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The safest snowmobiling rule is to never cross lakes or rivers since it can 

never be guaranteed that ice of any thickness will support a snowmobile.  

Ice is always dangerous.   Eight people have drowned this season. Do not venture out onto lakes or 

rivers unless you are absolutely certain that it is safe. 

This season, water levels are low, potentially exposing rocks and submerged trees that you might 

not expect when crossing the ice.   

Besides the danger of plunging through the ice, you have far less traction for starting, turning, and stop-

ping on ice than on snow. Always use extreme caution when riding on ice. Always travel at low speeds. 

The machine is hard to control on ice, so fast stops are impossible and spins are far too common. To stop, 

let up on the throttle slowly allowing the machine to coast to a stop. Controlling your machine is best 

when seated. 

Collisions on lakes account for a significant number of accidents because riders too often believe that 

lakes are flat, wide open areas, free of obstructions. Remember, if you can ride and turn in any direction 

while operating on a lake, so can other riders. Therefore, the threat of a collision can come from any di-

rection. 

If you choose to snowmobile on the ice, be absolutely certain that the ice is safely frozen. Don't trust the 

judgment of other snowmobilers. You are responsible for your own safe snowmobiling. Drowning is a 

leading cause of snowmobile fatalities. If you ride on ice often, consider wearing a buoyant floatation 

snowmobile suit. It is also a good idea to have a set of commercial ice picks, with spring-loaded sleeves 

that cover the points, attached to a cord so they can be threaded through the sleeves of your snowmobile 

suit. 

 

If you go through the ice, stay calm. 

Remember that your snowmobile suit 

(even a non-buoyant one) and helmet 

may keep you afloat for several min-

utes. Extend your arms out forward in 

front of you on the unbroken ice sur-

face to catch yourself. Kick your feet 

to propel you onto the ice, like a seal. 

If the ice keeps breaking, continue 

moving toward shore or the direction 

from which you came. Use anything 

sharp, like ice picks, keys or a knife 

to dig into the ice to help pull you 

forward. Don't remove your gloves or 

mitts. Once you are on the ice, crawl 

or roll away from the hole. Don't 

stand up until you are well away from 

the hole.    

ICE SAFETY 

Graphic courtesy Minnesota DNR 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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HAND SIGNALS 

Giving clear, easy-to-see hand signals are vital to safe snowmobile riding. 

Be sure to never make hand signals subtle, always make deliberate signals. 

Be sure that the drivers behind you can see any signal you make. Hand  

signals are a very reliable way to communicate while riding. 

Stop: Arm raised from the shoulder and extended straight up 

over the head with palm of hand flat. 

 

 

 

 

 

Left Turn: Left arm extended straight out from the shoulder and 

pointing in the direction of the turn. 

  

  

 

 

Right Turn: Bend your left arm at the elbow to shoulder height; 

with your hand pointing straight up and your palm flat, your 

arm should make a right angle. 

  

 

 

 

Oncoming Sleds: Guide your snowmobile to the right while 

pointing to the trail over your head, so your signal can be seen. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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HAND SIGNALS 

 

Slowing: Left arm extended out and down from the side of the 

body with a downward flapping motion of hand to  

signal warning or caution. 

  

 

Sleds Following: Arm raised, elbow bent with thumb pointing 

backward, in hitchhiking motion move arm forward to backward 

over your  

shoulder. 

 

 

 

Last Sled in Line: Left arm raised at shoulder height, elbow bent 

and forearm vertical with hand clenched in a fist. 

SAFETY LIGHTS 

Some riders are using safety lights to communicate whether or 

not they are the last sled in line. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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TRIP PLANNING 

Planning is a large part of having a successful snowmobile trip. 

You should plan prior to riding where you will ride, how long you 

will ride, and with whom you will ride. Planning also includes  

informing someone of your snowmobile plans. 

 

Where you will ride: Before you start riding, decide the routes and trails you will be rid-

ing. Create a plan using the most detailed maps you can find for the planned riding area. 

 

How long you will ride: When choosing a trail with the maps, always consider how long 

you want to ride. Determine the time period by the maps and, if possible, an experienced 

rider’s judgment. Take into account passengers, the skill levels of the other riders, gaso-

line/supplies, and added time for stopping and enjoying the sights along the trail. 

 

Who you will ride with: When 

riding snowmobiles, always ride in 

a group or use the buddy system, 

preferably a buddy who will stay 

with you throughout your journey 

and not leave you behind. If you 

are new, ride with someone who is 

experienced, patient and  

willing to help you learn the 

proper way to snowmobile. If you 

are riding in a group, choose a 

group of riders with equal or better 

riding experience, or a group of 

riders who will be considerate of 

yours and everyone else’s abilities. 

 

Notify someone of your plans: Before you begin your trip, make sure someone reliable 

knows where you plan to go, whom you are going with, when you are leaving and when 

you will return. If the trip involves an overnight stay, include information on where you will 

stay and contact numbers. This is most important since time becomes critical if you experi-

ence an accident or an emergency.  

