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Best handling. Best engine.  
Best suspension. Best selling.

the 2012 MX Z. go with the leader.
Lightweight platform with strong pyramidal frame delivers unrivaled cornering and comfort that  

are the envy of the industry. Cutting-edge Rotax® engines like the 163+ hp* E-TEC® 800R and 29 mpg  
ACE™ 600 produce unmatched power and efficiency. With dozens of industry firsts, no wonder  

it’s the most sold – and admired – sled in North America since 2000.** See the new MX Z® at ski-doo.com.

©2011 BRP. All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always observe applicable local laws and  
regulations. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Don’t drink and drive. *Based on independent third-party dyno test. **Based on retail sales results as of May 31, 2011.

Brp has contributed more than  
$2 million to North American  
snowmobile clubs.

SkiDoo MXZ 8.125x10.75 STXCAsep-oct.indd   1 7/25/11   9:28 AM
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FROM THE PUBLISHER >
    > Kent Lester

If you think like I do around this time of year - actually 
anytime after about the 15th of November - you start 
becoming pretty obsessed with what the weather is 
doing. As I’m writing this article, the weather is un-
seasonably mild for this time of year and, if I let myself 
start to fret about it, I can almost talk myself into the 
insane possibility it might not snow this winter.

Instead of thinking about Christmas, I’m thinking 
about the weather, constantly checking my sources 
for potential storms, cold fronts, moisture laden low 
pressure areas sweeping north from the southern 
USA, all in an effort to glean potential snowfall info on 
my favorite places to ride.

Here’s the weird part: Without warning I can actually 
put my mind into the middle of memories of great 
riding moments I’ve experienced years ago. If I close 
my eyes and think about it, I can actually hear the 
sled’s engine, recall the exact weather conditions and 
snow depth, feel the cold air in my helmet and re-
experience the scenery and trails I rode decades ago. 
You could call it daydreaming but I like to think of it 
as snow-dreaming. I’ve shared this intimate tendency 
with other snowmobilers and it’s comforting to know 
I’m not alone in my obsession.

I’m not sure if there’s a cure for this weird behavior but 
the internet offers effective relief delivering updated 
weather information on a minute-to-minute scale by 
logging onto various weather radar websites. You can 
upload weather apps to a Blackberry or iPhone and 
keep completely in the loop to find out what’s hap-

pening precipitation-wise from almost anywhere 
(hopefully, not while you’re driving). The same can 
be accomplished by checking out websites like 
weather.gov, theweathernetwork.com, accuweather.com 
or weatherusa.net. I’d suggest putting these URLs into 
your home computer, iPhone or tablet’s “favorites”, so 
you can get balanced updates all winter.

Some of these sites are so effective they not only 
deliver hourly forecasts but you can actually watch 
a storm or squall dumping snow on your trails. Can 
you think of anything more therapeutic? Note: If the 
POP number (probability of precipitation) goes above 
60-percent, load your sled onto your trailer. Above 
70-percent, put on your helmet! Conversely, if POP 
drops below 50-percent, try not to think about it - 
you’re probably not going to be going snowmobiling.

As the season progresses, you naturally hope the 
temperatures have remained low enough that there’s 
been snow accumulated from a series of snowfalls. 
This is what purists call “building the base” and, by 
carefully tracking temperatures in selected areas, 
along with frequency of snowstorms, you can guessti-
mate pretty closely where the best trails are located. 

I personally enjoy theweathernetwork.com’s 14-day 
outlook. It can be incredibly calming during a mid-
winter mild spell to know that although it isn’t snow-
ing today, it will be falling in the near future and if you 
surf around to different geographic localities you can 
generally find someplace within a few hours of you 
where the weather is cooperating and it’s still winter. 

There’s nothing more soothing than following the 
weather graph two weeks out as it predicts increasing 
cold and more snow. Think of it as long-range therapy. 

While you’re hitting the web for weather info, I’d 
bookmark accuweather.com, too. There’s lots of 
forecast info here and a nice, easy-to-read long-range 
forecast going out 15 days ahead. This site also offers 
some additional editorial on current conditions, mak-
ing for interesting reading when you’re suffering from 
low POP anxiety. 

As the calendar moves deeper into the year it’s a 
common obsession for snowmobilers to want to get 
out and ride. After all the years I’ve been snowmobil-
ing I still get incredibly excited about the first winter 
snowfall every year. I know you’re the same. It’s this 
kind of passion that drives this sport ahead and makes 
it so much fun. <

Waiting For 
     the Weather
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Rider pictured is a professional on a closed course. Polaris® recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability.
Always wear a helmet and other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. ©2011 Polaris Industries Inc. *Message and data rates may apply.
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SCAN
* THE CODE

• Lock & Ride® saddlebags are quickly removed without tools
 ADVENTURE CARGO SYSTEM

• 136" progressive-rate suspension for better comfort and control
 SWITCHBACK® PRO-RIDE™ CHASSIS

• Incredibly light and responsive chassis
 RIDER ACTIVE CONTROL

• Side-panel-mounted wind deflectors and tall windshield
 WIND PROTECTION

LEARN MORE AT: TERRAINDOMINATION.COM

PERFORMANCE. VERSATILITY. NO COMPROMISES.
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By the time you receive this, I certainly hope there’s snow 
on the ground, you’ve packed up all your summer toys 
and the winter toys are prepped and ready to ride. Some 
of you may already be riding. Enjoy it!

One of the things I’ve been hearing of late is land owners 
being upset by two things: Loud exhaust on sleds and sleds 
riding off the marked trails. Loud sleds? It’s surprising that 
we have to discuss this every season. Modifying your sled’s 
exhaust system is against the law in New York State. Loud, 
modified exhausts provide no performance increase, in fact 
they are often detrimental to your sled’s performance. It also 
upsets landowners to the point where they close trails after 
being awakened at all hours of the night. The bottom line is: 
Loud sleds are bad for snowmobiling in New York State and 
NYSSA is pursuing legislation to ease the testing require-
ments for law enforcement and advocating for substantial 
increases in fines for violators.

Off-trail riding, especially on cultivated lands, is becoming 
more and more of an issue.  Many farmers in New York grow 
winter wheat. Farmers give us permission to use a specified 
piece of land they would like to pull a cash crop from after 
our season. Tests show that winter wheat fares better under 
compaction, as in a groomer packed surface. The problem 
is when the trail starts to get bumpy, people head outside 
the stakes marking the trail, then the next guy goes outside 
them and so on until you have a 100 feet of snowmobile 
tracks on either side of the ‘trail’. When conditions thin out, 
you start damaging the crops, forcing a larger loss due to 

damage on the landowner.  This is how many of these folks 
feed their family, pay their bills and their taxes.  We need to 
not be a cause of economic distress when it comes to riding 
on other people’s land.  Additionally, clubs identify hazards 
on the trail and mark them.  We cannot mark every hazard 
outside of the trail so ride right and stay between the stakes!
 
In my local club we see people constantly cutting across 
fields, rather than following the trails.  In an age of high mile 
riding, why would you want to shorten your ride by cutting 
across a field rather than following the trail? Please think 
about this when you’re out riding. If you see other people 
doing it, please say something to them. Nobody likes to be 
the bad guy but we have to self-police now or we will have 
nothing left to police later.

We haven’t gotten the figures yet, but the BRP/Ski-Doo Mil-
lion Dollar Club Support Program has closed out for this year.  
I hope you took the time to fill out a coupon and took it to 
your local Ski-Doo Dealer. This is a ‘free money for the clubs’ 
program that Ski-Doo has operated for three years.  NYSSA 
thanks Bombardier Recreational Products and Ski-Doo for 
this continued support of the folks who make riding here in 
New York State possible - the clubs.

NYSSA is moving forward on the legislative front on several 
initiatives, including vintage sled registration discounts, 
removal of taxes on helmet sales, modified exhausts (as 
discussed above), trail fund protection, landowner tax credits 
and many others. Please check our website or with your 
District Director for more information.

On a sadder note, we lost two legends in the snowmobil-
ing community in the last month. Ken Tuckey of the 
Pulaski-Boylston Snowmobile Club and Charlie Williams of 
the Central New York Snow Travelers. Both these folks were 

longtime volunteers and will be sorely missed by their clubs 
and we are all that much poorer for their loss.

Please check in on our monthly Online Magazine on www.
nysnowmobiler.com for valuable information, published 
monthly year round.  This is our last printed publication this 
season, so stay in touch via the Online Magazine!  I want 
to thank our partners, Mark, Matt and Kent Lester, Cathy 
Light and the staff at Supertrax International Magazine for 
making this publication possible (along with our very own 
General Manager and Editor-in-Chief, Anne O’Dell). I hope 
you enjoy this issue as much as the October issue!  If you have 
story ideas for us or want to see your favorite riding area 
highlighted, please drop me a line. Whether you write the 
story or provide facts and information, we are always looking 
for fun riding adventures and anecdotes. 

Lastly, On behalf of the directors, employees and officers of 
the New York State Snowmobile Magazine, I want to wish 
you a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Happy New 
Year.  Please stay safe-and in all the things you do, and 
please keep the rubber side down.  <

PRESIDENT’S DESK >
     > Gary J. Broderick, NYSSA President
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VERNON DOWNS CASINO HOTEL 
4229 Stuhlman Road
Vernon, New York 13476
877.888.3766
apreble@vernondowns.com 
vernondowns.com

In the heart of Central New York’s snow-
mobile country, Vernon Downs Casino is 
the perfect place to ride and stay. With 
750 video gaming slots, a 165-room all-
suite hotel, seasonal harness racing, live 
stage entertainment, Event Center with 
meeting space to accommodate 20 to 350 
guests, indoor swimming pool, and sev-
eral dining options, there’s no shortage of 
things to do on or off the trail.

INN AT THE BEECHES 
7900 Turin Road
Rome, New York 13440
800.765.7251
rmoore@thebeeches.com
thebeeches.com

Located directly on our 52-acre property 
is one of NY State’s snowmobile trail sys-
tems main artery. Park your sled directly 
in front of your room. Plenty of parking 
for trailers. Home-cooked breakfasts, 
fireside dining, cozy lounge. We eagerly 
await your visit. Ask about group bonfires. 
See our ad in this month’s issue.

TURNING STONE RESORT CASINO
5218 Patrick Road
Verona, New York 13478
800.771.7711
kristi.johnson@turningstone.com
turningstone.com

Turning Stone is your best bet for nonstop 
fun and excitement! Our immense Vegas-
style casino features more than 2,300 
gaming machines, over 80 table games 
including a 300-seat poker room, and one 
of the top Bingo Halls in the world! Enjoy 
21 dining choices, two spas, indoor pools, 
Sportsplex golf dome with tennis and 
racquetball courts, dazzling live enter-
tainment and Central New York’s hottest 
dance club, complemented by luxurious 
Four Diamond accommodations.
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Utica, Rome, Vernon, Verona, Boonville, and all points in between. With more than  
540 miles of well-groomed trails, we have your next Central New York winter adventure.

GET AWAY TO 
ADVENTURE

It’s a snowmobiler’s paradise! Experience unlimited winter  
adventure when you…get away to it all in Oneida County!

thegetawayregion.com  |  800.426.3132

Scan the QR Code to view 
our winter attractions 
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When you pay $25.00 to join a club, $5.00 goes to 
support the activities of the New York State Snow-
mobile Association. Well, almost: Unless you opt 
out, twenty-five cents - a “quarter”, is automatically 
transferred to the NYSSA  Political Action Commit-
tee (“PAC”, a separate organization), where it sup-
ports candidates to mostly state office.  You read 
about the PAC in the last issue of this publication. 
Basically the PAC supports those candidates that 
are perceived as friendly to the sport and, just as 
importantly, those candidates that we need to be 
friendly to the sport.  

Much of NYSSA’s budget goes to advocating for the 
sport. NYSSA has three professional staff, each with 
their own area of expertise. Job one for the staff to 
ensure our members and member clubs are assisted 
with any question or problem they may have. These 
questions go from the simplest, “I am having difficulty 
registering online as a club member. Can you help me?”  
to “Should our club purchase officer and director liabil-
ity insurance?”  

Some answers are easy, some require quite a bit of re-
search on our part.  For the most part Anne O’Dell, the 
NYSSA General Manager, handles questions regarding 
membership, club matters, insurance, and member 
benefits. Jim Rolf, the NYSSA Trail Coordinator, handles 
questions regarding trail issues: everything from proper 
trail signing, to trying to solve issues that come up be-
tween clubs and the landowners who volunteer the 
lands for a snowmobile trail. As the Executive Director, 

I handle many different issues, many of them having to 
do with the health of the Association and the state of 
the sport in NY. While we each have our area of expertise, 
you will never hear from any of us, “That’s not my job.”  

