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July 11, 2019 

 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo  

The Governor of the State of New York 

Executive Chambers 

NYS Capitol  

Albany, NY 12224 

 

 

Dear Governor Cuomo:  

 

To say that the July 3, 2019 published decision by the State Supreme Court Appellate Division, 

Third Judicial Department was disappointing would be an understatement.   The Court’s decision 

that ruled against the state’s effort to build a 27-mile network of snowmobile trails in the North 

Country has severely undermined years of planning by both the state and local government.   It 

has negated the assurances State Government gave to local officials when the state purchased 

large tracks of land from the Nature Conservancy.  The State assured local government that the 

public land would become an economic engine for the region as an outdoor recreational asset for 

many New Yorkers to enjoy.   

 

During the last decade State DEC worked tirelessly on a Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondacks.  

That plan as a central principle envisioned trails being moved from the interior of forest units to 

the periphery.  While this action would involve cutting trees it would leave the forest 

environment in a better state than before.  Too many trails just happened and were not planned 

for the best location in relation to the environment.  

 

The Court did say they agreed with the lower court in that snowmobile trails were not highways 

in the forest.  But their ruling that the construction of these 27 miles of trail was unconstitutional 

on the basis of the trees being cut has in a single decision thrown out the Snowmobile Plan for 

the Adirondack Park and destroyed years of trust building between the snowmobile community, 

the local governments, DEC and the APA. 

 

In its decision the Court redefined the meaning of “timber” within Article XIV of the State 

Constitution.  For decades DEC used “3-inch diameter breast height” as the standard for a tree to 

be considered “timber.”  The decision leaves no floor for what is considered “timber.”  If 

allowed to stand this decision will have significant negative impacts on every project planned for 

state land within the Park.  Its impact will go well beyond snowmobile trails.  It has the potential 

to undermine the outdoor recreation economy that has been building in the Adirondack Park. 
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This decision cannot be allowed to stand.  We respectfully request that you direct the NYS DEC 

to appeal this decision.  The snowmobile community, the outdoor recreation community and the 

State have nothing to lose and everything to gain by pursuing an appeal.   

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

Dominic Jacangelo 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  Commissioner Basil Seggos, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

Zachary Knaub, Acting Counsel to the Governor 

Jennifer Maglienti, Assistant Counsel to the Governor 

Amanda Lefton, First Assistant Secretary for Energy & the Environment 

 

 