A ride with good friends can be...heaven! Photo courtesy Rosanne Warner. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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TRAIL SIGNS 

As you travel on your snowmobile through trails and on roads, 

there will be traffic signs along the way that apply to snowmo-

biles. When on roads, remember that all traffic signs for automobiles also apply to snowmo-

biles, including highway speed limits if you are operating in a highway road ditch. Know-

ing what these signs mean can help keep you out of danger, make your trip more enjoyable, 

and protect the rights of property owners. Respecting these signs and following the rules 

they communicate will help assure an enjoyable ride for you and protect the future of snow-

mobiling. Here are some of the signs you might see on your trip. Remember that each state 

may have different signs for snowmobiles, so always check with the state you are riding in 

for information. New York’s Trail Signing Handbook is available here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop signs mean just that – STOP! 

You must come to a complete stop, 

look both ways and be certain the 

area is safe before proceeding. 

 

Stop Ahead signs are there to help 

you slow down in time. 

 These signs are in place to 

reduce risks to riders. A 

rider must not ride faster 

then the posted speed limit. 

In some cases, depending on 

the conditions, you must 

ride slower than the speed 

limit in order to operate 

safely. 

    

 No Snowmobiles: The snowmobile 

with a circle and a red slash through 

it means that snowmobiles are spe-

cifically prohibited from entering an 

area, or are prohibited from going 

 For your safety, move your 

sled as far to the right as 

possible and stop, so the 

groomer may safely pass. 

 Do Not Enter: This sign means that 

all vehicles are prohibited from enter-

ing an area or going beyond a certain 

point. Snowmobiles are required to 

obey these signs. 

 

 Typical trail marker signs to 

help you stay on the trail - 

(top) Corridor; (middle) 

Club Trail; (bottom) trail 

marker diamond. 

  Please respect the landowners who 

have given our clubs permission to 

have a trail cross their land!  Just one 

rider off trail can cause trail loss. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/documents/NYSSnowmobileTrailSigningHandbook.pdf
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SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

By Glenn Hayton, Schoharie County NYSSA Director 

 

Back at NYSSA’s December Board meeting, I brought some snowmobile rescue equipment to show Mark Wolfanger, 
chair of the NYSSA Safety and Education committee. I have been using these tools for years, freeing myself and others 

when stuck in the snow. Chris Fallon director of Parks and Recreation (OPRHP) came over to the table to look over the 

gear. Chris asked me if I could come to NYS Parks Snowmobile Unit's Law Enforcement Training Course, in Old Forge 
NY, to demonstrate these products. I was honored and thrilled at such a chance.  

Arriving at the Edgewater Hotel Jan 23 I was ready for my demonstration the next morning at 9am, but an ice storm 
followed by a heavy wet snow knocked out the power in the area.  Luckily the hotel had a generator, and I was moved 

up to 11 am.  

Before I left my house I noticed a new product in a snowmobile magazine, called Stuckmate.  It looked promising, so I 

called the company in Winnipeg Canada to see if they could send me their product for testing. The product is simple, 
there is a clothespin device that clamps on your throttle and a cable that goes through a plastic and rubber strap that 

goes to your handle bar, then to a plastic device that looks like a gun with a trigger.  It makes it easy to just stand to 
one side of the sled, squeeze the trigger, pull on a ski loop.  This product should work great if you have a Snowbunje 
hooked to the rear for extra pulling power.  

Anyway we did some classroom time to go over some items before we went out to the parking lot to demonstrate. I 

wish I had more time and snow to demonstrate actual stuck sleds and let the officers get themselves out. This was my 

first time, so I learned what to expect. When I ride I carry a shovel, either a HMK shovel/saw combo or the Black Dia-
mond Deploy 7 (small strong and compact).  If groomed trail riding I carry the smaller shovel; if boondocking I carry the 

longer HMK.  

My next item that gets a lot of use is the Snow-
Bunjee Cobra and the 20 foot long Slicktape. I 
cannot count how many times I have pulled 

fellow sledders out with this, I always carry 
these two items.  

One item I carry when I am riding on the lakes 
is ice picks.  You can make a pair or buy them 

for under $25.  Cheap insurance; just don't 

carry them on your sled. They can only help if 
they are on your person. 

