


THE POLARIS AXYS RIDING EXPERIENCE

“

E X P E R I E N C E

LEARN MORE AT

SKI-DOO 800 RENEGADE, Owner

“ “

DARREN LEBLANC 
Sudbury, Ontario

I’m loving that 
“X” and I think 
that’s the sled for 
me now.      - Darren

It’s 100 percent 
likely I’m going to 
Snowcheck a Polaris 
snowmobile.     
- Michael

ARCTIC CAT XF 9000, Owner

“ “

MICHAEL KEITH 
Montague, Michigan

ARCTIC CAT F-800, Owner

The likelihood 
that I move to a 
Polaris is high.        
- Erik

“ “

ERIK JOHNSON 
Albert Lee, Minnesota

FIVE HARDCORE OWNERS OF COMPETITIVE SNOWMOBILE BRANDS...      THREE DAYS OF INTENSE RIDING ON THE AXYS... HERE’S THEIR VERDICT!

RIDE & HANDLING

“

COMFORT & 
CONVENIENCE
The GPS and the gauge cluster is a stand out. - Ben

The gauge and the GPS integrated into one is something every 
manufacturer is going to have to follow to stay in the game. - Michael

You can see 10 times better than any headlight out there. - Yvon

“ “

BEN WARREN 
Lapeer, Michigan

SKI-DOO 800 RENEGADE, Owner

“ “

I would defi nitely 
consider a Polaris 
AXYS for a 
snowmobile
purchase.      - Ben

POWER & 
ACCELERATION
That 800 motor is extremely powerful - Erik 

It wants to pull hard – it’s that mid-range 
that really shocked me - Darren

“ “

SKI-DOO 800 RENEGADE,

DARREN LEBLANC
Sudbury, Ontario

“

ARCTIC CAT F-800,

ERIK JOHNSON
Albert Lee, Minnesota

YAMAHA VIPER, Owner

You feel like the bumps 
aren’t even there.      - Yvon“

YVON POMINVILLE  
Kapuskasing, Ontario

YAMAHA VIPER,

YVON POMINVILLE
Kapuskasing, Ontario

“
The “S” is unbelievable in the turns! I never thought I could 
take corners so quickly. - Yvon 

Those big “G-outs”. I hit them and it  was like fl oating 
on a cloud! - Darren 

I like the (suspension shock’s) range of adjustment, 12 
settings is better than 20 and it keeps things simpler. - Ben
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while most of our farm fields are barren of crops, our snowmobile club volunteers 
are already at it preparing for the 2015-16 season. many are in the process of 
staking before the ground freezes and the snow is on the ground. now is the 

time for you, the rider to get ready for a great season of snowmobiling in new york. 

Growing Our Sport
James Elmore, NYSSA President, president@nysnowmobiler.com

I have a job for you: invite one out of state 
friend or relative to spend a weekend with 
you to enjoy Ny’s great trails. We have some 
of the best trails to ride on and the friendliest 
people you can ever meet. To a New york 
snowmobiler there is only one season that 
matters, and it is the winter season. Over the 
past few years we have seen snowmobile 
friendly areas grow. We are seeing more 
hotels and gas stations opening near our 
main corridor trails to serve the snowmobiler. 
Our business members that sponsor our 
sport will go out of their way to make your 
snowmobiling experience a repeated annual 
trip. For those who live out of state and get 
this special Supertrax Ny Snowmobiler 
issue, plan on dragging that friend to join you 
in riding Ny trails during our free weekend 
which is now in the planning stages. Watch 
our website, www.nysnowmobiler.com, for 
details. 
 We are planning on kicking off our 2nd an-
nual “Take A Friend” Snowmobiling program. 
We are working on securing several sites 
across the State this winter for this wonderful 
program. If any member has family or friends 
that are looking to get into snowmobiling, 
here is the chance to try it with no obliga-
tions. All we require is to see a smile when 
you return from your ride. Snowmobiling will 
sell itself to the new rider if we can just get 
them out once. We will supply everything 
from the helmets and winter gear and even 
the snowmobile for people to try out. 
 years before the sport expanded in New 
york, you would see many families out with 
a ski-boose in tow with the kids in it. These 
days if you see one in use it will be at a vin-

tage show and very seldom do we see any on 
the trails. They still make a ski-boose for fam-
ilies with younger children. If you have one 
and use it for trail riding with the kids, please 
send pictures to us. We will post them on our 
Facebook page or use them in our on-line 
magazine. The new models built today are 
enclosed and equipped with padded seats 
and safety belts for the passengers. These 
new units even have heaters installed in them 
to keep the kids warm during the ride. It will 
be great to see more of these on our trails. 
It is a great way to get the kids outside and 
introduce them to a great sport while enjoying 
the company of mom and dad or grandma 
and grandpa. 
 If you are an American Bald Eagle watcher, 
I have the place for you to stop and visit. Last 
February we were in Chautauqua County near 
Sinclairville, New york. If you stop in for some 
great food and service at the Witch Kitch Inn, 
the trees behind their restaurant held a pair 
of American Bald Eagles. The locals told me 
they are always there, so bring your camera 
with you. They are very close and surprisingly 
they do not scare away from people. This trail 
is on S18C and is maintained by the Lake Ef-
fect Trailbreakers. They do a great job main-
taining and grooming their trails. Chautauqua 
County is a great place for out of area snow-
mobilers to stop and ride. 
 If you have any question on where to 
snowmobile New york, please contact the 
local club or the NySSA office for information. 
With online club memberships and DMV 
registration there is no waiting to be ready to 
ride New york. Please be safe and we will see 
you soon on the trails. l 

Nearly 80 Locations
Proudly Serving

Central NY Snowmobilers
Since 1980!

Monday & Wednesday
$1 OFF Any Whole Sub

Tuesday & Thursday
$1 OFF Wraps

Daily Deals

We Appreciate Your Business!
for discounts, exclusive offers, contests

 or to join the conversation, visit

*at participating locations

• Instant discounts
• Store locator
• Send us feedback
• Win free products

Available Now www.niceneasy.com

/niceneasygroceryshoppes

@niceneasy @NNEASY
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FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE REGION, PACKAGES AND  
TRAIL CONDITIONS  AND TO RECEIvE OUR FREE PUBLICATIONS
LANAUDIèRE 1 800 363-2788 #1  MAURICIE 1 800 567-7603

snowmobilecountry.ca

The ride of your life...Enjoy your stay at  
Le Cabanon, in the heart of the snowmobile  
kingdom. Ride in the day and relax in the 
pool or at the bar in the evening.

1 nights 
1 full breakfasts  
1 Dinner Meals
Valid from December 1, 2015  
to March 31 2016.

per person, double occupancy
Regular room, taxes and  
gratuities extra. Ask for  

Supertrax special.

$9550

SAINTE-ÉmÉlIE-dE-l’ÉNErgIE, 
lANAUdIÈrE

SNOWMOBILE  
package 
1 night in a spacious room
1 breakfast

per person, double 
occupancy, taxes 

and gratuities
extra

1 866 884-0211 
info@auberge-lanaudiere.com

$99
NOrTH OF
SAINT-mICHEl-dES-SAINTS, 
lANAUdIÈrE

per pers.,  
double occupancy, 

taxes and  
gratuities extra

514 600-0372 
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1 night and breakfast 
1 dinner (3 courses)

$110
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SAINT-ZÉNON, lANAUdIÈrE
450 884-5502

valid Sunday to 
Thursday, taxes and 

gratuities extra,  
$15 per additional 

person.

30th aNNIvErSary 
special (room)
1 night in double  
occupancy

$60

    realmasse.com

Our 24 suites with fireplace and 18 cabins that can 
accommodate from 2 to 8 people are located  
directly on the trail. Gasoline available and  
excellent security 24/24. We are renowned for our 
exceptional cuisine : steaks, seafood, and more! 
Also heated garage on site.

  pourvoirielacdurepos.com

450 884-5762 
aubergecabanon@xplornet.com

SAINT-ZÉNON, lANAUdIÈrE

AUBERGE LE CABANON

  aubergelecabanon.com

POURVOIRIE LAC DU REPOS 

   AUBERGE DU VIEUX MOULIN

  auberge-lanaudiere.com

POURVOIRIE AU PAYS DE RÉAL MASSÉ 
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If you have been riding a long time this article is not for you. if you have taken up the sport in the past few 
years this may be of interest. 

20 years… and Still a Newbie (Hey.. at least I admit it!)

nYSSAEYE Dominic Jacangelo, NYSSA Executive Director, dominic@nysnowmobiler.comon

I am not one of those who were born on 
a sled. We all know those folks. They all 
claim that they can out ride Levi LaValle 
until stuff happens. Hey, even Levi can 
have a bad day. I only started riding about 
20 years ago when a coworker said, “you 

got to check this out!” One ride is all it took 
to get me started on what I see as great 
winter fun. 
 My Dragon and I have been all over the 
state to ride on all kinds of different trails 
under all kinds of conditions. I have also 

been blessed by being able to check out 
many different sleds over the years. Every 
time I get on another sled, it is like that first 
ride. Every time I ride I learn something 
new. 
 Over the years I have learned a few 
things that are worth sharing. 

