.COM

M & R SPORTS AND 
MOWER, INC.

2014 CRANE BROOK DR
AUBURN, NY

MANDRSPORTS.NET

MENNETO POWERSPORTS, INC.
1757 ROUTE 9

CLIFTON PARK, NY
MENNETO.COM

MIKE’S CYCLE & SPORTS SHOP
MOUNTED RTE 26 TURIN RD

ROME, NY

SLED SHOP RACING, LLC
233 EAST HILL RD
BINGHAMTON, NY

SSRPOWERSPORTS.COM

SNUG HARBOR MARINA
2374 W LAKE RD

ASHVILLE, NY
SNUGHARBORMARINE.COM

SOVIES CYCLE SHOP
590 AMES RD
POTSDAM, NY

SOVIESCYCLESHOP.COM

SPORTS UNLIMITED, INC.
5654 HORATIO ST

UTICA, NY
SPORTSUNLIMITEDNY.COM

STONE’S SNOW SLED
4386 MAPLE RIDGE RD

NEWARK, NY
STONESSNOWSLEDS.COM

VILLAGE MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
2886 STATE ROUTE 8

SPECULATOR, NY
VILLAGEMOTORSPORTS.COM

PRO YAMAHA DEALERS 

E3655_YMC_FALL_FOCUS_NY_Snowmobiler_FA.indd   1 8/27/13   12:59 PM
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RIDE NEW YORK: 

ST. LAWRENcE cOUNTY
contributed by Deb christy, President, st. lawrence 
county snowmobile Association

Up north, in New York’s largest county, the winter economy is hard. Perhaps that’s why sprawling, rural St. 
Lawrence County, with its many tiny hamlets and crossroads, caters so generously to snowmobiling. 
But then again, it’s more than a winter livelihood. For folks here, it’s a lifestyle.

In the early 1960’s, when Bombardier 
Snowmobile LTD of Quebec, Canada first began 
marketing the Ski-Doo, a bright yellow, 8-hp, 
4-cycle snow machine first manufactured for the 

military during WWII, it seemed like just the thing 
snowbound northerners had been waiting for. 
The winter sport of snowmobiling exploded. 
Finally, there was a way to enjoy the spectacular 

natural resources of St. 
Lawrence County all year 
round.

Netta Dumas was well over 60 
when she plunked down her $700 
for a Ski-Doo. Soon she and a small 
group of friends calling themselves the Snow-
Packers were exploring places few, if any, 
had seen in winter. In 1964 a Saranac Lake 
newspaper published a front page headline: 
“SNOWMOBILERS TRAVEL ALL THE WAY 
FROM CHILDWOLD TO CONIFER”. It was an 11-
mile trip. Little did anyone realize this was the start 
of a multi-million dollar industry that would bring 
amazing life to a frozen, silent, snow covered 
wilderness landscape. A wonderful book about 
early snowmobiling in the Northern Adirondacks 
called Adirondack Snow Flurries, written by Jim 
Burnett, is a must-read for all snow enthusiasts.
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to consult the St. Lawrence County Snowmobile 
Association website at www.slcsa.com for trail 
conditions and to learn where logging activities 
are occurring. On occasion, both snowmobiles 
and loggers will share the same road, so please 
be careful and obey all posted signs. In addition, 
be aware that cross-country skiers, snowshoes, 
and even dog sleds may use some of our trails. 
Snowmobile events happen throughout the winter, 
so if it’s a winter carnival or a snowmobile race 
you’re seeking, this is the place for it. Or maybe 
you’d like to try some ice fishing or mountaintop 
and wildlife photography. The diversity here is 
amazing! Bring your buddies and your families 
and enjoy the best New York has to offer in St. 
Lawrence County.

www.facebook.com/
stlawrencecountysnowmobileassociationToday, St Lawrence County boasts 530 

miles of meticulously groomed trails and some 
of the best riding in New York State. And talk 
about connections! The east end of the county 
trail system connects to Franklin County, the 
Akwesasne Casino, and Canada. The west end 
of the county connects to Lewis County and Tug 
Hill, while the southern end of the county connects 
to Hamilton County and Old Forge. There is no 
such thing as “you can’t get there from here” in St. 
Lawrence County.

Situated at the top of the state, the county 
shares a 75-mile border with Canada along the 
mighty St. Lawrence River, the two countries  are 

connected by two major international bridges. 

wilderness. No county has more to offer in terrain, 
scenery or destinations than St. Lawrence.

A visit to the county Chamber of Commerce 
website: www.northcountryguide.com will get you 
a free trail map. What the map won’t show is the 
warmth and hospitality along St. Lawrence County 
trails. This is definitely Small Town, USA and you’re 
never a stranger – you’re a SNOWMOBILER! In 
these parts, that counts for a lot. Everywhere you 
go you’re offered companionship, insider trail tips, 
good fun and great service.