My all time favorite tool is the Hijacker made by 
Bill Harmon Enterprises, go to Highliftjack.com 

to check it out. This is the tool I count on the 
most since I boondock by myself (yes I do let 

somebody know where I'm going). One day I 
used this jack eleven times to extract myself 

and riding partners, we were riding in 42 inches 

of fresh powder!  The only downfall is the jack 
is 6 feet long and one inch in diameter. I carry 

it on the left side of the sled, between my foot 
and the tunnel. I am used to it, but some of my 

riding buddies said it is too big, so I got the 

PowderJack.  This is a segmented pole jack that 
unscrews and goes into a pouch that fits into you tunnel bag and comes with hardware to mount it to your tunnel if you 

don't have a bag. This is a nice jack but it doesn't lift as fast as the HiJacker.  Tip: don't overtighten the segmented jack 

(Continued on page 8) 

Glenn demonstrates the SnowBunje.  On the table is the 20 foot Slick Tape, and 

the Stuckmate. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.stuckmate.com/en/
http://snobunje.com/
http://blackdiamondequipment.com/en_US/snow-safety-and-avalanche-gear/deploy-7-BD1021840000ALL1.html
http://blackdiamondequipment.com/en_US/snow-safety-and-avalanche-gear/deploy-7-BD1021840000ALL1.html
http://snobunje.com/
http://snobunje.com/
http://snobunje.com/product/snobunje-slicktape-retrieval-line/
http://lakeice.squarespace.com/ice-claws/
https://www.amazon.com/HighJacker-The-Snowmobile-Jack/dp/B015JFB6P8
https://powderjack.com/
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or you will need a pair of pliers to unscrew it. 

The best feature of these jacks is the ability 
to turn your sled completely around.  Jack up 

the front of the sled 5 to 6 feet in the air and 

push over.  Repeat on the rear of the sled.  
Try lifting that 4 stroke out of a trenched out 

track hole without a jack!  Pretty easy with a 
jack.  

Another item worth mentioning is Warns X-T 
15 compact winch.  It comes with synthetic 

rope, a lot easier on your hands than wire 
rope. A nice feature is if you're near a tree, 

you can sling the winch to a tree and winch 

up your buddies sled without dragging your 
sled.  The downside is you need a sled with a 

battery, and if you're by yourself, you need 
something to winch to. This is a handy piece 

of equipment is also nice, when you need to winch a sled up on the trailer.  

To sum it up, if I had to take one item it would be the jack, once you use one you won't want to ride without it.  

After the class I was invited to join the officers for a ride, and I didn't want to miss this chance. First we went to the 
obstacle course to test the officers' skill, some were first-time riders, and others hadn't ridden for a while. The instruc-

tors were excellent and the students were doing good.  Quite a thrill riding the trails in Old Forge in the middle of all 
these officers. Must a been a shock 

for a single rider coming around 

and seeing all these! 

I want to thank our law enforce-

ment team and Parks for inviting 
me and all the hard work our offi-

cers do to keep us safe on snow or 
off snow on limited budgets.  They 

deserve our respect and gratitude.  

Hopefully they might be able to use 
these tools to help themselves and 

others out on our trail systems. 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

Glenn Hayton has graciously agreed to have a “show and tell” session 

on these safety tools at the 2017 SLEDNY Educational Forum in Lake 

Placid. The session will be held on Friday afternoon and is free to  

registered attendees.  Registration is just $50 until 2/28/17 - and  

includes lunch and dinner!           Register here  
 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://www.warn.com/
https://www.warn.com/
https://www.regonline.com/2017-forum
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President’s Message: 
Cant we all just respect each others’ space? 
 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA President  315-697-8130  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

We have reached February and finally we are starting to see some snow in most parts of the state.  With that said, “free 

snowmobiling weekend” was held the first weekend of the month and due to limited snow coverage, the trails where 
there was snow, saw an influx of riders taking advantage of the free registration weekend.   

The free weekend coupled with free passes inside the Town of Webb trail system made for a very congested weekend 
of riding and it was difficult for clubs who were trying to keep up with the demands of grooming in high traffic condi-

tions. 

With all of that said, I want to take a minute to thank those of you who are doing your part to ride with respect and 

Stay Right.  To the bad actors out there who want to ride the trails as if the rest of us are invisible, I want to shame you 
for riding with no regard for others. 

On Friday, February 3rd I went out riding with a group of friends that included the 
President and Secretary of the Trackside Trailblazers Snowmobile Club, the St. 

Lawrence and Oneida County NYSSA Directors, the Vice President of NYSSA, the 
President of the Oneida County Association of Snowmobile Clubs and last year’s 

New York State Snowmobiler of the Year award winner.  We had a plan to leave 

from Trackside’s clubhouse in Forestport and ride to Beaver River for lunch on C7 
(better known as “the tracks”).  We left at 9:00 am and made great time on the 

well-groomed, flat trails all the way to the Norridgewock where we met up with 
the former Executive Director of NYSSA, Jim Jennings and another NYSSA  

Director.  After we filled our bellies with some of their fantastic food, we headed 

back down the railroad tracks towards Forestport stopping several times for 
sightseeing opportunities. 

It was a fantastic day and we really saw some fantastic places!! 