1. every sled is different. you may know 
your limits on your sled, but don’t think 
the same will be true on the next sled you 
ride. My sled can seem very dartty on a 
worn trail. I have made it better but it still 
does not do as well as some other sleds 
I have ridden on a beat up trail. 

2. There is a difference between being 30 
years of age and 60! Even when I was 
forty, I could ride much longer and harder 
without getting fatigued. Now when I hit 
80 miles or so it is time for me to watch 
carefully what I am doing, and not let my 
mind wonder. 

3. Get your sled ready long before the 
season sets in. I hate being cold, (this 
may sound funny) and the coldest I ever 
am is working on my sled to get it going 
rather than riding it. Make sure every-
thing is working before the first ride. PS. 
This goes for the trailer too. 

4. Don’t make the first ride of the year 
your longest ride of the year. This is 
particularly true if you just got a new 
or preowned sled. Every sled needs a 
shakedown ride at the beginning of the 
season where you can assess the good, 
the bad and the ugly of your new ride 
and adjust accordingly. 

5. Please! Please never ride alone! The 
trail is a constantly changing environ-
ment where stuff happens all the time. It 
is great to have someone else with you to 
help you get out of a jam or heaven for-
bid, have to get you help. Don’t depend 
on your cell phone for this. There are a 
great many places on the trail with no 
cell service. Don’t have a friend to take 
on the trail? …make a new one. I have 
asked total strangers if I can ride along. 

6. Find new places to ride. There are 
10,500 miles of trail around the state. Get 
away from home and explore that area 
you always wanted to go to! If you are 
looking for a suggestion, I have many!

Stay safe and I will see you on the trail! l

MAIN ARTERY of one of 
NYS’s Snowmobile Trail System is

LOCATED DIRECTLY ON OUR 52 ACRE PROPERTY!

Ride up to the Inn at the Beeches ...�

PARK YOUR SLED DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF YOUR ROOM!

Proud sponsor of
Oneida County Snowmobiling

Weekend Fireside Dining and
Complimentary Transportation

to The Savoy our 
100 year old Family Restaurant

Rome’s Only Three Diamond
Full Service Lodging!

Rt. 26 North, Turin Road, Rome, NY 

Inn
Beechesat the

Caters To
Groups

• Keep us in mind 
for meeting and 

Conferences 
year Round!
• We honor 

Federal and State 
Per Diem rates

Deluxe Snowmobile Package includes…
Full American Breakfast Plenty of Parking for your Trailer

$8995

FOR THIS OFFER PLEASE CALL 1–800–765–7251

per nightStarting At

e
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Explore the possibilities at  
ontariotravel.net/goride

RIDE LIFE 
TO THE 

FULLEST
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nYSSA NEWS

The new york state snowmobile Association has an assertive government 
relations program.  Portions of the program include: educating the state 
legislature and Administration on the magnitude snowmobiling has on 

the state economy ($868 million annually); supporting/opposing legislation that 
impacts our membership and organizations; and providing public and written 
comments on the diverse actions of state agencies regulating where and how we 
can ride.  nyssA has implemented this program at all levels of government to 
engage with elected and appointed officials for the benefit of snowmobiling and 
its related activities.

The Importance of NySSA Government Relations

new york state 
snowmobile Political 
Action committee: 

your $.25 
at Work!  

 While NySSA has a strong and effective 
grassroots organization powered by the 
collective voice of its 235 clubs and the 90,000 
Ny snowmobile families, there is no substitute 
for a professional “boots-on-the-ground” 
lobbying presence at the State Capitol to 
augment this effort.
 Capitol Group, LLC continues to be our go-
to team for state lobbying in Albany, promoting 
the NySSA agenda as developed by the 
Government Affairs Committee members of our 
Board of Directors.  CG assists us in advancing 
our legislative agenda on the state level 
while The American Council of Snowmobile 
Associations provides guidance on the Federal 
level.

The new session
The upcoming 2016 State and Federal 
Legislative Session will present many 
challenges for NySSA. 

Continued on page 12
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Identification # 31-215-850-08920  •  Raffle License # 15328

2016 super raffle

  9  Two 8-hour Sled Rentals - Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Services
10  $500 Cash - Columbia County Sno-drifters
11  $500 Cash - Onondaga County Snowmobile Assn
12  1-night stay for 2, Honeymoon Suite & Breakfast - Inn at The Beeches
13  $400 Cash - Seven Valley Snow Goers Inc
14  2-night stay, Jacuzzi Suite, off peak - The Edge Hotel
15  $300 Cash - Erie County Federation of Snowmobile Clubs
16  The Ride Lite Classic Combo 2 pack - Quad County Snowmobile Club
17  $250 Gift Certificate - Delaware Sport Center
18  $250 Gift Certificate - Milton Cat
19  $250 Cash - Delaware Valley Ridge Riders
20  $250 Cash - Rock Tavern Sno Riders
21  $250 Cash - Shawangunk Snowmobile & Rescue Club
22  $250 Cash - Snowrats Snowmobile Club
23  $250 Cash - Northern Erie Sno-Seekers
24  2 nights Lodging & Hot Breakfast - Tailwater Lodge
25  Gift Certificate for Overnight Stay - 1000 Islands Harbor Hotel
26  $200 Gift Certificate - Arctic Adventures
27  $200 Gift Certificate - Bibbens Sales & Service
28  1 Weekday Nite Lodging & Golf & Cart for 2 - Byrncliff Resort
29  $200 toward Automotive Collision Repair - Carubba Collision
30  2-night stay at Charlie’s Inn & Dinner for 2 -Charlie’s Inn 
31  $200 Gift Certificate - DDS Motorsports
32  $200 Gift Certificate toward Polaris Helmet - Edelmann Sales

5th Prize:  2-day Snowmobile Rental for 2 & $100 GC to Melody Lodge - Village Motorsports, Speculator, NY
6th Prize:  $1,000 Cash donated by Fisk Distributing, Lyndonville, NY
7th Prize:  $1,000 Cash donated by the Snowmobile Clubs of Chautauqua County, NY
8th Prize:  Complete Woody’s Traction Package & $100 of Gear, donated by Woody’s

sponsored by

ononDAGA coUnTy snowmobile Assoc. inc. In support of N.Y.S. SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

$5,000 cash

or

or

or

33  $200 Gift Certificate - Hamburg Honda
34  $200 toward Dental Procedures - Hartnett Dental
35  $200 Gift Certificate - Quaker Boy Inc.
36  $200 Cash - Cattaraugus County Director, NySSA
37  $200 Cash - Cattaraugus County Federation
38  $200 Cash - Cranberry Lake Mountaineers
39  $200 Cash - Ful-Mont Snow Travelers SC
40  $200 Cash - Genesee SnoPackers
41  $200 GC to The Beeches - Inlet Barnstormers
42  $200 Cash - Penn Mountain Snowmobile Club
43  $200 Cash - Salisbury Ridge Runners
44  $200 Cash - Shawnee Sno Chiefs
45  $200 Cash - Washington Cty Assn of Snowmobile Clubs
46  $200 Cash - Oneida County Area Snowmobile Assn
47  $200 Cash - Wyoming County Federation
48  $200 Cash - Hilton Sno-Flyers Snowmobile Club
49  $200 Cash - Cayuga County Snowmobile Assn
50  2 Tickets to Pocono Raceway
51  $100 Cash - Childwold SnoPackers
52  $100 Cash - Herkimer County Trail & Trade Assoc
53  $100 Cash - O-T-Go SnoGoers
54  $100 Gift Certificate - West Rome Riders
55  $100 Cash - Tioga Ridge Runners
56  $75 Cash - yASTA

nys Arctic cat Dealers

2016 ArcTic cAT
zr 4000 lXr sleD

nys Polaris Dealers

2016 Polaris
indy 550 144 es sleD

nys ski-Doo Dealers

2016 skidoo
mXz sport 600 sleD

courtesy of nyssA - www.nysnowmobiler.com

The 1st Prize Winner will select one of the four prizes above; 2nd will choose next; 
3rd will choose next; and the 4th prize winner gets the remaining prize.

Drawing: April 30, 2016. Winners announced at the SLEDNY Educational Forum, Lake Placid Conference Center, Lake Placid, NY
Donation: $5.00 per ticket - Ticket holders do not need to be present to win.

winner’s cHoice! 

contact your
local club
for Tickets!

Tickets are still just $5.00! over $46,000 in Prizes!
ThANk YOu SPONSORS!
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more money for Trails
Perhaps most daunting is the status of the 
underfunded state Snowmobile Trail Fund.  
Registrations have simply declined over the 
last decade but the clubs are still required 

increased Penalties for Unregistered sleds
Most of us are diligent about registering 
and insuring our sleds before we go out on 
the trail.  Those who ride without a valid 
registration are basically stealing from the rest 
of us.  Currently, the highest penalty for this 
violation is $250, which is not quite enough 
to dissuade freeloaders from trying to get 
away without registering.  NySSA supports 
efforts to raise the fine for “no” registration 
and create a lower penalty for the improper 
display of the registration decal. 
 
online education 
There appears to be a concerted effort to 
make safety education for youth available 
through online education.  The NySSA Safety 
and Education Committee has expressed a 
concern that an online course without any 
hands-on interaction is not feasible as the 
sole method of instruction for young riders.  
NySSA will ensure that these concerns are 
shared with the policy makers and that partial 
in-person instruction remains an option in the 
youth education program.  