High on our list of tasks is to find new sources of in-
come for NYSSA so we can keep your membership fee 
as low as possible.  In this regard, we work with the 
various NYSSA Committees, including the Events and 
Promotions Committee and the Membership and Com-
munications Committee. NYSSA undertakes several 
partnerships with commercial companies that provide 
both a benefit to our members as well as support for 
the organization.  Another article in this issue talks 
about our relationship with NILICO, which provides you 
with $4000.00 in accidental death and dismember-
ment insurance coverage, at no cost to you.  We also 
have relationships with Nationwide Insurance, Allstate 
and Liberty Mutual.  Each of these companies offers 
our members special discounts on their snowmobile 
and other insurance policies.  Hertz offers our members 
discounts on auto rentals no matter where you are in 
the country and Choice Hotels (Quality Inn, Comfort Inn, 
etc.) provides discounts for lodging.  

Our hope is that by the time you read this (January, 
2012) we will have launched a whole new set of part-
nerships including a new discount travel site and links 
that will allow you to set up a discounted cell phone 
plan with any of the major carriers. 

From time to time you may receive a solicitation from 
one of our commercial partners.  While these direct mail 

or e-mail contacts may be a slight distraction from your 
busy day, do keep in mind these relationships help us 
keep your membership fee to a minimum (Just $5.00?? 
Such a deal!).  Best of all if you decide to do business 
with one of our partners such as Nationwide, Allstate, 
National Income Life Insurance, or Liberty Mutual, you 
will be supporting a business that supports the sport 
of snowmobiling,.

The membership discount list is in every issue of the 
New York Snowmobiler Online Magazine, and is posted 
on our website. – Dom Jacangelo, Executive Director.

NYSSA NEWS YOUR MEMBERSHIP AT WORK FOR YOU





FIRSTPLACEPARTS.com
New York Snowmobiler readers

FREE GIFT OFFER
      Enter Coupon Code STXNY-O11    

*See Free Gift Offer at:  
www.firstplaceparts.com/STXNY-O11.html

(US48)
FREE SHIPPING on orders over $45

GEAR & PARTS          CLOTHING, HELMETS, GOGGLES, GEAR BAGS, AVALANCHE AIRBAGS, SHOVELS, PROBES, BEACONS, SURVIVAL KITS, 
BOSS SEATS, SKIS, SLIDEKICKS, SNOW ELIMINATORS, CHASSIS, INTAKE, DRIVETRAIN, EXHAUST, ENGINE, & SUSPENSION AFTERMARKET PARTS...& MORE!

(US48)
www.FirstPlaceParts.com

Monster Energy R
Tucker Hibbert Replica

Castle 2012
Special Editions!

$21995
$23995

$20995 $179
$20999

$19999

$19999

$21995

$195

$199
$16999

THE NEW 
‘STOMPER’

BOOT!

THE NEW 
‘STOMPER’

$19999

Adults & Youth 
Sizes available!

ADRENALINE 
GTX BOOTS

$199.99

GEAR BAG $125.99

NAC PAK $95.99
GTX BOOTS

Tucker Hibbert Replica

$39999 $38999$$27999 $29999

Coldwave
SX Racing

$195

Coldwave
SX Racing

$22999

KLIM JACKETS,
BIBS & PANTS

$195
Coldwave

$22999

$38999

NEW 2012
REKON SERIES!POLARIZED

GOGGLES $99.95

HELMETS 
$179.95

POLARIZED

HELMETS 
$179.95

$39999

See site for bib/pant pricing.

DISTRICT 
DIRECTORS NEEDED 
Have a spare Saturday once a month? Got time dur-
ing the month to communicate with the other clubs 
in your area? Love to talk snowmobiling and the is-
sues affecting the sport on an ongoing basis?  If the 
answer is “yes” to any of these, maybe you’d like to 
become a District Director and serve on the NYSSA 
Board of Directors? 

Currently, the following Districts have no District Director 
representing them on the NYSSA Board: Albany/Greene, 
Columbia, Essex, Fulton, Monroe/Livingston, Nassau/
Suffolk, Niagara, Ontario, Otsego, Rensselaer, Rockland, 
Schoharie, Schuyler/Tompkins, and Seneca. 

If you live or belong to a club in one of those areas and 
think you would like to serve as a District Director, please 
send a letter of interest to NYSSA, P.O. Box 1040, Pine 
Bush, NY 12566  or e-mail at NYSSAoffice@nysnowmo-
biler.com. Be sure to provide contact information and 
your background in organized snowmobiling.  We will 
contact the clubs in your area on your behalf.

NYSSA NEWS
The NYS Office of  Parks, Recreation & Historic Preserva-
tion (NYS OPRHP) Signing Guidelines Book refers to dou-
ble-staking open fields in a few sections of the book. The 
Snowmobile Rights and Responsibility Act of 2005 (SRRA 
bill) states “snowmobile trail maintenance entities should 
strive to ... clearly mark and delineate (definition:  out-
side boundaries) state designated snowmobile trails for 
which they are responsible” according the OPRHP Signing 
Guidelines as well.  The text in the book reads “Since they 
identify trail routing, stakes need to be driven in pairs at 
right angles to the trail.  Standard two-stake configura-
tion leaves no doubt as to the intended trail route”. 

Due to a couple of previously permitted snowmobile 
trails being lost to clubs this season from single-staked 

trails that allowed sleds to ride over 60 feet from the 
center stakes; and the confusion caused from riding on 
double-staked trails -  then single-staked -  and back to 
double; it has been mentioned that NYSSA clubs need to 
stay on the same message. That message: “RIDE RIGHT, 
and BETWEEN THE STAKES” is very important to keeping 
riders cognizant of where they should be on the marked 
trails, what correct signage should look like by having 
consistent, uniformed signed trails, and to keep our riders 
as safe as possible.

All riders should heed this slogan when on New York State 
snowmobile trails.  If they do come across an area that has 
signed their trails as “single-staked”, know this is not what 
the guidelines booklet states. 

RIDE RIGHT
  By Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trails Coordinator – jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com

 

 

 



LANAUDIÈRE - MAURICIE
SNOWMOBILE MAP 2011.2012 • 2900 MILES 

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE REGION, 
PACKAGES AND TRAIL CONDITIONS  
OR TO PLAN YOU NEXT HOLIDAY

TO RECEIVE OUR FREE PUBLICATIONS, CALL US 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE snowmobilecountry.ca

Beside the Gouin Reservoir in northern Mauricie
Mailing address: C.P. 1255, Shawinigan-Sud, Québec  G9P 4E8
pourvoirie@barragegouin.com
1 877 720-8900 | www.barragegouin.com 

4000, chemin Yvon-Plante
Saint-Alexis-des-Monts, Québec  J0K 1V0
info@sacacomie.com
1 888 265-4414 | www.sacacomie.com

1590, chemin du Lac-Stanislas Nord
Saint-Zénon, Québec  J0K 3N0
450 884-5762 | www.aubergelecabanon.com

200 chemin du Vieux-Moulin
Saint-Émélie-de-L’Énergie, Québec  J0K 2K0
1 866 884-0211 | www.auberge-lanaudiere.com

An outfi tter located directly on the Gouin Dam, accessible 
via Trail TQ 83. Come visit us and enjoy a fantastic ride! 
Dinner, bed & breakfast : $86, per pers., double occupancy

ADRENALIN AND RELAXATION PACKAGE One night in a forest side 
or lake side room, 4 course table d’hôte dinner, buffet breakfast 
and access to GEOS Les Bains at GEOS Spa Sacacomie

WHERE THE TRAILS ARE
Enjoy the comfort, atmosphere and natural setting of our friendly inn. 
58 rooms, indoor pool, bar, dining room, and more... 
 

New look, same passion! Indoor pool, spas, saunas and massotherapy. 
Room with two beds, plus hearty breakfast from $90 per person, 
double occupancy, three nights minimum.

$86.00 
per person, dble. occ.,
taxes extra  

FROM

$41.75 
per pers., dble. occ., 
taxes extra

FROM

$90.00 
per pers., dble. occ., 
taxes extra

POURVOIRIE DU BARRAGE 
GOUIN & MAGNAN ����

HÔTEL SACACOMIE ����

AUBERGE LE CABANON ���AUBERGE DU VIEUX MOULIN ���

LANAUDIÈRE-MAURICIE
SNOWMOBILE COUNTRY

Snowmobile Country 
is now bigger than ever... 
3 000 miles of trails for you to explore!

LANAUDIÈRE-MAURICIE
SNOWMOBILE COUNTRY

Snowmobile Country 
is now bigger than ever... 
3 000 miles of trails for you to explore!

LANAUDIÈRE ::: 1 800 363-2788 / 450 834-2535
MAURICIE ::: 1 800 567-7603

$166.50 
per person, dble. occ.,
taxes extra 

FOREST SIDE: FROM 

$181.50 
per person, dble. occ.,
taxes extra 

LAKE SIDE: FROM  



NYSSA NEWS
NILICO & NYSSA:
10 Years of Success
  By Dominic Jacangelo

SLED THE BEST 

TRAILS IN NEW YORK 

Book Your Coupon       
By Calling Us      

Directly 

(315) 369-6836 
www.AdirondackLodgeOldForge.com 

At every opportunity the NYSSA Board of Directors 
seeks out ways to ensure our members receive valued 
benefits for their $5.00 membership fee. We have 
enjoyed a partnership (one of the oldest within the 
organization) with National Income Life Insurance 
Company (NILICO) for the past 10 years. This partner-
ship provides NYSSA members with accidental death 
and dismemberment coverage at no cost to the NYSSA 
member. This has been a strong partnership between 
the two organizations and NILICO has been a steadfast 
sponsor at our annual NYSSA Educational Forum (be-
ing held this year in Lake Placid, April 20-22, 2012).

NILICO was the first company to provide continuing ben-
efits to our members in their time of need. NILICO has pro-
vided more than $1 million in claims to NYSSA members 
and their families to date.

NILICO provides NYSSA members with valuable ben-
efits at no cost:

The group AD&D benefit provides accidental death and dis-
memberment protection 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on and 
off the job, anytime, anywhere. And how about this for great 
news: The AD&D benefit has increased this year to $4,000.00 
of coverage for all NYSSA members in good standing!

Child Safe Kits are available for each child in the family. The 
Kit is a place to record vital information (including finger-
prints) for authorities if a child goes missing.

The Family Information Guide is a convenient place to re-
cord information regarding your final wishes as well as the 
location of important legal and financial documents to aid 
family members in the event of your death.

An optional health services discount program will be 
available to members who return the beneficiary card. 
This discount program features a health services discount 
card that provides point-of-service discounts on pre-
scriptions, vision care products, hearing care and dental 
care at participating providers.

If you have not already, soon you will receive a letter an-
nouncing the new $4,000.00 AD&D benefit. Be sure to 

send NILICO your beneficiary designation. A NILICO repre-
sentative will personally deliver your no-cost benefits and 
explain additional insurance coverage available, so please 
welcome them into your home.

NYSSA is pleased that this membership program will 
be continued into the future with the above enhanced 
benefits.

George Farenthold, the official NILICO representa-
tive to NYSSA, helping out stuffing Forum partici-
pant binders with NYSSA material. George is a great 
friend of the sport and always willing to pitch in.



Go from trail to powder  
to never aGain considerinG  

another sled.

the 2012 renegade. the thrill of all-terrain.
The long, wide track bridges bumps, boosts traction and floats on deep snow.  

The Rotax® E-TEC® 800R engine boasts a monster 163.9 hp* and awesome acceleration, not to  
mention up to 19 mpg. One sled. Any terrain. See the new Renegade® at ski-doo.com.

©2011 BRP. All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always observe applicable local laws 
and regulations. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Don’t drink and drive. *Based on independent third-party dyno test.

Brp has contributed more than  
$2 million to North American  
snowmobile clubs.

SkiDoo Renegade 8.125x10.75 NYSMv1#2.indd   1 11/8/11   9:46 AM
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Do you know someone involved in snowmobiling 
who goes above and beyond the call of duty con-
stantly? A person who is always there to buy a raf-
fle ticket, to grill a chicken, make a hot dog, pound 
a stake, repair a groomer, teach safety classes, fix 
signs or whatever else needs to be done? Here’s 
your chance to get that person, family, club or 
dealership some recognition! It’s time once again 
to start preparing for the NYSSA Annual Awards. 
We have awards for The Dealership, Club, Groomer 
Operator (Class A or B), Groomer Operator (Class 
C), Family of the year along with the NYSSA John 

Albert/Ed Dutcher Most Valuable Snowmobiler of 
the Year Award. 

These awards can be submitted by anyone for 
anyone. You can find the required formats here: 
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/annual-meeting/
awards. They need to be submitted to nyssaoffice@
nysnowmobiler.com or by mail to our office address 
by March 1, 2012. These Annual Awards will be pre-
sented at the Forum in Lake Placid in April. 