On our way back we ran across a lot of traffic and some people who were not 
very good at the whole SHARE the trail idea.  As we approached a group of three 

snowmobilers who were heading back into Old Forge we got to see the Non-

Sharers mentality in action.  They were setting a pretty good clip as they ap-
proached us but considering the fact that we were all visible to each other and 

there was plenty of daylight available, I fully expected them to move over as we 
closed in on groups.  Trail etiquette and common sense says slow as you ap-

proach, and move over.  I soon found that what I fully expected to happen was 

not going to and the lead rider was going to hold his line right in the middle of 
the trail, riding between the rails and we were quickly running out of room.   

Was he playing chicken?  The thought did cross my mind. 

Looking at our skis I realized that if I moved any further left, we were likely going 

to hook skis and send us both for a ride in an ambulance.  If I moved any further 
right I was going to go off an elevated section of trail.  Neither option was very 

appetizing but as I felt the sled slip, I checked my right ski to see the snow under 
me give-way and my ski was hanging precariously over the edge of the bank.  

Just at the point when we were about to pass each other, I realized I had no 
room to gas it and pull the sled back up on the trail and I was forced to make a 

decision that I knew could end badly.    

It took only a split second to realize that I was in real trouble, it happened so fast and there was little time to think.  It 

was clear that I was in danger of rolling over the side of the bank and I was only going maybe 10 or 15 mph.  Hardly 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Norridgewock. 

An old steel bridge in the Adk Park. 

View of the Moose River from C7. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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enough speed or room to gas and go.  I realized that if I 
went over the embankment sideways, the snowmobile 

would have rolled and landed on top of me, possibly land-
ing on me multiple times as we tumbled down the hill.    

At that point I had to make the quick decision to not fight 
it and turn into it and ride it down ski first.  Not wanting 

to be under my snowmobile and not knowing what was 
under the snow I figured it was a better option to take it 

on skis first, and hope for the best.   

I made it to the bottom of the 25 foot embankment in 

one piece but was now faced with another problem.  If I 

stop, I will get buried in the deep snow.  This coupled 
with the unknown factor of “Is there water under me?” 

made me not want to just stop.  If I continued at a slow 
speed, I could run into a hidden rock, logs or tree 

stumps.  Take your pick; none of those options are very 

inviting.   I chose skis up and look for a route out.  After 
dodging the unknowns under the snow for a minute or so, I came to an abrupt halt when I ran out of talent and room 

when my ski got caught up in the willy-wags I was weaving through.   

I’m sure for the spectators at the top of the trail it was a spectacular sight.  They may have even been a little astonished 

to watch the skill it took to not wreck going over the embankment only to get hung up in a bush like a rank amateur.  I 
was a wee bit embarrassed but more thankful that what could have been a life altering event ended well.  I thanked the 

rest of my group who came to my assistance as well as some good Samaritans who were passing by and stopped to 
help.  Within a couple of minutes my sled was back up on the trail without a scratch on it but I cannot stop thinking 

about the idea that something like that could have happened to a child, a senior citizen or an inexperienced rider.   

Would they have known enough to not take the hill sideways?  Would they have flipped end over end down the side of 

the bank? 

The rider directly behind me said that his sled started to go over as well and the riders in front of us said they too had 

near misses with this group too.  I was very lucky in this scenario but this event could have played out much differently.  

It could have resulted in serious injury or even death.  There really is no way that I know of to combat the problem of 
selfish riders but then again, there really is no reason for them to ride with total disregard for the safety of 
others.  

Next time I ride the rails I will be more aware of the fact that there are a lot of people afraid of the rails themselves and 

feel that they need to ride between them to avoid going over the edge.  This will continue to be a problem for as long as 
the rails are in place and the fear of hitting them is a factor.  I am hopeful that maybe someday the impact of snowmo-

biling in the Adirondack Park will be better recognized and the rails will finally be removed providing a safer recreational 
experience for all.  

As for the selfish rider and his friends who refused to move over – 

they never stopped and for some strange reason, I was not sur-

prised.  

(Continued from page 11) 

In the willy-wags. 

View from Pete’s Peak. 
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Adirondack Powersports 
www.adirondackpowersports.com 

