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Bruce J. Papa  

  

Bruce J. Papa passed away on Saturday, October 11, 2014 at Glen Hill  

Nursing Home surrounded by his loving family. He was 61. 

He was the son of the late Bruno A. and Avril E. Smith and Papa, born on 

Jan. 8, 1953 in White Plains, NY. 

Bruce was a graduate of Mamaroneck High School he later moved to Clary-

ville at the age of 19. He as the past chief of Claryville Fire Department; he 

had a passion for bass fishing and the many tournaments he entered. He 

would initiate many tournaments for fishing and snowmobiling. He was a 

member of the New York State Snowmobile Association and long-time 

leader of the Sullivan County Trail Association. He was a loving brother, un-

cle and friend to all that knew and loved him; he will be deeply missed. 

He is survived by his brother, Barry Papa and his wife, Eve; his nieces and 

nephews Shannon, Brendon, Christopher, Rachel, Stephanie and Zachary and 

a host of friends. 

Donations in Bruceôs name can be made to the Claryville Fire Department, 

1500 Denning Road, Claryville, NY 12725 or Claryville Reformed Church, 

946 Claryville Road, Claryville, NY 12725. 
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Presidentôs Message 
by Jim Elmore, NYSSA President    585-813-4610  president@nysnowmobiler.com   

The Holidays are fast approaching and I hope many of our members have their Christmas Shopping 
completed.  This is the time of year where many are planning on visiting family or friends over the 
next couple of weeks.   We just finished the 2nd edition of the New York Snowmobiler magazine that 

Supertrax prints and distributes to our members.  Keep your eye on your mailbox for the last edition for this season.  It 
should arrive near the end of December or beginning of January. There are some great articles in the magazine on 
places to ride in our State and different places to stop along the trail.  

Snow Owls!  

While it is too late for the NY Snowmobiler print magazine, we have 
some visitors returning to Genesee County that we wanted to tell you 

about.  Last year due to the extreme cold weather moving down from 
the Arctic, a very rare sightings across the State was the Snow Owl.  
These beautiful birds are not often seen in this part of North America 
due to our warmer climate.  With the Arctic region being blasted with 
extreme cold weather, many made it this far south for some warmer 
weather.  If sustained temperatures of 0 -10 degrees are their warmer 
habitat, then I welcome them every year.   Last January, many started 
to make their arrival at the Genesee County Airport in Batavia, New 
York.  Strange how they knew the airport is a place to fly into, or are 
they smarter than we think?  

Former NYSSA President Mike Fischer, posted pictures of Snow Owls 
resting on top of the trail stakes in Madison County last season.   I 

have ridden my snowmobile in Madison County and their terrain is al-
most identical with Genesee and Wyoming Counties in the Western 
part of the State.   I don`t know if this is a good sign for our upcoming 
winter but,  last week the Snow Owls have returned to the Airport for 
the second year and about a month early.  If you are looking to see 
the Owls you are in luck.  The Genesee Sno-Packers and the Sleds of 
Stafford both stake and groom trail C-4C around the Genesee County 
Airport.  If you are thinking of riding Genesee County, there are a cou-
ple of locations where you can unload and ride from.  The Sno-Packers 

buildings and the Oakfield Hotel in the Village of Oakfield, our County building number 2 in Town of Batavia and the 
Genesee County Park in Bethany, New York.  These four places can accommodate trucks and trailers with no hassle 
finding or getting on the trails.  If you do ride on these trails, please donôt forget to bring your camera to get a great 
picture of the Snow Owls. 

ñSnowvemberò 

ñSnovemberò is what everyone in Buffalo area is calling the wallop of lake effect snow that dumped 7 feet of the white 
stuff on Western New York last month.  The NYS Thruway closed for several days from Rochester to the Pennsylvania 
state line. The stormed stranded thousands of motorists and truckers as well.  Of those thousands who were trapped in 
their homes or at work due to this Lake Effect hitting the area, fourteen of our neighbors died as a result of the storm.  
Almost all the emergency service organizations in Genesee and Erie Counties were called in to help our citizens and try 
to clear the roads.  Governor Andrew Cuomo arrived in Buffalo to offer assistance at the State level to help get through 
this early season snowstorm.  With the Chief Executive here, he was able to mobilize hundreds of State employees 
across the State to help rescue citizens and clean up the areaôs highways.  This was just not the average snowstorm, 
commerce also was affected.  Stores in many Western New York communities were running out of supplies due to the 
truck traffic stranded throughout the region.  Trucks could not make deliveries of food and milk for a few days to many 

(Continued on page 6) 

Photo courtesy Jim Burns, Batavia Photo Club 
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stores.  I have not seen something like this since I was a kid with the WNY Blizzard of 1977.  Back then we were cut 
off from the outside world for several days.  I hope it will be a long time before we see another storm like this one 
again. However, as we all know, Mother Nature and the Great Lakes will always decide on how much snow we might 
receive in a single event. 