Winners of some of these categories are forwarded 
to the American Council of Snowmobile Associations 

(ACSA) to compete in their national level awards 
program. So, if you know that person, family or busi-
ness that deserves to be recognized, this is a way to 
do that. We never say thank you enough to those 
special people-this is a great way to do just that!

NYSSA also awards two scholarships each year, one 
in the name of Norris Brusoe and one in the names of 
Joan and Digger Vriesen. These are $500.00 scholar-
ships for members (and/or their children). All schol-
arship applications are also sent to the Northeast 
Chapter of ACSA for consideration for their scholar-
ship program. Instructions and the application guide 
are listed at:  http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/
annual-meeting/scholarships 

We know every little bit helps when it comes to our 
kids’ education and as the future leaders of snowmo-
biling in New York State, it’s in our own best interest 
to help out!

RECOGNIZING NYSSA’s BEST
  By Gary J. Broderick, President, president@nysnowmobiler.com    |     Photos by Dan Middleton

2011 NYSSA Groomer Operator Of The Year:
Jim Donath

2011 NYSSA Snowmobile Dealer of the Year: 
County Power Products. 
Accepting the award are owners John and Millie 
Reiger from Greenwich New York

2011 John Albert/Ed Dutcher Most Valuable 
Snowmobiler of the Year: Sandy Blivin

2011 Snowmobile Family of the Year: 
Hank and Judy Dashnaw

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
AFTERMARKET ELECTRONICS

STATOR REPAIR IN 24 HOURS!

1000S OF NEW PARTS FOR YOUR
SNOWMOBILE, ATV, MOTORCYCLE OR PWC

UNEQUALLED TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT

1 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL OUR PARTS

BUY AFTERMARKET AND SAVE 50% OVER OEM PARTS

DEALER PROGRAM AVAILABLEDEALER PROGRAM AVAILABLE



WORLD’S ONLY 

SLEDS WITH

ELECTRIC POWER 

STEERING

Passionat
e about pushing th

e limits? Then c
heck out the 

hottest 
thing on

 two skis – the
 Apex S

E. Ultra-pow
erful and 

reliable 
Genesis 4

-stroke; the w
orld’s first 

Electric Power 

Steering; exc
lusive EXUP exhaust; and all-air 

suspension
 for 

what vete
ran Ape

x owner Jim
 Marquardt calls “

arm-stretc
hing 

power, all-d
ay comfort and

 razor s
harp ha

ndling.” The 2012 

Apex SE
. One sq

ueeze of 
the thro

ttle and
 you’ll never

 let go.

IF  IT  HUGGED THE TRAIL 

ANY T IGHTER YOU’D BE 

SUED FOR HARASSMENT.

Apex SE

This document contains many of Yamaha’s valuable trademarks. It may also contain trademarks belonging to other companies. Any references to other companies or their products are for 
identification purposes only, and are not intended to be an endorsement. Rider shown operating a Apex SE. Always wear an approved helmet and eye protection. Observe all state and local laws. 
Respect the rights of others. Ride within your capabilities. Allow extra time and plenty of distance for maneuvering. Do not perform stunts. ©2011 Yamaha Motor Corp. U.S.A. All rights reserved.

BLEVINS BROS., INC.
5914 STATE HIGHWAY 812
OGDENSBURG, NY 13669

(315) 393-7252

BLEVINS MOTORS, INC.
6683 STATE HIGHWAY 56

POTSDAM, NY 13676
(315) 265-9300

BROWNELL’S SALES & SERVICE
11541 STATE ROUTE 40

SCHAGHTICOKE, NY 12154
(518) 692-7356

BIG MOOSE YAMAHA, INC.
ROUTE 28

EAGLE BAY, NY 13331
(315) 357-2998

ALPIN HAUS SKI SHOP, INC.
1863 STATE HWY 5 S

AMSTERDAM, NY 12010
(518) 843-4400

BERT’S MOTORSPORTS
4050 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD.

ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127
(716) 646-0028

CAPRARA’S OUTDOOR 
WORLD OF PULASKI

3872 STATE ROUTE 13
PULASKI, NY 13142

(315) 298-5779

CLAYTON MARINA SALES & SERVICE, INC.
50 STATE STREET

CLAYTON, NY 13624
(315) 686-3378

CNY POWER SPORTS, LLC.
3871 ROUTE 11

CORTLAND, NY 13045
(607) 756-6578

CYCLE MOTION
1269 DOLSONTOWN ROAD
MIDDLETOWN, NY 10940

(845) 341-0131

D & D POWER SPORTS
4527 STATE ROUTE 410
LOWVILLE, NY 13367

(315) 376-8013

DELAWARE SPORT CENTER, LLC.
30104 STATE HIGHWAY 10

WALTON, NY 13856
(607) 865-8888

DON GEORGES SPORTS CTR, INC.
10295 MAIN STREET
CLARENCE, NY 14031

(716) 759-6837

DUTCHESS RECREATIONAL  
VEHICLES, INC.

737 FREEDOM PLAINS ROAD
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603

(845) 454-2810

E. W. BRIDGE, LTD.
947 S. 1ST STREET
FULTON, NY 13069

(315) 592-5311

EAST SIDE GARAGE, INC.
PO BOX 574

BELMONT, NY 14813
(585) 268-7700

EDINBURG MARINA & POWERSPORTS
140 N SHORE ROAD

EDINBURG, NY 12134
(518) 863-8398

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS, LLC.
2292 ROUTE 12

HUBBARDSVILLE, NY 13355
(315) 691-6916

GABLE MOTORSPORTS
2431 STATE ROUTE 7 #2
COBLESKILL, NY 12043

(518) 234-0150

GLIDER CITY POWERSPORTS, INC.
1741 CEDAR STREET
ELMIRA, NY 14904

(607) 734-1223

HOLLINK MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
386 S. UNION STREET

SPENCERPORT, NY 14559
(585) 352-1930

JAF MOTORS, INC.
21 SARATOGA ROAD RT 50

SCOTIA, NY 12302
(518) 399-1391

LAKE CITY CHOPPERS, INC.
568 STATE ROUTE 3

PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901
(518) 563-4360

M & R SPORTS AND MOWER, INC.
2014 CRANE BROOK DRIVE

AUBURN, NY 13021
(315) 252-9069

STONES SNOW SLED SLS/SR
4386 MAPLE RIDGE ROAD

NEWARK, NY 14513
(315) 483-4329

TONY’S TICONDEROGA SPORTS, INC.
1186 NYS ROUTE 9N

TICONDEROGA, NY 12883
(518) 585-6364

TROY CITY GARAGE, INC.
810 HOOSICK ROAD

TROY, NY 12180
(518) 279-1781

VILLAGE MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
2886 STATE ROUTE 8

SPECULATOR, NY 12164
(518) 548-7368

ROBERTS SPORT CENTER, INC.
3611 SILVER LAKE ROAD

SARANAC, NY 12981
(518) 293-6673

SNO-PRO PERFORMANCE, LLC.
6459 STATE HWY 5

FORT PLAIN, NY 13339
(518) 993-3269

SPORTLINE POWER PRODUCTS
38 E. QUAKER SERVICE ROAD

QUEENSBURY, NY 12804
(518) 792-4655

SPORTS UNLIMITED, INC.
5654 HORATIO STREET

UTICA, NY 13502
(315) 733-3823

SPORT-MANN
6225 E TAFT ROAD

NORTH SYRACUSE, NY 13212
(315) 458-8974

SOVIES CYCLE SHOP, INC.
7590 AMES ROAD

POTSDAM, NY 13676
(315) 265-4297

MENNETO POWERSPORTS, INC.
1757 ROUTE 9

CLIFTON PARK, NY 12065
(518) 371-2087

MIKE’S CYCLE & SPORTS SHOP, INC.
MOUNTED RTE 26 TURIN ROAD

ROME, NY 13440
(315) 337-1940

PHIBBS MOTOR SPORTS
460 ALBANY SHAKER ROAD

ALBANY, NY 12211
(518) 459-7231

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS
 OF SYRACUSE

8932 BREWERTON ROAD
BREWERTON, NY 13029

(315) 699-2592

NORTH SPORTS, INC.
19310 US ROUTE 11

WATERTOWN, NY 13601
(315) 782-4430

ROBERTS SPORT CENTER 
OF MALONE,INC.

689 E. MAIN STREET
MALONE, NY 12953

(518) 483-5400

Visit your nearest Yamaha dealer or Pro Yamaha dealer today. For more on Pro Yamaha dealers, visit yamahasnowmobiles.com
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• Sales and Service • OEM parts
• Indoor Storage • Clothing & accessories

FOR EVERYTHING ski-doo!

Northeast Regional 
Dealer of the Year!2011

Old Forge, NY   315-369-9911
w w w. s m i t h m a r i n e a g a i n . c o m

s m i t h m a r i n e a g a i n @ g m a i l . c o m

FOR EVERYTHING ski-doo!

2012 SUPER RAFFLE
The Staff and committees have once again done a 
wonderful job in organizing the Super Raffle. 50 
prizes include a choice of three sleds, trips, a trailer, 
riding gear and many cash prizes.  I’d like to thank 
Ski-Doo, Polaris and Arctic Cat for each donating a 
sled once again for the raffle. Remember, for every 
ticket sold your club gets $2.50. There isn’t an easier 
fundraiser out there that will benefit your club like 
this one does. Last year, Onondaga County Snow-
mobile Association, the raffle sponsor, was able to 
donate over $50,000 to New York State Clubs for trail 
maintenance. Please sell (and buy!) as many tickets 
as you can. Tickets are available from your local club. 
The drawings will be held in April during our Edu-
cational Forum. Please consider joining us in Lake 
Placid for the Forum, April 20-22, 2012. It’s a great 
getaway for the family, with lots of exciting things 
to do and see.

Membership Discounts
Have you checked out our membership discount 
pages? We have them on the website and in every 
copy of the New York Snowmobiler Online Maga-
zine. Large companies Like Liberty Mutual, Choice 
Hotels International, Nationwide, Hertz Car Rental, 
Allstate, T-Mobile and Card Partners all provide dis-
counts and savings for you, solely because you are 
a member of NYSSA. Many smaller companies and 
family owned businesses throughout New York State 
also provide discounts to you, our members. Please 
give these businesses a shot. They support snow-
mobiling; we should support them. If you know of 
a business that would be interested in providing our 
members with a discount, please contact the NYYSA 
office (nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com) and I’ll get 
them started! Keep checking the discount pages-
we add businesses as soon as they come in. In this 
economy, every dollar helps!

SNOWMOBILERS! 
AMERICA

NEEDS YOUR HELP!

The best protection against  
terrorism or crime is vigilance.
Being a part of TRAIL WATCH 
doesn`t take extra time.

All you have to do is…  
RIDE AWARE and be prepared to 
call the toll free NYS Terrorism 
Tips Hotline:
1-866-SAFE-NYS (1-866-723-3697)

(For emergencies, always dial 911)
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Scan QR code with your smart phone to access our updated winter trails report.

For trail and fi shing reports, special events and visitor information:
1-800-248-4FUN (4386)

WWW.VISITOSWEGOCOUNTY.COM

IT’S GREAT OUTDOORS!

    Highest annual snowfall east of the Rockies!

With more than 360 miles of groomed 
snowmobile trails you won’t fi nd a

better place to vacation this winter than 
in Oswego County! Thousands of acres of 

pristine wilderness. Friendly and affordable 
accommodations.

� ousands Islands ~
Seaway Region
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This is an editorial about an issue that no one wants 
to think about.  Last year 19 NewYork snowmobilers 
headed out to have some winter fun and never re-
turned to their home and family. They left behind sons 
and daughters, spouses and parents, friends and fellow 
club members who will never enjoy their companion-
ship again. Why? There is no simple answer and no one 
can point you at a smoking gun. An inescapable fact 
is that while we had 19 fatalities, Vermont had not a 
single fatality!  

While alcohol is a factor in some fatalities, it is not a factor 
in many of them. Clearly excess speed is the number 

one factor in accidents and fatalities. These fatalities are 
caused by collisions with fixed objects.  Most fatalities 
and, in some years all, occur off trail.  Over the past couple 
of decades the number of snowmobile accidents has 
been dropping. Better gear and a better trail system are 
no doubt factors in this accomplishment.  But no matter 
how hard we try, the number of fatalities seems to be 
proportional to the amount of snow on the ground.  

So here are our suggestions for the coming season:
Don’t pop it till you park it! Don’t drink any amount 
of alcohol until you are done with your riding.  Safe 
snowmobiling requires the sharpest of senses. 

Don’t ride beyond your ability. We 
all have different skill sets and dif-
ferent equipment. 

Ride on the maintained trail 
system. It’s the safest place to ride.

Don’t ride alone. Unfortunately, last year a 
few injured snowmobilers were not found until many 
hours after their accident. By that time it was too late 
for medical assistance. 