“Free” snowmobiling weekend
There is no doubt that we must do more to 
promote the sport if we are to continue to 
be a viable pastime in upstate. We must do 
more to promote the sport to new riders in 
New york State.  Last season working with 
the Governor’s office and building on our 
Take a Friend Snowmobiling program, we 
established a weekend where riders could 
come from out of state and ride our trails 
without securing a NyS registration.  This 

nYSSA NEWS

The Importance of NYSSA Government Relations - Continued

to maintain 10,500 miles of trail in order to 
receive any of the registration money to do so. 
NySSA is searching for a way to augment the 
amount of money in the Trails Fund without 
increasing snowmobile registration fees.

(518) 548-4521
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year, we will work with the Governor’s 
office to establish the details of this “FREE” 
weekend earlier in the season, so we can 
better promote it.  We are confident that if 
snowmobile riders come from neighboring 
states and Canada, they will come back again 
to enjoy what we have in NyS.  

Federal: recreational Trails Program
The Recreational Trails Program is part of 
the Federal Highway bill and provides grants 
to our snowmobile clubs.  Many of these 
grants have allowed our clubs to replace 
and upgrade grooming equipment which is 
very expensive.  Sometime this fall or early 
winter Congress must re-authorize the federal 
highway bill in the face of falling highway fuel 
tax revenue.  NySSA will be working with our 
federal representatives to ensure that the RTP 
stays part of the Federal Highway Bill. 

your $.25 donation to nys snowmobile PAc
Each year when you renew your membership 
you are provided the opportunity to contribute 
$.25 to the NyS Snowmobile Political Action 
Committee.  The NySSPAC is composed of 
current and past directors of NySSA as well 
as the Executive Director.  
 your continued support is needed for 
the NyS Snowmobile PAC.  The PAC is the 
mechanism by which snowmobile clubs and 
their members can pool their resources so 
they can have a larger and more concentrated 
voice in the political process.  PAC 
contributions are made directly to candidates 
for state elective office who have a history 
of supporting our issues, and provides 
opportunities for NySSA to personally meet 
with our representatives.
 Our presence in Albany has reached new 
heights over the years and we should be 
proud of our many accomplishments.  Such 
success comes from having many advocates 
among the state’s leaders who deserve our 
support.
 The PAC complies with all NyS election 
law requirements for filing reports. Over 85% 
of NySSA members contribute to the PAC, 
and although the $.25 is hardly noticed by 
individual members, that quarter adds up to 
a significant amount, which allows the PAC 
to project support to key public officials.  We 
thank everyone who contributes to the PAC 
and ask if you have not in the past, you will 
consider contributing in the future.  
 The importance of a viable and effective 
Political Action Committee cannot be 
overstated.  Please send your donation to the 
NyS Snowmobile PAC today and help us to 
achieve our goal. l

MAKE Chenango County 
YOUR NEXT DESTINATION!

Call for your free outdoor activity guide.

Find your winter adventure . . . 
snowmobiling, ice fishing 

& cross country skiing.

NEW & USED Snowmobile Parts Store 
New York’s LARGEST Indoor

•
GPS 8187 State Route 12 Barneveld NY 13304

Since 1965

315.896.HELP HUDONS.COM

Hudons Supertrax international.qxd  11/11/2014  12:43 PM  Page 1



Vol.5#114

Located in the southwestern corner of new york state between buffalo, new york 
and erie, Pennsylvania is a snowmobile heaven called chautauqua county. it is 
easily accessible via i-86 and i-90.  The average snowfall for the first decade of 

the millennium was 235 inches. 28 class A groomers, 450+ miles of trails, and trail 
variety like logging roads, farm fields, abandoned railroad beds, and wooded trails add 
to its charm. All trails and junctions are well signed and very well groomed. Trail guide 
maps, available free with membership to any of the 5 clubs, can be found at many 
businesses. Great signage and trail guide maps make it hard for visitors to get lost, a 
real plus when you are from out of the area.

Video Mike and Snowtrails TV spent 
5 days and 6 nights getting a taste of 
what the county has to offer. With 15+ 
lodging locations, 38+ food & drink 
establishments, 12+ gas stations, and all 
the major snowmobile dealerships either 
on the trail or just a short drive by car, we 
are truly the accessible wilderness.
 In the following five-day tour, just a 

few of the great businesses located in 
Chautauqua County are highlighted. 
Our success is due to our incredible 
Landowners, snowmobile friendly towns, 
and the continual work of the volunteers 
in our 5 clubs. The video is just a 
random sampling, so stop in and enjoy 
what Chautauqua County is all about: 
“Snowmobiling Excellence”.

Discover
chautauqua county

See this article as a video! 
Schedule info on page 20

By Ray Head, President; Jeff contino, 
Vice-President; and Paul Weatherlow, 

Secretary; all of the Snowmobile clubs 
of chautauqua county

PeeK’n PeAK 

RIDE NEW YORK:

chautauqua 
cOuNtY



PeeK’n PeAK: between Findley Lake and French Creek, on trail C4F, we have snowmobile 
friendly lodging with multiple restaurants spa, pool, convenience store, on-site gas, where 
you can ride from your door. And there’s a snowcross event held here at the end of March.

Interesting Note: if you stay in one of the many local hotels, they will provide you with a 
free download of a phone app for the trail system. Most also sell paper trail maps at the front 
desk.

D
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 1 Jeff Richards and other members from the 
Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club served 
as trail guides from Peek’n Peak to Pine 

Junction for breakfast. They travel C4F and 
C4D to get there.

Pine JUncTion: located 5 miles east of Findley Lake on trail C4D, in the woods among 
the tall pines, half the fun is just trying to find the place. A fun feature is a circular fire pit in 
the foyer upon entering by sled. There is ample parking for trucks and trailers.

3 seAs recreATion: After lunch, how about a ride towards Mayville, the Chautauqua 
county seat and hub of snowmobiling in the county. Mayville is on the north end of 
Chautauqua Lake and is extremely snowmobile friendly. It has the largest concentration of 
snowmobile amenities (food/gas/lodging) plus a DMV office. Travel S48 through the Mount 
Pleasant State Forest to C4 to get there. On to 3 Seas Recreation to check out a couple of 
the Chautauqua Lake’s 9 tracked groomers.

mUrDocKs: 
From Pine 
Junction, you can 
travel C4D to C4 
to S48, and arrive 
at a conveniently 
located lunch stop. 
Murdock’s on trail 
C, in Sherman, 
offers breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner; a 
bar with a separate 
dining area, and 
live music.

3 Seas Recreation, 
on trail C4 in 

Mayville, is a full service 
Polaris & aftermarket dealership.

HERE’S WHY 

 YOU 
NEED TO 
VISIT 

SUPERTRAXMAG.COM 
ON A REGULAR BASIS!

INSIGHT ON 
THE SLEDS WE RIDE 
You Won’t Find in the Magazine.

Some of the 
BEST ACTION VIDEOS 
You’ll Ever See.

Up-to-date Info on 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 
in the Snowmobile World.

TIPS on Suspension, Chassis, 
and Engine Setup.

Links to 
FACEBOOK and TWITTER 
that Allow You to Comment.

Previews and Links to 
FULL EPISODES 
of SnowTrax TV.

SuperTraxWebsiteAd.indd   1 2015-10-19   1:15 PM
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THe lAKeView: It’s a 
short ride up trail C4 to 
The Lakeview for dinner. 
On the other side of the 
C4 trail from The Lakeview 
is beautiful Chautauqua 
Lake. The Lakeview offers 
live entertainment, lunch 
& dinner daily, a late night 
menu, and has lodging 
available.

webbs: Lodging is also 
available nearby at Webb’s, also 

on trail C4, with full amenities 
(pool, candy shop, Webb’s 
Captains Table restaurant). 

you can ride from your 
room, and there 

is a large parking 
lot for trucks and 

trailers.

D
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 2 Continental breakfast at Webb’s before 
meeting Jeff Contino and others from the 
Cherry Creek Sno-Goers club. The group 

rode trail C4 through the Stockton State 
Forest, C4C around Cassadaga Lake and 
to Whiskey Hill Saloon for lunch.

wHisKey Hill: Whiskey Hill Saloon on trail C4 is a “cowboy atmosphere bar & grill, with lodging available.

Dave Higgs and others 
from the Cherry Creek Sno-
Goers took over after lunch 
and they got back on the 
trail. They rode to Rogers & 
Sons in Cherry Creek where 
they checked out a couple 
of Cherry Creek Sno-Goers’ 
9 large groomers (8 Tucker 
Sno-Cats and their 1 tractor 
with tracks). Rode trail S40A 
to C1C through Boutwell 
Hill State Forest into Cherry 
Creek. They stopped at Cherry Creek’s “Million Dollar View”, but it was overcast and they only got $5 
worth. Rogers & Sons: just off trail S12, is a full service Ski-Doo dealership.
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sleds     buy.com 

Buy or sell snowmobiles, 
ATVs and trailers on 

Canada’s largest classified 
powersports website.

A portion of each listing fee 
supports the trails you ride.

