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The 2020 OCSA Super Raffle Drawing is June 6th.   

 

Tickets stubs must be returned to  

ONONDAGA COUNTY SNOWM0BILE ASSOCIATION  

P. O. Box 357  

Tully, NY 13159  

  

 

 

The drawing will be broadcast LIVE on our Facebook page on  

Saturday, June 6th. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation/ 
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President’s Message: State of the Association 
by Rosanne Warner, NYSSA President  315-697-8130  president@nysnowmobiler.com  

Hoping you all had a Happy Memorial Day and thank you to all of our Veterans for everything you have done to serve our 
country.  Everyone at NYSSA hopes you are well and enjoyed whatever small celebration you may have had given all celebrations 
were kept small due to the coronavirus.  

It is to no one’s surprise that this year has been a bit different than anyone has ever experienced, but as the state slowly opens up, I 
hope that you will all stay healthy. On the bright side, at least the weather has finally started to turn for the better, but I think it’s 
safe to say that it’s officially black fly and mosquito season again.  

While on pause with everyone else in the country, I took some time to read through some more of the “On the Trail” newspapers 
that used to circulate the state between the 1970’s and the early 2000’s. I am sorry to say that I am still in the 70’s because I read 
them cover to cover and scan in a lot of the old stories that help me to understand more about the history of organized 
snowmobiling in New York State. 

The way that three separate organizations dedicated to snowmobiling in New York 
came together and (with a certain degree of growing pains) eventually turned into 
what NYSSA is today. The largest and one of the most successful state snowmobile 
associations in the world. Yes – world.   

Even Wikipedia advertises that fact, so to all our dedicated members, thank you so 
much for continuing to support your clubs and the sport. 

Those old newspapers have really become our history books. Long gone are the 
Maurice Switzer’s, Ed McManus’s and Russell Snyder’s who paved the way for 
snowmobiling to be the great family sport it has come to be.  

With the retirement of the founding members of the organization, I have found over 
my past ten years at NYSSA that we sometimes lose our way or are unsure of the 
reasons why things were done the way they were. It helps us to better plan to move 
the sport forward and not make the same mistakes we made in the past. 

Everything those founding members did was to further the sport and provide better, safer trails for everyone. It is common 
knowledge that the club membership numbers were down from another bad season of snowfall and your clubs are limited on 
fundraising opportunities. They are all trying to carry on the idea that trails need to be better and safer just like our founders and 
they need your support this year more than ever. 

This coming season I am hoping that you will all consider renewing your membership early because without fundraising money 
due to the pandemic canceling club events, most clubs will be very tight on funds come snow season. Please support your local 
clubs and renew early! 

Thinking of the pioneers in the sport made me stop and ponder on the 
generational gaps again. I was surprised to read that not only did the 
Millennial generation surpass the Baby Boomers in size, the Gen Z’s took 
the lead on the entire “largest generation’ stage. Gen X’ers like myself 
continue to be the forgotten generation on this subject as we will probably 
never be bigger than any one generation. But don’t count us out – we may 
be the smallest, but we have the largest buying power of any generation.  

While the Millennial Generation is no longer in the lead for the largest 
generation in the US, like the Gen X’ers, they still wield a lot of buying 

power and make up a significant number in the sport of snowmobiling.  

Generation Z has been found to be the most conservative generation when it comes to saving money and it is still unknown how 
their spending habits will impact the sport in the future. One thing I can say for certain is the Gen Z who lives in my basement, 
who we commonly refer to as our “Cellar Dweller”, is not only excellent at saving his money, he is adamant that he pays cash for 
large purchases and does not possess a credit card. He recently purchased some property for a future home and borrowed zero 
dollars from the bank or Mom and Dad. Who does that at 20?  

He also rides an old 2006 Polaris and continues to hound me to buy a new one so he can HAVE my 2015 and save himself 
thousands. No wonder he has money in the bank. 

What the future holds for the sport may be a mystery, but as the baby boomers age out, the question becomes, will the other 

generations pick up where they left off and continue to carry the torch?  I, for one, sincerely hope they will.    

Have a fun and safe rest of your summer everyone!! Only 210 more days until winter. 

Generation Years Spanned Population 

Greatest 1916 - 1928 1.75 Million 

Silent/WWII 1929 - 1946 23 Million 

Baby Boomers 1947 - 1965 69 Million 

Gen X 1966 - 1981 65 Million 

Millennial 1982 - 1999 82 million 

Gen Z 2000 - 2020 86 Million 
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There are three ways to donate to the Trail  

Defender Fund 

 

1. Donate $20 to Trail Defender at the time 
you renew your club membership on-line. 
2. Mail a check (please put Trail Defender in 
the memo line) to NYSSA, PO Box 740,  
Central Square NY 13036. 
3.Donate using PayPal Click Here 

Thank you to everyone that has  

donated to the Trail Defender Fund 
this month 

 

H   COWENWILSON POTSDAM, NY 

R   MULLER    PORTER CORNERS, NY 

G   BRODERICK    GASPORT, NY 

K   COWEN    POTSDAM, NY 

R   GIANOTTI    SMITHTOWN, NY 

A   HADINGER JR BELLE MEAD, NJ 

M   MAJOR    SKANEATELES FALLS, NY 

M   MOSS     MACEDON, NY 
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Holding Virtual Meetings During the Pandemic 
 

Since the beginning of March, most 
snowmobile clubs and other not for profit 
organizations have found it difficult to 
meet.   Many of our clubs normally meet 
in restaurants and social halls like the 
local VFW.  Those places are off limits 
for the moment, but things are changing 
rapidly.   

