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NYS UNREGISTERED SNOWMOBILE FINES INCREASE to  

“Up To $500.00” on JanUary 1, 2018! 

 

 Recently, the NYS Legislature and Gover-

nor Cuomo passed into law legislation that in-

creases the fine for those that ride off their own 

property without the required NYS DMV snowmo-

bile registration.  That fine previously imposed by 

Judges read “up to $200.00”, but the new law reads 

“…minimum of $200.00, and a maximum of 

$500.00”.   

 The reason for this change was the severity 

of the number of riders who are reportedly riding on 

the NYS snowmobile trail system, which is main-

tained by all-volunteer clubs and a few municipali-

ties who all rely on the trail funding portion of the 

sled registrations via the reimbursement program 

administered by NYS Parks, without registering 

first.  These new fines and the entire updated law 

goes into place as of Jan 1, 2018. 

Snowmobile Definition 

 Included in this law is also a better defini-

tion of a “snowmobile” by NYS regulations and 

other agency laws.  DMV had been receiving an alarming number of registration attempts by people looking to side-

step the legal definition through a slight loophole.  The wording has been corrected, and now only those machines that 

have been certified as “a snowmobile” from the original manufacturer for snow and ice use AND meets all of the other 

NYS requirements of a snowmobile (driven by a track and steered by skis and more) meet the new definition.  In most 

cases, lands open to snowmobile use are NOT open to ATVs, off-road bicycles, or even trucks modified with tracks 

and/or skis. 

Additional Funds for Law Enforcement 

 The updated law provides a little more money to the law enforcement agencies who patrol the snowmobile 

trails.  Those patrols have not seen any increase in their revenue since the law was enacted back in the late 1980’s, and 

with budgets being sliced, they needed some help.  With the new higher fines, the plan is to provide more of their safety 

patrols out to catch riders out of control, unregistered, under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and breaking any other 

laws.  Providing safe trails is their goal, and also that of the New York State Snowmobile Association. 

 NYSSA advises those who in the past have chosen to skirt the registration laws and ride on trails without pay-

ing their annual fees to reconsider their actions, not only due to the new higher penalties, but because it’s the right thing 

to do in order to help offset the massive expense it takes to maintain and groom the NYS snowmobile trail network. 

Thank you for your Support! 

 NYSSA thanks the snowmobile community who supported the legislation by submitting letters to their elected 

officials, as well as those elected representatives who passed the updates to this law, especially Senator Betty Little, 

who was the Senate Sponsor, and Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner, who carried it through the Assembly. 

  

Actual text of S4542B, signed into law on October 23, 2017, may be found here. 

The additional funds for Law Enforcement will allow some units to  

upgrade their equipment, and others to increase their patrols.  

Photo by Dan Coffman. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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AD RATES 

UPDATE:   

GOOD NEWS from Redfield!! 

The Redfield Snowmobile  

Association has reported that 

all of their trails have been 

given permission to reopen for 

this coming winter, with only 

one slight re-route on their 

southern end.   

NYSSA would like to thank Woodwise, their major property 

owner who previously closed down their land to snowmobile 

access, as well as to all of the landowners who allow snowmo-

bile trails on their lands.   

In the Redfield situation, NYSSA also wishes to extend a 

heartfelt thank you to all of those volunteers within the club 

that stayed working on this issue and potential reroutes, and 

also to anyone else that got involved in helping to help the 

property owner to rethink their previous closing of their lands. 
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President’s Message:  
         Membership Benefits – What you’re missing out on! 
 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA President  315-697-8130  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

 

Every year I talk to people who say they have never really looked at the benefits of being a club member 
other than to take advantage of the reduced registration costs but I would like to take a minute before the 
snow comes to invite you to check out all of the great benefits you can utilize as a Club/NYSSA member. 
 
The discounts alone should be something you at least check out especially if you are planning on traveling 
this season. NYSSA members are eligible for member discounts on car rentals, hotels, vacation rentals, 
cruises, camping, Yankee tickets, snowmobile tours and Niagara Falls’ Whirlpool Jet Boat tours. 
Other non-vacation discounts offered include discounts on drivers education, electric bill discounts, gifts, 
flowers, insurance including home, life, auto and snowmobile, Snow Trails TV, SuperTrax magazine, tires, 
and snowmobile parts. 
 
Now without knowing it, you have probably missed out on using these discounts on things that you have no 
doubt purchased in the past. I know I have. 
 