Sponsored by The Canadian Council 
of Snowmobile Organizations.

ccso-ccom

2sleds     buy.com 

Buy or sell snowmobiles, 
ATVs and trailers on 

Canada’s largest classified 
powersports website.

A portion of each listing fee 
supports the trails you ride.

Sponsored by The Canadian Council 
of Snowmobile Organizations.

ccso-ccom

2

Untitled-1   1 1/16/12   2:36:11 PM
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 3 Gary Risley and members from the Lake Effect Trailbreakers club 
met Video Mike at the Cherry Creek Inn and they were off. First 
stop was back at the “Million Dollar View” for a second look. All of 
Chautauqua County was laid out in the distance. This time of year 
it is mostly brown and white under a blue sky. Imagine the view 
during the Summer when everything is shades of green under a 
blue sky.

TrilliUm loDGe: A few more hours on the trail and the group got 
to the Cherry Creek Inn for check-in and a brief rest. They traveled 
C1C to S16 (Boutwell State Forest) to C1 to S18 to S18(back) into 
Sinclairville. The group picked up Video Mike again and they rode over 
to The Trillium for dinner via trail S12. The Trillium, just off trail S12 is 
lodge-themed with fireplace, restaurant & bar, serving lunch & dinner 
(Wednesday-Sunday), fine dining and pub grub.

cHerry creeK inn: 
After dinner, it was off to stay 
the night at the Cherry Creek 
Inn in Cherry Creek via S12 to 
C1C. Cherry Creek Inn B&B, 
on trail C4, is a Victorian Style 
bed & breakfast, including a 
restored barn with loft library, 
and an outdoor hot tub!

sinclAirVille sUPereTTe: After admiring the view, the 
group was off again. Later lunch was at the Sinclairville Superette. 
S18C to S18B to C1D to S18 through Hatch Creek State Forest to 
S18A through Harris Hill State Forest to C1D (again) into Kimball 
Stand then C4A into Bemus point. Sinclairville Superette. on trail 
S18C is a supermarket with an eat-in deli and a gas station.
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 4 In February, stop by Stateline Speedway in Busti for their “Winter 
Extravaganza”, a day of racing on the oval and drag racing through 
the pit area. There are youth Races on the go kart track side, and 
raced sleds, 2WD & 4WD ATVs, and side-by-sides on the snow 
covered 1/3 mile clay oval. Snowmobile drag races are held in the 
pit area. Last year was the first snowmobile event in the track’s 58 
year history! Hopefully it was the first of many more.

cHAUTAUqUA lAKe snowmobile serVices: After 
lunch Jamie Carlson and members from the Ellery Sno-Cruisers club 
met Video Mike and they ride off to Ellery Sno-Cruisers’ groomer barn 
for a tour. Later they stopped at the Bemus Point Golf Club and met 
Bryce Steffan from Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Services; Loud 
Performance Products, and The Rider’s Scope. Then it was time to take 
trail C4A to a club trail into Bemus Point.Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile 
Services offers rentals and guided tours. Loud Performance Products 
provides service and aftermarket parts for sleds and ATVs. Bemus 
Point Golf Club, Bemus Point, is on a club trail off C4A. It has a 
restaurant & bar, cross-country skiing, and is the home of a “Winter 
Fest” event. There’s plenty of truck and trailer parking.

Tom’s TAVern: After dinner, take a short drive down the road to 
Tom’s Tavern for a social gathering, via trails 4D to 4A to club trail 21. 
Tom’s Tavern in Maple Springs is a bar & grill with live music, located 
on the club Trail off C4A.

lAKesiDe inn: Maple Springs B&B, Maple Springs, on trail C4A – 
you can ride from the door, on the lakefront of Chautauqua Lake.

GUPPy’s: Next is a ride over to the 
Maple Springs B&B for check-in. After 
check-in and a little rest, the group 
picked up Video Mike and drove him to 
Guppy’s for dinner, via Club trail to C4A 
to trail S40. Guppy’s in Maple Springs, 
on a club trail off C4A, is open for dinner, 
with a heated outdoor bar & dining, kids 
menu, and a selection of over 60 beers to 
choose from. They are closed Mondays.
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 5 Joe Sorrento of Sunset Drifters met Video Mike early and they 
rode to the Bemus Point Golf Club for the first event of the day. 
The Ladies Ride was sponsored by Diva Snow Gear. 
Diva Snow Gear: available locally at 3 Seas Recreation

THe sPrinGs: How about a ride over to The Springs for 
breakfast, via trail C4A. The Springs: Maple Springs, on trail C4A, 
restaurant, lunch & dinner, breakfast on Sundays, homemade food 
and desserts, closed on Mondays.

wiTcH KiTcH:
Cruise the trails, but don’t 
forget to stop for lunch at 
Feegan’s Witch Kitch in 
Sinclairville. It’s a family-
friendly bar and grill on 
trail S18B serving lunch 
and dinner – try their 
stone oven pizza. 

sTeeners PUb: 
A good stop for dinner 

is Steener’s Pub in 
Greenhurst, on trail S43. 

It’s a bar and grill with a full 
dinner menu & pub food, 

convenience store and 
ethanol-free gas next door.

bemUs PoinT 
loDGe: 
Another great 
place to stay is 
the Bemus Point 
Lodge, a motel/
efficiency where 
you can once 
again ride from 
your room.

To setup your visit contact one of our clubs:
Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club: www.chautauquasnow.com
Cherry Creek Sno-Goers: www.cherrycreeksnogoers.com
Ellery Sno-Cruisers: www.ellerysno-cruisers.org
Lake Effect Trailbreakers: www.trailbreakers.com
Sunset Drifters: www.sunsetdrifters.net l

cHAUTAUqUA sUiTes: For your last night’s sleep in Chautauqua 
County, try the chautauqua suites: Mayville, accessible by club trail 
off C4. It features Olive’s Restaurant and the Bellini Lounge with a 9’ TV. 
There is a large parking lot for trucks and trailers.

Camden, Taberg, Rome, Boonville, & All Points In Between

GET AWAY & Explore
Our winters are among the finest in America. Boonville consistently 
ranks in the nation’s snowiest places, sometimes topping the list. With 
more than 500 miles (804km) of trails, it’s the perfect destination for 
snowmobiling. Take a ride around Oneida Lake, through the North 
Country, the Tug Hill Plateau, and the world-renowned Adirondack 
Park trails. 

Off the trail, take advantage of over 300 restaurants, local 
attractions, museums, sporting events, two casinos, brewery tours, 
and much more. 

Add some variety to your winter when you… 
get away to it all in Oneida County! 

TheGetawayRegion.com/snowmobiling
800.426.3132

® NYSDED, used with permission

TRAILS NEAR 
HOLLAND PATENT 
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The Snowmobile Clubs of Chautauqua County would like to 
thank Video Mike and Snowtrails TV.

With great snowfall, cold temperatures, and super groomed trails, 
Video Mike and Snowtrails TV truly discovered snowmobiling 
in Chautauqua County. you too can experience what our area 

has to offer. Just tune in to the Snowtrails TV video which airs on October 
24, 2015. Snowtrails TV is on the Destination America Network and is 
broadcast at 7:00 am, so set your DVR. It repeats on December 5, 2015 
(same bat time, same bat channel), or come and ride Chautauqua County 
for yourself.
 For more videos, check out these episodes including Video Mike’s visit 
to Tug Hill.

*episode #1301 broadcasts: week 7 on November 14, 2015
Michcanska – The epic snowmobile adventure of the Michcanska 
snowmobile club as 71 snowmobilers embark from Sault Ste. Marie 
Michigan riding 4,000 miles to TOK Alaska. A fundraiser for Diabetes.

*episode #1302 broadcasts: week 8 on November 21, 2015
British Columbia – SnowTrails TV visits the Pemberton Ice Caps in 
Pemberton BC. Part Two – We get familiar with FERNIE.BC, A family picnic 
with the Fernie Snowmobile Club and their new club house.

*episode #1303 broadcasts: week 9 on November 28, 2015
Quebec snowmobile hospitality at its finest on a 11 day snowmobile 
saddlebag expedition through the Abitibi Temiscaminque region with the 
Dark Side Adventure Tour group.

*episode #1305 broadcasts: week 5 on October 31, 2015 and Week 11 
on December 12, 2015
Pure Michigan Snowmobile fun to have in Munising Michigan in the UP. 
Then we visit the Indian River trail network in Northern MI.

*episode #1306 broadcasts: week 6 on November 7, 2015 and week 12 
on December 19, 2015
Tug Hill, New york is a featured destination. Then we visit Wyoming and 
ride out of Lava Mountain Lodge along Togwotee Pass.

episode #1307 broadcasts: week 13 on December 26, 2015
The KING OF THE HILL- Highlights from the last Jackson Hole Snowmobile 
Hillclimb championships. l

* These episodes are new to the Destination America network.