The following was shared with the clubs 
as non-legal guidance.  It does not 
substitute or supplant information you 
may get from a club’s legal counsel.  This 
guidance works just as well for all not for profit organizations.  

How does a club or county association meet, when you can’t meet? 

While the pandemic has kept us away from each other, many clubs must pay bills and undertake other club 
actions to stay current with bills and to plan for the future.  At NYSSA, we have had inquiries at the office on 
how a club may continue to conduct business.   We have been faced with the same issues at NYSSA.   We 
have invested in legal counsel and our parliamentarian to gain a good understanding on how to go about 
business during the pandemic.   Keep in mind that the Pause order still restricts gatherings of any type.  
(Gatherings of up to 10 may soon be allowed.)  

Where to start? 

It has been a long time, but this is a good time to re-read your club bylaws and share them with the 
membership and particularly your board of directors.  If your club was incorporated in NY, it is likely, your 
bylaws provide for a defined Board of Directors. That BOD will have a set of powers which will range from 
the approval of bills to be paid, to the election of officers.   While clubs do not always operate with an active 
board of directors, you should check your bylaws to see if one is described.   My club has a membership 
meeting almost every month, but it is almost always the case that most of the BOD is present.  

How can a BOD be important? 

Besides a club’s individual bylaws and certificate of incorporation, NY law also governs how not for profit 
corporations can act.      The law extends certain powers to the board of directors, including the ability to 
conduct virtual meetings unless your bylaws or certificate of incorporation specifically prohibit it.  (Article 7 
of the Not for Profit Corporations Law) 

 

           Continued on page 6 

From the Desk of the Executive Director 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 
dominic@nysnowmobiler.com  888-624-3849 x104 

NYSSA/SLEDNY virtual Board of Directors Meeting on May 16th via GoToMeeting 
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Can the membership meet virtually?  

NY not for profit law does not convey the same flexibility to a membership meeting.  There is no implied au-
thority to conduct a membership meeting virtually.  However, under some circumstances, you must do what 
you have to do to continue to operate.  Legislation has been presented to the Governor that would allow membership 
meetings to be held virtually during the State emergency. 

 

What about the election of officers?   

If your officers are elected by the Board of Directors, your club can hold a virtual meeting of the BOD and 
elect those officers. If your board of directors must be elected by the membership, it may be wise to hold off 
until you can conduct a membership meeting. Under the current circumstances, if elections must be by the 
membership, officers can continue in their current term until such time as a membership meeting can be 
held.   That is what we are doing at NYSSA. 

 Can a meeting be conducted via e-mail?  

The simple answer is no.  Email does not allow for the exchange of comments in real time.  We have all made 
this mistake. 

Can Robert’s Rules help?  

Robert’s Rules does not recognize a meeting except a face to face meeting.   Considering they first came into 
practice in the 1890’s, today’s technology would appear very alien to them.  That stated, your club should still 
conduct any meeting using the meeting protocol established by your bylaws and Robert’s Rules.   It will help 
give the virtual club meeting order. 

Where can you look for additional guidance on a virtual meeting?  

The Attorney General’s Charities Bureau has published a very good guide for meetings during this pandem-
ic.   Holding a virtual meeting is not difficult and many time is preferred to conducting business inconsistent 
with the clubs bylaws. NYSSA conducted a virtual meeting of the board with 37 people online and the tele-
phone.  It went well.   I would add that following the AG’s guidance would result in any reasonable person 
saying the club or association did the best they could under the circumstances, to hold 
a meeting with participation by those involved. 

What formats can a club use? 

Generally, Zoom, “GoToMeeting”, Free Conference Call, or other virtual technology 
that allows two way communication within a group in real time.   You need good in-
ternet connections for Zoom and “GoToMeeting”. 

We are all hoping that we come out of this “pause” soon so that clubs and us personally can get back to busi-
ness! 

Continued from page 5 
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The 2020 SLEDNY Educational Forum that was scheduled for April and rescheduled for 
June has been cancelled. 

We are having a one-day SLEDNY/NYSSA Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon on  

Saturday, August 29th 

The Annual meeting will start at 10 am and will be held at The Oncenter in Syracuse. 

Anyone that paid a registration fee for the Forum will receive a full refund.  A new registration 
page for the Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon will be open soon.  All hotel reservation 
has been cancelled.  There will be a limited number of rooms at The Crowne Plaza and The 

Parkview Hotel for Friday, August 28th. 

