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President’s Message: 
  A Strategic Plan 
 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA President  315-697-8130  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

I hope that all of you are enjoying the summer; the weather this summer is as strange as the winter was. And as 

WET. 

 

Over the summer, NYSSA has been busy working on issues that will affect the coming season and one of the 

most common questions I get in the summer is “What is there to do with snowmobiling when it is 85 degrees 

out”. 

 

My answer – A lot more than you think.  

 

The NYSSA Board of Directors met July 15th for their summer meeting and the committees were busy work-

ing on legislative issues that affect snowmobiling in New York as well as next spring’s Forum. The Safety & 

Education committee is working on new safety material and articles for future issues on NYSnowmobiler 

Online. 

 

The Trails Committee finalized an updated Landowner/Trail Complaint procedure and that has been added to 

NYSSA’s Policy Manual. 

 

NYSSA has begun work on developing a new Strategic Plan that will identify areas New York has to focus on 

to ensure the trail system and the viability of the organization and the clubs.   

The members of this committee are:  

Craig LaPlante, NYSSA Vice President, Chair 

Jason Kowalczyk, Lewis County  

Randy Phillips, Wayne County 

Kelly Grammo, St. Lawrence County 

John Winterton, Madison County 

Gray Broderick, Niagara County 

Roger McCabe, Wyoming County 

Rosanne Warner, NYSSA President 

 

One of the biggest items that the committee has discussed is the average age of a snowmobile volunteer.  If 

you were wondering – it’s 45 give or take.   

 

For the past couple of year we have heard from clubs asking where is the younger generation to help with 

maintaining the trails? Where are the millennials and how to we attract them to the sport when so many are 

burdened with college debt?  How do we reach out to them and get their attention? 

 

These are the questions we need to talk about to safeguard the sport so that it stays a viable one in New York 

for generations to come. 

 

If you have any ideas or comments that you would like to relay to the Strategic Plan Committee, please send 

them to me at President@NYSnowmobiler.com . 
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Claudia and Mike Irwin of the 

Hartford Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club 

This year, a New York family who exemplifies what true dedication to the sport of  

snowmobiling here in New York State is, received the 2017 American Council of  

Snowmobile Association’s Family of the Year Award presented in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada.   

Since the 1970s, Mike and Claudia Irwin have been involved in every aspect of trail work 

and club affairs and they are still going strong.  Members of the Washington County based, 

Hartford Ridge Riders, Mike has held the position of Club President for over 20 years and 

Claudia has worked behind the scenes helping with every club function.  Not only do Mike 

and Claudia participate in all of their club events, they help out at the county association’s 

events as well.  

Mike and Claudia have been instructors in the NYS Snowmobile Safety Course for 20 

years!  Recently, Mike was instrumental in working with the Town of Hartford to have  

permanent metal snowmobile signs installed at all road crossings.  

In the past several years, Mike’s health has been declining and he receives dialysis 3 times a 

week.  Given this obstacle, Mike and Claudia were able to find a place in North Dakota for 

Mike to receive his treatment and drive up to Winnipeg right after to attend their first I 

nternational Snowmobile Congress. 

Mike said, “We never in a million years expected to receive an award like this.  First the 

New York State Family of the Year and now the National.”  It was very apparent that they 

were over the moon to attend the event and deeply honored to receive the award. 

Although they are nearing their 70’s, both are still active in trail maintenance operations.  

Mike’s medical limitations may have slowed him down but he still completes the brush  

hogging and continues to groom trails while Claudia meets him at each road crossing and 

junction. 

2017-2018 ACSA Officers 
American Council of Snowmobile 

Association held its annual elections 

at the Board of Directors meeting 

on Saturday, June 10, 2017. 

President—Greg Hiles                    

Vice President— Scott Herzog       

Sec/Tres.—Dean Meakin              

Past President—Bob Kirchner 

2017 ISC Officers 

The International Snowmobile 

Council held its Annual Council 

meeting on Saturday, June 10,  

2017. 