Throttle back!  When you’re late and you’re hoping 
to make it home in a hurry, think for a second, what 
if?  What if I never make it home? 

Stay safe this season and make it home every time!

HOW MANY THIS YEAR?

Caswell Resort
     Hotelestablished 1888

Caswell Resort
     Hotel

PO Box 70, 77 Main St.,
Sundridge, ON P0A 1Z0

Email: info@caswellresort.com
Web: www.caswellresort.com

  ✔ Economy mid week
snowmobile packages.

✔ Heated Indoor Pool,
Sauna, Hot Tub.

✔ The Almaguin Highlands Largest
and MostComplete Resort Hotel.

Resv: 1.800.461.5262
Tel: 705.384.7600

World’s Largest in 
Used Snow Parts 
All Makes 64-2011
Resleeved, Replated, 
& Bored Cylinders, 
Rebuilt Crankshafts
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NEWNEWANEWA

Free Catalog 
or Shop Online
AlsSnowmobile.com
ATVparts.com
StreetBikeParts.com

802-487-1000



The first 4-stroke sled of the new millennium was 
Arctic Cat’s Yellowstone Special, a 2-up ZR platform 
powered by a 660cc 3-cylinder Suzuki automobile 
engine (this tiny 4-stroke was available only in Su-
zuki automobiles sold in Asia, particularly in Japan). 
Soon afterward, in January 2002, Yamaha introduced 
its 2003 RX-1, a first stab into the 4-stroke high per-
formance marketplace and soon afterward made the 
commitment to become “an all 4-stroke snowmobile 
company”. This was heady stuff and many media-
types doubted it would happen. Yamaha turned the 
tables on the industry and met its goal to build only 
4-strokes and actually made significant market share 
gains doing so.

Today, many buyers, even hardcore performance 
ones, give more than slight credence to the option of 
buying a 4-stroke when it comes time to replace their 

old steeds. Certainly, there are still some who would 
never, ever consider buying a sled with the weight 
disadvantage a 4-stroke provides, but there are many 
who would easily overlook the extra mass and favor 
the attributes of fuel economy, zero smoke output, 
incredibly long engine life and tractable, torquey 
power they can get with a 4-stroke. 

Here are four maximum performance 4-strokes any 
enthusiast should consider before inking a sales 
contract this year:
 
ARCTIC CAT PROCROSS F1100 TURBO

Newest Kid on the Block!

We may as well state at the outset, this is the 
maximum the market offers in a 4-stroke for 2012. 
This all-new chassis envelops an incredibly powerful 

1056cc turbocharged twin, independently dynoed at 
177-horsepower. Is this more power than the average 
red-blooded snowmobiler needs? Absolutely! Is it an 
incredible blast to ride it? You betcha!

The absurd power output of this sled may completely 
overshadow the fact Arctic Cat has done a fabulous job 
in designing its new Procross chassis. The new Cat plat-
form is every bit capable of handling the power this 
4-stroke makes and it does it with precise handling, 
excellent weight distribution and top-of-the-segment 
suspension compliance.

A big challenge in the sled’s design was literally 
harnessing the gargantuan power of a 175-plus-horse 
engine as it spools up its power under acceleration. 
Former Cat Turbos have been notorious for belt-wear 
issues simply because the engine moved so much on 
its mounts as the rider applied maximum thumb pres-
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A Look At Four 4-strokes Even a Pure Performance Rider Can Love
     > Kent Lester

It’s been nearly a decade since 4-stroke snowmobiles began appearing on the horizon. Prior to this, the thought of using a 4-stroke in any sled seemed down-
right silly. 2-stroke engines and snowmobiles had become so synonymous that at the end of the 1990s, there was not a single sled built without a 2-stroke 
engine under its hood and it had been that way for more than two decades. 

MAKING THE 4-STROKE CHOICE

Arctic Cat F1100 Turbo
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sure. This problem has been cured with a device called 
the “Torque Control Link”. The idea behind it is to create 
an integrated link between the engine, the secondary 
clutch and the jackshaft so that under acceleration, 
everything moves uniformly. 

Long ago, chassis designers gave up on trying to stop 
the engine from moving on its mounts. Lashing the 
motor down so securely it couldn’t move created 
incredible vibration problems and even premature 
wear of bulkhead and chassis components to the 
point of popping rivets and breaking welds.

With TSL, the motor can move around and not put 
stress on the chassis or the drivebelt. In the case of 
this giant-killer Turbo, it completely changes the way 
the sled feels and makes it downright pleasant to 
operate. Furthermore, since no power is lost to excess 
belt deflection, you can be sure all the power is getting 
down to the snow, all the time. Hey, you may as well 
get everything you’re paying for, right?

You can read more about this chassis in Supertrax, but 
dare we say, its ride quality and especially, its handling 
are unprecedented in the 4-stroke world thus far. We 
would go as far as to say you really can have it all with 
this snowmobile. Although it does weigh more than 
a mega-performance 2-stroke, its balance and agility 
are unlike any other 4-stroke we’ve ridden - extremely 
close to a 2-stroke. The 4-stroke mass is slightly more 
obvious with this sled than its non-turbocharged 
sibling, particularly on tight trails, but without any 
reservations we’d accept the claim this engine and 
chassis combo nails the definition of what a 4-stroke 
hypersled should be.

YAMAHA APEX

The Industry Standard

Yamaha made some revolutionary changes to the 
Apex last year and transformed it from a quirky 

handler into a groomed trail wonder. Most obvious 
was the introduction of electrically assisted power 
steering (EPS) to the snowmobile marketplace. 
However, there was more to the Apex than just one 
mind-bending new techno-trick. Geometry changes 
up front and new, reduced darting skis made a big 
difference, too, and might have had more influence 
on handling than EPS. 

<<<<<<<<< TRACTION TARGETED

Great Rates on 
Snowmobile Insurance

Same Day Coverage
with an Insurance ID Card

Visit and Apply at 
sledinsure.com

CALL 1-800-562-6036 FOR A FREE QUOTECALL 1-800-562-6036 FOR A FREE QUOTE

Fireside Restaurant
& Lounge on premises!

MAIN ARTERY of one of NYS’s
Snowmobile Trail System is

LOCATED DIRECTLY ON
OUR 52 ACRE PROPERTY!

Rt 26 North, Turin Rd, Rome, NY

Deluxe Snowmobile 
Package includes…

Ride up to the Inn at the Beeches…
PARK YOUR SLED DIRECTLY
IN FRONT OF YOUR ROOM!

Inn
at the

Beeches

Rome’s Only Three Diamond 
Full Service Lodging!

Proud
sponsor of

Oneida County
Snowmobiling

• Lodging for Two
•   Full American

Breakfast
•  Plenty of Parking

for your Trailer

$7995
per night

Starting at

Inn
at the

Beeches

Rome’s Only Three Diamond 
Full Service Lodging!

Prou
sponsor

Oneida C
Snowmo
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Rome’s Only Three Diamond 
Full Service Lodging!

Please call (315) 336–1775
for more information & reservations

Yamaha Apex
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FEED YOUR HUNGER FOR 
WINTER WITH COOL SLEDS
AND HUGE SAVINGS AT THE 

ARCTIC BLAST™ SALES EVENT.
Feast your goggles on the all-new 

ProCross™ F, ProCross XF and ProClimb™ M 
snowmobiles. You’ve been waiting your whole 

life for these race-bred and proven sleds. 
Sleek, lightweight, precise and fast as ever. 

So hurry in and get satisfi ed with
great sleds and great deals.

HUNGRY FOR WINTER?

BUY A NEW 2012 ARCTIC CAT® 
SNOWMOBILE AND GET:

2-YEAR
LIMITED WARRANTY*

+

*Offer valid on new and unused 2012 Arctic Cat snowmobiles 
excluding youth, race, rental, demo, special services and 
Spring Guarantee models at participating U.S. dealers to U.S. 
residents. See dealer for details and program dates. NO 
DOWN PAYMENT, NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST UNTIL 
MARCH 1, 2012 fi nanced through Sheffi eld Financial, O.A.C. 
at participating dealers. Minimum fi nancing total of $5,000, 
amortized up to 60 months. 2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 
includes 12-month limited factory warranty and 12-month 
extended service contract through Cat Care. Offer subject to 
change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Excludes tax, 
freight and dealer setup. Always wear a helmet and don’t drink 
and ride. ©2011 Arctic Cat 
Sales Inc., ®™ Trademarks of 
Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River 
Falls, MN 56701.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT ARCTICCAT.COM

2011
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1

ARCTIC BLAST 
THIRD PAGE AD

M Y K

INITIALS DATEJOB # SNO110027 DATE 9.14.11
CLIENT Arctic Cat 

HEADLINE Hungry for Winter

LIVE 
TRIM 2.25" x 10"
BLEED N/A
MEDIA MAGAZINE / NEWSPAPER 

COLOR CMYK

CD Brien Spanier

AD/DS Allen Bender

CW Andrew Hanson

AM Nick Simpson

PM Lisa Lange

STAGE: KEYLINE REVIEW 

UNTIL MARCH 1, 2012 
NODOWN PAYMENT

PAYMENTS
INTEREST 

Green logo

cyan   magenta  yellow  black

SNO110027_ABPgAd4cUS_3rd   1 9/14/11   10:22 AM

Along with 
the handling improvement 
came a shift to a 128-inch track - a feature 
that could have increased steering and darting 
problems on the original Apex. 

But the longer track and additional traction married to 
the front end tweaks made the Apex a completely new 
snowmobile. The engineers weren’t done yet, though.

Someone at Yamaha knew there was more power to 
be wrung from that 998cc 4-cylinder 4-stroke under 
the hood and the addition of an exhaust control 
device called EXUP boosted the power over 160 
ponies and added even more bottom end torque. 
Not only was the upgrade noticeable, combined with 
the suspension and chassis improvements added in 
2011, it breathed new life into the Apex brand.

The question may be, is the Apex still a viable hyper 
performance choice? Depending on where and how 
you ride it, we would say absolutely, yes. Without 
question, the Apex is a heavier sled than it was in 
2009. However, its ride results and overall agility are 
perfect for riding groomed trails - especially on long 
trips. You can undertake globe-trotting distances 
with this sled, and even if the trails are less than 
ideal, be assured you’ll be comfortable and pain-free 
at the end of the day. Along the way, you’ll dip into 
the Apex’s considerable power and be impressed 
with the smoothness and lightning-quick response 
from that amazing mill you’re throttling. It plays 
a soundtrack like no other sled can. Four cylinders 
screaming through those rear-exiting pipes is one of 
the sweetest sounds a gearhead can experience and 
it only gets better as the RPMs increase.

Perhaps the Apex’s biggest asset is something you 
can’t touch or feel in the showroom. This snowmobile 
has an unbelievable record for durability and trouble-
free mechanicals. If rudimentary maintenance is 
followed, this sled has a history of lasting for years 
and then delivering near-ridiculous resale when it’s 
time to move on.

POLARIS TURBO IQ

Steady As She Goes!

If you’re scanning the brochures looking for a 
4-stroke, you might skip over this one completely. 
It would be a big mistake to leave it out of your 
choices and the fact the IQ Turbo may be considered 
older technology today doesn’t mean it isn’t one of 
the best sleds in this category.  Snowmobiling is all 
about impressions from the driver’s seat and that’s 
precisely where this sled excels. 

First, a comment on the IQ platform: Polaris has 
committed much input and many cubic dollars into 
its recent RUSH Pro-Ride chassis and it has been 
an unqualified success. However, we can’t think of 
any other situation where a good new model has 
displaced a former model that is still as close to the 
top of the business when comparing handling and 
ride as the IQ is. Are we saying the IQ is a better chas-
sis? No. We’re saying Polaris dealt itself a very big 
challenge trying to improve on the IQ. If you’ve ever 
ridden a Shift with a 2-stroke or an IQ-based 2-up 
tourer, it’s tough to convince yourself a snowmobile 
platform can work any better.

Such is the case with the IQ Turbo. Its 750cc euro-
built Weber 4-stroke twin hooked up to a proven 
turbocharger system makes 140-horsepower and 
when spun through Polaris clutches (roller second-
ary), delivers hypersled-level power to the snow.  
Polaris uses an “overboost” mapping program so that 
an extra 20 or so ponies are released for the first four 
seconds you squeeze the throttle to the max. This 
gives you an output of about 160 hp when you want 
it most - off the line or when you dip into the gas at 
mid-range up to top speed. 

One of the things we still love about the IQ is 
its ergonomics. The IQ Turbo is comfortable, 

Polaris Turbo IQ



TZ1 TURBO LXR.  With the body-saving Twin Spar™ chassis underneath, you and your better half will be as 

comfortable as if it were your honeymoon. A ride so smooth. Cruise mile after mile. And do it all over again 

tomorrow. Heated seats. Hand and thumb warmers. 2-up detachable seat. And a 4-stroke 1100 turbo engine.