Getting out on St. Lawrence County trails is 
easy. Parking and access points are easily located 
in and around the small hamlets along the trail 
system, and are clearly marked on the Trail Map, 
as are services such as gas, food and lodging. 
Trail signage is excellent throughout the system. 
Every year the trail system draws visitors from 

surrounding counties, other states and Canada to 
take on the challenge of diverse winter terrain. You 
never know who you might meet along the way!

Trails, many of them former railroad beds, logging 
roads and seasonal passages, are groomed and 
maintained by ten very dedicated local snowmobile 
clubs across the county, under the umbrella of the 
St. Lawrence County Snowmobile Association. 
These volunteers, with the Association’s million 
dollar plus inventory of grooming equipment, give 
countless hours to the winter sport they all love, and 
take pride in providing safe and enjoyable trails for 
the entire family. 

Trails are open through the generosity of 
over 500 private landowners, state easements, 
timber companies and forest preserve. Some 
trails traverse active working forests and logging 
activities may be in practice year-round. Be sure 

The St. Lawrence County Snowmobile Association, www.slcsa.org, was formed in 1974 and 
is comprised of ten clubs:

Boondockers Snowmobile Club • www.slcsa.org
Childwold Snowpackers • www.childwoldsnowpackers.com
Colton Sno Skippers • www.facebook.com/pages/Sno-Skippers-Inc/191035957664536
Cranberry Lake Mountaineers • www.cranberrylakemountaineers.com
Dairyland Snowmobile Club • www.dairylandsnowmobileclub.com
Edwards Snowmobile Club • www.slcsa.org
Grass River Groomers • www.grasserivergroomers.com/
Hermon Sledders • www.slcsa.org
Punchlock Travelers • www.facebook.com/pages/Punchlock...Club/182114288485819
Tri Town Trailblazers • www.tritown.webs.com/membership.htmCL
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Heading south from the river valley, through open 
farm fields, rolling hills and snow-covered pines, 
you climb into the pristine Adirondack Mountain 
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RIDE NEW YORK:

ERIE cOUNTY

Erie County is located in the heart of Western New York. On a map it can be found at the eastern end of Lake Erie 
and is home to the city of Buffalo, the second largest city in the state. For nearly a century it was the hub of 
transportation for everything moving west. Today Erie County serves as a hub of a different kind. With 

over 400 miles of groomed trails, it’s the hub of snowmobiling in Western New York. To the north, Corridor 
6 surrounds Grand Island with miles of scenic views of the Canadian shoreline. To the north and east, 
the trails of the Northern Erie Snow Seekers connect to Niagara Falls and the trails of the Shawnee Sno 
Chiefs, the Marilla Sno-Mob and on to Genesee County.

While it’s true the city of Buffalo and the suburbs 
seem to cut the county in half, it’s no deterrent to 
the nearly 7000 snowmobilers registered in Erie 
County. Erie has held the record for the most 
registrations in the state for many years. The Erie 
County Federation serves the ten clubs of Erie 
County and meets monthly throughout the year to 
communicate information from NYSSA and NYS 
Parks to the clubs. Our trail coordinator works 
closely with our county sponsor to keep things 
running smoothly.  The Federation offers a mid-
season safety course for anyone unable to attend 

any of the courses put on by each club. It also 
puts on an annual “RIDE IN” in mid-January and 
a summer picnic with entertainment and free food 
for all.

Snowmobiling in Erie County continues to 
grow. It offers more than the usual in varied terrain 
and some of the best groomed trails in the state.  
Several of our county parks are part of the trail 
system and offer ample parking for trucks and 
trailers. Chestnut Ridge Park is part of the system 
maintained by the Hamburg Snowmobile Club, a 
great place to drop and ride. From there you can 

connect the Western New York 
snowmobile club of Boston trails to 
the Colden Ridge Rider’s trails and 
Sprague Brook Park. Riding in Erie 
County offers endless opportunities: Head west 
to Sardinia and the Pioneer Sno Surfers system 
and the Erie County Reforestation. Connect to 
the Eden Trail Blazers and stop at the Eden VFW 
or head east to the Holland Sno Rascals, The 
Willows and Wyoming County. Stay on Corridor 
4 and end up in Springville or the trails of the 
Southern Tier Snow Drifters and Gowanda.

As you can see, the riding opportunities in Erie 
County are plentiful - but it doesn’t stop there. Erie 
County is s great place to start, with connections 
to the Enchanted Mountains of Cattaraugus 
County and on to Chautauqua and Mayville. How 
about heading south to Allegany State Park and 
the Seneca Allegany Casino in Salamanca? Then 
there’s eastern connections to Byrncliff Resort 
and Letchworth State park.  All are within a day’s 
ride.

With so many options, abundant gas stops, 
restaurants and destinations, Erie County is a 
great place to ride!