Please call Jen at the NYSSA Office at 888-624-3849 ext 101 if you have any questions. 

Keep in mind that just because we have a date does not mean that everything is settled.   Obvi-
ously, the situation with Coronavirus can change, dictating further changes in our plans. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Trail Coordinator Report  
by Jim Rolf, NYSSA Trail Coordinator 
888-624-3849 x 102 jrolf@nysnowmobiler.com 

 

Usually, this time of year, I’d be writing about what was discussed at the Annual Forum and Educational 
Sessions held in April each end-of-the-season.   But with the postponement (twice now) of the annual event this 
year due to the coronavirus and lockdowns making meetings and conventions such as ours impossible to hold, 
there’s not a lot to discuss other than the normal May-June projects I am involved in.  Yes, just because there is the 
virus shutdown of many businesses and millions of US workers are laid-off from their jobs, snowmobile club 
volunteers and club Officers are still required to perform their duties of trail maintenance, State paperwork, and the 
Trail Fund applications that take place each Spring and this period in time within the Parks Program.  

Club volunteers still had to close down their trails and remove the signs, put up any gates they are 
responsible for, and enter their work hours into the State online retention program to qualify for their partial 
reimbursement grants.  Any trails needing to have GPS updates done and/or new trails as well as reroutes needed to 
be submitted to the Parks snowmobile unit for a June 1st deadline.  That work always results in many questions and 
opportunities for clarification from the club reps, which I field and help them with.  Each spring, NYSSA offers 
clubs a significant discount on signs from Voss Signs through our Bulk Sign Order program, which is quite an 
undertaking to prepare for and implement the forms as well as to collect the orders and checks.  This year, NYSSA 
is proud to present a similar bulk sign ordering offer through Voss Signs for “field markers” with a significant 
reduction in their regular pricing for clubs to purchase through.  You may be seeing more of the orange 
polycarbonate plastic poles delineating the outsides of the legal and allowed trails in the coming seasons.  As 
always, respect the posts placed there by the clubs’ volunteers, as they are placed there for good reasons, mostly to 
do with landowner access permission as well as for safety. 

Speaking of the coronavirus and club volunteers, one of the things I have been thinking about is what is the 
future of snowmobile trails in New York State going to be like when we get back to “normal”?  Now, we all see the 
negative posts on social media full of discussions about how long this situation is going to last or how many people 
are planning to move from this State due to how they felt the restrictions here have unduly affected individuals and 
businesses.  I am not going to play on either side, and there’s already too much negativity and negative people out 
there pushing the “doomsday scenarios”.  But my gut feeling is that we WILL see a shortage of club volunteers and 
most likely fewer sleds registered IF we don’t get back to our former “good-ole fashioned Upstate NY winters” and 
our economy doesn’t come booming back right away.  Note that less registration revenue equals less funding 
available to the clubs from the Parks reimbursement program.  Yes, some jobs are unfortunately going to be 
affected in locations where jobs may not return right away, or at all.  Or people who need to find a new line of work 
may not get as lucrative a job as they had, which will ultimately affect their own funds needed to be a snowmobile 
owner.  But we will have to wait to see how all of that plays out in the end, to know for sure while trying to stay 
positive. 

One thing we can count on IS that there will be the need for new club volunteers to perform all of the 
required State paperwork (3 Phases of the project, which goes on all year long); volunteers to rebuild bridges and 
fix washouts along the trails; clubs’ social media and websites will need to be updated; the NYSSA interactive 
webmap (nysnowmobilewebmap.com) will need to be administered by each club; safety signs and trail delineator 
posts will need to go back up; club groomers will need to be prepped to be ready for the snow once the season 
begins; and more.  But nothing can be done until the property owners are contacted annually to gain access 
permission to do all of the trail maintenance work.  All of this, and more, is needed by club volunteers to undertake.  
And my point is this…it may be more important than ever to get new volunteers to offer assistance to the clubs or 
else we may not have the trail system we currently have going forward.  Step up, take the opportunity to get more 
involved in a club where you live and/or ride the most. They will appreciate the help, or else there might not be 
enough other club volunteers to do it all.       

 

 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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Oh no!!! My Snowmobile has been Stolen!!! 
By Dominic Jacangelo, Executive Director 

 
That may be the most depressing five words for some of us 
last winter.   Over time and at least once a year someone 
calls the NYSSA office to let us know that their snowmobile
(s) had been stolen.  One person had their two sleds which 
were for sale out on a trailer in their front yard.  Both trailer 
and sleds were gone!  Another went in to eat at a restaurant 
and away the sled went!   For a number of years I wondered 
about, “How many sleds are stolen from NY each year”?  
The National Insurance Crime Bureau keeps these statistics.   

The NICB is an insurance industry led group focused on 
eliminating insurance related theft and fraud.  The snowmo-
bile sector is only a small part of what data is produced by 
that organization.   