Riding doesn’t get much smoother than this. To fi nd out more about all our T Series machines, visit arcticcat.com. 

SMOOTH. 
BECAU

SE MARRIAG
E IS BU

MPY ENO
UGH.

C
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2012 TOURING
PG AD

M Y K

INITIALS DATEJOB # SNO100231 DATE 11.11.11
CLIENT Arctic Cat

HEADLINE Smooth. Because marriage is bumpy...

LIVE 6.5" x 9.5"
TRIM 7" x 10.375"
BLEED 8.75" x 11.25"
MEDIA MAGAZINE

COLOR CMYK

CD Brien Spanier

AD/DS John Berends

CW Andrew Hanson

AM Nick Simpson

PM Lisa Lange

STAGE: CLIENT REVIEW 

©2011 Arctic Cat Sales Inc. 
®™ Trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

Get model info in a snap. 
Scan code with a smartphone.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Get the free mobile app at http://gettag.mobi

SNO100231-TouringPgAdEng_B   1 11/11/11   2:49 PM



warm and allows easy weight shifts at all speeds. You 
can ride it standing or sitting and still be comfortable. 
You won’t read much about this sled’s strong points - 
actually, you won’t read much about it at all this year. 
However, we think it’s a great sled and a 4-stroke you 
need to seriously consider.

SKI-DOO MXZ TNT 4-TEC

Light Is Always Right.

Certainly, at 130-horses, the TNT 1200 4-TEC appears 
to be at a disadvantage when compared to the other 
sleds on this list. Look closer and you’ll see this MXZ 
weighs in almost a hundred pounds lighter than 

some of the others here and is actually 50 lbs. lighter 
than the next nearest competitor in this article. The 
argument persists that if you take any engine and 
put it in an ultra-light chassis, you’ll get way better 
performance results than expected. This is the case 

with this 4-stroke TNT and we’ve listened to many 
comments from people we’ve ridden with who 

readily classify it as a hypersled. 

There’s no question this strong run-
ning 1170cc triple will 
push this lightweight 
XR beyond the C-note 
and will get you there 
with plenty of hustle. Its 
claimed 130 horsepower 

output feels like a lot more and off-idle squeeze up 
through to midrange is especially robust. There is 
noticeable throttle lag at initial engagement that can 

take some getting used to, but once you’re aware of it 
and compensate by being a bit more aggressive with 
the throttle, it’s not a big deal. First-time riders of 
this particular sled will be conscious of it and need to 
exercise care when moving the sled in tight quarters as 
the throttle “jerkiness” can be unnerving.

The TNT’s SC-5 rear suspension is magnificent but the 
extra weight of a 4-stroke engine takes away a smidge 
of the handling precision you’ll find in a 2-stroke 
equipped MXZ. Nonetheless, this is still a very taut, 
flat-cornering sled that will reach its limit a hair before 
its lighter siblings. Compared to the other 4-strokes in 
this article, however,  it’s right in the hunt.

Ski-Doo’s TNT package is a winner no matter what 
engine you choose. High quality gas shocks, a 1.25-
inch deep RipSaw track and, of course, the mandatory 
electric start and reverse all add up to a sled you’ll 
want to keep a while.   <
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iloveny.com 

all within reach 
With more than 250 miles of 
groomed snowmobile trails, be 
sure to Go Wyoming for all your 
winter fun! Friendly, affordable, 

snowmobile accessible  
accommodations and dining  

available throughout the county.  
Wyoming County Snowmobile 

Maps available by calling 
1‐800‐839‐3919.  

For more information on winter activities, or for a free Wyoming County Travel Guide, call 1-800-839-3919 or visit www.gowyomingcountyny.com 

iloveny.com

For more information on winter activities, or for a free Wyoming County Travel Guide, call 1-800-839-3919 or visit www.gowyomingcountyny.com 

With more than 250 miles of 
groomed snowmobile trails, be 
sure to Go Wyoming for all your 
winter fun! Friendly, aff ordable, 

snowmobile accessible 
accommodati ons and dining 

available throughout the county.  
Wyoming County Snowmobile Maps 

available by calling
1-800-839-3919. 

all within reach 

all within reach 

POWER CHARTS > 

SNOWMOBILE DRY WEIGHT ENGINE  POWER-TO-WEIGHT

Ski-Doo TNT 4-TEC 499 lbs 1170cc triple (130 HP) 3.84 lbs/HP

Polaris Turbo IQ 580 lbs 750cc twin (140 HP) 4.14 lbs/HP

Arctic Cat F1100 Turbo 549 lbs 1056cc twin (177 HP) 3.10 lbs/HP

Yamaha Apex 600 lbs 998cc four (162 HP) 3.70 lbs/HP

(all weights and horsepower ratings are estimates)

Ski-Doo TNT 4-TEC



WITH SKI-DOO. STOP FOR  
THE SCENERY. NOT FUEL. 

The 2012 Grand Touring. Ride in Luxury.
Only the Grand Touring sled offers the industry’s most high tech and fuel efficient engines.  

Like the Rotax® 4-TEC® 1200, E-TEC® 600 H.O. and 29 mpg ACE™ 600. Tailor the Air Control Suspension,  
crank up the heated seats and start enjoying the ride. See the new Grand Touring at ski-doo.com.

©2011 BRP. All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products or its affiliates. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always observe applicable local laws and  
regulations. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Don’t drink and drive.

Brp has contributed more than  
$2 million to North American  
snowmobile clubs.

SkiDoo GT 8.125x10.75 NYSMv1#2.indd   1 11/8/11   9:48 AM
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Purpose-Built Versus Tractor Conversions
In the last issue of New York Snowmobiler we worked 
our way through the nomenclature associated with 
grooming, how much NYSSA clubs use their groomers 
and attempted to shed some light on how specialized 
these sophisticated, custom-built industrial machines 
really are. 

Tractor Conversions
You’ll recall we explained that the term “grooming trac-
tor” is easily misunderstood. This is due to the popular-
ity of farm tractor conversions. These agricultural tractor 
conversions take brand name diesel powered farm trac-
tors producing anywhere from 80 to 120 horsepower 
and equip them with rubber cleated tracks. The earliest 
and most in-use systems are based on 2-wheel drive 
farm tractors with tracks wrapped around the large rear 
drive tires and front fixed (non-steering) tires. 

Because the front wheels no longer move left and right, 
these conversions rely on an unusual but effective 
method for steering. First, all farm tractors can be 
steered with individual rear wheel braking devices that 

hold one wheel locked while the opposite one rotates. 
The tractor’s differential is used to apportion power to 
the unrestricted wheel. This causes a grooming tractor 
to turn in the direction of the restricted track. 

Over-use of these steering brakes can cause them to 
become hot and fade. This is where it gets interesting. 
The grooming drag becomes part of the steering system 
using a solid hitch with two hydraulic cylinders between 
the tractor hitch and the drag itself. The tractor’s steer-
ing wheel is modified to accept a proportioning valve 
that causes these cylinders to pry the drag and tractor in 
a motion similar to a dog wagging its tail as the steer-
ing wheel is rotated. This “articulation” motion between 
the tractor and drag puts far less stress on the tractor’s 
brake system. When on snow, the drag generally has 
enough bite on the trail to swing the tractor from side 
to side and thus change directions. It sounds strange, 
and it is, however, the system is effective and many 
operators love the way these conversions handle. 
Recently, track conversion kits have become available 
for 4-wheel drive tractors. These kits use four separate 
“trucks” with four separate tracks independently driving 

each corner of the tractor. The tractor is steered precisely 
the way it would be if it had wheels. This system simply 
pulls the drag behind the tractor in a way similar to a 
purpose-built grooming tractor.

Purpose-Built Groomers
Purpose-built trail groomers have been around for 
decades and, in the earliest days, were designed pri-
marily to groom ski hills. Throughout the fifties, sixties 
and seventies, most of these machines were adapted 
from that venue and it wasn’t until the late seventies 
the equipment was specifically designed to pull heavy 
snowmobile drags and articulate around tightly 
woven trails. Because they’re engineered specifically 
for snowmobile trail grooming, their track systems, 
steering systems and dimensions are tailor-made for 
special applications. Since different grooming areas 
have differing requirements, there are varied weights, 
widths and power sources (both gasoline and diesel 
in the early years but today, almost all use diesel) to 
choose from and, as already stated, they are built from 
the ground up to reduce weight and maximize deep 
snow flotation.

GROOMERS AND DRAGS
Basic Elements of Trail Grooming: Part II     > Mark Lester

ABOVE: Massive groomers like this LamTrac usually incorporate a plow and a pull-behind drag. This unit articulates its front and rear tracks to turn in tight places.
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PREFERRED MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY

Security. Vision. Strength.®

One Preferred Way • New Berlin, NY 13411-1896 • 1.800.333.7642 • preferredmutual.com

Coverage you 
can count on...
no matter 
where the  
trails take you.

Many of these groomers come equipped with optional 
hydraulically activated blades on the front for cutting 
through big drifts or leveling humongous moguls 
and have detachable hydraulic packers on the back to 
compress new-fallen powder snow before it’s groomed. 
Although there are a few exceptions, nearly all use 
a separated groomer-drag steering setup where the 
groomer pulls the drag around corners albeit with some 
hydraulic assist. Hydrostatic power transmission is most 
common in these units.

Besides lighter weight, one big advantage with this 
equipment is that since it is specifically designed for 
snowmobile trail work and not simply adapted to work 
in this setting like a tractor conversion, it can function 
better on the varied kinds of trails over a multitude of 
different types of terrain all clubs encounter in their 
network. These groomers work amazingly well in tight, 
twisting, rolling applications over gnarly, rocky and 
water laced ground.

Money Talks
So why are farm tractor conversions so popular? 
Simply, it has to do with cost. Initially, these conver-
sions were as much as 50-percent cheaper than a 
purpose-built grooming tractor. In 2011, that price 
advantage has slipped somewhat with most of the 
available tractor conversions coming in at prices less 
than a purpose-built tractor but not as low as ten 
years ago. This is due in part to more sophisticated 
drive systems like the 4-track 4-wheel drive set-up we 
just described. Keep in mind, most tractor conversions 
and, in particular, 2-wheel drive tractors, come as a 
unit equipped with a drag as a result of the aforemen-
tioned dependence on the drag to steer the tractor.

As in any competitive marketplace there are advan-
tages and disadvantages to tractor conversions and 
purpose-built grooming tractors. One big advantage 
of tractor conversions is their ability to be turned 
back into agricultural tractors with wheels and 
thus be used for trail maintenance in the non-snow 
months. Also, a farm tractor has more desirable re-
sale ability, a result of larger market being available 
for versatile winter-summer tractors. 

One disadvantage of tractor conversions is weight 
- and it’s probably the biggest deciding factor 
for snowmobile clubs when opting between a 
purpose-built machine and a tractor conversion. 
For sake of argument, a farm tractor conversion can 
weigh almost twice what a purpose-built groomer 
does. Makes sense really. Purpose-built over-the-
snow-vehicles prioritize feathery ground pressure 
to enhance flotation while farm tractors use their 
weight to gain the immense traction needed to 
pull ji-normous implements through hard soil.

Which Groomer is Best?
Naturally, various counties and regions must ask 
themselves in capital letters questions about 
where a groomer will be used. If bridges and water 
crossings (frozen ponds, rivers, bogs, marshes) are 
common, many will opt for the lighter, purpose-
built grooming tractor. The difference in weight 
can be as much as three tons here so an old bridge 
or a mushy slow-to-freeze swale hole makes this 
decision simple. 

There’s another factor at play here. Most farm tractor 
conversions have cabs that can only accommodate one 
occupant comfortably. Most purpose-built groomers 
carry two passengers in comfort. This means clubs 
with long grooming runs sometimes choose purpose-
built tractors over conversions. 

Another benefit of the purpose-built tractor is dual 
hydrostatic steering on dual track models. This 
positive steering system will apportion power to 
both tracks while increasing or decreasing it left 
to right in proportion to steering input. This is a 
hard-to-argue-with benefit on a vehicle designed 
for flotation in deep snow. Simply put, purpose-built 
tractors are happier in deep, untramped snow than 
many conversions are.

At the end of the day we see both styles of grooming 
tractors in use to accomplish the goals of any given 
geographical area. Areas with big trail systems can 
take advantage of the lower cost of a tractor conver-
sion for use on dedicated dry land trails like fields and 
rail lines while using a purpose-built machine on trails 
crossing water, swamps and bridges.

Recent tractor groomers with 4-wheel-drive use front and rear “trucks” to drive and turn the 
tracks. These tractors are incredibly durable and can provide 4-season use.