Colden Trail Riders • www.coldentrails.com/
Eden Trailblazers Snowmobile Club Inc. • www.edentrailblazers.org
Grand Island Snowmobile Club • www.gi-snowmobiler.com/index.html
Hamburg Snowmobile Club, Inc. • www.hsctrails.com
Holland Sno-Rascals - www.snorascals.org
Marilla Sno-Mob Snowmobile Club, Inc. • www.marilla-snomob-sc.com/Entry.html
Northern Erie Sno Seekers, Inc • www.snoseekers.com
Pioneer Sno Surfers of Sardinia • www.snosurfers.com
Southern Tier Snow Drifters, Inc. • www.stsnowdrifters.com
Western NY Snowmobile Club of Boston, Inc. • www.bostontrails.comCL
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You Can Connect With Ten Different Clubs!
Story and photos by: Hal Fleischman, Erie County Director
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2012-13 NY Sled RegiStRatioNS bY CouNtY
COuNTY TOTAL
ALBANY 2223
ALLEGANY 843
BRONX 17
BROOME 1451
CATTARAUGUS 1636
CAYUGA 1946
CHAUTAUQUA 2743
CHEMUNG 352
CHENANGO 1233
CLINTON 1451
COLUMBIA 617
CORTLAND 1081
DELAWARE 1402
DUTCHESS 1375
ERIE 6996
ESSEX 1049
FRANKLIN 1324
FULTON 2067
GENESEE 1541
GREENE 530
HAMILTON 833

COuNTY TOTAL
HERKIMER 3152
JEFFERSON 2242
KINGS 54
LEWIS 1994
LIVINGSTON 973
MADISON 2383
MONROE 4331
MONTGOMERY 1462
NASSAU 710
NEW YORK 44
NIAGARA 2053
ONEIDA 6585
ONONDAGA 5612
ONTARIO 1356
ORANGE 1828
ORLEANS 723
OSWEGO 3695
OTSEGO 1345
PUTNAM 420
QUEENS 123
RENSSELAER 1526 

COuNTY TOTAL
RICHMOND 119
ROCKLAND 358
SARATOGA 3461
SCHENECTADY 1285
SCHOHARIE 868
SCHUYLER 306
SENECA 476
ST LAWRENCE 2826
STEUBEN 942
SUFFOLK 1873
SULLIVAN 873
TIOGA 503
TOMPKINS 684
ULSTER 1554
WARREN 1896
WASHINGTON 1548
WAYNE 2594
WESTCHESTER 594
WYOMING 1779
YATES 291
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RIDE NEW YORK:

JEFFERSON cOUNTY
Experience Lake Effect Snow!

The Winona Forest Recreation 
Association grooms and 
maintains over 55 miles of the 
best multiuse trails you 
will find on “The Hill”. 
Winona Forest is located 
on the boundary of southern 
Jefferson County and northern Oswego County. The trails 
here connect to the 8000-plus miles of NY State Corridor 
snowmobile trails. Winona Forest has been one of the 
best-kept secret riding places in upstate New York with annual lake effect 
snow of 200-300 inches. Its pristine trails are impeccably maintained for 
snowmobiling, cross country skiing and sled-dog mushing. So, when you’re 
riding here in winter, use caution because you may be sharing the trails with 
sled dogs and skiers. Please respect everyone’s right to use the trails all 
year long! www.winonaforest.com/snowmobiling.html
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The Thousand Islands Snowmobile Club invites you to ride 80 
miles of groomed trails in the scenic Thousand Island region of Upstate New 
York, provided through the generosity of over 100 private landowners. Expect 
well-marked trails meandering through open farmlands and winding through 
wooded areas. Our trails will bring you through the towns of Alexandria Bay, 
Cape Vincent, Chaumont, Clayton, Depauville and LaFargeville. Parking, 
restaurants and gas stations are conveniently located at trailheads or near 
the trail. 

We are a family-oriented club with over 300 members. Several social and 
fundraising events are planned throughout the year, and we invite you to 
join us! Check out our calendar of events for specific up-to-date information. 
www.1000islandssnowmobileclub.com

The Missing Link Snowmobile Club has over 200 active members 
with approximately 48 miles of trails that connect three clubs, including the 
Valley Snow Travelers, Barnes Corners Snow Pals and The Long Pond 
Snowmobile Club. www.missinglinksnow.com
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SPECULATOR

Visit one of 
these  
great  

places  
this  

winter!
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(518) 548-4521
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Even without offering a significant 4-stroke lineup, according to ISMA (International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association) sales data, Polaris is in the 
number two sales slot. Although we’d have expected Polaris to develop a 4-stroke product line first, the company has craftily decided to target the utility 
market. Interesting. Competitor Ski-Doo not only dominates utility but literally owns the marketplace offering more models with more engine choices in 

this profitable yet somewhat invisible segment, than all the other sledmakers combined.

The first all-new ride we’ll cover is actually not 
in the fur hat category but rather a significantly 
updated version of Polaris’s entry-level fan cooled 
121-inch tracked sled. What was previously 
known as the IQ 550 is now the Indy 550.