Appolson's 

www.appolson.com 

Bibben's Sales 

www.bibbenssales.com 

Bob Weaver's Motorsports 

www.weaverfever.com 

Buck's Motorsports 
www.bucksmotorsports.com 

Caprara's Outdoor World 

www.capraraoutdoor.com 

Cycle Shack 
www.cycleshackpolaris.com 

Della Motorsports  

www.dellamotorsports.net 

Don's Polaris 

www.donspolaris.com 

Edelmann Sales, Inc 

www.edelmannsales.com 

Excell Motorsports 
www.excellmotorsports.com 

Fun Unlimited 
www.fununlimitedpolaris.com 

Griffin Motorsports 
www.griffinmotorsports.com 

Ingles Performance 
www.inglesperformance.com 

Ithaca Recreation  

www.ithacarecreation.com 

Jan-Cen Automotive 

www.shopjancen.com 

K&H Motorsports  

www.knhmotorsports.com 

Kubecka's Polaris  

www.kubeckas.s5.com 

Leisure Time 
www.leisuretimepowersports.com 

M&M Motorsports 

www.mmpolarisny.com 

Maddie's Motorsports 
www.maddiesmotorsports.com 

Matt's Cycle Center 

www.mattshonda.com 

Menneto Powersports 

www.menneto.com 

Moody Polaris  

www.moodyspolaris.com 

O'Neill Sales 

www.oneillsales.com 

Pioneer Motorsports  

www.pioneermotorsports.com 

Polaris Of Riverhead 

www.hondaofriverhead.com 

Powerhouse Motorsports  

www.powerhousems.com 

Precision Power  
www.precisionpowerservices.com 

Preferred Powersports  

www.preferredpowersports.com 

Schoff Polaris 

www.schoffpolaris.com 

SSR  Powersports  

www.ssrpowersports.com 

Sportline Power  

www.sportlinepower.com 

Sports Unlimited  

www.sportsunlimitedny.com 

T. Nelson Sales  

www.tnelsonsales.com 

TC Sports  

www.tc-sports.net 

Teixeira's Polaris  

www.teixeiraspolaris.com 

Waite Motorsports  

www.waitemotorsports.com 

Zambri Motorspots 

www.zambrismotorsports.com 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

Thursday February 10, 2017 finally put a 

good smile on my face as the first 
Nor’easter put nearly a foot of snow on 

my front yard and turned the Eastern 
part of the state into a winter wonder-

land.  With the snow comes some oppor-

tunity to open trails on the east side of 
the Hudson.  A long commute will no 

longer be needed to go for a ride and as 
I write this there is another ten inches 

expected today.   

Safety 

Already this year there have been way 
too many fatalities!   Thirteen in all.   

Please ride the designated trail system 
and please slow down.  Our designated trails are the safest place to ride and most accidents are caused by excessive 

speed.   In most of the state the lakes are not frozen adequately.  Be careful because they may look like they are.  Make 

an effort to stay off of the lakes.   

Take a Friend Snowmobiling  

The Grafton Trail Blazers and the Pulaski Boylston snowmobile clubs both held successful Take a Friend Snowmobiling 

events in late January.  Over 200 riders took part in these two events.  The clubs were able to introduce snowmobiling 

to many individuals who had never ridden before.   On February 18th the Washington and Saratoga County Associations 
will host an event at Hudson Crossing Park and on the same day the Ridge Riders at the Broome Tioga Motorsports Park 

will also host a Take a Friend Snowmobiling event.  Visit http://nysnowmobiler.com/ride-ny-trails/takeafriend/  for up to 
the minute information on these events.      

2017 Legislative Program 

Thank you to land owners!  

Introduced as a new bill for 2017 is legislation that will provide a state tax credit to all landowners who voluntarily open 
up their property for the use of a trail.  The credit will be equal to $.10 per foot of state designated trail on the property 

and be credited against the taxpayers state income tax liability.   This will be a refundable tax credit which is particularly 
important to those farmers who make very little income.  This legislation is being sponsored by Senator John A. Defran-

cisco and Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara.  (S.4258 / Assembly Number is Pending)  For many years we have been 

trying to do something for our landowners beyond a simple thank you.  If this legislation was to be successful we would 
have something to point to which shows our appreciation for everything they do.   

 

Vintage Sled Legislation 
Senator Jim Seward and Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi have reintroduced legislation which NYSSA supports which 

would exempt a vintage sled manufactured prior to 1980 from registration requirements. (A.3109 / Senate bill number 
pending.)   Only a few sleds of this age are registered in NY to begin with and even when they are they are rarely rid-

den many miles on funded trails.  This legislation will encourage the vintage community and keep alive our snowmobi-

ling heritage!  
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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No Registration Penalties and Law Enforcement 
Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner (A. 1584) has reintroduced legislation that would create a higher fine for second and 

subsequent convictions of failure to register your snowmobile and also make clear that the existing $200 fine is a mini-
mum fine.  When someone does not register they are simply freeloading on the rest of us.  That is simply not fair to 

those who join their club, and volunteer their time to ensure everyone has great trails to ride.  The legislation will also 

include an update definition of a “snowmobile”  and provide additional resources for local law enforcement.  We are cur-
rently working with a potential State Senate sponsor on a few questions they had regarding the legislation. 

 

Sales Tax on Sled Purchases 

Senator Kathy Marchione has introduced S.204  which would change the sales tax rule when you buy a sled from a 

dealer to be similar to that when you buy a car.  You pay the sales tax due in the county and state of use rather than 
the county where you are buying the sled.  The legislation is supported by the power sports dealers around the state. 

We are awaiting word on an Assembly  sponsor.   
 

There will be updates as the legislative session progresses.   

(Continued from page 14) 

Registration Lesson 

While heading into the Grafton 

Trail Blazers club house for a 

minor repair I ran into this 

group mostly from my home-

town of Poestenkill.  As you 

can see from the sled, it turned 

into a lesson in what NOT to 

do regarding registrations.  