DRAGS
How Do They Work and Why?
It’s interesting to note no matter what the brand choice, 
the basic principle used on all modern snowmobile trail 
drags is virtually identical. Snowmobile drags feature 
multiple blades positioned from half to three quarters 
or more across the width of the drag - alternating 
left and right. On shorter drags designed for smaller 

tractors, left and right blades are sometimes limited 
to four in total with a final, rear mounted, full width 
blade to finish the job. If a region has heavily used trails 
requiring frequent grooming, some of these multi-blade 
drags use up to eight blades - left and right - with one 
full width at the very rear of the drag frame. In the back 
of the multi-blade system is a large “pan” that compacts 
freshly cut and mixed snow then squeegees it out the 
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One advantage of purpose-built groomers is size. Groomers, like this rare example, can be small and 
lightweight to groom narrow, gnarly trails and tightly weaved routes with lighter capacity bridges.

A typical tractor groomer uses the rear wheels to drive the track and either locks the tracks, 
left or right, or articulates the drag and groomer hydraulically to turn.

Slim styling meets warm insulation with this new 
Drift Girl jacket from Drift Racing. Shaped and 
engineered specifically for women, this new jacket 
delivers great style while providing the warmth 
and comfort needed for those frosty days on the 
trails. Side waist zippers provide an adjustable 
custom fit and a convenient MP3 player pocket 
features a tangle-free neck cord system. Two hand 
warmer pockets are matched by a pocket on the 
sleeves and another inside the jacket.  

Visit www.driftracing.com

These plastic blow-molded, one-piece skis are 
perfect for all conditions including mountain, 
cross-country, trail and utility. They have a large 
footprint and weigh up to 40% less than some 
competitive compression-molded skis. These skis 
are extremely resistant to breakage, have excellent 
handling and improved performance… even in 
reverse. Will fit all new and most older sleds.

Call 1-800-970-2309 or go to www.denniskirk.com

CAMOPLAST SKIS

NEW DRIFT GIRL JACKET



rear for your carbides to enjoy. There’s always a set of 
hydraulically controlled wheels out back allowing the 
drag to be elevated clear of obstructions and trans-
ported on road surfaces. 

The actual cutting action of the drag is regulated by a 
hydraulic system tied into the front hitch. The operator 
increases weight on the tractor by lifting the front of 
the drag allowing less of the cutting blade surface to 
penetrate moguls. In some cases, an operator will simply 
hold the front of the drag up, forcing the rear pan to 
“pack” early season snow, speeding freezing of base snow. 
If grooming is started in advance of packing and resultant 
freezing, the drag will cut into the unpacked trail base 
digging up rocks, soil and generally making a mess to 
say nothing of what can happen to the drag itself from 
hooking stumps and immovable objects. Knowing the 
right combination of drag settings for the snow surface 
and base is the “art of grooming”. 

THE SCIENCE OF TRAILS
Grooming trails requires a knowledge of snow condi-
tions and a well developed sense of timing. In the 
same way, snowmobilers need to understand the 
affect their riding style has on groomed trails. Years 
ago a snowmobile club posted signs on its trail system 
proclaiming “Quick Starts Ruin our Trails!”.  The point 
is this: Using too much throttle, braking hard and 
sliding or spinning your track can waste a groomer’s 
twelve hour shift and hundreds of dollars of fuel. A 
trail is never more fragile than in the first few hours 

after grooming. No doubt, you dream of being the 
first over a freshly groomed stretch of white-top. 
If you find yourself in this position, remember to 
take it easy. It’s not so much about speed on a fresh 
trail as it is about your thumb’s movements. Once a 

snowmobile trail freezes after grooming (given ideal 
weather conditions) it can withstand hundreds of sleds 
ridden responsibly. Conversely, all it takes is a couple of 
throttle jockeys hitting a freshly groomed trail and an 
entire night’s work is lost.   < 
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You’ve heard about it…  Come see why riding IS DIFFERENT in  

                                                         The ADIRONDACKS 
OLD FORGE 

    EAGLE BAY                                                                500 sq.mi. of Professionally Groomed Trails 
      BIG MOOSE 
        STILLWATER 
        BEAVER RIVER 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                  The Adirondacks are calling… 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                Visit:   OldForgeNY.com                                                                                ...We have  
                                                                          Call Toll Free:  877-Old-Forge                                                                                         Your Answer 

2011 GROOMING EQUIPMENT PRICES (estimated) > 

GROOMER   COST

Large Purpose-Built Groomer (drag not included)   $170,000.00-$180,000.00

2-Wheel Drive Tractor Conversion (includes tractor, front blade, and drag)  $155,000.00

Mogul Master Drag   $15,000.00

Grooming drags like this Mogul Master, are heavy pieces of equipment with spring loaded, 
serrated blades that cut into, chew up and aerate the snow before it’s packed down with a 
big hydraulically operated pan at the rear.



With some areas accumulating up to 400 inches 
of that wonderful white stuff every winter, you’re 
sure to find ideal snowmobiling conditions in 
Oswego County at times when nowhere else has 
them. In fact, within the county, Tug Hill has the 
highest snowfall east of the Rockies. This legend-
ary lake effect snowfall equates to a long snow-
mobiling season that can start in early December 
and last all the way through March. Combine the 
ample supply of snow with beautifully manicured 
trails through wooded winter wonderlands and 
you’ve got a snowmobiler’s paradise.   

Dedicated Clubs 
Oswego County offers more than 380 miles of 
scenic trails groomed by ten devoted area clubs. 
These ten clubs, all part of the Oswego County 
Snowmobile Association include: Fulton Area 
Snow Travelers, Kasoag Trailblazers, Mexico 
Trail Riders, Pulaski-Boylston Snowmobile Club, 
Redfield Snowmobile and Recreation Club, Snow 
Owls; Square Valley Trail Blazers, Sterling Trail 
Tamers, Vanderbilt Snowmobile Club and Winona 

Forest Recreation Association. These Oswego 
area clubs are dedicated to bringing snowmobile 
enthusiasts together to not only promote and 
preserve the sport and its safety, but ultimately, 
to have fun. You can obtain an official map of the 
Oswego County trail system by contacting any one 
of the clubs listed here.

Most of Oswego’s clubs started over 30 years ago 
and contain anywhere from 250 to nearly 1,000 
members. The volunteers who make up the clubs 
dedicate countless hours grooming the trails, 
posting signs, removing trees and branches, 
repairing storm damage, fixing bridges, and re-
placing culverts to keep them safe for riders year 
after year. This continuous upkeep and grooming 
is what contributes to the exceptional reputation 
of Oswego County’s trails.

What’s more, every year these clubs plan, prepare 
and host fun community events near the trails. 
A handful of these include antique sled shows, 
winter fests with food, games and bonfires, and 

snowmobile, ski and sled dog races.

Trailblazing
Oswego County’s snowmobile trails are conve-
niently connected to thousands of trail miles 
within the New York State snowmobile network. 
From Oswego County, you can easily access the 
picturesque Adirondack Mountains, the Tug Hill 
Plateau, or the farms and fields of New York’s 
wine country in the Finger Lakes Region. The 
county’s clubs work to continuously upgrade the 
trail system and to add new trails when possible. 
New this year is a connection from Williamstown 
to Camden providing even greater access to 
eastern neighbors and their trail networks.

From the coastal plains of Lake Ontario to the 
hills and valleys of Oswego’s northern forests, the 
trails traverse exciting and varied terrain. While 
some wind through deep, wooded areas, others 
feed into large open fields. In a few areas, you’ll 
find railway beds, carved out of the wilderness a 
century ago that are now trimmed and groomed 
to perfection in this snow rider’s paradise. Varying 
from those geared toward novice to experienced, 
the trails suit riders of all skill levels. Some trails 
are considered multi-use where you may come 
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RIDE OSWEGO: The Snowmobile Mecca of the Northeast
Tune up your sled; it’s time to explore over 380 miles of impeccably groomed snowmobiling trails in 
Oswego County. With record-breaking lake effect snow, stunning scenery and warm hospitality, you’re 
welcome to discover for yourself why this area is known as “the Snowmobile Mecca of the Northeast.”



upon people on cross-country skis or even dog 
sleds as winter sports enthusiasts enjoy a variety 
of activities here.

Snowy Sightseeing 
When you ride through the pristine trails in Oswego 
County, you can’t help but take in some of the stunning 
scenery around you. Some say this is one of the very 
best parts of choosing this region for your trip into 
the wild. You can ride the famous Tug Hill Plateau 
for panoramic views of the countryside surrounding 
you, or visit the Salmon River Falls to stare in awe at 
the magnificent glacial ice hanging in mid air. 

Time your ride just right and catch a stunning 
sunset overlooking the Salmon River Reservoir or 
Sandy Pond on Lake Ontario. On your journey over 
and through Oswego County, soak in the scenic 
views at Selkirk State Park, and observe deer and 
other wildlife frolicking in the serene Happy Val-
ley Wildlife Management Area.

Where to Warm Up
Accommodations are outstanding and almost 
unlimited in their variety. Charming lodges and 

comfortable motels line each trail 
and welcome snowmobilers after 
a long day on the trails. Many of 
the inns offer cozy guest rooms 
– some complete with fireplaces 
– and onsite dining options or 

are located a stone’s throw away from popular 
snowmobiler haunts.

In addition to lodging and restaurants, gas sta-
tions and helpful “just in case” shops can also be 
found right on the trails. One example, Sled Shed 
in Amboy Center, is home to one of the largest 
inventories of updated, used snowmobile parts 
available. What’s more, our guests are like family, 
and you are sure to find another rider on the trails 
ready and willing to help if you need it.

From accumulating the largest amount of snow 
east of the Rockies, to maintaining nearly 400 
miles of impeccably groomed scenic trails, Os-
wego has a lot to offer. Add in hospitable accom-
modations and restaurants boasting homemade 
meals right on the trails, and you’ll find there’s 
few places better to snowmobile than Oswego 
County. Plan a visit this winter - you won’t be 
disappointed, we promise.

Additional Information
Planning your trip is a snap as a complete list of   
lodging and dining options can be found on the 
county’s website www.visitoswegocounty.com. 
For trail conditions, call the Oswego County activity 
line at 1-800-248-4FUN (4386).  <
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The Enchanted Mountains
in Western New York

over 350 miles of groomed trails

Home to allegany state Park, Holiday 
valley resort, seneca allegany 

casino and more...

EnchantedMountains.com
1-800-331-0543

Here Jillian Mueller enjoys a day with her dad, Mike, getting the 
Square Valley Trailblazer trails ready in Oswego County.
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NEW YORK PLACES TO RIDE >

Statewide trail expansion
has begun!

iPhone and Android
apps, no reception needed!

Check out what else
is new for 2011-2012!

NYSnowmobileWebmap.com

Interactive Trail Map
Our 3rd Year

activit!es 
Snowmobile Tours & Guides:

Looking for a new adventure? Ready to explore 
beyond Tug Hill and the Old Forge inner trails? 
Whether you have your own machine and you’re 
looking for a professional guide for a one-day ride 
to someplace new or prefer a week long adventure 
complete with sled rental, lodging and gourmet 
meals, activit!es is happy to customize the trip 
designed just for you. Corporate retreats and 
team building programs are a specialty.  activit!es 
welcomes riders of all ages and abilities and provides 
instruction for those new to the sport.  

Make the call to activit!es 800-243-9623. 

Aspen Knoll Cabins:

Aspen Knoll Cabins is an all-season lodging facility 
located on the Tug Hill Plateau in Martinsburg, NY. 
The cabins are only three miles from the busy Village 
of Lowville. The cabins, located on both the ATV and 
Snowmobile trial system, are fully furnished and 
have full kitchens. In one day you can travel to the 
foothills of Adirondacks and to the Tug Hill Plateau. 
The area abounds with recreational opportunities 
all year long.
 
315-376-6590
www.aspenknollcabins.com.

TOP PHOTO: Thanks to Mike Farmer from the 
Town of Webb in Old Forge for sending this 
photo of a pre-production sled by a new, un-
named OEM. Visit oldforgeny.com.

RIGHT: Gorgeous Beaver Point Lodge is located 
in the Adirondack Foothills.  Great for large 
groups for up to 14 people. 
Visit www.adkvacationrentals.com
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Over the past couple of years I have heard some 
stories of a Genesee Sno Packers Club member, Tom 
Beaser, who rides every day during the snowmobile 
season. On November 12, 2011 I was attending the 
Sleds of Stafford steak dinner fund raiser and Tom 
was sitting next to me at my table. During dinner I 
asked him about his snowmobile experience and if 
it was true that he rode every day during the winter 
months. I was shocked when he told me this past 
season he rode 6,715 miles on New York State trails. 