The IQ 550 fan was a credible fan cooler, 
however, if you could drop more than 25 pounds 
from a sled and get better handling, better ride 
and improved performance - wouldn’t you? 

Polaris took its Indy 600/800 chassis, a hybrid 
variant of the Pro-Ride RUSH platform, and slid 
its powerful and reliable 550cc fan mill inside. The 
new Indy chassis employs what appears to be the 
same 121-inch coupled, dual shock, torsion spring 
skidframe used in the IQ. At the front, the uber-
light cast bulkhead and all associated bodywork, 
and front suspension are RUSH.

A major change is the use of a new CVTech 

PowerBloc, rubber-puck-style primary clutch and 
a new Invance secondary. Yes, these appear to be 
cost-down items but the performance here is not 
just good, it’s doggone impressive! Last spring, at 
six thousand feet elevation, the Indy 550 would 
wind up to an indicated 70-per without missing a 
beat. Acceleration and backshifts were strong and 
the light feel of the chassis was undeniably a big 
step up from the heavier IQ platform.

Polaris Has Taken Its Lawn Mower And 
Set The Height Control For Ski-Doo.

Staff Report

INDY 550
Subtle ergonomic 
differences exist 
between the Indy 
and the RUSH. The 
Indy’s handlebar 
pole is actually 
more rear mounted 
and plays to sit-
down style riders 
while still working 
well for stand-up 
pilots. The bars use 
a 3.5-inch riser.

POLARIS  
BEcOMES THE ALTERNATIVE

Supertrax Staff Report
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INDY ADVENTURE
We’d describe the Adventure 550 as 60-percent trail 
2-upper and 40-percent utility sled. Traction comes 
from a 144 x 1.35 Cobra track.

Just Add Length
If you want more flotation, the same sled 

comes with a 144 x 1.35 Cobra. It’s called, not 
surprisingly, the Indy 550 144. The skid is dual 
shock, uncoupled and provides stupid flotation for 
an already featherweight sled. 

Is there a weakness with the Indy 550? The 
121-incher uses a lowly .91 ShockWave track and 
the 144 skid is maybe a little over-sprung. 

We feel that, from a performance standpoint, 
the 550 might be the fanner to beat this year. 
However, it is definitely the fanner to beat from a 
handling perspective. It turns-in like a RUSH and 
holds a line with sleds costing twice as much. 

Another long-tracked variation is the Indy LXT. 
Think of the Indy 550 144 with standard e-start, 
a sturdy rear cargo rack, a passenger backrest 
on a non-removable 2-up seat, standard mirrors 
and a high windshield. The LXT uses a 144 x 1.0 
Energy track. 

There’s more - and let the grass mowing 
begin. The new Indy Adventure is clearly a move 
toward the utility crowd with a huge removable 
passenger seat and backrest with integrated 
handholds and a large rear storage deck. This 
Indy can double as a bench for ice fishing and 
a capable deep snow ride for trapping while still 
hauling two to Larry’s Burger Pit for lunch. The 

Adventure has standard electric start, mirrors and 
a high windshield. 

Still more. The re-invented Voyager arrives for 
2014 and gets choices of a 550 fan and and a 
600 Cleanfire 2-stroke producing over 120 ponies. 
It uses a 144-inch Pro-Ride RMK skidframe 
wrapped in a 2-inch Camoplast sneaker. The 550 
Voyager uses a 144 x 1.35 Cobra on the “Indy” 

skid used in all the other 144-inch variants. 
Both Voyagers use a narrowed-up and variable 

39 to 41-inch ski-stance designed for taking the 
sled, rider and traps deep into the bush for a day’s 
work. In either version, 550 fan or 600 Cleanfire, 
the Voyager comes out of the box with amenities 
work-oriented buyers demand. Both have e-start. 

INDY VOYAGER 600
The Voyager 600’s 2-inch track is so effective 
you’d have to make every effort known to man 
to sink this sled. It gets up on top and floats in 
flatland fluff while remaining fully capable of 
carving a groomed trail.

INDY 550 LXR

continued on page 30
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TerrainDomination.com

TERRAIN

DOMINATION

THE linE
Where Others slOW DOWn

GREAT DEALS ON PREVIOUS MODEL-YEAR SLEDS. 

HURRY TO YOUR POLARIS® DEALER NOW. LIMITED-TIME OFFER. 

Financing as Low asRebates up to

+

Offer subject to credit approval. Applies to the purchase of a new 2014 and prior Polaris model until 9/30/2013. 