When you have a minute to spare, I encourage you to follow the link to the NYSSA website where all of the 
member discounts are listed and I know you will be surprised at the list of benefits you are missing out on. 
We have some new discounts this season, highlighted elsewhere in this issue, just in time for the Holiday 
season. 
 
 
http://nysnowmobiler.com/membership/member-discounts/ 
 
As always, NYSSA encourages its members to support businesses who support snowmobiling and I hope you 
will remember to look back regularly as new discounts are offered each and every year. 
 
Stay safe and see you on the trails! 
 
Rosanne Warner 
NYSSA President 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:vicepresident@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/membership/member-discounts/
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ADIRONDACK POWERSPORTS 

www.adirondackpowersports.com 

APPOLSON'S 

www.appolson.com 

BIBBEN'S SALES 

www.bibbenssales.com 

BOB WEAVER'S MOTORSPORTS 

www.weaverfever.com 

BUCK'S MOTORSPORTS 

www.bucksmotorsports.com 

CAPRARA'S OUTDOOR WORLD 

www.capraraoutdoor.com 

CYCLE SHACK  

www.cycleshackpolaris.com 

DELLA MOTORSPORTS  

www.dellamotorsports.net 

DON'S POLARIS  

www.donspolaris.com 

EDELMANN SALES, INC  

www.edelmannsales.com 

EXCELL MOTORSPORTS  

www.excellmotorsports.com 

FUN UNLIMITED 

www.fununlimitedpolaris.com 

GAMBLE DISTRIBUTORS 

www.gogambles.com  

GRIFFIN MOTORSPORTS 

www.griffinmotorsports.com  

INGLES PERFORMANCE  

www.inglesperformance.com 

JAN-CEN AUTOMOTIVE  

www.shopjancen.com 

KUBECKA'S POLARIS  

www.kubeckas.s5.com 

LEISURE TIME  

www.leisuretimepowersports.com 

M&M POWERSPORTS 

www.mmpolarisny.com  

MADDIE'S MOTORSPORTS 

www.maddiesmotorsports.com  

MATT'S CYCLE CENTER  

www.mattshonda.com 

MENNETO POWERSPORTS 

www.menneto.com 

MOODY POLARIS  

www.moodyspolaris.com 

PIONEER MOTORSPORTS 

www.pioneermotorsports.com  

POLARIS OF RIVERHEAD 

www.hondaofriverhead.com 

POWERHOUSE MOTORSPORTS 

www.powerhousems.com 

PRECISION POWER 

www.precisionpowerservices.com  

PREFERRED POWERSPORTS  

www.preferredpowersports.com 

SCHOFF POLARIS 

www.schoffpolaris.com  

SSR POWERSPORTS  

www.ssrpowersports.com 

SPORTLINE POWER 

www.sportlinepower.com 

SPORTS UNLIMITED  

www.sportsunlimited.com 

T. NELSON SALES 

www.tnelsonsales.com 

TC SPORTS  

www.tc-sports.net 

TEIXEIRA'S POLARIS 

www.texeiraspolaris.com 

WAITE MOTORSPORTS  

www.waitemotorsports.com 

ZAMBRI MOTORSPORTS 

www.zambrismotorsports.com 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

The other day my Google Alerts pulled up a story relating to snowmobiling in Michigan.   For those of you who are not 

aware Michigan has the largest number of snowmobile registrations in the United States.  When I started reading the 
article a number immediately came to mind on what the total registration in Michigan were, nearly 400,000.  I was 

somewhat in shock when I saw that recent registrations struggled to approach 300,000. 
 

Michigan like NY has lost 25% of their registrations.   The reasons cited are very much like reasons in our own state.  

First there was the Great Recession of 2007-08.  The recession killed consumer confidence and drove new sled sales into 
the toilet.  Both states have lost manufacturing jobs in those areas where snowmobiling is a big deal.  While we have 

many white collar riders, our core goes well beyond those jobs and these trade jobs appear to be leaving the state.  
Warm winters have not been any help either. 

I am a Baby Boomer and I enjoyed accumulating stuff including my two sleds.  Everything I have read indicates that 
“Millennials” (<40) and generation “Z” (those born with a digital device in their hands) have a much different attitude.  

They would rather borrow something than own it, a condo instead of a home, Uber, Lyft, and Zip cars, high college 
debt, etc. 