Chairman—Dale Hickox                 

Canadian Council of Snowmobile 

Organizations (CCSO). 

Secretary-Treasurer—Suzy Giese 

Mid-West Chapter 

2017 NEC Officers 

The Northeast Chapter held its 
annual elections on Saturday, 
June 10, 2017 

Chairman—Gary Broderick, NY                  
Vice Chair—Roger Wright, NH                  
Sec/Treas—Mary Hixson, NH 

2017 American Council of Snowmobile Association’s                                                            

FAMILY of the YEAR 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

Registration Confusion and Enforcement 

Over the past two years, NYSSA, and the Government Affairs Committee along with our lobbyist at Capitol Group have 
been doing some outstanding work.  That work has brought about some notable victories.   

In the spring of 2016 we were able to get the State Legislature to give to the trail fund another $5 out of the existing 

registrations that we pay.  That change resulted in nearly an additional one half million going into the trail fund without 

any snowmobiler paying a dime more for their registration.   

Many of you probably have recently seen your snowmobile registration renewal come to your address.   Unfortunately 

the language in the renewal has confused how registration money is distributed.   It reads that $10 of every registration 
goes to the state but in reality an additional $5 is turned over to the trail fund with each registration.   Once again the 

state can’t seem to keep it simple but I can assure you that all your registration fees go to the trail fund with the excep-
tion of $5.    

If you do not already know it, registration fees and club volunteers are the foundation that our 10,500 mile trail system 
is built on.  When someone does not register, they are freeloading on the rest of us who do.    

This past legislative session NYSSA and the Government Affairs Committee, along with our lobbyist, worked with Assem-
blywoman Carrie Woerner and State Senator Betty Little on legislation that would increase penalties for failure to regis-

ter and increase the amount of money available for local law enforcement.   Since the time non-club registration fees 
were increased in 2006, the maximum penalty has not been adjusted to be an adequate deterrent.   The bill takes the 

maximum penalty to $500 while the minimum penalty has been clarified to be $200.  Half of any penalty will be depos-

ited in the Trail Maintenance and Development Fund.   

The bill A1584C / S4542B will go to the Governor shortly.   Without your vocal support who knows what will happen to 

the bill.  I urge you to make the following letter your own and send it to the Governor.  Your support means as much as 

all our efforts to date.  SAMPLE LETTER NEXT PAGE!! 

Left to right: Gary Broderick, Government Affairs Committee Chair; 

Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner, Bill Cook and Ray Buccholz,  

Government Affairs Committee Members. Assemblywoman Woerner 

was named Legislator of the Year by NYSSA for 2017. 

Dom Jacangelo, NYSSA Executive Director, and State Senator 

Betty Little.  Senator Little was named Legislator of the Year by 

NYSSA, in 2013. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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July 20, 2017 

 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 

Governor of New York State 

NYS Capitol Building  

Albany, NY 12224 

 

RE: A1584C Woerner  

 

Dear Governor Cuomo: 

 

I am a member of the ____________________________ Snowmobile Club and a member of the New York 

State Snowmobile Association. I am writing to respectfully ask that you approve A1584C Woerner (S4542B 

Little). 

 

It is estimated that in an average year, snowmobiling contributes $868 million to the NY economy. Our club 

supports that contribution by supplying the human volunteer resources which help build the 10,500 miles of 

trail that we have in NY.  That trail system is what makes NY’s trail attractive to both New Yorkers and 

those who visit us from out of state.    

 

The amount of money available to local law enforcement has not been adjusted since the original Trail Fund 

was established in 1985. This bill increases both the amount available to law enforcement and the percentage 

of reimbursement in order to provide additional resources to ensure that sleds are properly registered and are 

operated in a safe manner.   

 

The entire NYS snowmobile trail system is built upon the revenue which is derived from snowmobile regis-

trations. Over time, the fee for a snowmobile registration has risen from $15 to $100; however, the penalty 

for operating without a valid registration has not been adequately adjusted along with the fee increase. The 

current penalty does not provide for a deterrent to riding without a registration and provides little opportunity 

for the court to impose more serious penalties for habitual violators. When someone does not register they 

diminish what is available to the clubs to maintain the trail system.  