Photos by: Jane chaddock
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SMaLL INcREaSE FOR a 
BIG IMPact

If you have already joined your club you could not have 
avoided noticing that most club memberships went up $5 
this year.  On April 21, 2015 the club delegates who attended 

the NySSA Annual Meeting adopted a resolution calling for 
the minimum membership fee to go from $25 to $30.  Many 
clubs were already charging this higher amount.   Unfortunately, 
there was no alternative to implementing this modest increase 
in membership fees.  Eighty percent ($4) of the increase will go 
to the clubs with $1 dollar going to SLEDNy.  The clubs need 
the money to pay for trail maintenance.  The $1 to SLEDNy 
will assist the 501c3 not-for-profit in its snowmobile education 
mission and assist in bringing down the attendance cost of the 
Educational Forum.  Visit www.sledny.org  for more information 
on SLEDNy. The increase represents less than two gallons of 
fuel and we hope you understand that it is needed to keep the 
clubs doing what they do so well: maintain over 10,000 miles 

of trail. 
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For instance, it can refer to a sled that costs less but still delivers a lot 
for the size of its price tag. It can also refer to a vehicle that is noticeably 
light on equipment and offers only the bare essentials. It can point to a 
lack of power, a lack of options and a lack of substance, too - but that 
would be a pretty negative interpretation.
 The fact the sleds in this article are light in weight simply underscores 
the fact they’re good value. As anyone worth his carbide runners knows, 
it costs a lot of money and takes a tremendous amount of development 
time to design snowmobiles that weigh less. Add in a 4-stroke engine 
and the weight thing becomes even more of a challenge. Believe it or 
not, one of the most critical factors in getting decent performance out of 
4-stroke sleds is keeping their individual platforms light. Weight is not the 
only factor we’re concerned with here, though.
  Now the bad news: Reading this, if you’re completely obsessed with 
horsepower, it may be a good time to find something else to do. This 
duo of 4-stroke tourers is not going to stir up the adrenal glands much. 
The truth is this: Their strengths are in their strength. Huh? The fact these 
two have bulletproof engines and are built on completely modern and 
up-to-date, durable platforms means they will live incredibly long lives 
and perform their duties for many, many years. 

ski-Doo Grand Touring sport Ace 600
It would be pretty naive to think Arctic Cat didn’t have its corporate eye-

lids batted at this sled for a while. Why? It’s been the king of the rental 
market ever since Ski-Doo introduced its 60-hp 600 ACE five years ago. 
This twin cam 4-stroke purrs like a Hollywood vamp and has eight tiny 
valves the size of dimes. It’s as close to a precision instrument as you’ll 
ever see in the snow-mo-biz. It’s been as reliable as a parish priest and 
offers fuel economy at a level only found in Teslas, Nissan Leafs and 
Chevy Volts. Since those vehicles barely use any fossil fuels at all and not 
wanting to be accused of exaggeration, we’ll just say this: The ACE 600 
is the most gas miserly engine in snowmobiling, bar none.  
 There was a day not long ago when 60-stallions was an acceptable 
and even popular level of power output for a snowmobile. Today, with 
median power at close to 100-ponies, it sometimes feels like you could 
step off this ACE at full cry and text a friend - or as someone said re-
cently: “My grandmother can swim faster than that.”
 Okay, power is not its forte but there are other considerations. First, 
this sled is now offered on Ski-Doo’s XS platform. This is the most recent 
BRP snowmobile technology and it offers better wind protection both 
for the upper and the lower body and has the most recent switchgear 
Ski-Doo offers. Seating is ample, the riding position is near-perfect and 
dare we even mention it, it looks good, too. Its 40-liter gas tank will take 
you to Nome and home again and although it does not benefit from 
Ski-Doo’s RAS 2 high roll centre front end or use rMotion at the rear, its 
13.4-inch-deep SC 5M skidframe and 137-inch RipSaw (1.25 lugs) pro-
vide extremely good traction and a stellar ride. Twin tube gas cell shocks 
are used all around - and they are completely adequate.
 Frankly, once we shed our expectations of NHRA-level acceleration 
we’ve been pleasantly surprised at how nice the Sport is to ride on a 

Although the snowmobile galaxy has been pretty much 
obsessed with weight (or the lack thereof) the last decade 
or more, the term lightweight can also mean other things.

Arctic cat Pantera 3000 & Ski-Doo Grand touring Sport Ace 600

LIGhtWEIGhtS
Light On Power, Heavy On Value.
Supertrax Staff Report

Using the Xs platform and combining it 
with the jewel-like 600 Ace means you 

get great mileage and super range. The 
comfort level is very high with this sled 

because of its warm bodywork, excellent 
suspension and comfy seating.
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sunny winter day with a passenger onboard and enough time to smell 
the roses along the way. We’d have no hesitation putting a novice rider 
in the driver’s seat or handing the controls over to a wife or teenager. 
Its super-light thumb effort, drive-by wire throttle with learning key and 
3-mode power delivery, flat-out takes the worry out of turning driving 
duties over to less experienced drivers.
 Other good stuff: Mechanical reverse and e-start are includ-
ed; driver and passenger handwarmers, DESS security system, 
reverse position throttle and a power outlet are also appreciated. 
The windshield is a huge thing and offers incredible wind shelter 
without looking, dare we say, ugly. Rear seating is spacious and 
comfortable and although the backrest isn’t adjustable, it is there.
 Spooling the ACE up through its clutches, it feels strong on 
takeoff and then settles into a fairly tame upshift. We felt the sled 
worked almost the same with one passenger as it did with two but, of 
course, that depends on the sum total weight of the two you’ve got 
seated. 
 All in all, in today’s dollars, this sled is a lot of snowmobile for its 
$9,649.00 price tag. It ain’t cheap but it does give a surprising amount of 
payback. 

Arctic cat Pantera 3000
Arctic Cat’s snowmobile engines now come from four different sources. 
Suzuki still builds Cat’s 1,056cc 4-stroke twin and its 500 and 800cc 
2-strokes. yamaha supplies the much-loved 1049cc 4-stroke triple, and 
Cat’s own engine plant in St. Cloud, Minnesota builds the 600 C-TEC2. 
Number four supplier is Kymco and that off-shore company builds the 
new 700cc 4-stroke twin Cat is using in several models this year.
 This Kymco makes 65-hp, is a twin-cammer with single throttle body 
EFI and has been used for over a year in Cat’s off-road side-x-side prod-
uct menu. In that application it has proven to be impressive, deliver-
ing plenty of torque and decent top speed. In the high-friction world 
of snowmobiling, this mill’s output is much tamer even though its gas 
mileage is pretty incredible. 
 That was exactly the target Arctic Cat wanted to hit. Because the EPA 
has been furrowing its brows at fan-cooled twins of late, barring new 
tech innovation, those engines are pretty much headed the way of the 
brontosaurus. Cat needed a clean, efficient, small displacement 4-stroke 
to satisfy the utility, entry-level and rental markets both now and in the 
future. We had fully expected yamaha to be the supplier of such an en-
gine and had completely overlooked the fact Cat had been doing ATV 
business with Kymco for several years. Voila, a new opportunity!

 Inserting this en-
gine in the ProTour chassis 

was miraculous. This engine 
bay now accepts three differ-

ent 4-strokes (one with a turbocharger) and four different 2-strokes. All 
versions are icons of handling prowess and do their job so well you’d 
almost think Cat designed them solely with those engine combos from 
the beginning. The Kymco twin is totally at peace in this envelope and 
provides quiet, smooth operation with a very nice, broad-based power-
band. yes, you’re still only playing with 65-hp but its torque output from 
engagement up to mid-range is surprisingly good and although its top 
speed levels off at about 70 mph, the sled never feels overworked or 
taxed to its max.
 It’s no secret Cat has moved to TEAM clutches on many of its 2016 
models but this isn’t one of them. Instead, the engineers have dialed-in 
the old Cat-manufactured 6-post primary and reverse secondary, which 
incidentally works extremely well at this power level.
 We were surprised to learn the Pantera 3000 uses a coupled 146-inch 
Slide-Action skidframe with torque links. The track only has one-inch 
lugs, but believe us, there’s more than enough traction here and with 
that track length, incredible flotation with two onboard. Cat has upgrad-
ed to four IFP gas shocks and adjustable-width 6-inch wide skis with 
dual carbides. Of course, there’s electric start and reverse and touring 
stuff like an adjustable rear seat backrest, heaters and a nice-looking 
warm windshield. There’s even a huge hard-cover rear storage compart-
ment that just shouts value. 
 Speaking of value, the Pantera 3000 goes for $10,799.00 and con-
sidering its shock, storage and backrest upgrades, extra track length, 
larger engine and the fact it only lists for $1,150 more than the Grand 
Touring Sport, the higher price is definitely justified.
 As it is, this is a very attractive snowmobile that probably goes beyond 
“entry level” and hits the touring market squarely where tons of buyers are 
hanging out.  l

yet another cat engine source, 
Kymco, provides a torquey, pleasant 

powerplant to keep Arctic cat’s 
4-stroke program humming. The 

Pantera 3000 is a pretty luxurious 
offering with an impressive 

equipment list.
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Last march, i spent a wintry weekend in speculator, ny at the southern edge of the Adirondacks. i would recommend this 
experience to just about everyone, with a few exceptions. let me explain: if you are the type of person that hates to break out of 
the norm, you don’t enjoy a laid-back attitude, and you hate nature - this would not be my pick for you. For everyone else, i say 

grab your sled, head for c4/8, pick a trail, and make the most of the end of winter.

 tOP 7 REaSONS NOt tO SLED IN SPEcuLatOR
By: Kim Andresen

Getting on track:
Let’s set the stage... It’s mid-March in the 
Adirondacks. We are getting bored with win-
ter; in Lake Placid we are about to hit the 
2-month mark for consistently below freez-
ing temps. We have skied both downhill and 
cross-country; snowshoed, tobogganed, ice-
skated, made snow angels and snowmen. 
We have Cabin Fever. We need something 
new. Enter the downstate Bendell boys -they 

have an outing in mind.
 Luckily, I am the type of person that enjoys 
a new experience, so when I heard the plans 
of a snowmobiling weekend, I jumped at the 
opportunity. Now, I was on a sled last year for 
a couple of hours, at night, on a trail that runs 
the power lines near Paul Smiths, Ny. Besides 
that, I have only been out maybe 2 or 3 times 
when I was a teen (yes, a long time ago), and 
then it was in a field. So, I’m going to put out 

there that I am a newbie. Luckily, my partner 
Greg, his brother David, and nephew Josh, 
are experienced riders and showed a great 
deal of patience with my many questions. (It 
probably helped that I was wearing a helmet 
and for the most part couldn’t be heard!)
 I did have a few take-aways that seemed 
to sum up the experience, so I put them into 
a list, because that’s just the type of person 
I am...