Does this mean that we give up on these next generations?  Not at all!  What it means is that’s we need to work hard 
on introducing these generations to snowmobiling.  At the turn of the last Century there were many folks getting into 

snowmobiling.  Registrations grew quickly as folks flocked to the sport.  Now nearly twenty years later, we need to pro-

actively introduce people to the sport.. women and the younger generations are an untapped participant. 

SLEDNY in partnership with NYSSA and many local clubs have organized eleven TAKE A FRIEND SNOWMOBILING 

events.  These are great opportunities to introduce those who have never ridden and those who have not ridden in a 
number of years to great sport.  I hope that you will support these events and deliver to them a potential new snowmo-

biler. 

On the next page is the current list of events and I am sure events will be added before the winter sets in! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:dominic@nysnowmobiler.com
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Date Location Sponsoring Club and Contact 

January 20, 2018  Hudson Crossings Park, Schuylerville Saratoga and Washington County Associations 

January 27, 2018 Grafton State Park, Grafton Grafton Trail Blazers 

January 27, 2018 Pulaski Winter Festival, Pulaski Pulaski-Boylston Snowmobile Club 

January 28, 2018 Chestnut Hill County Park, Orchard Park Hamburg Snowmobile Club 

February 4, 2018 Missing Link Groomer Barn, Carthage  Missing Link Snowmobile Club 

February 10, 2018 Bemus Point Winterfest Snowmobile Clubs of Chautauqua County 

February 11, 2018 RS Maher and Son Fillmore Winter Warriors 

February 17, 2018 Byron Park, Indian Lake Indian Lake Snowarriors 

February 18, 2018 Lawson Lake County Park Albany County Clubs and Albany County 

February 24, 2018 Broome County, Location to be Announced Ridge Riders Snowmobile Club 

March 4, 2018 Forestport, Oneida County  Trackside Blazers 

ITS 

FUN!! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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2018 

SUPER 
RAFFLE! 

 
 

Arctic Cat 
ZR200 

 
 
1 of 3 snowmobile 
grand prizes 
 
 
 

Donated By: 

Sun & Snow  

Recreation  

Arctic Cat dealer 
 
 

Look for the  

2018 SUPER RAFFLE tickets 

coming soon to your local club! 

2018 Arctic Cat ZR200 

THANK YOU  

To the 

SADALLAH FAMILY! 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR THE LATEST UPDATES! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation/ 

 

nysnowassoc  @NYSnowAssoc 

Salmon Creek Snowmobile Club celebrates 50th Anniversary! 

Submitted by Greg Vogt 

This year is our club’s 50th Anniversary, which we are very 
proud of. Our club was formed in 1966 and we were incorpo-
rated in 1967. I also believe that we may be the oldest club in 
New York State! Our club’s trail system is located west of 
Rochester in the Brockport, Hamlin and Holley area. We have 
come a long way in 50 years from painting milk jugs for trail 

markers and dragging bed springs down the trail, to having two class A groomers.  

Interview with Ted Narburgh, Orleans County Snowdrifters  

by Ernie Orgar Jr. 

 
 Ted Narburgh has been snowmobiling since the early 1970s. Through the years, he has seen many 
changes in the sport. Early on, snowmobile enthusiasts saw the need to get organized. Ted and his wife  
Seanne were willing to step up and lend a helping hand;Ted, as club president for 20 years (Orleans County 
Snowdrifters) and Seanne, as secretary for almost as long. Recently, I interviewed Ted with the following 
questions: 

Q: What was you first snowmobile? 

Ted: I bought two slightly used 1972 Rupp snowmobiles for $400 from Thunder Trail, a dealership  
in Albion, NY 

Q: What got you into the sport? 

Ted: I had some friends who had snowmobiles and wanted something to do outside during the winter. 

Q: How many members were in the first organized snowmobile club that you got involved in? 

Ted: The Lyndonville snow packers had approximately 30 members when I joined in 1994. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://www.instagram.com/nysnowassoc/
https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
https://membership.nysnowmobiler.com/login
http://www.salmoncreeksnowmobile.org/
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Q: What problems did they 
face at that time? 

Ted: They had trouble afford-
ing insurance. At that time, 
the club had to pay insurance 
so they could ride on private 
land owners property. Fund-
raisers helped the club pay for 
insurance. Today, the state 
pays for it. 

 

Q: When did the government 
get involved with the club? 

Ted: When NYSSA got up and 
running, circa 2003. Snowmo-
bile club members got some 
of their money back from 
snowmobile registrations and 
licenses through the club. 