 

As a NY snowmobiler, I urge your approval of A1584C Woerner (S4542B Little). 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

(name) & (address) 

Unregistered Sled Bill 2017 

 

RE: A1584C Woerner An Act to amend the parks, recreation and historic 

preservation law and the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the definition 

of “snowmobile”; to amend the parks, recreation and historic preservation 

law, in relation to increasing state aid to localities for enforcement of  

provisions relating to snowmobiles; and to amend the vehicle and traffic 

law, in relation to penalties for operation of an unregistered snowmobile. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Join Early and Win! 

Join Early and WIN!  

If you join your club (or clubs!) for the upcoming season by September 30th, you 

will be entered into a drawing for a $500 prize (for primary club members) and a 

$100 prize for a secondary member. 

You can join online at https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Good Luck!!! Drawing  - from all members who joined between April 1, 2017 and 

September 30, 2017 - at the Big East Powersports Show on October 1, 2017, in 

Syracuse! 

Join today - help out your Club - Register your sled - be ready to ride!  

  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

Just $22 

Ever wonder 

about  

Snowmobile 

Watercross? 

 

Read This! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

2017-18 Winter Season is FAST APPROACHING 

 For the most part, the past 2 winters have been pretty short, warm, and lacking of snow statewide.  We 
can only hope that the cooler-than-normal and WET Spring and Summer weather pattern that we have been ex-
periencing continues into the late fall and winter.  Clubs have gotten their trails ready, groomers were pre-
seasoned prepped, and Mother Nature & Jack Frost just weren’t willing to cooperate.  But…it can’t happen 3 years 
in a row!  Be ready…join your chosen club(s) early and register prior to Nov 1st so the Trail Fund revenue is maxi-
mized for clubs’ benefit.   

 Speaking of joining clubs early…check out the promotion that the NYSSA Board of Directors voted to ap-
prove this year and join all of your clubs prior to Sept 29th!  Primary memberships qualify for a $500.00 cash prize 
and every Secondary membership has the member’s name going into the drawing for a $100.00 prize.  Secondary 
memberships do not include the NYSSA fees and riders can join as many additional clubs that they would like to 
support.  JOIN NOW…Support your club(s) early and WIN with NYSSA! ...Then contact your club to offer them much
-needed trail work assistance!   

TRAIL SAFETY  

New Signs On the Trails This Winter 

For the past several years or so, the NYS Parks snowmobile unit has wanted to make some updates to their 
snowmobile trail signing handbook and has taken many comments on what signs should remain; what new signs 
could be added; and what safety signs need to be better promoted to clubs and riders alike so their meanings are 
understood.  This recent Spring, Parks sent their final draft version to the NYSSA Trails Committee for their com-
ments.  A few additions and experienced suggestions were then sent back to Parks for their final review prior to 
going to print.  We expect the new handbook to be out within the next month, so clubs can utilize it while out 
hanging their signs for safety out on their respective trail systems. 

Here is a brief outline of what new signs you will be seeing: 

DO NOT ENTER:  The Do Not Enter signs will be placed at the left side of 
“divided trails”, warning riders to stay right and to not ride on the left side 
of these trail situations. 

BLIND HILL:  A new version of the sign is included within 
the next handbook. 

 

 

 
 

 
CURVE AHEAD WARNING SIGNS:  Again, as in roads distinct curves are signed 
prior to the corners with these yellow/black signs indicating that riders should 
slow down in anticipation of the curve. 

APEX ARROWS:  Most clubs had been signing their trails with straight 
arrow signs located at the outside of the curves…just like roadways.  
So, this should be familiar to all vehicle drivers and snowmobilers. 