7

6

If you’re looking for a long, tedious 
drive that has you trailering your sleds 
for half the weekend, well, this just is 
not the destination for you.
 Here’s the thing about Speculator... 
When deciding where to meet up it 
was the ideal location; a bit over 2 
hours south for us, about 2.5 hours 
north for the downstaters. Actually, 
it’s pretty much the perfect place to 
meet up from anywhere in Ny. Lo-
cated in the southern Adirondacks, 
it’s an easy drive from most places in 
Ny, southern Canada, and Western 
Vermont.

If you’d rather push a shopping cart than 
push your limits, and you embrace a hori-
zon full of major highways and strip malls, 
this is not the destination for you.

iF the convenience of the location just doesn’t work for you.

iF you like bright lights and big cities more than bright stars and towering trees.

 With hundreds of miles of trails laid 
out before you, there are no stoplights or 
crowds to slow you down. Day or night, the 
trails are open and the snow is just waiting 

for you to hit it. We managed to do around 
50 miles in the morning, and 79 miles in the 
afternoon - and we didn’t even come close 
to hitting the immediate terrain!
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If you enjoy road 
rage and would 
rather be flipping 
someone off 
than flipping up 
your helmet and 
feeling the fresh 
wintry air in your 
face, Speculator 
is not for you.
 We had been 
lucky to rent one 
of the last sleds 
available from 
Village Rentals 
in downtown 
Speculator. And, 
while I am a total 
control-freak, I 

also have horrible depth perception, so I think it was a lucky twist of fate that we ended up with 
a 2-up. I did get a chance to drive, but opted for the back ragdoll seat by choice. I honestly 
don’t know if I would have been comfortable navigating some of the backwoods trails that we 
ended up on. Side note: call as soon as you know you need to rent a sled, we hear they are 
usually sold out most weekends!

5

4

3

iF you’re not up on your sled-iquette.

iF you are a recluse and don’t want to encounter friendly folk.

iF you can’t stand eating good food at affordable prices.

Three Quick Trail Lessons:
I knew nothing of basic sled etiquette 
when we hit the trail. I quickly learned that 
groomers have the right of way - so pull 
over and wave thanks to the man keeping 
the trail pristine!
 Next lesson was a bit more confusing: 
We were riding in front of our pack of 3 
sleds and I’ll shamefully admit I couldn’t 
understand why Greg kept giving every-
one the peace sign. Even more confus-
ing were the folks that were replying with 
a power-to-the-people closed-fisted air 
pump. Eventually I started to pick up on 
the silent lingo... We were being polite - 2 
sleds were following ours; the fist repre-
sented the end of the group. 
 Finally I had to accept that I had no con-
trol from the backseat and needed to just 
give in, hold on, and enjoy the ride. I got 
this!

If you don’t like strangers 
saying hello and smiling with 
a knowing camaraderie, the 
Adirondacks are not for you.
While riding a sled could eas-
ily be a fairly individual sport, 
you will, at some point, have 
to stop - if for no other reason 
than to refuel.
 And, as with most activi-
ties in the Park, the people 
you encounter are more than 
willing to say hello and chat 
for a bit. What trails were you 
on? How were the condi-
tions? Where are you from? 
Did you hear Oak Mountain 
has a band tonight? I see you 
like coffee, make sure you 
stop at Common Grounds 
Cafe before you leave... 
The information flew freely, 
and the coffee was great! 

If you’re looking for a seven-course meal 
with cloth napkins, fine wines, and a fancy 
dress-code, Speculator probably isn’t the first 
choice of a vacation destination for you.
 Let me qualify that: you can certainly 
choose to eat in the beautiful dining room at 
the Melody Lodge; but when you pull up to 
their doors after a wild day on the trails, and 
you take off your helmet to free your crazy 

hair, I’m betting a cold beer and full plate at 
their pub area will be more your style. (The 
four of us ate apps & dinner for under $90) In-
sider tip: try the buffalo shrimp appetizer and 
the hand-cut chips. I will definitely return for 
seconds!
 Of course, nothing says Adirondack break-
fast like bacon-stuffed pancakes and maple 
syrup. Personally, I had a few minutes to 

spare and stopped by the Sunrise Diner. It 
was an awesome choice. Not only did I fill my 
belly, I got a good serving of local gossip and 
an endless cup of  coffee (all for $10!).
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If you expect to open your hotel door to a 
waiting valet instead of your waiting sled, 
Speculator might not be the choice for you.

iF you despise comfortable bed-to-sled-to-trail lodging.

iF you hate fresh, wide, well-groomed trails/you hate winding, narrow, skill-testing trails.

 If you’re looking for perfectly comfortable 
accommodations, friendly hosts, and the con-
venience of actually walking out of your room 

and getting onto your snowmobile instead of 
into your car, you’ve found your paradise.
As we pulled into our hotel for the night, the 
first thing I saw was a pickup truck unloading 
a sled onto a snowbank at the edge of the 
lake. That seemed pretty telling.
 We stayed at the Lake Pleasant Lodge 
and honestly, we couldn’t have been happier. 
As a first-timer, I was a bit shocked to look 
around the parking lot and realize there were 
more sleds than cars parked in front of the 
rooms. But really, what would you expect? 
This quaint little hotel is literally right on the 
shore of Lake Pleasant (hence the name), with 
direct access to many sled trails, just south of 
Speculator’s center. Oh, and major bonus: the 
whole hotel has radiant floor heating - I hate 
cold feet!
Side note: With a beautiful view of the lake 
from our room, I can only imagine how much 
fun it will be to visit in the summer. There is a 
patio and gazebo available to the guests and 
I heard rumors of a beautiful sandy beach. I 
have visions of putting in our boat and trolling 
around the lake on a fine, sunny day (that may 
be a bit of the cabin fever talking).

If you hate variety, fun, and a true Adiron-
dack sledding experience, Speculator and 
the Hamilton County trails are not for you.
 If, however, you want to ride some of the 
freshest, coolest trails in the Adirondacks, 
I say get your sled out now. Right Now. Go 
see what you’ve been missing.
 In the morning I had an amazing, relax-
ing time on wider, freshly groomed trails. 
We went for miles and miles in the fresh air, 
saw a good deal of wildlife, and had a great 
time.

 In the afternoon, we took to different ter-
rain. The trails were a bit more rutted, the 
trees surrounding us closely on all sides, 
the experience more like a wild adventure.
 We flew across a number of lakes, 
“What!? There’s not a speed limit on the 
ice!?”
 We saw a crazy, beautiful, fox-coyote-
wild-dog something, something.
 We had a stare-down with a huge deer 
and her two little ones.
 We found some unique places with 

unique names - Outhouse Corners, anyone?
 The evening saw us taking it a bit slower 
as we took one last ride under the starry-
starry sky. How lucky were we that it was a 
full-moon weekend!?
 How cool was it that when we walked into 
the restaurant, in our full outdoor gear, the 
host pointed to a shelf built specifically for 
helmets?
 How awesome was it that I managed to 
survive a weekend with the boys and only 
fell off the sled once?  
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Hit the Trails
So, yeah, if you don’t want to have a 
great time in an awesome location, I 
say: “Don’t sled in Speculator.” If, how-
ever, you’re up for a good old time, this 
is definitely the place you should be. 
Now. Get there now. Here’s the links 
to places to stay, places to rent sleds, 
places to eat...! Go now, and say I sent 
you - it won’t get you a discount, but at 
least it’ll prove I was actually working. 
(If you can call having an amazing time 
spending a day on the trails in Specula-
tor “work”!) l