 

Q: Describe the trails during 
the early years. 

Ted: If the trails were marked 
at all, we used one gallon milk 
jugs with numbers on them 
and hung them in the trees. 
We also used painted posts - 
no signs. Once the state government got involved with the club, they wanted safe, marked, trails with signs. 

 

Q: Were local businesses accommodating to snowmobilers back then? 

Ted: Very much so. Any businesses that accommodated us snowmobilers during the winter were rewarded 
with repeated business in the summer by us. They loved snowmobilers. 

 

Q: What was your favorite riding destination? 

Ted: Bob’s Bar on Route 98 in Genesee County. That was a long fun ride for my wife and I. 

 

Q: In your opinion, What is the biggest problem that clubs are facing today? 

Ted: Getting members to be active in club activities. Nowadays you can go on-line to join a club and become 
a “faceless” member. Before, you had to physically attend a club meeting to join. 

(Narburgh, Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 12) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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Q: In your opinion, what was the most significant improvement that snowmobile manufacturers have made 
to sleds during the last fifty years? 

Ted: Durability. You would never leave home without spare sparkplugs. They would foul right out. Ditto for 
drive belts. With a modern sled, the spare plugs you have for them rust out before you use them! 

 Also, modern sleds are warmer. We used to have to stop and build a fire to keep warm on some trips. 
We would have fun though, cooking hotdogs with the grandchildren and so on. 

 

Q: What is the most popular complaint made by landowners who allow the clubs to make trails through their 
property? 

Ted: Littering. Not necessarily from snowmobilers however. Since trails are easily accessible from secondary 
country roads, some people take advantage of that and dump tires, garbage, even televisions along club 
trails. This upsets the landowners, so out of courtesy we (the clubs) have to deal with trash pickup. The club 
has started to put steel gates to help curb that problem. 

 

Q: What is the most significant improvement in the clubs trail system? 

Ted: Signage and grooming. 

 

Q: In your opinion, what is the biggest contributor to snowmobile accidents? 

Ted: Excessive speed. Alcohol is a part of the problem, but speed is the biggest 
contributor. I see a lot of high speed antics, even when I am operating the 
groomer. 

 

Q: Did the club offer any assistance to the community during the Blizzard of 1977? 

Ted: I lent my sleds out to friends to transport medication, food, fuel, kerosene, etc. That was quite the 
storm. 

 
Q: What is your favorite personal snowmobiling memory? 

Ted: Oxtongue Lake in Canada. We would rent three to four cabins for us and our friends for a week.  The 
trails up there are beautiful. Arcade has some really good trails too. We used to spend New Years there. We 
would have a ball! 

 
Q: What advice would you give to somebody considering the sport of snowmobiling? 

Ted: Come see me! I have two sleds and a trailer for sale! (laughs) Seriously, if your budget is tight, consider 
a used snowmobile. Also, join a club and get involved in club activities! 

* * * * * 

 Ted is a retired corrections officer residing in Waterport. His nephew Josh Narburgh was recently 
voted in as club president for the Orleans County Snowdrifters. However, Ted can still be found pounding 
sign stakes and grooming trails all over Orleans County. His experience, guidance, and enthusiasm will bene-
fit the club and the sport for years to come. 

(Continued from page 11) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com
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NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com      November 2017 - Page 13  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 