Continued on page 12 
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S.T.E.P. Training  

Our Safe Trails Education Program (STEP) classes 
will again be held around the state this fall for those 
looking to become more familiar with why safety signs 
are placed as they are and what rules are in place from 
Parks on signing snowmobile trails.  This year’s classes 
will include the new signing handbook described above. 

These STEP training classes also have a compo-
nent included to train volunteer Safe Trails Advisers 
(STAs) who are then assigned near-by trails to “inspect” 
and work directly with club volunteers to insure trail 
hazards are safely signed.  STAs who attended classes 
prior to 2014-15 will need to attend this component 
again, as there are newer procedures to deal with incon-
sistent signage which were put into place that these ad-
visers need to be aware of.  If those that attended train-
ing in the past who are interested in continuing to help 
with the STEP program going forward, please contact 
me about your desire to attend training again this year.  
STAs who attended a training class these past few years 
are all set to go, but the new signing guidelines may be a 
feature of this year’s classes that you all should want to 
become more familiar with as well.   

I am looking to start to schedule classes for this 
fall and would like some suggestions as to when & 
where to hold them.  I would suggest that county asso-
ciations and/or federations could consolidate with their 
neighboring counties so instructors have full classes to 
teach.  If any of the past year’s STEP class instructors 
plan to work with their neighboring County clubs again, 
please let me know asap.  Thank you! 

A few signs were slated to be removed from the handbook, as riders should have understood that these 
signs are part of the “rules of the trail”.  Examples of this are the STAY RIGHT sign, the “winding trail” illustration 
sign, and the CAUTION sign.  Of course, every snowmobile trail rider should know to use caution, stay right, and 
that snowmobile trails are winding.  More important signs can be used to inform of changes in trail characteristics 
in their place, leading to less signs on the trails BUT more important signs for trail safety.   

One other trail safety message that was decided to be emphasized going forward is that there is a strict 55 
MPH Maximum Speed Limit in place as a NYS Law.  Riders need to adhere to that limit, which is the maximum al-
lowed for unless otherwise posted lower.  Most State lands have lower speed limits posted.  A Speed Limit does not 
always mean that every rider can safely travel at that speed though…as snowmobile trails are winding trails through 
wooded sections whereas conditions can and do change.  Each snowmobile driver needs to understand the law, 
their own abilities, and their sled’s capabilities to ensure a safe, enjoyable ride each time you head out.  We simply 
cannot have another season with a high fatal accident record.  Remember…you aren’t the only ones out there using 
the trails.  Ride safe and enjoy the trails!  

SUPPORT TRAIL ACCESS 

New Legislation for  
Unregistered Snowmobile Operation   

  The NYSSA Board of Directors undertook a very 
intense legislative session with the help of our lobbyists.  
This resulted in a new Bill being passed by both the Sen-
ate and Assembly which should help to dissuade those 
that choose to ride their unregistered sleds illegally on 
the trails.  The fine used to be $200 maximum, but has 
been increased to read “$200 minimum, $500.00 maxi-
mum”.  Why would any snowmobile trail rider who com-
prehends that the trails are built, signed, and main-
tained by the clubs all across the State and NOT register 
their sleds?  This new Bill should be the deterrent that 
stops such illegal riding.   

 The Bill also increases the amount of revenue 
the law enforcement agencies receive in reimbursement 
for their efforts to help make the trail safer when patrol-
ling.  This effort has been in the works for a while now, 
as the previous law that outlined the amount the LEOs 
could receive was well over 3 decades old.   

 Clubs and the snowmobile community alike are 
being asked to send letters of support to Gov. Cuomo, 
so he understands that the majority of riders want this 
Bill signed into law.  That grassroots initiative is included 
in this month’s magazine, and is 
also promoted on the NYSSA 
Facebook page.   