Offer may not be combined with certain other offers, is subject to change, and may be extended or terminated 

without further notice. terms up to 36 months available for purchases based on credit-approval criteria. Fixed APr 

of 2.99%, 6.99%, or 9.99% will apply. An example of monthly payments required on a 36-month term at 2.99% is 

$29.08 per $1,000 financed. An example of monthly payments required on a 36-month term at 9.99% APr is $32.26 

per $1,000 financed. see participating retailers for complete details and conditions.   Professional rider on a closed 

course. Polaris recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond 

your capability. Always wear a helmet and other safety apparel. never drink and ride. ©2013 Polaris Industries Inc.

2.99%$1200

Snowmobiling in St. lawrence county 
for fun unlimited 

2068 State Hwy 812, Gouverneur NY 13642,  
Telephone: 315.287.4144.

A fully enclosed and sturdy rear cargo rack 
protects a large cargo area capable of swallowing 
all the fishing gear or trapping equipment any fur 
hatter could need. Both Voyagers come with an 
industrial strength tow hitch good for hauling ice 
huts. The exceptionally high windshield will keep 
breezes generated by whacking the Cleanfire 600 
from knocking your fur hat off. 

Sled Psychology
Consider this: With Ski-Doo dominating the 

utility segment, Polaris can’t help but achieve 
success with these newly minted and low-buck 
utility-targeted snowmobiles. Essentially, Polaris 
has become the alternative to Ski-Doo in some 
markets where there hasn’t been a choice for 
years. Keep in mind, we suspect Polaris has just 
snapped the lid off this bottle of potential. It will 
surely offer more models and more engines to 
appeal to utility buyers.

Would you like us to guess what will come 
next? Thanks for asking. We suspect Polaris will 
drop one of its many 4-stroke off-road engines into 
the new Indy chassis to compete with Ski-Doo’s 
ACE 600. In the meantime, Polaris is already 
selling these new Indys beyond expectations. 

Funny how long an opportunity can sit right 
under everyone’s nose and then - Kapow!

continued from page 30

REGISTER ONLINE 
AND SAVE TIME!

To renew your snowmobile 
registration with DmV online, 

go to 

www.transact.dmv.ny.gov/
registrationrenew/?stype=s

(for ny residents) 

or

www.dmv.ny.gov/oosno/
default.html  

(if you live in another state) 

Print your temporary 
registration and you can ride 

the same day!
 

Your official NYS DMV sled 
stickers and registration 
document will arrive via  
Us mail within ten days.

ST. LAWRENCE 
& JEFFERSON 
COUNTIES
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How I Got Started In Organized Snowmobiling

Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trails Coordinator, jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com

I’ve told the story many times of how my father got me into this sport and how my mother’s unfortunate accident ended up with an eight-
year-old boy, who loved the snow and being outside, acquiring his own snowmobile to ride at such a young age.  My parents took me out 
riding beginning at about the age of three, but getting my own sled was the thrill of my young life.  I rode that 1973 Ski-Doo ELAN 250T 

until I was 17, sometimes working on it for three hours to ride it for six.  Still fun though!  But sometimes other snowmobiling memories 
from my youth come back to me that make me chuckle 

Snowmobiling in the Fish Creek Landing area 
in Central NY, where my grandparents lived, 
allowed for open field riding along with some 
woods trails. When I was still young enough 
that I couldn’t venture off my family’s property, 
I’d ride every square inch of that land in search 
of fresh snow each weekend. Eventually, I was 
able to ride with my dad and/or grandfather 
onto neighboring farmlands. Every year I was 
introduced to riding a little further from my 
normal riding area, and eventually my dad took 
me on a trip to ride “groomed trails”. Boy, what 
an experience for a 12-year-old! 

We were in the Hinckley Lake area and at the 
end of the long ride, we stopped at the Trails 
End Restaurant for a bite to eat. It sure was a 
different aspect of snowmobiling that I hadn’t 
seen (smooth, machine groomed surface) and 
an experience I would never forget. My first 
encounter with this type of riding has had a 
lifelong influence. I now know how to have a nice, 
long enjoyable day of riding, due to the quality 
of the groomed trails. This led to my desire to 
see this same type of trail experience for others 
when they ride the NYS snowmobile trails.

My Aunt Kathy and neighborhood friend, 

Ted, were big influences on me when we would 
snowmobile together. We’d ride for miles and 
probably did some things we shouldn’t have 
or that my parents wouldn’t have liked to have 
known I was doing (jumping my sled from the 
creek up the banks to the campground was 
fun!). We probably rode places that were off-
limits, but back then minor accidents or trespass 
didn’t end up with the threat of lawsuits. I still 
have a small scar on my cheek that was the 
result of racing my Aunt across a local field 
that had an unsuspecting ditch in the middle 
of it. She was so scared to be yelled at for, as 
she put it… “making me race her”… that she 
didn’t want to go back home right away. But my 
bloodied face and swollen, black eye (due to my 
helmet being a little big and coming down onto 
my face) caused her to know she had to face 
my parents in order to take care of me. Being a 
daredevil at heart, this wasn’t the last time she 
took care of her bloodied up younger nephew. 
She was like a big sister to me and still is. The 
bond we formed from doing so many fun things 
together, like snowmobiling, has forged that type 
of relationship. The same with my friend Ted, 
who I still regularly ride snowmobiles with today.