They had ridden basically 

around the corner off one of 

the rider’s property and not 

given ample consideration to 

registrations.  One just finished 

a project salvaged sled, and for 

two of them it was the first 

time they had ever ridden.   

If they had run into law enforcement it would have been a lousy first impression.   

 

I spent a few minutes talking with them and educating them on the importance of registering 

their sleds and how it supports the work the local clubs do.    I then asked them if they knew 

that an unregistered ticket could most likely result in a $200 fine and a $95 state surcharge.  

They decided to leave the park and go home and do their registrations. 

 

Pictured left to right, Dom Jacangelo (enlightener),  John Smith I, John Smith II, John Doe, 

and Jane Doe seated. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

TRAIL SAFETY and STAYING ON THE MARKED TRAILS 

Club Trail Work by Volunteers 

Reports from clubs and irate landowners have been coming in more and more 
this past month regarding some riders not adhering to or understanding the signs that 
are on the trails.  Taking a “short-cut” across a landowner’s field might not seem like a 
big issue to those few that are showing disrespect, but it IS to the landowners that do 
not want sleds riding away from where they allowed to the clubs to place the trails and 
the signs delineate the trails.  THINK about that, please!   

Also, loud pipes…yes, this again!  Why would any person feel that their “right to 
run obnoxiously loud exhausts” on their sleds would outweigh the private landowners’ 
demands to NOT HEAR THEM!  Why would anyone out enjoying the work that the volunteers put into our statewide 
trail system jeopardize the trail locations, ruining the network we have?  It seems counterproductive to keeping this 
sport going? 

 

Safety Signs on Snowmobile Trails   

 Speaking of trail signs, NYSSA is continuing to promote an education initiative on 
snowmobile trail signage.  This year the point being presented is that ALL yellow signs 
with black lettering and/or illustrations mean that an impending change in the trail char-
acteristic should be expected…and that you should recognize them as a cautionary 
warning to slow down, being fully prepared to travel safely past such a trail situation.  
Signs such as “Highway Crossing”, “Stay On Trail or STAY HOME”, “SLOW”, and “TRAIL 
CLOSED: Violators Will Be Prosecuted” are some examples of these yellow cautionary 
signs that one will see while snowmobiling on the marked trails indicating where riders 
need to see the signs and recognize that it is their responsibility to comprehend them.   

To go along with this safety education initiative on signage, NYSSA will again be promoting safety on the trails 
which showcases the placement of one’s own responsibility while snowmobiling onto the owner/operator, where NYS 
Law places it.  Look for these messages/brochures and educational initiatives throughout the winter.  And as always … 
STAY RIGHT and BETWEEN THE STAKES! 

 

Trail Safety 

It is very unfortunate to have to report that as of the date this article is being written, there have been 18 fatal 
snowmobile accidents so for this season in New York.  4 were on officially-designated trails, 1 was in their own family 
yard, 1 on an unauthorized road, 2 were in fields not even near trails, and 10 snowmobile-related fatalities were on 
lakes, six which were drownings.  ONE fatal accident is one too many … but as these numbers suggest we are experi-
encing more than we should have here in NYS.  We snowmobilers need to take the responsibility for our own actions 
and SLOW DOWN and more consciously think about safety!  

(Continued on page 18) 
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There is an obvious trend of unsafe lake conditions this year.  Fall 2016, the Adi-
rondacks were part of an extreme drought, resulting in lower lake levels.  Since winter 
began, we have experienced ups and downs with temperatures, a high amount of rain-
fall, and no extremely cold periods of time where the temperature remained below zero 
to lock ice up.  All of that has resulted in unsafe conditions on what would normally be 
frozen bodies of water.  We need to enjoy each ride, and get back SAFELY!  The big ro-
dent says that we are having 6 more weeks of winter…Let’s BE SAFE! 

 

Take A Friend Snowmobiling THIS YEAR 

Another couple of our originally scheduled TAFS events were postponed due to the lack of snow or water is-
sues on trails.  We have a few left though, so we continue to hold out hope that things will be better the rest of this 
month and into March, where we will get the forecasted cold and snow!  

This month’s President’s Week and the two weekends surrounding it (Feb. 11th to Feb 20st, 2017), is tabbed as 
the “National Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week”.  This link is to the brochure about the national event:  http://
www.snowmobile.org/docs/2017-take-a-friend-snowmobiling.pdf .   

I once again wanted to remind everyone that NYSSA has our own dates for the NYS events hosted by clubs and 
associations, with that link here: http://nysnowmobiler.com/ride-ny-trails/takeafriend/ .  NYSSA hopes to have our lo-
cal clubs’ members participate in this promotional campaign by bringing in potential new snowmobilers into this sport 
(or maybe back into the sport) to show-off the newest machines from the manufacturers and the great trails our State 
offers.  Bringing new people involved into snowmobiling also helps with the revenue needed with trail expenses and 
membership numbers, not mention having new 
“friends” to ride with. 