10 $500 Cash - Onondaga County Snowmobile Assn 

11 $500 Cash - Seven Valley Snow Goers 

12 $500 Cash - Wayne County Snowmobile Clubs 

13 2 night stay+dinner for 2 - The Old Schoolhouse Inn & Rest 

14 2-night stay in a Jacuzzi Suite, off peak - The Edge Hotel 

15 $300 Cash - Greenwood Lake Snowballers Snow. Club 

16 $300 Cash - Snowrats Snowmobile Club 

17 The Ride Lite Classic Combo - 2 pack - Quad County Snow Club 

18 $250 Gift Certificate - Arctic Adventures, Rosendale NY 

19 $250 Cash - Delaware Valley Ridge Riders 

20 $250 Cash - Marilla Sno-Mob Snowmobile Club 

21 $250 Cash - Onondaga County Snowmobile Assn 

22 $250 Cash - Rock Tavern Sno Riders 

23 $250 Cash - Shawangunk Snowmobile & Rescue Club 

24 $250 Cash - Shawnee Sno Chiefs 

25 Arctic Appeal Jacket in Berry or Blue - Divas Snow Gear 

26 Safety Equip Pkg incl Snobunje - Unstuckables  

27 $200 Cash - Caledonia Trailblazers Snowmobile Club 

28 $200 Cash - Cattaraugus County Federation of Snow Clubs 

29 $200 Cash - Childwold Sno Packers 

30 $200 Cash - Cranberry Lake Mountaineers 

31 $200 Gift Certificate - DDS Motorsports, Utica NY 

32 $200 Gift Certificate - Doug's Powersports, Cortland NY 

33 $200 Gift Certificate toward Polaris Helmet - Edelmann Sales 

34 $200 Cash - Enchanted Mountains Border Riders 

35 $200 Cash - Hilton Sno Flyers 

36 $200 Gift Certificate - Jan-Cen Motorsports, Elma NY 

37 $200 Cash - Lehigh Valley Snow Riders 

38 $200 Cash - Madison County Snowmobile Association 

39 $200 Cash - Niagara County Snowmobile Federation 

40 $200 Cash - Northern Warren Trailblazers 

41 $200 Cash - Oneida County Area Snowmobile Assn 

42 $200 Cash - O-T-Go SnoGoers 

43 $200 Cash - Penn Mountain Snowmobile Club 

44 $200 Cash - Royal Motor Company, Cortland NY 

45 $200 Cash - Salisbury Ridgerunners Snowmobile Club 

46 $200 Cash - Seneca Sledders 

47 $200 Cash - Washington County Assn of Snowmobile Clubs 

48 $200 Cash - Wyoming County Snowmobile Federation 

49 $150 Cash - Cayuga County Snowmobile Assn 

50 1 nights lodging & hot breakfast - Tailwater Lodge 

51 $100 Cash - Tioga Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club 

VOID VOID VOID VOID       
       

       
       

       
      V

OID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

Tickets 

Available 

From Clubs 

October 21! 

Tickets 

Available 

From Clubs 

October 21! 
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Trail Coordinator Report 
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

TRAILS…and Club Volunteers  

Trail Opening Dates 

Each year at this time when there’s snow in the air and the future forecasts, many riders ask “when do the 

trails officially open?”.  The actual answer is not a specific date in most cases, as the time when clubs and most 
landowners open the trails depends on agreements with those landowners, many of whom hunt and/or allow hunting 
on their properties with the desire that they do not want anyone riding on their land during the seasons.  The 2017 
hunting zones & season dates are included below, but I must emphasize that the trails DO NOT open until the clubs are 
satisfied that their projects are completed, signs are up, and their landowners are satisfied.  Having sufficient snow 
base on the ground is also a requirement on top of everything written above. 

 
(Continued on page 15) 
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The trail situations most clubs have with their  
private landowners is all based on a handshake agree-
ment, which could be pulled at any time of the landowner 
feels disrespected or slighted in their requests to the clubs 
who are responsible for the trails on their lands.  The rea-
son why you read about RESPECT LANDOWNERS and STAY 
ON THE MARKED TRAILS so often in our articles is to get 
that message across to the majority of people who are not 
in touch with clubs regarding the egg-shells they walk on 
with their generous landowners.  Asking people to under-
stand the situation and abide by what most consider to be 
simple requests to STAY OFF THE TRAILS UNTIL THE SEA-
SON IS OFFICIAL, STAY ON THE TRAILS, and to RESPECT 
THE LANDOWNERS is what we all have to do in order to 
keep the trails open.  These requests are recognized by 
many, but unfortunately there always seems to be the few 

that really don’t care about the sport they enjoy and go out to deliber-
ately jeopardize the trail locations by not following the simple rules in 
place.  PLEASE don’t be that person who ruins it for the rest of us!  Get 
involved with your club(s) and be a part of the groups that build, sign, 
and groom the trails, getting more updated as to what is involved.     

 

Trail Closure Issues and Updates 

I touched on this serious discussion last month and wanted to bring it up 
again.  Most people have heard about recent trail closures that have 
been publicized.  In areas where clubs can’t fix conflicts with their land-
owner will require reroutes, many hours of volunteer effort to plan/
build/sign those reroutes, and new bridges or culverts may be required 
as well.  Clubs’ goal for the trail system is to keep the connectivity of 
their respective segments open and passable, for all of our ability to go 
from one community to another to another, as well as for local eco-

nomic business which helps everyone with keeping local taxes down.  And the clubs all do need volunteer help with 
their lofty goal! 