After a stint at college in North Carolina, I 
came back to Central New York to get a job, be 
close to family, and to be able to snowmobile 
during the NY winters. While it was nice and 
warm in NC during Thanksgiving on Wrightsville 
Beach, the winters of NY called me back home. 
I wasn’t back in CNY very long when I became 
acquainted with the TC Riders club in Camden 
and got involved. The determination these 
founding club members had was inspirational 
and educational. But then I got married and 
moved to Rome, where I hooked up with some 
new snowmobiler friends and we founded a new 
club, The West Rome Riders. Some of these 
founding members of WRR are still great friends 
and we still ride together. 

At the beginning, it was apparent the new 
group needed to become incorporated and 
insured, so I was recruited to do that. After 
holding each of the Officer positions in the club 
over the years; mailing newsletters, entering 
membership data, building trails, becoming 
the official Trail Coordinator, filling out all of 
the required Parks paperwork, working on the 
groomers, attending the County association 
meetings, attending training sessions on signing 

wHAT’s 
yoUr 
sTory?
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and grooming, and everything else that I could 
do to make this a successful club, I started 
grooming the trails about 20 years ago. Yes, 
everything else was still being done by me and 
the handful of other club members who cared. 
Now I added grooming as another responsibility. 
I then became an Officer in the county 
association and then its President for 11 years. I 
lived for snowmobiling and enjoyed helping the 
other clubs almost as much as I loved working 
on and grooming my own club’s trails.

During this whole time, I introduced my wife 
to my passion for sleds. We had three daughters 
who we also introduced into the sport, all at 
about the age of three. They all loved it and 
two of our kids continue to ride us as often as 
possible. I’m hopeful they will stay in the snow 
belt region and continue being snowmobilers. I 
know my volunteer efforts have rubbed off on my 
kids, as all of them help out with club events and 
have extended that to volunteering at nursing 
homes as well. 

A while into being fully involved in the local 
club and County snowmobile scene, I started 
to attend the NYSSA meetings on and off. 
Somewhere around 2009 I started going almost 
regularly, being placed on the Trails and then 
the Govt. Affairs Committees respectively. 
The more I got involved, the more I enjoyed 
the interactions with other snowmobilers and 
the opportunity I had to pass on what I had 
learned doing all of these snowmobile-related 
duties. I was then asked by Dave Perkins, the 
NYSSA Trail Coordinator at that time, to fill in 
for him during an illness and teach the NYSSA 
Trail Signing Education Program in my home 
County. I reluctantly agreed, but then continued 
to instruct those classes for my County and 
another four local Counties as well. 

And that’s how I ended up where I am today 
as the NYSSA Statewide Trails Coordinator 
since March of 2011. Who would have thought 
that being a passionate, hard-working club 
volunteer attending as many educational 
forums and training sessions as possible 
would become a paid staff member for the 
State Association? Not me, as I was doing it all 
voluntarily and truly had no idea that that effort 
would take me to replacing my full-time job 
outside of snowmobiling to actually working a 
job that fully encompasses my passion. I enjoy 
this job, some days much more than others, and 
I hope that my experiences and interactions with 
the 235 clubs in NYS helps in any way needed. 
I try to be available as much as I can, which 
sometimes irks my wife who thinks I work too 
much, but I do enjoy it. I’ve met lots of great, 
knowledgeable people involved in this sport and 
keep meeting more of them. I’d like to thank 
them for their efforts and hope that each and 
every one of you can thank them as well by 
getting involved. That’s the best THANK YOU 
they can ever get, believe me!  

Gearing Up Right
Story by Craig Nicholson

The Real Scoop on 
Dressing Properly and 
Staying Warm!

About now, you’re likely starting to think about what to wear this winter, and 
you have many options. But read this article before you decide, to help you 
make the right choice. Many first-timers have suffered from the cold during 

a ride because they tried to get away with wearing regular outdoor or even ski 
clothing. But if you dress warmly, in gear made specifically for snowmobiling, you 
will be as warm and toasty as sitting in your living room – especially if you eat a 
hearty meal before starting to fuel your body’s internal furnace.