Many local Snowmobile clubsô members from Niagara, Erie, Genesee and Wyoming counties volunteered to assist lo-
cal fire departments.  Several WNY clubs donated their grooming equipment to help our local communities out in their 
time of need.  Hundreds of WNY snowmobilers on their own snowmobiles were out in this storm helping their local 
fire departments or taking utility workers to sites to help prevent additional damage.  Snowmobilers were picking up 
medical personnel at their homes and then taking them to their jobs at the many local hospitals or nursing homes in 
the area.  Many of our public service employees were working around the clock for several days helping people 
through this event.  Hereôs a big ñThank You!ò from NYSSA to everyone that participated in the rescue or clean up 
after this winter storm.  

2014 is coming to an end and we are looking forward to 2015 in the Association.  We kick off our Take A Friend 

Snowmobile program in January in Oakfield, New York.  Our brand new Arctic Cat / Allstate snowmobile is ready for 
the first -time snowmobiler to take a ride.  Please check our website, this issue, and the print New York Snowmobiler 
magazine for more information on our Take A Friend promotion.  This event is open to everyone and we hope to be 
able find some new lifelong friends to join the sport of snowmobiling.  

I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas, Joyous Chanukah and a Happy New Year! Please be safe and we will 
see you on the trails. 

James Elmore, President 

(Continued from page 5) 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director  
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com   888-624-3849 x104 

First, a big thank you to all those first responders and snowmobilers who went out of their way to help out our west-
ern NY friends who were hit in late November with those incredibly vicious lake effect snows.  The band was narrow, 
very long and produced very deep snow; over seven feet in a few locations. Take a few minutes to read  
Gary Broderickôs story.  While it mentions a few snowmobilers and clubs who helped out, we all recognize and thank 
the hundreds of individuals and dozens of clubs who did their best to help their neighbors.  Many thanks to the local 
first responders who put in dozens of non stop  hours to help out those in need.  

Second a big thank you to Mother Nature.  I am writing this as the big Norôeaster (Dec 9, 10, & 11) winds down in my 
area, having left the second significant snow around Albany.  These early snows are a good indication of what this 
winter is going to be like. (Yes, I am sticking my neck out on that prediction but I am an eternal optimist.) The trails 

up on the Rensselaer Plateau will be open any day now and I canôt wait to get on my sled and ride. 

I hope that you are one of those 33,000 members who have already joined and registered their sled.  Please donôt 
delay; join your club and get that sled registered.  Donôt forget you also need to get that sled insured .  State law re-
quires liability insurance on any sled you operate off your own property.   Check out our insurance partners who are in 
this magazine and you just might save a few dollars.  (You should be aware that we have been having some problems 
on the NYSSA membership website with down time.  If you canôt get on the system, wait a few hours and we should 
have been able to kick start the system by then.  Another reason to not wait to the last minute to join and register! )  

I am very excited about this winter.  We have a host of ñTake a Friend Snowmobilingò events coming up and we have 
new legislative initiatives to promote snowmobiling in NYS State.  More people snowmobiling, translates into more reg-
istrations, and more money for the trail fund to make trails even better.   Check out the list of Take a Friend Snowmo-
biling  events that appears  on the next page.  

With the Holliday Season upon us I want to say a special ñThank Youò to the leadership of the 235 NY snowmobile 
clubs and to the cadre of volunteers who put our  approximately 10,000 -mile trail system together each year.  I hope 
every rider takes a moment and thanks those many volunteers who brush out trails, build bridges and sign the trails 
as well as those who put in countless hours grooming the trail so that we can have a safe and enjoyable ride.   Maybe 
they should be on your Christmas list this year? 

Have a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, and a very happy and safe New Year. 

Dom 
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Introducing snowmobiling to new riders or bringing back to the sport those who have not ridden in a while is NYYSSAôs 
campaign for the winter of 2015.  Why should we have all the fun?  As a group we all know that snowmobiling is a great 
way to enjoy the winter in upstate New York, socialize with friends and stay active.  It is time to share the  adventure 
and show others what great fun snowmobiling can be.  We all have those friends that we always wanted to take for a 
snowmobile ride and show them what we do with our spare time.   

Local clubs and Associations in partnership with the New York State Snowmobile Association will be hosting several Take 
a Friend Snowmobiling events around the state this January.  All snowmobilers are invited to participate. Here is the ten-
tative schedule subject to changes because of snow conditions (please check at www.takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com 
for the latest information):  
 

 January 11th        January 24th  
 Genesee Sno-Packers Snowmobile Club    Grafton Lakes State Park, Winterfest 
 102 South Pearl St.      Route 2, Grafton NY 
 Oakfield, NY 14125      Grafton Snow Blazers,    
  
 January 31st       February 8th  

 Seveyôs Point       Delta Lake State Park 
 Rt 3 between Cranberry Lake and Childwold.   Rome, NY 
 Deb Christy, St. Lawrence Trail Coordinator   Trail Busters of Lee Center,  Bob Spindler  
 
 February 15th      February 21st  
 Lawson Lake County Park    Feeganôs Witch KItch 
 Albany County Executive and Sheriff   68 Jamestown St. Sinclairville, NY 14782 

 Chautauqua County Snowmobile Association 

 

òShare the Adventureó  

and  

òTake a Friend Snowmobilingó  

in 2015!  
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HELP SPREAD THE WORD!  

Got a friend that might like to try snowmobiling?  

Hand them the form below, and weôll arrange for a ride! 
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