 

(Continued from page 17) 

A good rider always scans the trail ahead.   Just look 

where you’re going! ..at the upcoming pair of stakes, 

and look beyond for the next pair..and oncoming  

riders! ...then stay to the right of the imaginary center 

line (red). Scan the trail ahead, too, for potential  

hazards such as water holes or exposed rocks, to stay 

safe and enjoy the ride.  

RIDER TIP 
Continued on p. 19 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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STATE-LAND NEWS 

 

PROTECT the Adirondacks Lawsuit vs. NY State DEC News/Update  

 The Court has not ruled on the lawsuit brought against the DEC by an environmental group regarding 
tree removal and snowmobile community connector trails being built.  The DEC cannot undertake any addi-
tional work developing new community connector trails until this lawsuit is settled though.  The next court 
date is set for March 1.  When the final decision is made, we will let you all know right away. 

  

Adirondack Rail Trail News/Update   

 The Court hearing the case has asked the State DOT and DEC to give more information on the land 
parcels that were discovered during the railroad vendor’s lawsuit which held up the trail conversion from 
Tupper Lake to Lake Placid.  The State’s attorneys feel this is not a big ordeal and that the rails within this sec-
tion will begin to be pulled this Spring.  Also, NYSSA is also following closely a tree and vegetation removal 
project, as the concern is that it will disrupt the ability for snowmobilers to utilize the section from Big Moose 
Station north to and past Beaver River towards Franklin Co. which is snow covered now.  

 
NYS DEC UMPs   

  There are a few DEC Unit Management Plans (UMPs) that are upcoming over the next few months 
that are on our radar to watch, notify clubs of, and then solicit public comments on.  We also post most of 
them on our Facebook page and website to get the messages out.  Some UMP’s don’t change anything to do 
with snowmobile trails, and we don’t get any negative feedback from the local clubs, so NYSSA just simply 
submits a “letter of support” to DEC for their plan and does not always send those out.  Having public com-
ments submitted on these land management plans is a must for our user-group if we want the State to hear 
us and keep “our” State-owned or maintained lands open for snowmobile access and recreational use.   

   

 
TRAIL VOLUNTEERS…NEVER ENOUGH OF THEM! 

 
THINK!  You are an ambassador of this sport. 

(Continued from page 18) 

Join a club, wherever you ride! 
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Check out the coverage of the Pulaski event! 

Time Warner Cable: 

 

 

 

 

 

Syracuse.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Were you there? Check out the photos by Jane Chaddock! 

A smiling Dad and his son took out the Allstate Pantera for their first 

ever ride at Grafton Lakes State Park. 

NYSSA, SLEDNY and local snowmobile clubs all 

around New York continue to sponsor Take a Friend 

Snowmobiling events.  These educational events are 

sponsored by SLEDNY, the 501(c)3 educational arm 

of NYSSA, and funded in part by a grant from the 

International Snowmobile Manufacturers  

Association. 

SLEDNY 2017 TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING SCHEDULE 

Date  Location     

February 18   Broome/Tioga Motorsports Park, Richford - Ridge Riders of Whitney Point 

February 18   Hudson Crossings Park, Schuylerville - Saratoga and Washington County  

       Snowmobile Associations 

February 25   Byron Park, Indian Lake -  Indian Lake Snowarriors 

February 26   Lawson Lake Park, Coeymans - Albany County Snowmobile Clubs and  

              Albany County Executive and Sheriff 

March 5        Missing Link Groomer Barn, Carthage - Missing Link Snowmobile Club 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://s.syracuse.com/cwlk1Bm
https://youtu.be/YDNyPRd6Cog
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2017/01/29/pulaski-snow.html
http://www.syracuse.com/outdoors/index.ssf/2017/02/free_snowmobiling_weekend_starts_today_explore_nys_10500_miles_of_trails_video.html


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com                February 2017 - Page 21  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

Just $22 

Become a NYSSA Business Member! 

Application here 

… we’ll donate $50 back to your Club 

… we’ll list your business on our  
     website 

… we’ll give you one FREE business card sized ad 
 

You’ll reach 60,000 snowmobilers and their families! 

THIS WEEKEND!!! 

The Pink Ribbon Riders  
2017 New York Snow Run  

February 17-19, 2017  
Old Forge, NY 

2017 Bikini Rally a Success! 

Jane Chaddock, Dawn Clark and countless volunteers 

from the Genesee Sno Packers Snowmobile Club and 

beyond raised over $14,000 for breast cancer patients 

at the Rosell Cancer Institute at the 3rd Annual Bikini 

Rally, held in Oakfield, NY February 11. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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MORE Safety Courses are listed at  
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

-- find one in a County near you! (Courses will resume in the Fall). 

We encourage ADULTS to take this course also! 