 

Continued from p. 11 

Continued on page 13 
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Adirondack Rail Trail News/Update   

 We have not heard any news on the lawsuit 
brought about by the railroad vendor who is suing the 
NYS DEC and DOT over their decision to remove the rails 
between Tupper Lake and Lake Placid, along the state-
owned Remsen-Lake Placid Travel Corridor.  Snowmobiles 
will remain as allowed on the entire  
Corridor, but the fact is that the rails stick up so high 
above the rail ties along the elevated portion that it takes 
18” or more of snow to cover them for safe snowmobile 
travel.  Removing the rails should lengthen the riding sea-
son.  No work can begin to removing the rails until after 
this lawsuit is settled.  

PROTECT the Adirondacks Lawsuit vs. NY State DEC 
News/Update  

 The Court case which was brought about against 
the NYS DEC and APA by an environmental group in the 
Adirondack Park regarding tree removal on snowmobile 
community connector trails is ongoing.  The DEC cannot 
undertake any additional work at all developing new  
community connector trails within the Adirondack Forest 
Preserve until this lawsuit is settled.  We expect a final 
decision in August, so we will let you all know right away 
as soon as we hear anything.  

Continued from page 12 

Did you know? 

It’s never too early to join your club! 

The 2017-18 NYSSA Membership Vouchers are available  NOW.   
Beat the rush, join your club now.  They will appreciate it as this gets dollars to them in time for the 
Fall season, when much of their trail prep must be done. 
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New Business Members!! 

 

 

 

 

 

5511 State Route 28 

Eagle Bay, NY 13331  

315-357-2998  

www.bigmooseonline.com 

Become a NYSSA Business Member! 

Application here 

… we’ll donate $50 back to your Club 

… we’ll list your business on our  
     website 

… we’ll give you one FREE business card sized ad 
 

You’ll reach 60,000 snowmobilers and their families! 

THANK YOU to Ryan and Kim Sheedy of Extreem Service Center, Inc. of Canastota for  

donating their services and parts on needed repairs done to the NYSSA trailer #2. We really  

appreciate your support of snowmobiling in New York!  

 

2840 NY-28 

Old Forge, NY 13420 

315-369-9911  

smithmarineagain.com 

78 Moose River Trail  

Old Forge, NY 13420  

315-369-3255 

www.donspolaris.com 

3421 Seneca Turnpike 

Canastota, NY    

315-697-7162 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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NEW YORK STATE SNOWMOBILEASSOCIATION JOINS NATIONAL SOAR COALITION 

WWW.SOARCAMPAIGN.COM 

 

 

Coalition formed to advocate for maintaining access to emergency air medical services 

 

ALBANY, NEW YORK – The New York State Snowmobile Association announced that the or-
ganization has joined the Save Our Air Medical Resources (SOAR) coalition. SOAR is a national 
campaign dedicated to preserving access to emergency air medical services for Americans 

across the country.  

In the event of critical illness, severe injury or trauma, emer-
gency air medical services are a critical transport and treatment 

resource for patients, particularly in rural communities with lim-

ited access to hospitals, emergency rooms, or trauma centers.  

Currently, 30% of the U.S. population relies on air medical trans-

port for access to Level I or Level II trauma centers. Communi-
ties across Upstate New York are at risk of losing access to criti-

cal air medical service in large part because Medicare and Medicaid reimburse for each trans-

port at a rate that is far below the actual cost to the given transport provider. 

“The majority of the approximately 134,000 registered snowmobiles in New York State are rid-

ing more than an hour away from a trauma center,” said Amanda Thayer, spokesperson for the 
SOAR campaign. “If a rider is injured due to an accident, having access to timely care can be 
the difference between life and death. We hope that no snowmobiler will ever need an air am-

bulance, but outdoor enthusiasts should have peace of mind in knowing that it will be there 

when they need it.” 

 

About SOAR:  Save Our Air Medical Resources (S.O.A.R.) is a national campaign dedicated to preserving 
access to emergency air medical services for Americans across the country by providing important education and 

resources to the public and to key decision and policy makers. Air medical resources are a critical element of emer-
gency response across the country, particularly for people living in rural areas where access to trauma care facilities 
is often quite limited. 