 

The good news is that not a great number of sleds are stolen in NY.  Between Jan 1, 2018 and Dec 31, 2019 (a two year 
period) 47 snowmobiles were stolen in NY.   Just like registrations, Minnesota leads the pack with NY coming in fifth.  
No NY county makes the top twenty counties from which snowmobiles are stolen while Chittenden County in Vermont 
made the list at #20 (7 sleds stolen) as the only north east county.  The good news is that 42% of stolen snowmobiles 
are recovered while 58% of stolen snowmobiles do not have any recovery record at the time of this report. Of the re-
covered snowmobiles, 26% are recovered within a day of being stolen, 53% are recovered within two weeks, and 96% 
are recovered within a year of the reported date of theft.  If you would like to read the entire report you can access it 
here.    

 

 

How to avoid your sled being stolen?  
Here are suggestions from the Bureau: 

1. Do not leave your keys in your sled when unattended.  
 
2.   Don’t park your sled on high snowbank where it can be easily loaded into a 
pickup. 
 
3.   Lock your sled to a tree or other sleds with a chain or cable lock when leav-
ing it over night 
 
4.   Secure your trailer so that it can’t be easily connected to another vehicle.  
Put the hitch lock on so the hitch cannot be engaged.   This is particularly im-
portant in the summer when many of us store our snowmobiles on the trailer for 
a good period of time.  

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
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In New York State snowmobile clubs are 
lucky enough to be given 4.2 million dol-
lars to help with trail maintenance and 
grooming. Without this help of the state, 
trails would not be as enjoyable nor would 
they last with the weather presented in 
New York State. Personally, in my neigh-
borhood, many trails would not be usable 
after a Halloween flood destroyed roads 
and many parts of the countryside. The 
money received allowed the neighboring 
clubs to establish usable trails. Without the 

fixing of the trails and making new ones many people would not 
be enjoying them this winter, me included. The trails I ride on 
personally are always well-groomed thanks to the volunteering 
of the groomers. Many of the trails go through private property 
but in this area, we are fortunate enough to have so many gener-
ous landowners and riders who respect the landowners' request. 
New Yorkers are blessed to have snow this winter because in the 
past snow has not always been reliable enough to come.  

Snowmobiling is a culture where I live, we ride them to school, 
host races, and have weekly dinners at our snowmobile club, 
Salisbury Ridge Runners. Snowmobiling has always been a part 
of my life. I would quite literally not be here without snowmo-
biling. My parents met while snowmobiling and stopping at a 
club named Salisbury Ridge Runners. My dad lived in Florida at 
the time but would come up every year to ride for five weeks. He 
just so happened to meet my mom while up and continued to 
visit New York to continue seeing my mother and ride a snow-
mobile. He has always been passionate about snowmobiling, 
hence why he continued to come back to New York to ride, just 
like when he was a child. I began riding ever since I was able to 
handle squeezing the throttle on my little mini sled. It was only 
from there that I raced that sled every year until I was too big to 
ride it anymore. It was painted red and blue and had a tall trian-
gle orange flag on the back. I never wanted to give that sled up 
until I could finally ride on a bigger sled. My next step was rid-
ing on my yellow and red 340 snowmobile. I took pride in riding 
my snowmobile and wearing my crazy multi-colored patterned 
snowsuits out riding. Snowmobiling has also allowed me to ful-
fill my passion for kids because I am able to be a part of their 
journey of riding sleds. I have always admired how much pride 
my dad takes in running the snowmobile safety course at our 
local club and being one of the Trustee's. He is always prepared 
and makes sure that every kid learns and remembers all the im-
portant hand signals and signs when riding. This club also hosts 
numerous events for the community and even has a yearly 
Christmas party for the children, where Santa comes to visit, and 
where club members host it. I enjoy helping out with both of 
these activities.  I volunteer with my dad to help plan and organ-
ize the free snowmobile safety course for children ten and up at 
my local club. When I can not help in person that day I still do 
all the work to prepare the course for the children.  

We are excited to Announce the Recipients of the Norris and Mary Brusoe and  

Joan & Digger Vriessen SLEDNY/NYSSA Scholarships 

Snowmobiling in my state is, for lack of a better 
phrase, hot and cold. Some weeks, the trails will be 
pushed to the limits. Others, the trails are bare of 
any snow, not a rider in sight. New York weather 
is temperamental, but as much as I can get out and 
get on the trails, I will. Lately, the trails here are 
nice, and the club gets many compliments about 
the groomers and their trails.  

The economy around Salisbury Ridgerunners 
thrives when the weather is prime for snowmo-
bilers. The best example is the Poker Run. Snow-
mobilers from all around stop at each place, grab 
their cards to fill their hand, and then a drink or a 
bite to eat before they head back out on the open 
road. The businesses line up and ask about the 
poker run and its dates and times every year, mak-
ing sure they have their spot. Not only does their 
business thrive that day, but the small businesses  
gain some exposure. The Snow Drags also draw a 
lot of money into the area, because racers come 
anywhere from one day to a week early to get 
ready and test the track, so they stop at some local 
places for food and supplies.  