Heat & moisture: When dressing for snowmobiling, there is one key principle to 
remember - retain the heat, release the moisture. The more heat your clothing preserves, 
the less work your body has to do to replace it. The more moisture your clothing moves away 
from your skin to transfer outside, the warmer you will be, because WET = CHILL. Your body 
naturally emits perspiration throughout the day and under exertion, you sweat. That’s why 
regular fluid replacement is vital and why layering is so important.

layering: While protecting against cold, wind and wet, layering provides you with 
optimum versatility and flexibility to vent or modify according to conditions. With layering, 
you can adapt for excess heat and moisture caused by sudden exertion or for temperature 
changes throughout a long day of riding. Have you ever started to get a chill near day’s end? 
Adding a layer (or putting one back on) will help.

base layer: Your base layer rests against your skin. While providing minimal insulation 
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value, its primary purpose is to move moisture out, so 
this “long underwear” needs to be light, quick drying 
and quick wicking (non-absorbent, transferring wet 
away). Merino wool works great and synthetic fibres 

such a polypropylene are also popular.
mid-layer: Your next layer(s) provides heat 

retention by trapping warm air as insulation. 
This is usually a mid-weight layer (or two, 
depending on the temperature and amount of 
exertion) possibly followed by a heavier one, 
such as polar fleece. Typically, these layers 
measure in grams; higher numbers denote 

greater warmth. 
no cotton: Avoid cotton fabrics in all of your 

layering garments because cotton absorbs and 
holds moisture, and provides poor insulation. When 
you perspire while wearing cotton next to your skin, 
you get that clammy feeling for the very long time it 
takes to dry. The trouble with being clammy is that 
every second means more precious body heat is 
being lost, making it easier to catch a chill. So no 
cotton T-shirts, sweats or blue jeans, please…

outside layer: Your exterior layer retains inner 
warmth and prevents external cold from entering. 
This outer shell should be a waterproof (not just 
water resistant), breathable (releases moisture) 
and windproof (protection against wind chill) 
material, such as Gortex™. Be sure to choose a 
snowmobiling jacket that also has multiple vents for 
flexible inner climate control. It must also be large 
enough to go over your other layers without being 
snug. Regular winter and even ski jackets won’t do 
the job…get gear made to specifically combat the 
unique challenges of snowmobiling.

cover your Head: Dressing 
your extremities properly 
also contributes to your 
snowmobiling comfort. 
While riding, you 
may want a balaclava 
under your full-face 
helmet, the best choice 

for keeping your head and face warm. Since an 
uncovered head acts like a chimney for heat loss, 
always wear a hat or toque if outside without your 
helmet.

Feet & Hands: For your feet, select a name brand, 
lightweight, waterproof boot, made with multiple layers 
of insulation and removable liners so you can air them 
out overnight. For your hands, waterproof is also a 
must, and mitts are the warmest, especially combined 
with handle bar muffs, plus electric hand and thumb 
warmers on your sled. If you choose gloves, ensure 
that they are not too tight and have extra insulation on 
the back, which is directly exposed to the cold wind. 
A high windshield on your sled provides warmth by 
protecting you from wind chill. 

more Tips: Even if you make all the right buying 
choices for snowmobiling and dress appropriately 
each day, you can still need an extra boost of heat 
sometimes. So always carry a selection of chemical 
toe, hand and body warmers just in case.

And remember, some folks are more susceptible 
to cold than others, so take extra care to ensure their 
warmth and comfort. It’s also a good idea to carry a 
“day bag” to 
make it more 
convenient to 
add or remove 
layers and carry 
energy snacks 
and drinks on the 
trail.

Gearing Up Right ...Continued

Photos provided by Royal Distributing. 1-800-265-2970. Products available at www.royaldistributing.com
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Chautauqua County is located in the southwestern corner of New York State between Buffalo, NY and Erie, PA. It is adjacent to Lake 
Erie which blankets the county with tons of fluffy white lake-effect snow. I-90 and I-86 pass through the county. I-90 is about 7 miles 
from Mayville, the hub of snowmobiling in the county. I-86 passes some of our best snowmobiling villages. The 62-year average 

snowfall per DOT in Mayville is 205” with a record high of 296.5”. Surrounding areas many times get an extra 10 to 20 inches annually. The 
county has over 450 miles of trails. All are well groomed and well signed. Most of the trails are on private lands. The county has a variety 
of types of trails: old railroad beds, open fields, seasonal roads, State Forest Lands, thru the woods, up hills, down valleys, and past 
Grandma’s house. The five clubs operate twenty-five (25) Class A groomers. Chautauqua County is where Ohio, western Pennsylvania, 
western and central New Yorkers come to ride! Over one-half of all club memberships are from outside New York State.

The reason this article is a county story, as 
opposed to being a single club story, is because 
the five snowmobile clubs act as one. We have 
a comprehensive county map that sets the 
standard. It takes input from each club to make 
it work. The map has over 80 advertisers from 
all over the county that want your business. The 
main mission is to provide you with the best 
snowmobiling experience possible. This only 
happens when everyone works together, and this 
is what our clubs do best.

Trails
Thanks to the Landowners who open their lands 

to snowmobiling, snowmobiles, cross country 
skiers, snowshoers, and even dog sledders share 
some of the same trails. Watch out for each other! 
Our snowmobile trails are solely created and 
maintained by the 100% all-volunteer work force 
from the five clubs based in Chautauqua County.