Trail closures could be due to a myriad of factors…some being a new property owner; a new structure on for-
merly vacant land; an irate landowner who is done dealing with issues they may feel disrespected over, land-use 
changes; or any other of the many reasons why trail permission may be revoked.  Comprehension of what these land-
owners are stating to clubs is imperative to keeping sustainable trails going well into the future.  But when trails do 
close for any reason, having enough help to work on the new trail routes is key for a complete trail network.  Watch for 
social media posts and/or NYSSA alerts for more info on trail-work plans on such reroutes.  When coming to a trail 
closed section, please adhere to the detour signage and follow the “new trail” marked route.  

(Continued from page 14) 
 

(Continued on page 17) 

HUNTING SEASON DATES, BY ZONE:  

You can find complete information on the 
DEC’s website, here: 

 http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/28605.html 

 

NOTE:  Keep in mind, there are extended hunting sea-
sons in some regions and not in others.  Know where 
you want to ride IF there’s enough snow on the ground, 
then contact the local club(s) directly or by visiting their 
websites or social media pages in order to find out for 
sure the status of their trails PRIOR to venturing out. 
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Trail Signage  

Signing Trails and Education Classes for Volunteers 

 NYSSA is again continuing our education of proper snowmobile trail sign-
age going, and as a major point being emphasized this year being that ALL yellow 
signs with black lettering and/or illustrations are meant to alert riders of an im-
pending change in the trail characteristic.  Riders should recognize them as a cau-
tionary warning to slow down, being fully prepared to travel past such trail 
situations safely.  Signs such as “DANGER:  BARBED WIRE AHEAD”, “TRAIL NAR-

ROWS”, “CURVE AHEAD” and “WINTER CROP” 
are examples of these yellow cautionary signs which riders will see while snowmobi-
ling on the marked trails that indicate areas of concern.  Yellow arrows are generally 
placed at the apex (outside edge) of the curves, with curve ahead warning signs 
used in advance of most curves.  Remember…STAY RIGHT and BETWEEN THE 
STAKES!   

Also, it is our intent to pass-along the NYS Parks Signing Guidelines Handbook link to 
all riders each month during the fall and winter, so they can take the opportunity to 
better understand the signage that is used on snowmobile trails.  The except below 
is taken directly from the signing guidelines and covers some of the reasons for the 
trail signing handbook which the club volunteers use as direction: 

“Objectives, Purposes, and Roles 

Recognizing the objectives and purposes of signing and the role of the participants will help provide the guid-
ance for a well signed trail. 

TRAIL SIGNING OBJECTIVE:  It is the goal of Parks to achieve a comprehensive and uniform 
system of trail signing across the state. The objective of trail signing is to: 

• enhance the safety of persons, vehicles, and property,   

• improve travel within and between trail systems,   

• increase comfort and confidence in navigating the statewide trail system,  

• standardize and promote recreational snowmobiling. 

THE PURPOSE OF TRAIL SIGNS:  The purpose of snowmobile trail signs is to: 

• regulate the flow of traffic along the trails,   

• warn riders of trail characteristics and potential hazards,   

• provide information necessary to the enjoyment of the recreation. 

ROLES:  The responsibility of Parks is to set guidance for the signing of state funded recreational snowmobile 
trails and provide a model for local trails. Responsibility for installing, maintaining, and removing trail signage 
rests with the local snowmobile program administrator (Local Sponsor) and/or Trail Maintenance Entity 
(TME).”   (NOTE, TME is the entity that maintains official snowmobile trails) 

The handbook is found here:  https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/snowmobiles/
documents/2017NYSSnowmobileSignHandbook.pdf  

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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There should never be excuses as to riders not seeing trail signs or knowing what their meanings are, and 
the line below from NYS Parks and Recreation law clearly puts the actual responsibility onto the owners and/or op-
erators of snowmobiles emphasizes that is as important than cautionary signage.  Signs are great, but it is every 
snowmobilers’ responsibility for their own actions:  

“…snowmobiling is a voluntary activity that may be hazardous…”. 

 
 

Adirondack Rail-Trail News  

 An UPDATE to the situation and the Judge’s determination in Oct. that the 2016 DEC and DOT planned trail 
development between Tupper Lake and Lake Placid on the state-owned corridor:  The NYS Attorney General an-
nounced recently that the State acting on the behalf of the DOT and DEC agencies filed a NOTICE OF APPEAL.  As 
news of the appeal and any other important clarifications of this rail-trail are given publicly, we will continue to keep 
everyone updated in our articles, on the website, and via our social media sites.   