The first thing Tom told me was to say “thank you” 
to all the New York State snowmobile clubs, 
and tell them they do an excellent job with the trail 
system.  He said it has nothing to do with the miles 
but it’s the smiles. Tom’s dad, Dennis Beaser, got 
him involved with snowmobiling over 40 years ago. 
He and his five brothers and sisters would ride with 
Mom and Dad every day. He couldn’t wait to get home 
after school. His dad would have all the ”buggies”, 

as Tom calls them, filled with gas and ready to go. 
He still lives in the same home his dad built in the 
Clarence, New York area. His Dad was a masonry 
and construction worker who picked and laid each 
fieldstone by hand. He told me his Dad would cut his 
own trail and visit the area stores and restaurants. 
His whole family would spend the winter months 
together, just riding the buggies. His dad was a 
pioneer of the sport and is no longer with us, but 
Tom lives every day with the thoughts of his Dad still 
riding with him.

During the winter months, Tom`s snowmobile 
engine is running before most folks’ alarm clocks 
have gone off.  He takes a winter layoff period from 
his employer to enjoy the snow. Before the riding 
season arrives here, Tom spends every Tuesday 
night at the Genesee Sno-Packers buildings, work-
ing alongside Joe Muniak and Don Maertan on 
the club’s three Tucker groomers. They work 4 to 5 
hours every Tuesday rebuilding tracks or rear ends 
and correcting any other issues the machines might 
have. Tom told me he has no interest in operating 
the groomers, just working on them so they are 
ready for the season. Tom is a quiet guy and never 
has a bad word to say about anybody, but mention 
the word “snow” and his eyes get large and he 
enjoys telling you about his riding days. 

Most of his days of riding are right out of his home 
in Clarence to points unknown or to the nearest 
restaurant for breakfast.  Tom has ridden in seven 
western New York counties in one day, putting over 
300 miles on his buggy that day. He just started to 
keep records of the miles since 2007. I added them 
up and he has ridden over 28,000 since then. He 

added up his mileage on all those snowmobiles since 
2002 and they total 50,000 miles! His sleds have a 
lot of miles on them, but they are still in showroom 
condition.  His 2010 Polaris 800 Switchback has 7800 
miles of Western New York trails under it.  He doesn’t 
like to have to trailer his snowmobile to reach the 
snow. He told me that one time he and a bunch of 
other riders rode all day, from Bliss to Olean area and 
back to the Pavilion area. They got to the point where 
it was time to turn west and return to Erie County 
and home. It was a long day and the people thought 
Tom was ready to head that way, he lifted his visor 
and said good-bye because he was heading north to 
Hamlin beach area, and then he was turning west, to 
go home from there.  
 
Tom told me he buys 17 gallons of oil and five pairs 
of carbides for his buggy and he fills his gas tank 
two to three times a day. He saves money by packing 
his own water and packed snacks but would buy 
one meal a day. Once in a while he comes across a 
stranded snowmobiler and offers to help pull them 
out of danger.  He said there was one time he got 
nervous when he was up near Hamlin Beach when a 
snowstorm hit the area. It came off the lake fast and 
caught him off guard.  He said he was riding with his 
head hanging down by his knees to see the trail that 
night.  His other favorite memory was when he was a 
kid and his Dad started an Arctic Cat in the driveway 
of the house. It got away from his dad and took off 
across the street, through the golf course, past his 
brothers who were also riding, over the huge snow 
drift and into the hedge row and then stalled out. 
As Turbo Tom laughed about this memory, you could 
just see the joy of snowmobiling on his face.  < 

SNOWMOBILING’S  UNSUNG HEROES
     > Story by Jim Elmore, NYSSA Vice President, jelmo@buffalo.com. Photo of Tom courtesy Jane Chaddock

TURBO TOM AND THE JOY OF SNOWMOBILING
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Chenango County, NY
TERRIFIC TERRAIN, SUPER SNOW, GREAT GROOMING!
Riders enjoying Chenango County’s hun-
dreds of miles of world-class trails owe it all to 
the snow - and it’s not just the 180 inches worth 
that the Great Lakes and assorted Nor’easters 
send there every winter. They need to thank 
those countless, ancient snowflakes that formed 
the glaciers that sculpted this northernmost 
edge of the Allegheny Plateau. The ice left 
behind varied and beautiful terrain, some with 
elevations of 2,000 feet or higher. It’s where this 
season’s snow sticks early and melts late, thanks 
in part to shade from towering evergreens 
planted in the 1930s after New York State took 
title to abandoned upland farms.

Chenango County’s constellation of active 
clubs operates a formidable fleet of groomers 
that make the most of each snowfall and re-
conditions trails after busy weekends. Clubs also 
focus on safety, offering new-rider training, and 
deploying carefully designed signage systems.  
Thanks to club relationships that cross county 

lines, there are groomed all-day loops, each 
covering up to 200 miles. Go ahead and work up an 
appetite, chances are good you’ll come across a club-
sponsored trailside hotdog roast!

Getting here is easy.  Interstates 88 and 81 flank Chenan-
go County to the east and west, respectively.  New York 
State Route 12, which runs right up the middle, fills with 
northbound snowmobile trailers on Friday nights. Too 
bad most of the riders towing them think they still have 
another two and a half hours to go, when in fact they’ve 
already arrived and don’t realize it!.  <

ABOVE: The annual Sno-Blast sponsored by the 
Chenango County Snowmobile Federation is a great 
way for first-time visitors to get acquainted with the 
area. Demo sleds, groomer rides, food, prizes and 
more, set for Saturday, January 28, 2012. 

Sno-Blast information: http://ccsf.snowclubs.com 

Trail map: http://chenangosnoriders.snowclubs.com

Information on Accommodations & Restaurants:   
www.commercechenango.com 

CHENANGO COUNTY
BY THE NUMBERS > 

Funded Trails            300 miles

Annual Snowfall       180”

State Land  112,000 acres

Clubs                            8

Groomers                   21



MEETING RIDERS

First, stay to the right of the trail at all times. Always as-
sume someone is coming the other way because sooner 
or later someone will. Staying to the right is very im-
portant in limited sight areas like on a hill or on a curve. 
Always beware of vehicles that are parked on the right 
side of the trail or road. You don’t want to hit them. 

Second, when you meet an oncoming group of snowmo-
bilers, slow down and give them as much room as pos-
sible. If the trail is narrow, one group (usually the smaller 
one) should stop and yield the right of passage. A group 
going down a hill should usually yield to one going up.

Third, you should be aware of faster riders overtaking you 
from behind. Keep to the right to allow them to pass. If 
the trail is narrow, pull off and stop until they go by.

One of the most important aspects to sharing the trail 
with other snowmobilers involves how you position 
your snowmobile when you stop. Never block an inter-
section. Never stop side-by-side on a trail. Never stop in 
the middle of a trail.

MEETING GROOMERS AND OTHERS

Groomer encounters can be difficult. Groomers usually 

warn you of their presence with flashing yellow warn-
ing beacons. It is a violation for any snowmobiler to fail 
to yield the right of way to a groomer.

When encountering automobiles and trucks on shared-
use roads, stay to the right, go slow, use the kneeling 
or standing position to be more easily seen, and always 
yield to the wheeled vehicles.

Encountering other snow trail users is an opportunity to 
make friends for snowmobiling. You are an ambassador 
for our sport whether you like it or not. Other users will 
judge all snowmobilers by the way you act. A smile, a 
wave, and a friendly, positive attitude will go a long 
way in making them feel more comfortable about us. 
That helps our sport in every respect.

When you encounter skiers or snow hikers, slow down 
to the minimum speed necessary to maintain forward 
motion. When you have gone well past them, slowly 
accelerate back up to cruising speed so as not to spray 
them with snow. 

When you encounter dog sledders or horseback riders, 
slow to a crawl, and yield the way. If there is the slight-
est doubt about the behavior of the animals, stop and 
shut off your motor. Let the people with the animals 
control the encounter. The animal owner may well wave 

you on by. If so, pass at a minimum speed. When you 
have gone well past them, slowly accelerate back up 
to cruising speed so as not to scare the animals with 
sudden noise.

If you encounter ATVs or motorcycles, remember that 
they do not have the control and maneuverability of a 
snowmobile, and must be given lots of room.

WILDLIFE 

If you’re lucky enough to encounter wildlife on the 
trail, slow down or stop entirely so as not to alarm the 
animals. You’ll get a better look that way. Never chase 
or harass wildlife.  No matter who you meet on the trail, 
ride respectfully. It protects your right to ride.  <

TRAIL ETIQUETTE  Common Sense Rules for Trail Riding
     >  Reprinted and Edited from the NYS OPRHP Publication “NYS Snowmobiler’s Guide”

No matter where you ride, you’ll always be sharing the trail with other users. They may be other snowmobilers, grooming equipment, other recre-
ational users, road users if the trail is on a road, and, most definitely, wildlife. Most, if not all will have just as much right to the trail as you do. How 
you approach their presence makes a big difference in how safe the trail is for everyone.   
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LOUD EXHAUSTS AND THE RAMIFICATIONS OF 
THEIR USE ON OUR TRAILS
     >  By Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator, jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com

Here’s a topic that has been generating quite a lot of play 
on snowmobile-related websites and within every NYS 
clubs’ meetings in recent years. Those who use aftermar-
ket loud exhaust systems feel it’s their “right to modify 
their sleds”. But those who own the lands and those club 
members that deal with irritated landowners or have to 
tackle trail re-routes can obviously explain the problems 
these louder-than-stock exhaust systems cause our sport. 
It’s also an issue in other States that have dealt with this 
same problem by stronger wording in their State Laws 
and by instituting higher fines.

In NYS, the exhaust law states: “No snowmobile shall 
be modified by any person in any manner that shall 
amplify or otherwise increase total noise emission to a 
level greater than that emitted by the snowmobile as 
originally constructed, regardless of date of manufacture.”  
The law specifies that any sled manufactured after 1980 
must produce less than 73 decibels.  This law also allows 
the Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation (NYS OPRHP), who is charged 
with regulating snowmobile use, to adopt new exhaust 
standards or testing that will keep snowmobiles in 
compliance with the intent of this law.  

“INTENT”… this is the word we all need to step back and 
look at. When this law was first written in the 1970’s, it 
was most likely to keep those early sleds from running 
loud straight pipes all over their neighbor’s lands. It has 
been updated twice since then to further restrict the noise 
emitted from OEM snowmobile exhaust systems. Again, 
this was done to keep people from infringing on others’ 
rights who don’t wish to hear the loud noise coming from 
a modified snowmobile.  The reasonable intent of this law 
continues to be for those landowners gracious enough 
to allow snowmobile trails to be located on their lands to 
not be bothered by obnoxiously loud sleds.

Why would any snowmobiler want to intentionally harm 
the relationships clubs have with landowners, especially 
when it could ultimately end up with trail closures that 
affect all of us?  That’s the question clubs are asking 
themselves and can’t seem to figure out as the same 
few volunteers are out re-routing trails due to the noise 
problem. Some riders claim to do it “for the performance”, 
while a few state honestly they install them for the noise 
alone. Many don’t realize what they are doing to the sport 
though, as many say publicly “it’s my sled and I will make 
it loud if I want to!”. 

If you have a loud exhaust on your sled, please ask 
yourself what benefit you are bringing to the sport.  Also, 
ask your local club officers what their experiences are with 
loud pipes or cans and angry landowners. Where trails run 
close to homes (sometimes right in people’s backyards) 
this is a serious issue that we must correct.  It has affected 

quite a few clubs in regards to trail re-routes as well.  
Potential new landowners state “I can hear them a mile 
away now, why would I want them in my backyard?” This 
keeps clubs from being able to find alternate routes to 
trails that have been closed.

Driving this issue is the fact there are a few aftermarket 
companies building loud canisters to replace the heavy 
“legal-sound emitting” exhaust canisters on stock sleds, 
mainly intending them for competition use only on 
heavily modified engines. There are a minority of trail 
riders who don’t truly understand this issue or don’t care, 
purchasing these illegal loud exhaust pieces for their stock 
trail sleds. This has put many landowners at odds with 
their local snowmobile clubs, pressing them to complain 
to law enforcement agencies as well as to NYSSA and NYS 
OPRHP to correct the situation. Again I will state, this is by 
far a MINORITY of riders ruining the reputation of all of us 
and jeopardizing trail access for everyone.

NYSSA has brought this issue up for several years now 
and has decided it is time to get our elected officials 
involved to change the wording of the current law to 
make it more effective, as well as to suggest much stiffer 
fines, in order to combat the violators who are to blame 
for closing down our trails.  It really is unfortunate that 
a few can force such actions which increase restrictions 
on us all just because those few can’t seem to figure out 
what this issue is all about… RESPECT!  Landowners 
allow us to use their land and receive no compensation for 
doing that-and to reward them, people with loud exhaust 
systems wake them up in the middle of the night.  If you 
were a landowner, how would you react to this?  We need 
to listen to and show complete respect our landowners, 
because without them there would be no connecting trail 
system in New York State.