Trail head parking for trucks and trailers is 
available in over a dozen areas which have direct 
access to the trail system. If you are staying at 
many of the local motels or bed and breakfasts, 
you can ride from your door! Snowmobile rental 
and guided tour information is also available.

Groomers
Our clubs have made grooming a priority. During 

the season when conditions permit they run 3 to 
5 times a week to ensure you the best possible 
riding conditions.

Activities
Snowmobiling in the county is very family 

friendly. There are rides and events all season 
long. The All Club Ride-In is regularly attended by 
700 to 1,000 snowmobilers. The event includes 
“A Taste of Chautauqua” where local businesses 
bring their specialty dishes, plus the normal fare 

of hamburgers, hot dogs, coffee, pop, chips, and 
pastries, all at no cost to all who come. Ice Castle 
Weekend has a castle built with ice cut from 
beautiful Chautauqua Lake, snowmobile rides in 
the park, giant bonfire, flare ride, and fireworks. 
Add dinner rides, safari rides, mystery rides, 
poker runs, memorial ride and bonfire, sled raffles, 
auctions, etc. With snow skiing, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing, ice fishing and other snow 
related activities there is always something to do.

Chautauqua County Snowmobile Clubs
Like clubs in many areas across New York, our 

clubs date back to the late 1960s. They have a 
saying “Join Where You Ride – Ride Chautauqua 
County”. We are proud to have the largest 
snowmobile club in New York State with almost 
2,100 memberships (not members). Over 75% of 
its memberships come from Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
or within New York State, but outside the county.

RIDE NEW YORK: 

cHAUTAUqUA cOUNTY

IT DOESN’T GET ANY BETTER: 
So Much Variety For Snowmobilers

Contributed by Ray Head, President, and Paul Weatherlow, Secretary, 
The Snowmobile Clubs of Chautauqua County
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Registration and additional information from 

Chautauqua County

Chautauqua County sits directly in the path of lake effect snow 
storms that gather strength over Lake Erie and drop, on average, more 
than 200 inches of snow annually. More often than not, the region 
welcomes the holidays with a carpet of white and the season with a 
frozen crystal wonderland. This pocket of precipitation is precisely why 
winter is a perfect time to plan a visit.

For snowmobilers, hundreds of miles of trails groomed by five local 
clubs provide an ideal setting for sledding over old railroad beds, former 
trolley lines, open farm fields, heavily wooded areas, and seasonal roads. 
Trails officially open a week or so before Christmas, weather permitting. 
New York requires that all sleds be registered with information and forms 
available online at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/recreation.htm#snowmobiles. 
You may also contact the local Department of Motor Vehicles at 716-
753-4229. Snowmobilers can reduce their NYS DMV registration fee by 
joining a club within the state and supporting the efforts of volunteers 
to groom and maintain the trails. Riders should always check trail and 
snow conditions with a local snowmobile club or call the Chautauqua-
Allegheny Region at 800.242.4569 for updated information. Press 2 for 
Chautauqua County and then 5 for trail conditions. Trail conditions are 
updated on Wednesdays during the season and as appropriate when 
conditions change. 

For ideas on visiting Chautauqua County any time of year, visit www.
tourchautauqua.com or call 1-866-908-4569. For information specific to 
snowmobiling registration and clubs in Chautauqua County, see http://
www.tourchautauqua.com/Snowmobiling.aspx.

Trail conditions, including an interactive map, local lodging/restaurant 
information, webcams, and other useful visitor information is available at 
the Snowmobile Clubs Of Chautauqua County website, the individual club 
websites, and the Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau website.

Chautauqua County Snowmobile Trail Maps are available at many 
businesses. If you join one of the clubs, the map automatically comes with 
the membership. Remember, to ride in New York State you must register in 
New York State. If you join a club, you get a discount voucher to save on your 
snowmobile registrations.

THE FIVE SNOWMOBILE CLUBS BASED IN CHAUTAUqUA COUNTY:
Cherry Creek Sno-Goers • www.cherrycreeksnogoers.com
Ellery Sno-Cruisers • www.ellerysnocruisers.org
Lake Effect Trailbreakers • www.trailbreakers.com
Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club • www.chautauquasnow.com
Sunset Drifters • www.sunsetdrifters.net

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION:
Snowmobile Clubs of Chautauqua County • www.sledchautauqua.com
Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau • www.tourchautauqua.com
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CHAUTAUqUA
COUNTY

Visit one of 
these  
great places 
this winter! 
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Actual costs will vary and may depend on coverages selected. Coverage and discounts subject to terms, availability and qualifi cations and may not be available in all states. Allstate Indemnity Company,
Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL and Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Bridgewater, NJ. © 2013 Allstate Insurance Company

LOCAL AGENT   I   866-678-1101   I   ALLSTATE.COM
BUNDLE

HIDDEN

ARE MAYHEM
ROCKS

The cost of fi xing a snowmobile can end your season early. 
So get an Allstate Agent. They’ll help make sure you’re 
protected all season long.
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