Snowmobiling for me is a great pastime, along 
with a wonderful experience. The trails often look 
like a winter wonderland, snow sparkling, reflect-
ing the sun. Snowmobiling is a chance for my 
friends and I is a chance for all of us to get  
together and go somewhere, or do something, oth-
er than wasting our gas in our cars to go spend 
money outside of our area. This is a small town, a 
tight-knit community that supports one another. 
However, the only downfall is the amount of 
things there is to do around here. Snowmobiling 
allows kids and parents of all ages to find a way to 
get together and spend time with one another. 
That's why snowmobiling means so much to me.  

Hannah Stack Ryanne Williams 
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The Merging of Two Clubs in Saratoga County 
By Chaz Albertson, President, Saratoga Snowmobile Association, Inc. 
 

Located in Saratoga County in the Southern Adirondack Region, the Mulleyville and Sacandaga Snowmobile Clubs 
have been maintaining and grooming snowmobile trails there since their inception in the early 90’s. The two clubs 
maintained approximately 70 miles of funded and unfunded trails of the Kayaderosseras Mountain Range,  including 
The Great Sacandaga Lake at the base of the mountain to Lake Desolation up near its top. These trails traverse through 
the towns of Corinth, Edinburg, Porter Corners, Greenfield, Middle Grove, and Day, N.Y. with local connections on 
both ends to almost the entire region. Much of the trail system is located at an elevation of anywhere from 1,400 feet 
above sea level to over 2,000 feet. These elevations result in sustained freezing temperatures and higher than average 
snowfall amounts when compared to the surrounding areas. It is not unusual for other nearby areas to have rain or no 
precipitation while these higher mountain elevations receive snow. As a result, most of the trails get an early and pro-
longed base layer, which often allows for an extended snowmobile season. This past year the Mulleyville snowmobile 
club grew to a membership of 554 members while the Sacandaga club saw 344 members. With nearly 70 miles of trails 
and just shy of 900 members, these two clubs were quite stout; however, from the beginning, they have always operat-
ed separately.  

Since the two clubs’ trails are integrally connected, they began helping each other over the past few years. This collabo-
ration allowed the trails to remain open with better conditions whenever storms, manpower issues, equipment failures, 
or other challenges may have otherwise caused serious disruptions in the past. This collaboration led to discussions be-
tween the clubs about the idea of a possible merger. Given the membership counts, as a combined entity, the merged 
club would fall in the top 10 in New York State. 

As merger discussions continued, it became clear that a club of this size with significant membership and trail mileage 
could create a premier snowmobiling experience in the region. The larger merged club would stand a better chance of 
obtaining grant money to purchase additional and better grooming equipment, while the groomer operators from both 
clubs could work together as an integrated team. The management of grooming operations, administration of club busi-
ness, and fundraising, as well as the many other required tasks, could eliminate redundancies and concentrate the vol-
unteers to more effectively complete the large workload. Geographically these clubs reside in the northwest corner of 
Saratoga County, combined with the favor of elevation, snowmobilers from the capital district, Mohawk Valley, and 
Saratoga regions can enjoy world class snowmobile trails within an hour’s drive from home. There is ample parking, 
gas, and restaurants all along the trail system for folks trailering their sleds.  

In March of 2020, the two clubs sent out a proposed merger vote to their respective memberships. The results were an 
overwhelming approval and the merged entity, The Saratoga Snowmobile Association, Inc. was born. As officer and 
board member terms were simultaneously expiring of both clubs, nominations were held and a new board slate was 
created. By the end of March, the Covid-19 pandemic had the entire country on lockdown, causing the group to find 
new ways of conducting business. The club turned to Zoom video conferencing, Google forms and docs, to hold regular 
meetings and create online proxy voting for members. In April, an online vote was held and a new board was created. 
Our board is made up of some of the brightest, competent people that include active military, doctors, salesmen, con-
tractors, real estate brokers, engineers, lineman, and the like.  One point I want to mention is that for a  club to be suc-
cessful, it cannot rely on only a handful of people to be actively engaged in the daily operations, management, and lead-
ership. A successful club must have many dedicated volunteers, both on the board, and actively participating in the op-
erations of the club. For our active volunteers, board members and supporters, we are thankful.  

The board members of the newly formed club decided that in casting the right vision, the first order of business was to 
create a timeline of events to meet in order to have a successful rollout.  The first task was to create a name for the new 
club, which is no simple task as the history of the two clubs goes back generations. That said, the board then discussed 
what some of the long term goals would be for the new club, and working backward from there, the name came about, 
Saratoga Snowmobile Association, Inc.  The reasoning and vision for this choice was simple really. This is a new club, 
residing in Saratoga County, and if you’re from anywhere in the state of New York and you hear the name “Saratoga”, 
instantly your brain will know where that is on a map. Technically we are in Saratoga County, not Saratoga Springs, 
however; we are only a 15 minutes drive from downtown Saratoga. As we work to build a brand name for this newly 
formed club, we hope to respect the history, while working diligently to create a snowmobile club which those who ride 
here are proud to support. The name Saratoga Snowmobile Association, Inc. will allow for future growth by the addi-
tion of additional trail mileage when it becomes available. 