For more information contact: 

 Amanda Thayer 
  SOAR 
  202-888-2189 
  e3communications 
  716-854-8182  

Oncenter Convention Center  

800 South State Street  

Syracuse, NY 13202  
 

Friday: 5:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Sunday: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
Friday, September 29  

Saturday, September 30 

Sunday, October 1 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.soarcampaign.com/
http://www.soarcampaign.com/
http://bigeastpowersportsshow.com/
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Let’s face it; travel time to the nearest trauma center is not always front and center in our minds as we hit the trails. 

There are a lot of ways to stay safe while riding, but there are inherent risks with snowmobiling so timely access to 
medically appropriate care is important. While getting the right care immediately after an accident-related injury, or at 

the onset of a stroke or heart attack, can be the difference between life and death, most of the 134,000 registered 

snowmobiles in the State are riding more than an hour from a trauma center. 

We are not alone in being a considerable distance from critical care facilities. One in three Americans live in rural areas 

(millions more also recreate in rural parts of the country), and according to the Center for Rural Affairs, rural hospitals 
have been closing at a rate of one per month since 2010. The increased distance between patients and trauma care pro-

viders and centers has made air ambulances a crucial link for rural Americans. Invariably some of the 14,000 snowmobil-
ers who are injured annually require this service.  

Unfortunately, air ambulance providers are being faced with dramatically low insurance reimbursement rates. Nearly 
70% of their transports are patients who either have some type of government insurance or are uninsured. Government 

reimbursement rates are set far below the actual costs of providing the service. As a result, the cost is shifted to a small 
number of patients making them responsible for keeping the entire system afloat. This current model is unsustainable 

and if it is not fixed, more and more patients will lose access to the critical, life-saving medical services provide to pa-

tients during time-sensitive medical emergencies.  

NYSSA is supporting a new coalition called SOAR (Save Our Air Medical Resources) to increase the federal reimburse-

ments rates for air ambulance providers because it is important to maintain access to life-saving service. We hope our 
members never need an air ambulance, but outdoor enthusiasts should have peace of mind in knowing that it will be 

there when they need it.  

Air Ambulance: Critical Link for Outdoor Enthusiasts 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.soarcampaign.com/
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DMV will not accept a phone’s image of a 

voucher.  However, DMV’s procedures clearly 

state that a copy of the signed voucher is  

acceptable, so all DMV offices should accept a 

signed copy (versus an “original” print).  If you 

know of specific offices that are not, please 

call our Membership line at 888-624-3849 x 

103, and let us know.  

Please remember to go prepared to a DMV of-

fice with a copy of the voucher for each sled 

you want to register.  Some offices are proba-

bly willing to make a copy for the customer, 

but many will not. 

 Join Online and get your  

 2017-18 Voucher Now! 

Did You Know? 

Saranac Lakes Wild Forest - Draft Unit Management Plan 
 

The Saranac Lakes Wild Forest is comprised of approximately 75,000 acres of state land and 

19,000 acres of waterbodies in Franklin and Essex Counties. It is situated near the communities of 

Saranac Lake, Tupper Lake, and Lake Placid. The unit offers many recreational opportunities,  

including hiking, snowmobiling, snowshoeing, skiing, mountain biking, canoeing, hunting, and 

fishing. Popular hiking attractions include Scarface and Panther Mountains, Fernow Nature Trail, 

and the Lake Placid Peninsula Nature Trails. Many people enjoy boating and camping on Upper, 

Middle and Lower Saranac Lakes. 

Public Comment Opportunities 

The Department has completed a Draft Unit Management Plan (UMP) for the Saranac Lakes Wild Forest. Written com-

ments related to the Draft UMP will be accepted until August 11, 2017. Comments and questions can be directed to the 

following contact: 

Steve Guglielmi, Forester 

P.O. Box 296 

1115 State Route 86 

Ray Brook, NY 12997-0296 

r5.ump@dec.ny.gov 

View the Saranac Lakes Wild Forest Draft Plan 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/login
mailto:r5.ump@dec.ny.gov
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/22593.html
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Update: Yellowstone  
Jack Welch, National Snowmobile Ambassador,  
BlueRibbon Coalition  ~  www.Sharetrails.org 

 
Here are some highlights of this coming year’s Yellowstone 
Non-Commercially Guided Snowmobile Access Program for 

this winter season (2017-2018). 

