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A Resolution Supporting the Development of an Amended 
UMP to Establish a Multi-Use Trail Along the Remsen-Lake 
Placid Travel Corridor; and Supporting the Removal of the 
Rails and Ties Between Big Moose Station to Lake Placid 

_________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, the New York State Snowmobile Association represent 
snowmobilers throughout the State of New York and beyond; and  
WHEREAS, snowmobiling contributes $868 million dollars to the 
New York State economy in an average year; and  
WHEREAS, the New York State Snowmobile Association has held 
since 1995 the “temporary use permit” for snowmobile use and 
trail maintenance activity in which many snowmobile clubs and 
volunteers participate; and  
WHEREAS, the Adirondacks is the number one reported area for 
snowmobiling in the State, where 37% of all snowmobile rides 
take place in NY; and  
WHEREAS, a Unit Management Plan (UMP) was prepared by a 
committee of state agencies led by the NYS Department of 
Transportation in 1995; and  
WHEREAS, this UMP identified the Travel Corridor as an important 
artery connecting snowmobile trails throughout a major portion of 
the Adirondack Park and surrounding area, actually listing the 
corridor as “the most important snowmobile trail in the State”; 
and  
WHEREAS, in the UMP, the use of the corridor as a train corridor 
during three seasons of the year was identified to allow the 
railroad service to possibly grow; and  
WHEREAS, railroad service has not been established along the 
entire length of the rail corridor, twenty-three (23) years after the 
adoption of the original UMP; and 
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WHEREAS, the Adirondack Scenic Railroad has failed to effectively 
maintain the rail corridor, requiring the Department of 
Transportation to take emergency actions to save the corridor’s 
infrastructure several times over recent years; and  
WHEREAS, the cost of bringing the entire corridor up to a useable 
standard for train service is estimated by some to be in the range 
of $20 million to over $45 million, well beyond state and federal 
resources for the foreseeable future; and  
WHEREAS, the rails are an impediment to the safe use of 
snowmobiles on the corridor during a good part of the winter in 
the Adirondack region, leaving unrealized the full economic 
benefits from snowmobile use during the winter months to the 
nearby communities who need that wintertime boost; and 
WHEREAS, NYSSA previously supported the State’s amended UMP 
proposal (2016) to remove the rails and ties from Tupper Lake to 
Lake Placid; and 
WHEREAS, the Adirondack Scenic Railroad successfully challenged 
that plan in court despite broad public support for the multi-use 
trail’s implementation; and  
WHEREAS, the removal of the rails between Big Moose Station and 
Lake Placid would allow that segment of the corridor to be 
developed into a multi-use, 4-season trail that would bring 
immediate economic benefits to the adjoining communities and 
allow an extended snowmobile season and provide for a range of 
recreational uses including bicycling, hiking, jogging and other uses 
that a rail-trail conversion with rails removed would be able to 
support; and   
WHEREAS, the Adirondack Scenic Railroad currently uses the 
section of the state-owned and maintained corridor from Remsen 
to Big Moose Station for their Utica-based excursion rides during 
spring, summer, and fall, which NYSSA recognizes to be an 
economic and tourism benefit to that region; and 
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WHEREAS, the Adirondack Scenic Railroad has not run any 
passenger trains between Saranac Lake and Lake Placid for the 
past four years and never from Big Moose Station to Saranac Lake. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Snowmobile 
Association Board of Directors does hereby support the removal of 
rails between Big Moose and Lake Placid for the purpose of having 
a recreational multiuse, 4-season trail established on the Remsen-
Lake Placid Travel Corridor and that: 

1. Snowmobile use continues as an allowable use during the 
winter months; and 

2. Maintenance of the RR Corridor infrastructure shall remain 
with the NYS Department of Transportation; and  

3. That the corridor remain a rail trail Travel Corridor under the 
land classifications and definitions of the Adirondack State 
Land Master Plan; and 

4. That the Travel Corridor shall always be treated by a separate 
and distinct Unit Management Plan within the Adirondack 
Forest Preserve and shall not be merged into any other 
management plan or land classification; and  

5. That the NYS Department of Transportation continue to 
maintain the Travel Corridor as a transportation corridor in a 
condition for possible future rail line use, if that use should 
once again be needed; and  

6. That no recreational ATV use be allowed on the corridor; and 
7. That no winter train use be allowed anywhere on the 

corridor that would displace existing snowmobile use; and 
8. That the existing Utica based Remsen to Big Moose Station 

excursion line be continued and supported into the future for 
as long as the railroad vendor can remain sustainable; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution advocating the 
development of a new UMP Amendment be distributed by the 
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Secretary of NYSSA to the Governor, the Commissioners of the NYS 
Department of Transportation and Department of Environmental 
Conservation, the Adirondack Park Agency, members of the State 
Assembly and Senate who represent the Adirondack Park Area and 
adjoining communities; the Adirondack Association of Towns and 
Villages, and to such others who may have an interest in the future 
of the Adirondack’s Remsen-Lake Placid Travel Corridor. 
 
Adopted by the New York State Snowmobile Association, 
this 2nd day of February, 2019. 
Kelly Grammo, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