           Continued on page 13 
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Continued from page 12 

So far, the new club, Saratoga Snowmobile Association, Inc., has already worked with an attorney to file the name with 
the department of state and soon will be applying for 501c3 status with the IRS. 

 Some of the highlights of what the club is working on and plan to accomplish are :  

• We have committed to making a purchase of a new side by side for grooming some of the smaller connect 
or trails and doing off-season trail work.  

• Plans to add culverts and bridges to a few wet areas on the trail system and have already done three collabo-
rative work parties, where we brushed about 5 miles of overgrown trails.  

• Plans to overhaul one of Tucker Sno Cats’ running gear during the offseason.  

• Purchase a new 6’ by 8’drag for the new side by side.  

• Overhauling two of the Skandic snowmobiles that are in need of repair.  

• One of our members has started doing some mock ups of our new logo, which we plan to roll out for our  
apparel and equipment lettering in the next few days.  

• Build a large groomer barn for in-season and off-season storage.  

• Host the NYS snowmobile safety course again as we have in the past, as one of our members is certified as a 
NYS safety instructor.  

• Conduct a golf tournament in September as a fun, relaxing way to get together in the off-season and raise 
money for the groomer payments we’ve committed to. 

• New Website and merged Facebook presence 

• 501(c)3 not for profit status application  

As you can see, our team works hard each day to carry out our mission, which is simple: to make safe and smooth snow-
mobile trails. If we remember each day that we are working on behalf of nearly 900 members, our hard work and sweat 
equity is well worth it. Our team has been talking daily, collaborating on projects daily, and has become a well oiled ma-
chine. We realize that this is going to be a difficult year because of the financial situation of our county, state, and our 
nation after Covid-19.  With that said, we will rely on our supporters and members to pitch in where they can by joining 
our club and join early, offer up a few dollar bills in the groomer tip jar when you can, buy a shirt, go to the fundraisers, 
volunteer at a trail work party,  and by all means thank a groomer operator! We will need all hands on deck this year to 
keep things moving and keep our trails smooth. Our financial message is to plan ahead for what you think might be com-
ing this year and then plan a couple of years beyond that. Our club plans to operate on a lean budget at least for the next 
four years in the event that our grant money doesn’t materialize or the economy really takes a turn for the worse.  

There are still some hurdles to overcome as we merge the two clubs, but working together, we will take them head on. 
This has surely been a learning experience for all of us. We are excited and hopeful for a great 2020-2021 snowmobile 
season and look forward to seeing you all at some point in the near future.  

If any other New York State snowmobile clubs are thinking about doing a similar merger like we did and have ques-
tions, please feel free to reach out to me and I will be happy to help as best I can. Please, as always: Ride Right, Ride 
Safe, and Ride Sober!  

 

Chaz Albertson 

President 

Saratoga Snowmobile Association 

518-275-7687 
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Waiting for the Other Shoe to Drop!   

I tend to be a very optimistic person.   I always look at the glass as half full.   But issues in the Adirondack Park are 
starting to crack my mental fabric.  Thirteen years after the Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondacks was completed, only 
one new community connector trail has been built.  At every turn, construction has been frustrated by lawsuits.   

We care because upwards of 37% of every snowmobile ride is taken in the Adirondack Park.  Several legal and admin-
istrative events are near the forefront of causing us all concern and attention.  

1. The NY Appellate Court has ruled that several community connector trails were unconstitutional in that they cut 
too many trees.  Simple put they ruled that DEC needs to count every tree in their review of a project.   That tree 
count includes seedlings, saplings, and everything that grows up from the ground.  According to the court, every-
thing is “timber.”   

2. When plans for a snowmobile trail in the Essex Chain of Lakes parallel to the Hudson River was advanced several 
groups sued saying it violated the Wild Scenic & Recreational Rivers Act (WSRR).  The State won the first round, 
but now the case is being appealed to the Appellate Court.    

3. A bridge over the Cedar River is what makes the Five Town Recreational Hub work providing a loop of trails 
from Indian Lake to Newcomb back to Indian lake.  Once again, groups have challenged the bridge saying that 
snowmobiles can’t be used across that bridge because of the WSRR. 

4. Any week now the State is expected to come forward with a new UMP amendment for the Travel Corridor from 
Big Moose Station to Lake Placid.  Every indication is that they will once again attempt to overlook the section of 
corridor from Big Moose Station to Tupper Lake and not consider removal of the rail from that section.   Consider-
ing #1 above that Travel Corridor is going to be vitally important to snowmobile travel in the park.  Past promises 
of alternative trails in that section don’t seem valid in relation to how successful the state has not been in building 
new Community Connector Trails.  

The NYSSA Board of Directors has made a decision to fight for our right to ride.   They have committed the Trail De-
fender Fund to pay for the legal work that will be needed to fight for our right to ride.  Later in this magazine, there is a 
story about Trail Defender.  Use this year’s membership renewal to become a Trail Defender.   Donating $20 or more 
is a small price to pay for the right to ride.    