 As a Board member of the Adirondack Rail Trail Advocates (ARTA), I represent NYSSA and interact with many 
other user-group representatives.  ARTA is now pressing forward with a renewed effort to removes the rails as far 
south as Thendara, and our past NYSSA resolutions of support have included such language.  It is well-know that the 
segment north of Big Moose Station is the most important section to travel between the Old Forge area and points 
north, like Long Lake, Cranberry Lake, and Saranac Lake too.  The rails hamper snowmobile use early in the season, 
during warm-spells where sun heats the steel rails melting the snow, and ends the season early due to the rails 
showing through. 

If anyone has interest in becoming more aware of the judicial decision, issues surrounding the next phase of 
action needed, and to learn how to submit comments to the State, please visit ARTA’s webpage at:  
http://thearta.org/news/news.htm .  

 
 
 

Join a club, wherever you ride! 

 

SLOW DOWN!  Enjoy the 
ride…safely! 

TRAIL VOLUNTEERS…NEVER 

ENOUGH OF THEM! 

THINK!  You are  

an ambassador of this sport. 

(Continued from page 17) 
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New Business Members!! 

593 Rapids Rd  

Champlain, New York 12919   Arctic Cat 

Tel: 518-298-5381  

www.bechardfarmequipment.com 

Become a NYSSA Business Member! 

Application here 

… we’ll donate $50 back to your Club 

… we’ll list your business on our  
     website 

… we’ll give you one FREE business card sized ad 
 

You’ll reach 60,000 snowmobilers and their families! 

  Online Driver Ed..  

 

 

 

Just $22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jackie Macaluso  herronrealty@gmail.com 

www.herron-realty.com 

 

3347 NY-28, Old Forge, NY 13420 

(315) 369-6011 

www.oldforgecamping.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3188 State Route 28 

Old Forge, NY 13420 

315-369-2484 

www.watersedgeinn.com 

37231 NYS Route 3 

Carthage, NY 13619 

 
(315) 493-2270 

www.dealer-gambledistributors.com 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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RUSSH:  Respect—Understanding—Safety—Stewardship—Honor 

By Rosanne Warner, NYSSA President 

 
On Saturday, October 14, 2017, RUSSH held their 1st Annual Family 
Fundraiser at the North Country Driving Range in Boonville, NY.  The 
fun-filled day was a great fundraiser and the proceeds were donated 
to the Lewis County and Oneida County Snowmobile Law Enforce-
ment programs to support education and law enforcement in two of 
New York’s busiest snowmobiling counties.  

The day included a chicken BBQ and pig roast as well as a basket raf-
fle, kid’s games, golf challenges, teaching clinics, vendor booths and 
the very popular Dunk a Cop fundraiser. The Lost Trails Snowmobile 
Club, South Tug Hill SnoRiders Snowmobile Club and the Brantingham 
SnoMads Snowmobile Club were all on hand renewing membership 
and selling club apparel.   

Officers Mike Leviker and Rob Snider were good sports for the cause 
and climbed up into the hot seat of the dunking booth for charity.  
RUSSH’s own Sean Leahey also took a turn getting dunked into the 
chilly water.  A big thank you goes out to each one for donating their 
time for a good cause – and getting wet !! 

The day’s event raised over $2,100 and will go to benefit both County 
Sheriff Departments and their mission to educate snowmobilers and 
send them home alive.  

Mike Leviker of the Lewis County Sheriff’s  

department sends Rob Snider from the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department for a swim. Both 

Mike and Rob can be found out patrolling the 

snowmobile trails in winter.  

Photo by Rosanne Warner 

Mike Leviker takes his turn in the Dunk Tank. 

New Trail Signing Handbook  

Available Online! 

CLICK IMAGE TO VIEW! 
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Membership Has Its Benefits… New Member 
Discounts for you just in time for the holidays! 

NYSSA Travel Discount Program 

NYSSA is pleased to offer an exclusive worldwide travel discount service 
to our members. Savings average 10-20% below-market on all hotels and 
car rental suppliers around the world. 

Save time and money. Let us negotiate the best deals and comparison 
price for you.  

Any hotel, any car, anywhere, anytime. 

Click here to save on your next trip. 