About the Author: My son’s favorite 
question is, “what are we doing fun 
today?” On the weekends, you would 
think we were tourists: we like to take 
advantage of the numerous activities 
that visitors to the Adirondack region 
drive hours to partake in. Most of our 
adventures are spur of the moment, in-
spired by something myself or my part-
ner has read about in the events calen-
dar, online, or through word-of-mouth 
from coworkers and friends. Some-
times we choose a family-friendly hike 
such as Cobble Hill or a walk around 
Mirror Lake, other days you can find us 
biking on random back roads outside of 
Saranac Lake, or camping in one of the 
numerous spots within driving distance 
to our home-base: along the beautiful 
Adirondack Coast of Lake Champlain, 
in the mountainous tract that encom-
passes Schroon Lake, or further west 
into the Old Forge area. Some week-
ends, we do all of the above. We are an 
ambitious crew that ranges in size de-
pending on the weekend - often drag-
ging visiting family and friends along 
for the fun. We love a good adventure, 
and admittedly I like a good deal (who 
doesn’t?) so I can often be found whip-
ping out my smart phone to see what’s 
happening on the cheap. Say, ‘Hi’ and 
pose for my camera if you see us com-
ing through - you’ll recognize us by the 
enthusiastic 5-y-o leading the way!  l

- Kim Andressen

Places to stay: 
adirondackexperience.com/
where-to-stay
rent sleds: 
adirondackexperience.com/recreation/
snowmobiling 
eat: adirondackexperience.com/
discover/dining 

SPEcuLatOR

T he abandoned Altmar Elementary 
School was purchased by a Syra-

cuse-based property development com-
pany and transformed into a luxurious 
upscale hotel and convention center. 
 Tailwater Lodge is a 42-room, 
42,000-square-foot facil ity that opened 
in February, 2014. The multimillion-dollar resort 
features a classy, upscale restaurant and bar, 
large meeting rooms and wide hallways, with 
former classrooms retrofitted into hotel rooms. 
 It’s less than 10 minutes from Pulas-
ki off exit 36 on Interstate 81. Head east 
on Route 13. When you enter Altmar vil-
lage limits you can’t miss the unmistak-
able 85-year-old school building on the left. 
 The exterior is slightly modified with a 
large, green drive-under veranda that im-
mediately suggests you’re at a remote Ad-
irondack-style lodge. Inside, the sugges-
tion is confirmed: Common areas are filled 
with leather chairs and fur rugs. There’s 
a classy front desk area and a fly-fishing 
shop filled with high-end clothing and gear. 
 Then there’s the old gym-auditorium, now an 
area that contains a bar, lounge, restaurant and 
conference rooms. Directly behind the gorgeous 
horseshoe bar is the old stage, outfitted with a 
handcrafted, rustic wood pool table and dart 
boards surrounded by leather seating.

RIDE NEW YORK:
taILWatER LODGE, 
aLtMaR

The dining area is next to the bar, separated 
by a row of birch trees. At the end of the area 
there’s a stone fireplace with a very large flat-
screen TV above with more leather chairs and 
couches.  The menu could be summed up as 
comfort food with a gourmet touch. 
 Tailwater Lodge is a property of the Wood-
bine Group, based in Syracuse. The con-
version of old hotels and buildings is their 
specialty.  In Syracuse, the development 
company owns and operates the Genesee 
Grand Hotel, Parkview Hotel and Hotel Sky-
ler, formerly a synogogue built in 1921.  The 
Skyler, on the campus of Syracuse Univer-
sity, is an eco-friendly and LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) hotel. 
 Experience the snowmobiling experience 
of the Tug Hill Region from a different starting 
point! The Kasoag Trailblazers maintain Cor-
ridor trail C5A, which can be accessed right 
from the Lodge. l

TAilwATer loDGe I 52 Pulaski St., 
Altmar, N.y. I (315) 298-3434 I 
tailwaterlodge.com 
 
resTAUrAnT HoUrs: 5 to 9 p.m. Mon. - 
Thurs. 12p.m. to 10 p.m. Fri. - Sun. 

Kasoag Trailblazers: 
kasoagtrailblazers.net 
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Snowmobiling with Family and Friends

Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trails Coordinator, jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com

I’ve told the story many times of how my father got me into this sport and how an unfortunate accident to my mom ended up with 
an 8 year old boy, who loved to ride with his dad on a snowmobile and being outside, acquiring his own snowmobile to ride at 
such a young age. My parents took me out riding beginning at about the age of 3 years old, but getting my own sled was the thrill 

of my young life. I rode that brand new 1973 Ski-Doo ELAN 250T until I was 17, working on it for hours just to ride it until it broke 
down again. But sometimes other snowmobiling memories from my youth come back to me now & then that make me chuckle, 
helping me recall some of the other fun times that forged the passion into me that I also must credit as I enjoy riding with my own 
family and our snowmobile friends now.

 My Aunt Kathy and neighborhood friend 
Ted were big influences on me when we 
would snowmobile together. We’d ride for 
miles and miles around “the neighborhood” 
near my grandparent’s house.  The bond 
we formed from riding with family and 
friends has been carried with me for over 
35 years now, as for my friend Ted and I 
still regularly ride together with other new 
friends that we have found over the years 
that have the same passion as we have.
 I introduced my wife into snowmobiling 
the year we got married and we had 3 
daughters who we also introduced into 
the sport, all at about 3 years old. They all 
loved it and two of our kids continue to ride 

with my wife and I as often as possible. I’m 
hopeful that they will stay in the “snowbelt 
region” and continue being a snowmobiler. 
I see that my volunteer efforts have rubbed 
off my kids, as all of them help out with 
club events and have extended that to 
volunteering for other organizations as well. 
 Thinking back to these early days when 
riding with my family & friends and then 
to the many times I have taken others for 
“their first ride” with me also has me thinking 
about the rides that our friends and my 
family go on now. Many times, a weekend or 
a full week away for snowmobiling is what 
we like to do. But mostly our main group of 
anywhere from 6 to 15 people gets together 

for a big ride each weekend. We decide 
where to meet and on which day (mostly 
Saturdays, but Sundays sometimes if not 
both days). Generally, most of the group has 
ridden for years and are very experienced, 
but we have introduced new riders to our 
sport too. As we ride along crossing many 
roads, we have a system where the lead rider 
sets up at the road and another experienced 
“dad” or friend will stop to direct the sleds 
according to the vehicle traffic. As I look 
back after crossing, I find myself smiling 
as I see my wife and daughters along with 
my close friends riding together and forging 
those same types of memories as I had 
when I was young.
 In our group, there are a few couples that 
don’t have kids, as well as a family with 3 
kids that all have their own sleds. We have 
friends of friends join us here and there, 
and our group gets a little big sometimes. 
Anyone who rides regularly knows how a 
great ride can end abruptly if a sled breaks 
down and the rest of the group all takes care 
of that person to make sure that they gets 
back safely. It happens, and we all accept it 
while sometimes being disappointed when 
a planned long ride turns into a shortened 
one. But true snowmobilers know that we all 
stick together and help others on the trail. 
“Snowmobilers helping snowmobilers” is a 
real thing! 
 Back to our rides…many times we 
meet on the trail in a specific location, or 
at Verona Beach State Park. We can head 
in any direction from there. We put the 
younger kids driving their own sleds in the 
middle of the pack and have experienced 
riders leading and bringing up the rear. We 
plan trips that have regular amenities along 
the way so to allow everyone the chance 
to stop to grab a bite to eat or just warm-
up with the kids getting hot chocolate. The 
best rides are the ones where the clubs post 
the correct signage to help with navigation 
and knowing where the hazards and sharp 
turns are, allowing the group to safely pass 
through. Conversely, the worst rides have 
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always been where the signage was the 
worst and/or the trail grooming seemed 
non-existent. It’s my belief that many clubs 
build trails to restaurants and gas stations/
convenience stores. Those businesses can 
do a great amount of revenue from those 
trails, but when riders get lost and/or don’t 
enjoy their ride due to no grooming, many 
won’t come back. The businesses don’t 
have as many customers. Then local clubs 
don’t get the businesses’ financial support 
any longer. Safe, signed and groomed trails 
are key to riders enjoying trails.
 As I stated, occasionally we get to 
be joined by a new rider to our group. 
Sometimes they have just gotten into 
snowmobiling or they recently decided to 
get back into the sport after being away for 
a while. Many don’t know the trails or where 
the snowmobile-friendly amenities are 
located. We have always accepted these 
riders along for the day and appreciate 
showing them our local trails as well as 
accommodate them on longer rides where 
we are also new to those areas. The “Take 
a Friend Snowmobiling” program that is a 
nation-wide effort to get people to ride a 
sled is a very popular promotion. NySSA 
has promoted this for many years now, but 
never really took a big approach of being 
involved until a couple of years ago. It 
was pretty interesting to see the faces of 
those people that had never ridden a sled 
before these events. Even more exciting is 
when we hear from a rider who decided to 
get back into the sport or to get involved 
for the first time after one of the NySSA-
promoted events. For more info, see 
our website for dates in 2016 at: www.

takeafriendsnowmobilingny.org .  
 And here’s some pointers to getting 
involved more with the the TAFS promotion:

1. Find a friend who rides: 
I am sure that it wouldn’t be too hard to find 

a friend that has an extra snowmobile that 
they’d allow you to take for a short ride, 
in order to introduce you to their sport. 
Besides the sled, of course you’d have 
to have apparel to ride comfortably and 
safely, like a warm jacket and pants, gloves, 

Everything You Need To Know About Rides, Itineraries, Destinations and Gear

Discover Canada’s most popular site for touring riders!
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boots, and a helmet to start. Borrowing 
these items will get you on your way to 
seeing for yourself if this is for you. I know 
quite a few people that were introduced to 
snowmobiling by being lent someone else’s 
gear and snowmobiles who loved it, and 
still ride today. 