Over the next several months, you will be asked to do more than to make a donation. You will be asked to put your 
pen where your mouth is.   Over the next couple of months expect to see “Action Alerts” asking you to contact various 
officials to make your feelings known.   We are looking for those who rode the Gooley Club’s trails to make a state-
ment regarding their past riding.  It may be useful to establish ongoing use of the property by snowmobiles.    

The other day I wrote a response to what one person wrote about the Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondacks.  The fol-
lowing sums up my assessment of where we are today: “Tens of thousands of acres have been purchased by the State 
with the promise of multiuse trails for use by many different outdoor recreational enthusiast including mountain bik-
ers, equestrians, cross country skiers, snowmobilers and anyone who would like to use these trails.   …(Green) groups 
got what they wanted, but what did the snowmobilers get?   Only one Class II (Community Connector) trail has been 
created, that being the 7th Lake Mountain Trail. “    

Our success will be measured on how well we can change the balance of that equation.   Changing the outcome to date 
will take all our involvement.   
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Bechard Farm Equipment 
593 Rapids Road 

Champlain, NY 12919 
518-298-5381 

www.bechardfarmequipment.com 
  

Bibbens Sales Service                             
3282 E Brutus St Rd                      

Weedsport, NY 13166                              
315-834-6500             

www.bibbenssales.com 

 

Big Moose Yamaha Inc 
5511 NY-28 

Eagle Bay, NY 13331 
315-357-2998 

www.bigmooseonline.com 
  

DDS Motor Sports 
2100 Oriskany Street W 

Utica, NY 13502 
315-792-4660 

www.ddsmotorsports.com 
  

Don’s Polaris Inc. 
278 Moose River Trail 
Old Forge, NY 13420 

315-369-3255 
www.donspolaris.com 

  
 

Fun Unlimited 
2068 NY Rt 812 

Gouverneur, NY 13642 
315-287-4144 

fununlim@twcny.rr.com 
   

Ingles Performance                                  
413 Besaw Road                                      

Pheonix, NY  13135                                 
315-598-7422            

www.inglesperformance.com 

   

Jim Coast Sales and Service 
626 Main St 

Duke Center, PA 16729 
814-817-6565 

https://www.jimcoastsales.com/ 
 
 

Leisure Time Powersports 
46 Foster Brook Blvd 
Bradford, PA 16701 

814-362-7426 
www.leisuretimepowersports.com 

  

 

 

Leisure Time Power Sports 
729 East Columbus Ave 

Corry, PA  16407 
814-664-4606 

www.leisuretimepowersports.com 
  

 
Moody’s Excavation and Recreation, LLC 

7450 Main Street 
Newport, NY 13416 

518-761-9616 
www.moodyspolaris.com 

 

Pilot Knob Marina 
655 State Route 149 

Lake George, NY 12845 
518-761-9616 

www.pilotknob.com 
 

Pioneer Motorsports 
12220 Olean Road 
Chaffee, NY 14030 

716-496-6000 

www.pioneermotorsports.com 

  

Redline Recreation 
9130 Brewerton Road 
Brewerton, NY 13029 

315-345-2927 
www.redlinerecreationny.com             

 
 

SLEDTRACK 
115 Allen Road 

Port Crane, NY  13833 
www.sledtrack.com 

 
Smith Marine 

Po Box 558 
Old Forge, NY  13420 

315-369-9911 
www.smithmarineagain.com 

 
  

Waite Motorsports 
18014 Goodnogh Road 

Adams Center, NY  13606 
315-583-5680 

www.waitemotorsports.com 
  

Woody’s International 
6054 N Meridian Road 

Hope, MI  48628 
989-689-4911 

www.WoodysTraction.com  
 

 

 

Restaurants/Food 

Daiker’s 
161 Daiker’s Circle 

Old Forge, NY 13420 
315-369-6954 

www.daikers.com 
 
 

The Georgetown Inn 
970 NY-26 

Georgetown, New York 13072 
(315) 837-4800  

https://www.facebook.com/thenewgeorget
owninn/ 

 

Newcomb Café and Campgrounds       
5575 NYS Route 28N                             
Newcomb, NY  12852                              

315-688-2627 

Tuggers Grill Bar and Campground     
544 State Route 177                                  

Copenhagen, NY 13626 
www.tuggersny.com 

 
 

Automobile Services 

New Rochelle Chevrolet 
291 Main Street  

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
www.newrochellechevyny.com/ 

 
 Schroon Lake Sunoco  

1567 Route 9,  
Schroon Lake, NY 12870  

518-532-0102 
 

Exit 29 Sunoco  
4007 Blue Ridge Road,  

North Hudson, NY 12885  
518-354-7251 

 
Hudson Midas  

56 Healy Blvd, Hudson, NY 12534 
www.midas.com/hudson  

 