 

First, each day during the coming winter season, there will 

be up to five snowmobiles in each of four Non-
Commercially Guided Transportation Snowmobile Events/

trips, one from each of the four Yellowstone Park Gates. 

 
Second, you will be required to possess a non-commercial 

snowmobile access permit which would be awarded annu-
ally through an online lottery system.  The lottery located 

at the www.recreation.gov  website started on Septem-

ber 1st to determine the trip dates for Non-Commercially 
Guide Leaders wanting to visit Yellowstone this coming 

winter season (2017-2018). The lottery will remain open 
until September 30, 2017. 

   
After the lottery is finished and the initial trips are awarded (only one trip from the lottery) you can still sign up to lead a 

trip or a second trip at www.recreation.gov on a first-come-first-served basis for the dates still available. Note these 

remaining dates will be available in mid October.   
 

A total of only two trips allowed per season per non-commercial guide are allowed; the trips can last up to 3 days. Note 
starting in the 2015-2016 season you will be charged $40 for each day of your permit, day permit $40.00 two day per-

mit $80.00 three day permit $120.00. 

 
Third, each snowmobile operator will be required to have successfully completed the Yellowstone Snowmobile Safety 

Education Certification training course. The training course is available online.  This course was developed with the help 
and sponsorship of the Wyoming State Snowmobile Program it is now sponsored by Yellowstone National Park.  This "No 

Cost" course is now available at website below:  
http://provalenslearning.com/yellowstone-snowmobile-education-certificate  

 

Fourth, you will be required to use only current Best Available Technology (BAT) snowmobiles in your group. Note these 
required machines can be rented at location near the four gates.  

 
For the complete detailed information on the Non-Commercially Guided Access Program, please see the Yellowstone 

Park Service website at (www.nps.gov/yell/learn/management/ngsap.htm) 

 
For additional information on the Yellowstone Winter Use issue and snowmobile community's combined fifteen year ef-

fort to keep snowmobile access to Yellowstone in winter, visit our dedicated website 
www.saveyellowstonepark.com. 

 

Please remember one of our collective main efforts during the last SEIS Winter Planning process was to have a "Non-
commercially Guided access program for entry into Yellowstone.  We accomplished that and now is your chance to plan 

a trip into the Park without a commercial guide. Please consider signing up during the lottery period, which will run from 
September 1st until September 30, 2017.   

 

After the lottery is finished and the initial trips are awarded you can still sign up to lead a trip at www.recreation.gov 
on a first-come-first-served basis for the dates still available. A total of only two trips allowed per season. The open 

signup period will begin in early November 2017 for an opportunity to lead a non-commercially guided trip into the Yel-
lowstone Park this season (2017-2018). 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com/events 

Safety Courses are listed at 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 

September 9, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

September 30, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

On Center (BIG EAST Weekend!) 
Syracuse, NY 

November 4, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

December 2, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

January 6, 2018 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

January 20-28, 2018 Safety Week! Learn more Across the USA! 

February 3, 2018 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

February 10-19, 2018 Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week! NY Events Across the USA! 

March 3, 2018 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

TBD 

April 20 & 21, 2018 
April 22, 2018 

SLEDNY EDUCATIONAL FORUM & 
NYSSA Annual Meeting 

Niagara  Falls Conference Center 
101 Old Falls St., Niagara Falls, NY 

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

September 20, 2017 

Oct 12, 2017 

Nov 15, 2017 

Dec 13, 2017 

Jan 18, 2018 

Feb 14, 2018 

Mar 14, 2018 

NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

Sheraton Hotel 

Reservations 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events/
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.snowmobile.org/snowmobiling-safety.html
http://takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1707171031&key=1B78B8C3
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1707171031&key=1B78B8C3