2. Visit a dealer or attend a snowmobiling 
show:
A snowmobile show is a great place to start 
if you’re just discovering snowmobiling 
or thinking about getting back into it.  
Attending a show allows you to check out 
different brands & models of snowmobiles 
while being able to talk to numerousdealers 
and other enthusiasts about what 
would best fit you. There are over 1,800 
licensed snowmobile dealers in the United 
States who can help you decide which 
snowmobile is best for you,based on your 
planned usage and within your price range. 
Snowmobile pricing starts at $2,000 for 
a good used model and between $6,000 
and $14,000 for a new one. In the heart of 
the central Ny snowbelt, Oneida County 
is home to some of the best snowmobile 

Ride Chautauqua
There is no snow like the lake effect snowfalls of western New York. Sled on 
400 miles of groomed trails over old railroad beds, open fields, forests, and

 seasonal roads. Enjoy the ride, then relax at the Peek’n Peak Ski Resort and Spa, 
try some ice wine in Lake Erie Wine Country, or stop by a winter festival. Snowmobile 

trails open a week before Christmas, weather permitting. Call the trail conditions 
hotline for updates: 1-800-242-4569; press 2 for Chautauqua County.

 
Play. Laugh. Learn and Stay.

866-908-4569  tourchautauqua.com
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dealers in NyS. Stop in and check them all 
out before deciding on one brand of sled 
to purchase or which model suits best your 
riding ability. A good suggestion that I like 
to pass on is “just because you can afford 
to buy that biggest, fastest snowmobile 
made doesn’t mean you SHOULD buy 
it”… ride within your ability for yours and 
everyone else’s sake.

3. licensing and safety:
New york State (along with all snow States) 
require a yearly registration sticker to be 
affixed to the side cowling (NOT the metal 
tunnel) of the snowmobile.  Registration 
information can be easily obtained through 
the NyS DMV offices or website; through the 
New york State Snowmobile Association’s 
website; and the local snowmobile club’s 
websites. There is a complete set of 
regulations that snowmobile riders must 
adhere to. The best place for a new rider 
to become aware of these rules and to see 
for themselves what snowmobile safety is 
all about should attend one of the many 
NyS Snowmobile Safety Courses that are 
help each year. Both the rules and course 

locations/dates are available at the 
www.nysparks.state.ny.us/recreation/
snowmobiles website.

4. Find a location to snowmobile:
There are 225,000 miles of marked 
and groomed trails to explore in North 
America, with 10,500 miles of funded 
trails here in NyS. Inquire with a local 
club familiar with their trail system and 
riding area near you. The local businesses 
that support snowmobiling will have trail 
maps that will show you were the trails 
are and interesting destinations they can 
lead you to. Tourism offices as well as the 
Chambers of Commerce in the local area 
you will snowmobile will also be effective 
resources to gather more information 
from.

5. locate a snowmobile rental shop:
There are snowmobile rental locations 
in NyS. Do a website search for “NyS 
snowmobile rentals” to find out where they 
are. Prices are surprisingly inexpensive 
when one considers the actual cost of 
the machine, insurance, and registration 
fees. Reserve your sled(s) and I think 
you’ll be hooked!

6. Visit www.gosnowmobiling.org:
For those interested in learning 
more about snowmobiling, the www.
gosnowmobiling.org website is an 
excellent tool for website guidance 
and educational materials. It provides 
information for the experienced 
snowmobiler on getting started in 
snowmobiling, dealers, places that may 
rent snowmobiles, destinations to check 
out, and much more.
  So, take advantage of the winters 
we have in NyS by going out there and 
seeing for yourself if snowmobiling may 
be for you! I like to say “you either ride 
a snowmobile or ski as a Ny resident, 
OR you complain all winter long!”. And to 
me, snowmobiling with my family and our 
friends are great memories that we can 
all remember many years from now. And 
hopefully our attempts to bring others into 
the sport of snowmobile riding will result 
in more passionate people bringing their 
friends in to enjoy as well. Remember to 
always ride right between the signs and 
posts, respect the landowners, think 
about the other riders on the trails, pay 
attention to the signs placed on the trails 
for everyone’s safety, … BE SAFE, and 
enjoy the NyS snowmobile trails. l
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Trade My Sled promotion valid August 21, 2015, through December 28, 2015. All makes and model sleds accepted as trade vehicles. All trades are up to the dealer’s discretion. Limit 
one (1) trade-in unit per new unit purchased. Copy of state registration in customer’s name must accompany trade-in unit as proof of ownership. Offer valid for any new 2011-2016 
Yamaha Snowmobile (except SRX 120 and ’16 Spring Power Surge models). See dealer for complete details. © 2015 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

T H E  Y A M A H A

S A L E S  E V E N T

          SPECIAL 
FINANCING OFFERSTRADE-IN

ALLOWANCE

$500
CUSTOMER CASH

GET UP TO

$800

TRADE 
MY SLED
TRADE
MY SLED

+ +

Visit your nearest Yamaha dealer or Pro Yamaha dealer (in red) today. 
For more Yamaha dealers, visit yamaha-snowmobiles.com.

ALPIN HAUS SKI SHOP 
INCORPORATED

4850 STATE HIGHWAY 30
AMSTERDAM, NY
ALPINHAUS.COM

BIG MOOSE YAMAHA INC
5511 ROUTE 28
EAGLE BAY, NY

BIGMOOSEONLINE.COM

BLEVINS BROS., INC.
7384 STATE HIGHWAY 68

OGDENSBURG, NY
BLEVINSBROS.NET

BLEVINS MOTORS, INC.
6683 STATE HIGHWAY 56

POTSDAM, NY
BLEVINSMOTORS.NET

BROWNELL’S SALES & SERVICE
11541 STATE ROUTE 40

SCHAGHTICOKE, NY
BROWNELLSMOTORSPORTS.COM

CAPRARA’S OUTDOOR WORLD 
OF PULASKI

3872 STATE ROUTE 13
PULASKI, NY

CAPRARAOUTDOOR.COM

CLAYTON MARINA SALES & 
SERVICE INC.

50 STATE ST
CLAYTON, NY

CLAYTONMARINA.COM

CNY POWER SPORTS LLC
3871 ROUTE 11
CORTLAND, NY

CNYPOWERSPORTS.COM

D & D POWER SPORTS
4527 STATE ROUTE 410

LOWVILLE, NY
DDRACING.COM

DELAWARE SPORT CENTER LLC
30104 STATE HIGHWAY 10

WALTON, NY
DELAWARESPORTCENTER.NET

DON GEORGES SPORTS CTR INC
10295 MAIN ST
CLARENCE, NY

DONGEORGE.COM

DUTCHESS RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES INC

737 FREEDOM PLAINS RD
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY
DUTCHESSREC.COM

EAST SIDE YAMAHA
1 MILTON ST

BELMONT, NY
EASTSIDEGARAGE.COM

EDINBURG MARINA & 
POWERSPORTS
140 N SHORE RD
NORTHVILLE, NY

EDINBURGMARINA.COM

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS, LLC.
2292  STATE ROUTE 12
HUBBARDSVILLE, NY

EXCELLMOTORSPORTS.COM

HOLLINK MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
386 S UNION ST

SPENCERPORT, NY
HOLLINKMOTORSPORTS.COM

LONG ISLAND KAWASAKI-YAMAHA
67 N BROADWAY
HICKSVILLE, NY

LIKAWASAKI.COM

MIKE’S CYCLE & SPORTS SHOP, INC.
9094 TURIN RD

ROME, NY
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

PIONEER MOTORSPORT, INC.
12220 OLEAN RD

CHAFFEE, NY
PIONEERMOTORSPORT.COM

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS OF 
SYRACUSE

8932 BREWERTON RD
BREWERTON, NY

PREFERREDPOWERSPORTS.COM

SOVIES CYCLE SHOP
590 AMES RD
POTSDAM, NY

SOVIESCYCLESHOP.COM

SPORTS UNLIMITED, INC.
5654 HORATIO ST

UTICA, NY
SPORTSUNLIMITEDNY.COM

STONES SNOW SLED SLS/SR
4386 MAPLE RIDGE RD

NEWARK, NY
STONESSNOWSLEDS.COM

SUNNYSIDE CYCLE SALES, LLC
10597 MAIN ST
ALEXANDER, NY

SUNNYSIDECYCLESALES.COM

TROY CITY GARAGE INC
810 HOOSICK RD

TROY, NY
TROYCITYGARAGE.COM

VILLAGE MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
2886 STATE ROUTE 8

SPECULATOR, NY
VILLAGEMOTORSPORTS.COM

WILD HORSE POWERSPORTS
2775 ROUTE 9

BALLSTON SPA, NY
WILDHORSEPOWERSPORTS.COM

HANOVERPOWERSPORTS
210 STATE ROUTE 10
EAST HANOVER, NJ

HANOVERPOWERSPORTS.COM