Convenience Stores 

The Crossroads 
40 Dixon Rd, 

Chestertown, NY 12817 
www.crossroadsoutdoors.com/home-

mobile 

Business Member Listing 

Dealers, Parts and Accessories Dealers, Parts and Accessories 
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Lodging  
 

Charlie’s Inn 
44 Junction Road 

Lake Clear, NY 12945 
518-891-9858 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Charlies-
Inn/152428841476719 

  

Old Forge Camping Resort 
3347 State Route 28 

Old Forge, NY 13420 
315-369-6145 

www.oldforgecamping.com 

Shaheens Adirondack Inn 
314 Park Street 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
518-359-3384 

www.shaheensadirondackinn.com 

Tailwater Lodge 
52 Pulaski St 

Altmar, NY 13302 
315-298-3434 

www.tailwaterlodge.com/ 

  
The Edge Hotel 

3952 State Route 12 
Lyons Falls, NY  13368 

315-348-4211 
www.theedgehotel.com 

The Historic Hotel Broadalbin 
59 West Main Street 

Broadalbin, NY 12025 
https://www.historicbroadalbinhotel.com/ 

 
Trout House Village Resort  

9117 Lakeshore Drive  
Hague, NY 12836  

www.trouthouse.com 
 
 
 

Waters Edge Inn 
3188 State Route 28 

Old Forge, NY 13420 

www.watersedgeinn.com 

 
Groomer Equipment 

 
Mohawk Industrial Works 

140 Carey Road 
Queensbury, NY  12804 

518-480-3095 
www.mohawkindustrial.com 

  
 
 
 

 

Mountain Grooming Equipment 
Po Box 324 

Waitsfield, VT 5673 
802-496-3836 

www.mountaingrooming.com 
Rentals 

 
Adventure Powersports 

108 Forge Street 
Thendora, NY 13472 

315-36-5398 
https://snowmobileoutfitters.com/ 

 
 

Village Rentals Inc 
2886 State Route 

Speculator, NY  12164 
518-548-7533 

www.villagerentalsny.com 
 

 
Manufacturer 

 
Arctic Cat 

601 Brooks Ave 
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 

www.arcticcat.txtsv.com 
 

BRP/Skidoo 
565 Rue del la Montagne 

Valcourt, Canada 
www.ski-doo.com 

 
Polaris 

2100 Highway 55 
Medina, MN 55340 
www.polaris.com 

 
Yamaha Motor Corporation 

418 Stump Road 
Montgomeryville, PA 18936 
https://yamaha-motor.com 

 

 

 

Real Estate 

Herron Realty 
PO Box 1158 

Old Forge, NY  13420 
315-369-6910 

www.herron-realty.com 
 

Mapping 

Trakmaps 
9045 Cote De Liesse 202 

Doval, BC  H2p2m9  
www.trakmaps.com 

 

Signs 

Voss Signs  
PO Box 553  

Manlius, NY 13104  
www.vosssigns.com 

 

Other 

ILsnow.com (Informative website)  
PO Box 21  

Indian Lake, NY 12842  
www.ilsnow.com 

 

Insurance 

Allstate  
https://www.allstate.com/ 

 

Trailers 

Fisk Distributing Inc 
1274 N Lyndonville Road 
Lyndonville, NY 14098 

585-765-2466 

Business Member Listing 

 

Check out their new video 
Top 5 Reasons You Should be Maintaining Your Snowmobiles Traction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYJuT0pu_Ho 

In the spirit of corporate giving, BITEHARDER will contribute 
10% of each sale from a NY Rider back to NYSSA. In turn, 

NYSSA will dedicate those funds to the Trail Defender Fund. 
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As the unified voice for NY Snowmobiling, NYSSA works year-round to promote 

the sport and protect the trails needed for winter enjoyment.  NYSSA is recognized 

and accepted in Albany, across the state, and nationally as the organization that 

represents the rights and needs of New York’s snowmobilers.  

PO Box 740, Central Square, NY 13036 

888-624-3849 / Fax 888-317-2441 

E-mail: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 

www.nysnowmobiler.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reduced cost Driver Ed courses are just one of the many benefits that your membership in NYSSA provides to you. 

https://bestpricedrivingschools.com/Course/index.php/register?awc_id=Njg4 

NYSSA Calendar of  Events 

 

July 11, 2020 

NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board meeting at 1 pm. 

Theodore’s Restaurant 

Canastota 

October 3, 2020 NYSSA Board of Directors Meeting Location TBD 

NY Snowmobiler Publication Dates: 

NYSSA/SLEDNY Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon 
August 29, 2020 

The Oncenter Syracuse 

July 22, 2020 

October 14, 2020 

Your company’s ad could be made visible to New York’s snowmobilers if you choose to advertise in New York Snowmobiler Online Magazine  

 

When you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to SLEDNY, Inc.  

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
https://bestpricedrivingschools.com/Course/index.php/register?awc_id=Njg4
http://www.facebook.com/#!/NewYorkStateSnowmobileAssociation
http://www.youtube.com/user/NYSSnowmobiler
https://smile.amazon.com/