I’ve done a lot of research on this subject over the past 
few years, even going so far as to contact a couple of 
aftermarket performance companies that test modified 
sleds for horsepower readings and decibel levels on 
dynameters specifically made for such testing. It turns out 
that some of these loud exhaust parts actually cause a 
significant reduction in horsepower from stock while the 
only thing they do is to raise the noise level to almost 97 
decibels in some cases,… well above the legal limit in 
New York. So, why would an average snowmobiler want 
to install a product on their sled that subtracts from the 
stock performance while only just sounding loud? I don’t 
get it and neither do most of the trail volunteers who deal 
with the irate landowners on this subject.

I don’t want anyone to take the wrong message away 
from this article either… NYSSA is NOT advocating 
against aftermarket performance manufacturers. There 
are actually a few companies that have listened to what’s 

going on with this issue, developing exhaust parts that 
produce lower than stock decibel levels while still making 
higher horsepower. We give kudos to these companies 
to take their research and development teams to task, 
offering products that are performance enhancing, as 
quiet as (or quieter than stock), and are better for the 
environment while helping with the relationship that 
landowners have with local clubs.  We thank them for that 
effort and hope all companies follow this positive lead!

Remember, we are all responsible for the future of this 
sport. Why jeopardize trail closures just because you “like 
to hear a loud exhaust”? YOU’RE IN THE MINORITY and will 
ultimately force us all to lose in the end. If you are one of 
those running a loud aftermarket exhaust or know some-
one who is, I hope you will take a minute to think about 
what this is doing to our sport. Loud exhausts limit where 
we all can ride, limit the miles of snowmobile trail in the 
NYS trail system, and turn off landowners and others who 
support this sport.  Be respectful of those private property 
owners who allow snowmobile trails on their properties 
as well as the clubs who must stand up for the landown-
ers when they complain about the unnecessary noise. 

Obnoxiously loud snowmobiles on trails hurt the sport of 
snowmobiling in NYS, and only snowmobilers who care 
can fix that problem!  <
 

SOUND! 
Sound levels for snowmobiles have been reduced 
94-percent since inception. Pre-1969 snowmobiles 
were noisy. At full throttle, these machines emitted 
sound levels as high as 102 dB(A) from a distance 
of 50 feet. 
     Snowmobiles produced since February 1, 1975 and 
certified by the Snowmobile Safety and Certification 
Committee’s independent testing company emit no 
more than 78 dB(A) from a distance of 50 feet while 
traveling at full throttle when tested under the Society 
of Automotive Engineers (SAE) J192 procedures. 
Additionally, those produced after June 30, 1976 and 
certified by the Snowmobile Safety and Certification 
Committee’s independent testing company emit no 
more than 73 dB(A) at 50 feet while traveling at 15 
mph when tested under SAE J1161 procedures. For 
comparison purposes, normal conversation at three 
feet produces approximately 70 dB(A). 
     It would take 256 78 dB(A) snowmobiles operating 
together at wide open throttle to equal the noise level 
of just one of the pre-1969 snowmobiles. 

From ISMA fact book, available online at: 
http://www.snowmobile.org/snowmobilefacts.asp
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Schroon Lake Area Chamber of Commerce  
& Visitor’s Bureau 

518-532-7675    
schroonlakechamber.com

Your Adirondack Base Camp: 
Easy to get to, close to everything 
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SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION FEES:
WHERE DO THEY GO?
     >  Bottom Chart Courtesy of the NYS OPRHP Publication “NYS Snowmobiler’s Guide”

Your registration fees are working to keep New 
York’s snowmobile trails some of the best and 
safest in the East. 
 
Did you know most of our snowmobile reg-
istration fee money is distributed directly 
back to snowmobile clubs through the NYS 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation’s Grant-in-Aid program for 
trail maintenance activities.
 
Maintaining the Trails: Most of the registration 
fee is returned to local snowmobile clubs to help 
pay for trail maintenance. This program does 
more than provide funding for fuel to groom the 
trails. It’s also used for summer construction, 
including supplies such as bridge materials, it’s 
used to maintain existing grooming equipment 

and help replace older 
equipment.
 
Registration fees also 
pay for Snowmobile 
Safety and Law Enforce-
ment, coordinated by 
the NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation and His-
toric Preservation. Most 
classes are taught by 
local club volunteers, 
but the materials are 
provided by NYS OPRHP. 
Our safer trails help 
promote snowmobiling as a family-friendly 
winter recreational opportunity. To find a class, 

visit http://nysparks.com/recreation/snowmo-
biles/safety-courses.aspx
 
The single largest participating landowner is the 
State of New York, with over 40-percent of trails 
crossing public lands. New York has over 10,500 
miles of safe trails for you to enjoy!
 
This represents a significant increase from the 
past when only 20-percent of trails existed on 
public lands. Please respect our landowners, 
60-percent of our trails are on private land!
 
What are the Registration fees for 2011-2012?
Club Member: $45
Non Club Member:  $100
 
It’s a great deal! At $45, New York’s snowmobile 
registration fee is the lowest in the Northeast. 
Compare to:  NH, VT, MA, ME   <

The Economic Impact of Snowmobiling:
•  United States - $ 22 billion annually     •  Canada - $ 6 billion annually     •  Scandinavia - $1.6 billion annually

Snowmobile Registration Facts
Courtesy of ISMA

In 2011 there were 123,063 snowmobiles sold world-
wide; 51,796 were sold in the U.S. and 40,878 were 
sold in Canada. 
   The average suggested retail price of a new snow-
mobile sold in 2011 was $8,450 (US Funds). 
   There are approximately 1.55 million registered 
snowmobiles in the US and 602,902 registered snow-
mobiles in Canada.  With 134,577 registered sleds, 
New York ranks sixth in North America and fourth 
in the US behind Minnesota (254,492), Michigan 
(242,546), and Wisconsin (236,566).

 State/ Number State/ Number State/ Number State/ Number
 Prov Registered Prov Registered Prov Registered Prov Registered

 AK 54,750 SD 15,437 CA 23,400 UT 26,200
 CO 30,608 VT 37,520 ID 48,400 WA 32,200
 IL 39,485 WI 236,566 IN 10,120 WY 39,410
 IA 27,986 ME 89,500 BC 75,000 MA 17,000
 MB 37,832 MI 242,546 NB 16,371 MN 254,492 
 NF 76,540 MT 42,000 NS 7,816 NE 2,210
 NH 56,000 NY 134,577 ON 307,000 ND 17,664
 OH 15,000 QC 168,699 OR 16,087 PA 41,000

 REGISTRATION FEE COMPARISON > 

                      RESIDENT           NON RESIDENT

         Regular           Family         Non Res      Non Res Fam       Classic         5-day      3-day       Antique

Vermont    Early           $65              $33            $95                      $48            $50   

    Regular         $90          $45              $130                  $65            $70           $75                             $100

New Hampshire  Club           $64                         $84     

    Non Club        $94                    $114     

    Club Dues      $30              $40      

Maine            $41                      $89                        $43     

New York    Club            $45                 $45     

    Non Club      $100                    $100     

    Club Dues        $25     $30     
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Customized Quebec 
Snowmobile Adventures 

for ALL Abilities

� Big Bore Tour: Aggressive Pace, 
Quebec Nightlife, 200+ Miles Per Day!

� The Gourmet Trip: 5 Star Cuisine, 
Upscale Inns, Limousine Service from 
the Airport!

� The Great Gaspe: Sea on the Left... 
Forest on the Right, Support Vehicle for 
Luggage, Must-See Scenery!

www.bvsnowadventures.com

Call Gary today at 860-796-9055 to secure your reservation!
Email: gary@bvsnowadventures.com

Located on the Salmon River
Reservoir and on the main C5 trail
www.crossroadsinnandcabins.com
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WE ARE THE TUG HILL!
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THE NYSSA 
EDUCATIONAL FORUM 
& ANNUAL MEETING
This year’s Educational Forum and Annual 
Meeting will be held on Friday, April 20, 2012 
through Sunday, April 22, 2012, at the Lake 
Placid Convention Center  in historic Lake Placid 
New York, site of the 1980 Winter Olympics.

Nestled within the Adirondack Park’s six million 
acres of natural beauty, Lake Placid is paradise 
for the outdoor enthusiast, the adventurous 
heart and the romantic soul. Offering endless 
opportunities, attractions, shopping, dining, and 
family activities, Lake Placid encourages you 
to invent your own perfect day. Here’s an op-
portunity to stay and play an extra day! Special 
rates have been negotiated with area hotels (Art 
Devlin’s Olympic Motor Inn, High Peaks Resort, 
and the Northwoods Inn). To reserve online, go 
to https://reservations.meetingslakeplacid.com

Friday afternoon begins with educational 
sessions.  There’s a social gathering on Friday 
night. More interesting and informative courses 
are held on Saturday, with an award luncheon 
during the day, and gala dinner banquet that 
evening. The 2012 Super Raffle Winners are 
announced at the banquet!

Sunday is the Annual Meeting for NYSSA, where 
delegates from each club gather to vote on 
important issues.

Any NYSSA member may attend the Educational 
Forum. Pre-registration is required, and opens on 
February 1. Watch for information in the New York 
Snowmobiler Online Magazine. To represent your 
local Club as a delegate at Sunday’s Annual meeting, 
please contact a Club Officer. Each Club is entitled 
to one delegate per thirty members, so they need 
to keep track of who will be attending Sunday. 
Delegates must be NYSSA Members.

Lake Placid Conference Center



Have you had enough of your current credit card 
with its high interest rates and no benefits?  Think 
you have a decent credit rating and a card with a 
less than 10-percent interest rate is attractive to 
you? Want to show the world you are a snowmobiler 
and are proud of it?  In a continuing effort to bring 
our members maximum value for their membership 
dollar, The New York State Snowmobile Association 
and UMB CardPartner have joined forces to offer the 
NYSSA Affinity Visa Platinum Rewards credit card. 

This card not only gives you all the benefits of a Visa 

Platinum Rewards Card but also provides support to 
the Association so that we can keep on advocating 
on behalf of the sport and your right to ride. Each 
time a card is successfully applied for, the Association 
receives a small bounty to support our activities and 
helps us to keep our membership dues to a minimum.
  
Through the pictures that appear on the card, you 
can tell vendors that you are a proud snowmobiler. 
There are five standard images to choose from. Bet-
ter yet, you can customize the card with your favorite 
snowmobile picture and we encourage you to do so.   

There is no application fee or annual fee associated 
with this card but not everyone will qualify. 

Using the NYSSA Affinity Visa Platinum Rewards 
Card is not only a convenient way to pay for your 
purchases but is also a convenient way to support 
the organization that is committed to protecting 
your right to ride. 

For more information or to apply for a NYSSA Affinity 
Visa Platinum Rewards Card, go to 
http://www.cardpartner.com/affinity/app/nyssa   <
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VISA SUPPORT FOR NY SNOWMOBILING
Got a favorite snowmobiling photo in your album? You can customize your NYSSA Affinity card with it and help out organized 
snowmobiling in New York State!

79141

OPEN YEAR
ROUND

• Dine In or Take Away
• Gluten-free Menu 
   and Bakery

• Free Wi-Fi
• Catering Service
• Gift Certificates

www.MrPsMountainSmokehouse.com
1106 US Route 9, Schroon Lake, NY 12870

(518) 532-4300

Mr P's 79141 - Page 1 - Composite

WWW.ARCTICADVENTURES.COM

ULSTER COUNTY 

2050 RT. 32, ROSENDALE, NY

845-658-8844

SNOWMOBILES   ATVs   PWCs   LAWN EQUIPMENT   TRAILERS
EXCEPTIONAL SALES ~ EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE



™

Every credit card sends you a statement.
This card lets you make one.

 
   

custom Visa® Platinum Rewards Card.

 

 

 
                                                       Apply today at:                                     

• No annual fee.
• $50 donation by the bank when you first use the card.* 
• Ongoing contributions made when you continue using your card.
• Low Introductory APR on purchases and no balance transfer fees for 6 months.

†

• Enhanced Visa Platinum benefits, including 24/7 Emergency Customer Service, 

  100% Fraud Protection, Auto Rental and Travel Accident Insurance and much more!              
• Earn points at hundreds of participating online retailers redeemable for name-brand

        merchandise, event tickets, gift cards or travel reward options. 

Introducing the new
NYSSA

Make your own statement with your choice of custom

NYSSA
Visa® Platinum Rewards Cards

http://www.cardpartner.com/affinity/app/nyssa

The NYSSA Visa card program is operated by UMB Bank, N.A. All applications for NYSSA Visa credit card accounts will be subject to UMB Bank N.A.'s approval, at its absolute
discretion. Please visit www.cardpartner.com for further details of terms and conditions which apply to the NYSSA Visa card program. * Donation made when card is used once within

90 days of issuance. After this period a low variable APR will apply.