Saturday, February 18, 2017 Vineall Ambulance, 317 Sconondoa St., Oneida, NY 13421 (Madison) 

McNally, Daniel (315)366-5444 Lunch Provided; Pre-Registration Preferred 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 Chen. Valley SP, Pine Room, 153 State Park Rd, Chen. Forks (Broome) Begeal, 

Michael (607)648-3662 Lunch Available for Purchase, Pre-Registration call or email mi-

chael.begeal@parks.ny.gov 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 Cortland Co. Regional Training, 999 St. Rt. 13, Cortland NY (Cortland) 

Knapp, Paul (607)753-5396 Must Pre-Register, call (607)753-5396  

Upcoming Safety Courses: 

WANT TO BE A SNOWMOBILE SAFETY COURSE INSTRUCTOR? 

NYS OPRHP Staff will be holding a Snowmobile Safety Course Instructor Certification Class at the SLEDNY Forum 

in Lake Placid, Friday April 28 at 2 pm. 

Prerequisite: Instructor candidates must have taken a Snowmobile Safety Course themselves and bring proof of same to 

class with them. 

There will be an open book exam at the end of the class. 

Anyone interested in attending must pre-register using the following form: 

https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/snowmobiles/documents/instructor/SnowmobileSafetyInstructorApplication.pdf 

This certification class may be substituted for one of the two course assists normally required.  An exception to this is if 

someone qualifies, attends and passes the certification course and also is a school teacher, that person would be certified 

upon completion of this class.   

Please refer any questions to the NYS OPRHP Snowmobile Unit, at (518) 474-0446 or snowmobile.unit@parks.ny.gov. 

Attention students and parents!  
Application Deadline for NYSSA Scholarships is February 17, 2017 

2017 NYSSA Application and Instructions   

NYSSA awards two $500 scholarships each calendar year: 

 Norris Brusoe NYSSA Scholarship 

 Joan & Digger Vriessen NYSSA Scholarship 

Only members of NYS Snowmobile Clubs as of January 1, 2017 will be eligible for these Scholarships. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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SLEDNY Forum:   

April 28-29, 2017  

NYSSA Annual Meeting:   

April 30, 2017 

Lake Placid Convention Center 

2608 Main St., Lake Placid, NY 12946 

Award Nomination Time! 

Please take the time to nominate your fellow club members that go above and beyond for our sport.  
We all know that snowmobiler that is always ready to help out or always answers the call when the 

club or fellow snowmobilers need assistance.   

Nomination forms are available at www.slednyforum.com Nominations are due by March 1st so 

our awards committee can review each nominee.  The awards are presented at the Awards Banquet 
held in conjunction with the SLEDNY Educational Forum, April 28 - 30, 2017 in Lake Placid, NY. 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

FULL FORUM REGISTRATION: 

$50   until 2/28/17 

$80   3/1/17 – 3/31/17 

$100 4/1/17 – 4/10/17 

REGISTRATION CLOSES 4/10/17!!! 

All info is available on www.slednyforum.com. 

 Schedule & paper registration form 

 Hotel Info 

 Vendor Registration 

 Vintage Sled Show 

 

More info will be available soon:  March 1 -  certification forms and bylaw changes; March 31 -  

proposed slate of officers and proposed budget. 

Click to 

Register! 

Nominations are being accepted! 

At the 2017 NYSSA Annual Meeting on April 30 in Lake Placid,  

Elections will be held for the positions of  

Vice President  and  Treasurer. 

Please note that the bylaws were changed previously so that all terms are two-years, and that only 

two officers are elected each year.  

The President and Secretary will serve the second year of their term in 2017-18 and an election 

will be held for those positions at the 2018 NYSSA Annual Meeting in Niagara Falls. 

Officer Nomination Form (MS Word) (PDF) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

SLEDNY 2017 TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING SCHEDULE 
Date  Location    Sponsoring Club and Contact 

February 18   Broome/Tioga Motorsports Park, Richford Ridge Riders of Whitney Point 

February 18   Hudson Crossings Park, Schuylerville Saratoga and Washington County Associations 

February 25   Byron Park, Indian Lake    Indian Lake Snowarriors 

February 26   Lawson Lake Park, Coeymans   Albany County Snowmobile Clubs and  

       Albany County Executive and Sheriff 

March 5        Missing Link Groomer Barn, Carthage Missing Link Snowmobile Club 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com/events 

Safety Courses are listed at 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 
March 4, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 

Board meeting at 1 pm. 
Tailwater Lodge 
Altmar, NY 

April 28 & 29, 2017 
April 30, 2017 

SLEDNY EDUCATIONAL FORUM & 
NYSSA Annual Meeting 

Lake Placid Conference Center 
Lake Placid, NY 

May 20,2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

July 15,2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

September 9, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

March 15, 2017 

April 12, 2017 

May 31, 2017 

July 26, 2017 

September 21, 2017 

NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

Please see www.nysnowmobiler.com/events for event details. 

Events may be rescheduled due to snow conditions. 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events/
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.slednyforum.com
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events