VIEW ALL THE DISCOUNTS AT http://nysnowmobiler.com/membership/member-discounts/ 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Niagara Falls, New York will be the site of the next Forum and Annual Meeting and of 

course, the 9th Annual NYSSA Vintage Show.  Have you thought about bringing your 

favorite vintage sleds to show? 

This year’s show will include classes for both original and restored snowmobiles. 

As many of you know, NYSSA has worked for many seasons to try to get vintage snowmo-

bile registration legislation passed and as many of you have asked, it has not passed—yet. 

As an update on where this bill sits, Senator James L Seward introduced the Vintage Snow-

mobile bill to the State Senate and the bill has passed.  A very big thank you goes out to 

State Senator Seward for his efforts in bringing this bill forward for all of the vintage riders 

who only take their sleds out for a few miles once or twice a year. 

In the State Assembly, Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi has reintroduced this bill to the for 

the 2017 legislative session but unfortunately the bill has remained with the Assembly’s 

Transportation Committee for review.   

The bill proposes that snowmobiles manufactured before 1980 would be exempt from regis-

tration. Snowmobile owners would still be required to insure their sleds and carry proof of 

insurance if riding on public trails or public land. 

Many vintage snowmobile enthusiasts brought this issue forward to NYSSA several years 

ago and NYSSA worked to get the issue known by our elected officials.  Now NYSSA is 

asking for some help from the vintage snowmobile community and hope that you will 

take a minute to write to your local Assembly Representative in support of the passage of 

this bill.   

Even just a quick hand written note will help in making our elected officials in Albany know 

that we support the legislation and hope that they will too.  

 

Vintage Sled Bill 

9 T H  A N N U A L  N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  V I N T A G E  S H O W  

Vintage Sled Corner 

1 Antique 1968 and Older (Original)               

2 Antique 1968 and Older (Restored)              

3 Trail Sled 1969-1975 (Original) 

4 Trail Sled 1969-1975 (Restored)                 

5 Trail Sled 1976-1985 (Original) 

6 Trail Sled 1976-1985 (Restored) 

7 Trail Muscle – All Years (Original) 

8 Trail Muscle – All Years (Restored)               

9 Factory Race Sled 1983 & Older                

10 Active Race Sled 1986 & Older 

11 Custom Class – Any Year                             

12 Most Unique                                              

13 Cutter Combo Class                                       

14 Mini Sled Class                                         

15 Forgotten Wonders                                     

16 Delegates Class                                          

17 Farthest Traveled                                          

18 Best of Show                                             

19 People’s Choice  

Registration opens on Friday, April 20, 2018 and judging will be held on Saturday,  

April 21st. Awards will be presented at the Awards Luncheon (meal tickets sold  

separately)  Class registrations will be $5.00 with a $20 maximum for an unlimited  

number of sleds.   

Thank you to all of the shows sponsors including Super Trax Magazine, Voss Signs and 

JGB Enterprises, Inc. as well as all of the clubs and associations who have supported the 

event in the past. 

Vintage Sled of the Month 

Honorable mention 

1970 Boa-Ski Mark II 493 

1963 Mallard Sno-Wing 
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

NEW YORK STAT E  

SNOWMOBI LE ASSOCIATI ON 

 

 

 

Club Events are listed on our website:   www.nysnowmobiler.com/events 

Safety Courses are listed at 

http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 

December 2, 2017 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Rusty Rail 
Canastota, NY 

January 6, 2018 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

Tailwater Lodge 
Altmar, NY 

January 20-28, 2018 Safety Week! Learn more Across the USA! 

February 3, 2018 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

The Beeches Inn & Conference Ctr 
Rome, NY 

February 10-19, 2018 Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week! NY Events Across the USA! 

March 3, 2018 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

Nicole’s 
Camden NY 

April 20 & 21, 2018 
April 22, 2018 

SLEDNY EDUCATIONAL FORUM & 
NYSSA Annual Meeting 

Niagara  Falls Conference Center 
101 Old Falls St., Niagara Falls, NY 

(11 days after each BOD Meeting). 

Dec 13, 2017 

Jan 18, 2018 

Feb 14, 2018 

Mar 14, 2018 

NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

Sheraton Hotel 

Reservations 

https://nysnowmobiler.com
https://nysnowmobiler.com/events/
http://www.nysparks.com/recreation/snowmobiles/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.snowmobile.org/snowmobiling-safety.html
http://takeafriendsnowmobilingny.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1707171031&key=1B78B8C3
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1707171031&key=1B78B8C3

